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PSD supports the implementation of a program to disrupt the flow of illegal 

fireworks into the State of Hawaii.  However, to establish a viable enforcement 

program, PSD will require authorization to hire and train five law enforcement 

officers (LEO) in the detection, safe handling, and disposal of explosive materials. 

These LEOs must further be trained in the recognition and classification of 

consumer fireworks (Department of Transportation (DOT) classification 1.4) and 

display fireworks (DOT classification 1.3).  An additional explosive detection 

canine and handler is also required.  

PSD must develop a shipping container inspection program and be given 

authorization to review domestic and foreign shipping manifests to narrow the 

scope of shipping containers to be inspected. In addition to National Guard 

assets, PSD shall coordinate with the U.S. Coast Guard Service, the federal 

Consumer Product Safety Commission, State of Hawaii DOT Harbors Division, 

and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

Appropriations of approximately $950,000 per year must be allocated to 

PSD for the effective detection, safe storage, and disposal of illegal fireworks. 

Appropriations of approximately $150,000 per year must be allocated to 

PSD for the development and maintenance of the web-based fireworks reporting 

system. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 
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Date:   March 29, 2021 
 
To:    Chair Rep. Sylvia Luke 

Vice Chair Rep. Ty J.K. Cullen 
and Members of the Committee  on Finance 

 
Submitted By:   Stephanie Kendrick, Public Policy Advocate  
   Hawaiian Humane Society, 808 -356-2217  
 
RE: Testimony in support of SB 513, SD1, HD2:  

Relating to The Enforcement of Laws  
Wednesday, March 31, 2021, 2:30 p.m., Capitol Room 308 

 
 
Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and Committee Members,  

On behalf of the Hawaiian Humane Society, thank you for considering our support for Senate Bill 

513, SD1, HD2, which Increases the fine for fireworks violations , requires the Attorney General to 

establish an explosion detection technology working group , and authorizes the Sheriff Division to 

enforce the fireworks control law , among other provisions . 

Hawaiian Humane supports any attempt to remove  fireworks from  residential neighborhoods, to 

increase penalties , and to enhance enforcement. At what should be joyous times for local families, 

illegal fireworks fill  our neighborhoods with unexpected explosions that terrorize  pets and people  

alike. Making matters worse,  these bombs increasingly go off for weeks at a time.  

Animal s who flee their homes in fear are at enormous risk of injury and death. Good Samaritans 

often bring  deceased pets  to the Hawaiian Humane Society with the goal of providing closure to 

their  owners. Th at number averages 1 -2 a day. Between New Year's Day and  Jan. 2 the number 

spikes. This year we received 13 deceased animals within that timeframe, last year 14 and in 2019 

seven. Even when families  keep their pets safely indoors, the loud noises fireworks produce  cause 

fear, anxiety and stress in animals. This  anxiety can do lasting damage to a petÕs emotional and 

physical hea lth. Neither people nor animals should have to take  tranquilizers just to survive the 

impacts of illegal  behavior by their neighbors . 

We urge the committee to pass this measure . Mahalo for your consideration.  
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Comments:  

The 2020 year was terrible for fireworks infractions. They were goingn off months before 
the celebratory date, disturbing humans and pets. Anything that can help law 
enforcement get this under control is appreciated. SB513 is a welcome start. 
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