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State Capitol, Via Videoconference, Conference Room 325 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 167, SENATE DRAFT 1, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO THE STATE PLAN 
 

Senate Bill 167, Senate Draft 1, House Draft 1 proposes to establish green infrastructure priority 
guidelines within the State Plan to improve the quality of life for residents and visitors by 
increasing outdoor public green spaces, connecting people with existing trails, and increasing 
urban tree canopy as objectives and policies for the environment. The bill also proposes to require 
the Office of Planning, in partnership with the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force, to 
submit a report to the Legislature making recommendations for implementing the green 
infrastructure priority guidelines established by this measure. The Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (Department) supports this measure.  
 
Green infrastructure supports our economic and environmental well-being, providing essential 
ecosystem services and quality of life benefits. The Department’s Kaulunani Urban and 
Community Forestry Program supports our communities’ health, well-being, and resilience 
through promoting green infrastructure including street-trees, urban forests, green spaces, 
bioswales and related natural areas where we live, work, and play. The urban tree canopy is 
declining, and with it, the benefits provided by urban green infrastructure. This measure would 
help reverse that trend. The Department looks forward to collaborating with the Office of Planning 
on developing priority guidelines to promote the use of green infrastructure in state facility 
systems, infrastructure, and transit projects. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.  
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Comments:  

To: The Honorable Nicole Lowen, Chair, the Honorable Lisa Marten, Vice Chair, and 
Members of the House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection 

From: Climate Protectors Hawaii (by Ted Bohlen) 

Re: Hearing SB167 SD1 HD1 RELATING TO THE STATE PLAN. 

Hearing:  Tuesday, March 23, 2021, 10:00 a.m., by videoconference 

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Marten, and members of the House Committee on 
Energy and Environmental Protection:  

The Climate Protectors Hawaii is a group focused on reversing the climate crisis. The 
Climate Protectors Hawaii strongly supports SB167 SD1 HD1! 

As a tropical island State, Hawaii will be among the first places harmed by the global 
climate crisis, with more intense storms, loss of protective coral reefs, food insecurity, 
and rising sea levels destroying our shorelines. We must do all we can to reduce our 
carbon footprint and become carbon negative as soon as possible.  

The purpose and intent of this measure is to add the integration of green infrastructure 
and the promotion of green spaces to the State Planning Act.  Specifically, this measure 
establishes: 

(1)  Objectives and policies regarding green infrastructure for facility systems; 

(2)  Policies for scenic, natural beauty, and historic resources to promote green spaces;  

3)  Priority guidelines to promote the use of green infrastructure in state facility systems, 
infrastructure, and transit projects; and. 

(4)  Prioritizes the use of Hawaiian plants in state facility systems, infrastructure, and 
transit projects and for scenic, natural beauty, and historic resources. 



Amending the State Planning Act to to achieve the use of green infrastructure, 
vegetation, and trees in State facility systems, infrastructure and transit projects, with 
priority for Hawaiian plants, would improve the quality of life in Hawaii and help mitigate 
the climate crisis.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this very important legislation. 

Climate Protectors Hawaii (by Ted Bohlen) 
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March 20, 2021 

 
TO:   Chair Lowen and members of EEP Committee 
 
RE:   SB 167 SD1 HD1 Relating to the State Plan. 
 
 Support for hearing on March 23 
 
Americans for Democratic Action is an organization founded in the 1950s by leading supporters 
of the New Deal and led by Patsy Mink in the 1970s.  We are devoted to the promotion of 
progressive public policies.   
 
We support SB 167 SD1 HD1 as it would establish green infrastructure objectives and policies 
for state facility systems in the Hawaii State Planning Act to improve the quality of life for 
residents and visitors. It would add definition of "green infrastructure". It would require the 
Office of Planning, in partnership with the greenhouse gas sequestration task force, to submit a 
report to the legislature making recommendations for implementing the green infrastructure 
objectives, policies, and priority guidelines established by this measure. 
 
Environmental protection has been an increasing concern of government.  With climate change 
that path will likely continue or accelerate.   We will need resources and commitment to make a 
positive difference.  We appreciate adjustments to the State Plan proposed in this bill.   
 
 Thank you for your favorable consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
John Bickel, President 
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Comments:  

Wonderful way to plan to make our communities cooler, more beautiful and attend to 
important business of sequestering greenhouse gases 
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the urban heat-island effect; (3) encouraging the removal of pollutants from the air; and (4) 

encouraging the removal, sequestration, and storage of greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

For these reasons, we urge you to pass SB167, SD1, HD1, as it establishes the green 

infrastructure objectives, policies, and priority guidelines for state facility systems, infrastructure, 

and transit projects in the Hawaii State Planning Act to improve the quality of life for residents and 

visitors. Further, it adds the definition of "green infrastructure" and requires the office of planning, 

in conjunction with the greenhouse gas sequestration task force, to submit a report to the legislature 

making recommendations for implementing the green infrastructure objectives, policies, and 

priority guidelines, all of which are consistent with the objects of the Democratic Party of Hawaii 

Platform (2018).  

 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify on this key measure.  

 

     Respectfully yours,  

 

     Alan B. Burdick  

Co-Chair, Environmental Caucus 

Co-Chair, Natural Resources Committee 

Democratic Party of Hawai`i 

     Email: burdick808@gmail.com  

 

 
Melodie R. Aduja 

Co-Chair, Environmental Caucus 

Co-Chair, Human Environmental Impacts Committee 

Democratic Party of Hawai`i 

     Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com  
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Yulia Muzychenko Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is not a priority right now. We have more important things to focus on such as 
rebuilding economy of Hawaii  
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Andrew Crossland Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This proposal will cost the taxpayers billions of dollars and we have much more 
important priorities to take care of. 
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ALICIA SMITH Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it will cost taxpayers billions as the State pushes their mini-
New Green Deal.   

Please view Dr VA Shiva clarifying how greenhouse gas concerns are not cost effective 
via this video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bkar4jn3JWw 

This video proves the new green deal is a pay to play at taxpayer's expense.  China 
produces and is allowed to pollute up to 11 billion tons in carbon without penalty while 
Americans pay the cost. No more. 

In fact, temperatures have decreased as evidenced in this article in American Thinker 
by Arvind 
Kumar https://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2012/11/fourteen_is_the_new_fifteen.h
tml  

Hawai'i legislators must be discerning to make well balanced informed decisions in 
order to fulfill their oath to protect and serve the welfare of Hawai'i's constitutents and in 
turn for Americans nationwide and people around the world. 
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