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See What We’ve Been Cutting
Number of Positions Paid for by General Funds by Departments over a 5-year period

General Fund Appropriations over a four-year period

The Truth About Ou
Budget cuts are an
important part of addressing budget deficit
At the most recent WaialaeKahala Neighborhood board
meeting, I was asked, "Why
is it that we hear so much
about raising taxes and
spending but nothing about
cutting spending?"
Having to look at the budget
day in and day out, I often
forget that everyone does not
see what I see here at the
Capitol. It is true that House
Democrats are looking to remove certain tax exemptions
on special interests groups.
However, we are also proposing to cut already depleted
departments significantly.
In the past two fiscal years,
the state legislature closed a
$3.3 billion deficit, about $1.7
billion came from budget
cuts. Even in this year's proposed budget from the house,
our two year plan in terms of
spending is lower than the
proposed budget from
Governor
Abercrombie
AND $120 million below
Governor Lingle’s proposed budget.
Some people often criticize all
proposed budgets because it
shows an increase in spending. This is true, but what is
not said is that it is not due
to irresponsible spending but

in large part to ending furloughs and putting our children back in the classroom.
Still, we have been cutting
first and entertain taxing alternatives later. Unfortunately, it has come to the
point where we are now cutting into core services for our
community.
We all must understand that
rather than raising taxes on
current GE tax payers, we are
looking to expand the tax
payer base to spread the burden to fund ESSENTIAL government programs. I do not
think it’s fair to raise your
taxes while other people and
special interests aren’t paying
taxes at all. I feel this is the
most responsible way to close
the budget short fall. Reaching a middle ground between

taxes and budget cuts is the
fairest
thing
to
do.
Other Proposals
The House minority proposal is to delay payment of
tax returns to July 2011, sell
Aloha Tower Marketplace and
additional state-owned lands.
The Senate proposal is to
borrow $200 million from the
City's rail project and replace
it with $300 million in bond
funding. Another Senate proposal is to raise the GET to
5.5%.
The House Majority proposal is to abolish general excise tax exemptions and credits to special interest groups.

Representative Hashem and Representative Tsuji during a committee hearing on
International Affairs.

ur Budget Situation
Where East Honolulu Gets
Affected

health inspectors monitoring
our local food establishments,
hence the increase in food
poisoning cases.

The Department of Human
Services received a $20 million budget cut last fiscal Perhaps the most morally
year. Many residents in the troubling cut is yet to be
Kalani-Iki/Kahala area have told— last year the Departbeen filing complaints about a ment of Human Services cut
rat infestation only to find over 50 people from their
workforce. In an
that almost the en“I
do
not
think
informational
tire Vector Control
workforce is no
briefing by the Deit’s fair to
longer there due to
partment of Huraise your
budget cuts. The
man Services, they
taxes while were forced to resame situation is
occurring with the special inter- duce their social
150 possible cases
ests groups work force by
of Dengue Fever
nearly 50%. Conaren’t
paying
outbreak we are
sequently, emercurrently facing.
taxes at all.” gency Child Protective
Services
In Hawaii Kai, some residents
(CPS) calls often took over 48
have complained about possihours for a social worker to
ble Coqui Frogs, yet the Derespond due to back
partment of Agriculture was
log. Also, over 41 non-profit
forced to reduce its workforce
organizations addressing
by over 60 people having its
teen pregnancy, domestic viobudget slashed by 50%. This
lence, and early education
leaves the DOA virtually
will lose funding from the
paralyzed to respond to so
State without private donors
many requests for help. The
to fill the funding gap.
DOA is also responsible for
monitoring fuel pumps, super- What services are we willmarket scales, taxi meters, ing to live without?
etc. to insure accuracy. Now,
The list goes on regarding
most of these measurements
public service cuts. It is imwill be checked on in a threeyear cycle.
The Department of Health reduced its workforce by 315
due to a $25 million plus cut
resulting in a significant reduction in the amount of

portant for us to grasp the
severity of our budget cut
situation. Despite all of this,
some say that we still must
cut more. Frankly, the situation is not that simple. As we
face a $1.3 billion shortfall,
just cutting won't help. We
could eliminate whole departments such as:
Agriculture
Accounting and General Services
Attorney General
Business, Economic Development and Tourism
Budget and Finance,
Defense
Governor's Office
Human Resources and Development
Labor and Industrial Relations
Land and Natural Resources
Lieutenant Governor's Office
Public Library
Taxation

We could eliminate all
these departments COMBINED and still not balance the budget. Truth be
told, as we begin to cut further into core services, we
ironically become less effective. The balancing equation
is not as black and white as
some make it sound.
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Representative Hashem checking out the Sheraton Hawaii Bowl trophy and gear as it was displayed on the
floor of the House Chamber.

Rep. Hashem and staff with Rep. Tsuji and staff at the
Farmer’s Market held at the Capitol during AG Awareness Day. All produce was donated by local Farmers.
All $3800 raised from AG Awareness Day was donated
to the Hawaii Food Bank and Food Basket.

Safety tips from the
HFD as Easter nears.
As Easter approaches, remember
the following safety tips:
Scald burns are the most common injury among children ages
four and younger. When boiling
eggs for a coloring activity, be attentive to the cooking and children.
Do not leave any cooking unattended.
If candles are used, do not
leave them unattended or near
drapes or other ignitable materials,
such as artificial grass, which is
commonly used as filler for children’s baskets. Ensure the candle
holder is the proper size for the type
of candle being used.
Look at the contents of children’s Easter baskets, especially if
they contain small toys, and be
aware of the manufacturer’s warning for choking hazards for young
children.

Representative Hashem with Governor Ariyoshi in the House chambers. The
House recognized and honored the Blue Planet Foundation and its efforts.

Water Main Project Scheduled in
Hawaii Kai
The Board of Water Supply has scheduled a water main replacement
project in Kaiolohia Place and Way. The installation of new 8-inch water mains, fire hydrants, and appurtenances along the streets will reduce
main breaks and improve fire protection and water service to the residents in the area.
Bids for this project opened this month. Construction will begin once a
contractor is secured and all necessary paperwork is done.

