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The HHFDC offers the following comments on S.B. 40, a bill which would require no
income restrictions for for-sale 201H projects that are built only for Hawaii residents that
own no other real property and occupy the unit in perpetuity.
HHFDC has concerns that the proviso language in the proposed amendments to
section 201H-38 is not sufficiently clear. We suggest that the phrase "residents of the
State" be replaced with "qualified resident," a similar defined term in Chapter 201H,
HRS, that does not impose any income limits and also applies only to persons who own
no other interest in real property. We have similar concerns with the term "perpetuity,"
which is undefined, and whose plain meaning would be difficult for HHFDC to enforce.
We therefore suggest amending the language on page 3, lines 16 through 20 of the bill
to read as follows:
(4)

If the proposed housing project is a for-sale
project, the housing project shall, in perpetuity,
not require income restrictions and provide that
the proposed housing project is built only for
qualified residents who will be owner-occupants of
the units; and
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Honorable Chair Chang, and Members of the Senate Committee on Housing, thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony concerning Senate Bill (SB) 40, relating to housing.
The Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) appreciates the intent of SB 40, which exempts from
income restrictions for-sale housing projects that are built for Hawaii residents, who will be
owner-occupants in perpetuity, and who own no other property, and offers the following
comments.
Creating more housing is a key component of getting the State out of the current housing crisis
and all new housing units are a welcomed sight to the thousands of families are in desperate
need of a permanent roof over their heads. The HPHA humbly suggests that a “resident of the
State” be a defined term to provide clarity as to who would qualify to purchase a for-sale unit
under this measure.
The HPHA appreciates the opportunity to provide the Committee with the HPHA’s testimony
regarding SB 40. We thank you very much for your dedicated support.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY
Providing Housing Assistance and Programs Free from Discrimination

Support SB 40
Aloha Senate Housing Committee,
Faith Action HousingNOW! Supports SB 40, which sets forth requirements for for-sale projects of the Hawaii
Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC), as follows:
●
●

There shall be no income restrictions.
The housing shall be built only for residents of Hawaii who shall occupy the housing and own no other
real property.

All Hawaii residents should have access to adequate housing that is affordable to them. This principle is
embodied in the housing objectives and policies of the Hawaii State Planning Act, which sets forth a longrange comprehensive plan. This plan includes goals, objectives, policies, priority guidelines, and
implementation mechanisms that are designed to guide all activities, programs, and decisions made by local
and state agencies.
The housing objectives and policies of the Hawaii State Planning Act are contained in HRS 226-19, which
includes the following objective: “Greater opportunities for Hawaii's people to secure reasonably priced, safe,
sanitary, and livable homes, located in suitable environments that satisfactorily accommodate the needs and
desires of families and individuals...”
HRS 226-19 sets policies for the State, including the following:
●
●

“Effectively accommodate the housing needs of Hawaii's people.”
“Increase homeownership and rental opportunities and choices in terms of quality, location, cost,
densities, style, and size of housing.”

HHFDC is the primary agency that oversees affordable housing finance and development in Hawaii. SB 40
directs the development of for-sale housing by HHFDC so that it is consistent with the housing objectives and
policies of the Hawaii State Planning Act, to develop livable homes that are affordable to the people of Hawaii.
For the foregoing reasons, HousingNOW! supports SB 40.
Mahalo for your consideration to pass this bill,

Foo Pham
Faith Action
HousingNOW! Chair
housing@faithactionhawaii.org
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 0F THE STATE OF HAWAII:
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Comments:
I support SB 40, which sets forth requirements for for-sale projects of the Hawaii
Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC). The requirements are as
follows: (1) There shall be no income restrictions; and (2) The housing shall be built
only for residents of Hawaii, who shall occupy the housing and own no other real
property.
Housing creates the foundation for strong families and communities. All Hawaii
residents should have access to adequate housing that is affordable to them. This
principle is embodied in the housing objectives and policies of the Hawaii State
Planning Act, which envisons “Greater opportunities for Hawaii's people to secure
reasonably priced, safe, sanitary, and livable homes, located in suitable environments
that satisfactorily accommodate the needs and desires of families and individuals . . .”
The Hawaii State Planning Act also sets forth the following policies for the State: (1)
“Effectively accommodate the housing needs of Hawaii's people;” and (2) “Increase
homeownership and rental opportunities and choices in terms of quality, location, cost,
densities, style, and size of housing.”
HHFDC is the agency that is primarily responsible for affordable housing finance and
development in Hawaii. SB 40 directs the development of for-sale housing by HHFDC
so that it is consistent with the housing objectives and policies of the Hawaii State
Planning Act, to develop livable homes that are affordable to the people of Hawaii.
For the foregoing reasons, I urge the committee to pass SB 40.

