






 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 
decision - making authority of the county in which the land is 

situated for a change in the boundary of a district 

involving  lands less than fifteen acres pres ently in the rural 

and urban districts and lands less than fifteen acres in the 

agricultural district that are not designated as important 

agricultural lands.  

(c)   District boundary amendments involving land  areas of 

fifteen acres or less,  except  as provid ed in subsection (b), 

shall be determined by  the appropriate county land use decision -

making authority for the district and shall not require 

consideration by the land use commission pursuant to section 

205 - 4; provided that [ such ]  the  boundary amendments a nd approved 

uses are consistent with this chapter.   The appropriate county 

land use decision - making authority may consolidate proceedings 

to amend state land use district boundaries pursuant to this 

subsection, with county proceedings to amend the general plan, 

development plan, zoning of the affected land, or [ such ] other 

proceedings.   Appropriate ordinances and rules to allow 

consolidation of [ such ] proceedings may be developed by the 

county land use decision - making authority.  

(d)   The county land use dec ision - making authority shall serve 

a copy of the application for a district boundary amendment to 

the land use commission and the department of business, economic 















 

 
approval, including the adherence to representations made by the 

applicant.  

(e)   [ A]   Except for district boundary changes made through an 

appropriate county decision - making authority pursuant to section 

205 - 3.1(e), a  copy of the decision, together with the complete 

record of the proceeding before the county planning commission 

on all special permit requests involving a land area greater 

than fifteen acres or for lands designated as important 

agricultural lands, shall be transmitted to the land use 

commission within sixty days after the decision is rendered.  

Within for ty - five days after receipt of the complete record 

from the county planning commission, the land use commission 

shall act to approve, approve with modification, or deny the 

petition.   A denial either by the county planning commission or 

by the land use comm ission, or a modification by the land use 

commission, as the case may be, of the desired use shall be 

appealable to the circuit court of the circuit in which the land 

is situated and shall be made pursuant to the Hawaii rules of 

civil procedure."  

SECTION 5.  Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed and 

stricken.  New statutory material is underscored.  

SECTION 6.  This Act shall take effect upon its approval.  

 



 

 
 

 





https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Session2021/Testimony/HB260_TESTIMONY_HSG-WAL_02-09-21_.PDF
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February 25, 2021 

TESTIMONY OF MICHAEL P. VICTORINO 
MAYOR  
COUNTY OF MAUI 
 
BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS  
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
Conference Room 211 & Videoconference 
 
SB137 RELATING TO LAND USE 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 
Honorable members of the Committee on Ways and Means 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ��
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in  SUPPORT  of SB137 . 
 
This bill authorizes county land use decisi on-making authorities to amend district 
boundaries involving land areas greater than fifteen but no more than twenty-five acres 
to the urban district without consideration of  the land use commission if at least sixty 
per cent of the land is used to  develop affordable housing. 
 
I would like to suggest that the twenty-five acres be increased to one hundred acres as 
this would allow greater flexibility for affordable ho using development. 
 
With the urgent need for more affordable housing, allowing the counties’ land use 
decision-making authority the opportunity to grant district boundary amendments 
(DBAs) for up to one hundre d (or twenty-five acres,) inst ead of fifteen acres, would 
greatly improve the speed of the regulatory process. In Maui County, the Maui County 
Planning Commission is the decision-making body for DBAs. The commission also hears 
the affordable housing projects and passes their recommendations to the Maui County 
Council who makes the final decision on land  use. If the Planning Commission grants 
the DBA at the same time as hearing the project, that will save a tremendous amount 
of time and money for the project. Thus allowing for more affordability and more 
timeliness of the completion of the units. 
 
I urge you to pass this measure with proposed modifications, SB137.  
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March 2, 2021 
 

The Honorable Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
  Via Videoconference 
 
RE: S.B. 137, SD1, Relating to Land Use 
 

HEARING: Tuesday, March 2, 2021, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee, 
 
I am Ken Hiraki, Director of Government Affairs, testifying on behalf of the Hawai‘i 
Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its over 10,000 
members. HAR strongly supports S.B. 137, SD1, which authorizes county land use 
decision—making authorities to amend district boundaries involving land areas greater than 
fifteen acres, except non important agricultural land or rural land areas greater than fifteen 
acres but not more than twenty-five acres if the land areas are proposed for reclassification to 
the urban district and at least sixty per cent of the land areas will be dedicated for the 
development of affordable housing. 
 
Hawai‘i has been struggling with the issue of affordable housing for decades. Challenges range 
from land and infrastructure costs, financing, regulatory challenges, and permitting. According 
to the Department of Business Economic Development and Tourism’s 2019 report on Housing 
Demand in Hawai‘i, the state needs up to 46,000 housing units to meet demand in Hawai‘i by 
2030. Ultimately, we have a housing supply problem, and this measure is a creative approach 
to address those challenges, by building housing at all price points, including encouraging 
affordable housing. 
 
The Land Use Commission (LUC) is responsible for the classification of land parcels into 
urban, rural, agricultural and conservation districts. Additionally, the LUC acts on land use 
district boundary amendment petitions involving the reclassification of lands greater than 15 
acres in agricultural, rural, and urban district areas, provided it is not in the conservation 
district or delineated as important agricultural lands. Lands that are less than the 15 acres can 
be reclassified by the counties. Moreover, the county process involves opportunities for 
public input, which includes a presentation to the appropriate neighborhood board and public 
input at hearings before the appropriate county Planning Commission and City Council. 
 
HAR would respectfully recommend that the acreage be increased from 25 to 100 acres.  This 
would allow for more housing units to be built to help the State reach its housing demand.  
Additionally, more acreage makes it more economically feasible for environmental safeguards 
to be built, such as a wastewater treatment plants or connectivity to an existing sewer system.  
Smaller projects may not be able to absorb said costs. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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https://www.grassrootinstitute.org/2020/09/reform-state-luc-to-encourage-more-housing-new-report-says/
https://www.grassrootinstitute.org/2020/09/reform-state-luc-to-encourage-more-housing-new-report-says/
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