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Title of Resolution: HCR 0179 URGING THE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION
TO REQUEST THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO CHANGE THE
NAME OF PRESIDENT WILLIAM MCKINLEY HIGH SCHOOL
BACK TO THE SCHOOL'S PREVIOUS NAME OF HONOLULU
HIGH SCHOOL AND TO REMOVE THE STATUE OF
PRESIDENT MCKINLEY FROM THE SCHOOL PREMISES.

Department's Position:
The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) offer comments on HCR 0179.

The Department recognizes the information presented in HCR 0179 and the
significance of school names and the naming of significant buildings. History and culture
play vital roles in the decision-making process of naming, particularly in Hawalii.

The Department will be conducting its own research into the naming of McKinley High
School and its previous hame of Honolulu High School. The Department will follow
Board of Education policy as well as its own standard practices to ensure all input is
received and all facts are analyzed. The Department will work with the Board of
Education on the direction moving forward.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on this resolution. .

The Hawai'i State Department of Education is committed to delivering on our promises
to students, providing an equitable, excellent, and innovative learning environment in
every school to engage and elevate our communities. This is achieved through targeted
work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice, and teacher
collaboration. Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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Center for Hawaiian Sovereignty Studies
46-255 Kahuhipa St. Suite 1205
Kane'ohe, HI 96744
(808) 247-7942!

Kenneth R. Conklin, Ph.D. Executive Director
e-mail Ken_Conklin@yahoo.com
Unity, Equality, Aloha for all

To: HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
For hearing Thursday, March 18, 2021

Re: HCR179, HR148 URGING THE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO
REQUEST THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO CHANGE THE NAME OF
PRESIDENT WILLIAM MCKINLEY HIGH SCHOOL BACK TO THE SCHOOL'S
PREVIOUS NAME OF HONOLULU HIGH SCHOOL AND TO REMOVE THE
STATUE OF PRESIDENT MCKINLEY FROM THE SCHOOL PREMISES

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION

There is only one reason why some activists want to abolish "McKinley"
from the name of the school and remove his statue from the campus.
The reason is, they want to rip the 50th star off the American flag and
return Hawaii to its former status as an independent nation. And
through this resolution they want to enlist you legislators as
collaborators in their treasonous propaganda campaign.

The strongest evidence that this is their motive is easy to see in the
"whereas" clauses of this resolution and in documents provided by the
NEA and the HSTA which are filled with historical falsehoods trashing
the alleged U.S. "invasion™ and "occupation” of Hawaii; alleged
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suppression of Hawaiian language and culture; and civics curriculum in
the early Territorial period. Portraying Native Hawaiians as victims of
colonial oppression and/or belligerent military occupation is designed
to bolster demands to "give Hawaii back to the Hawaiians", thereby
producing a race-supremacist government and turning the other 80%
of Hawaii's people into second-class citizens.

The leaders of America and also most of the leaders of the Republic of
Hawaii were White men. So it's no surprise that today's secessionist
efforts to reverse Annexation and establish ethnic Hawaiian racial
supremacy are anti-White. But in recent years that racism has also
become anti-Asian. The activists have produced a book and other
materials saying that Hawaii citizens of Japanese and other Asian
ancestries, even after several generations born and raised in Hawaii,
are mere "'settlers" or ""guests" in a Hawaiian homeland where they
have special rights as the "hosts." They say that unless Hawaii people
of Asian ancestry line up to support Hawaiian secession under the
leadership of ethnic Hawaiians, you are colonialists, just as guilty as the
haoles, oppressing the "indigenous" people whose blood makes them
children of the gods and brothers/sisters to the land (Kumulipo
creation legend) in a way you never can be if you lack a drop of the
magic blood. This is the same sort of "blood and soil" race-supremacist
fascism that ruined Germany and Japan causing world war in the 1930s
and 40s; and more recently it was revived by white nationalists in the
U.S. You legislators have a responsibility to stop that fascism from
getting established in Hawalii. See my detailed review of the book
"Asian Settler Colonialism" published by UH Press in 2008, demanding
that Asians subordinate themselves to ethnic Hawaiians:
https://www.angelfire.com/big09a/AsianSettlerColonialism.html

The activists hate President McKinley because he successfully
persuaded Congress to pass the joint resolution in 1898 whereby the
U.S. agreed to the Treaty of Annexation offered by the Republic of
Hawaii in 1897. McKinley also signed the Organic Act in 1900
establishing basic laws for the Territory of Hawaii. McKinley also
appointed Republic of Hawaii's President Sanford B. Dole to be the first
Territorial Governor, thus ensuring stability and continuity of
governance under the same head of state throughout the turbulent
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decade from 1893 (Revolutionary Provisional Government) to 1894
(Republic of Hawaii) to 1898 (Annexation) to 1900 (Organic Act) to
1903 (end of Dole's term as Governor).

The activists hope to enlist you legislators as allies in their campaign of
secession. They know that if you agree to this resolution, they will
have a propaganda victory allowing them to say to the rest of America
"Let us outa here!™ They will cite your approval of this resolution as
evidence to our nation's enemies in the United Nations that "America is
weak and falling apart.” Communist China, now building a navy more
powerful than ours, and seeing the Hawaiian secessionist movement
being led by so many people whose ancestry is Chinese as well as
Hawaiian, might decide Hawaii is low-hanging fruit for plucking, in much
the same way that a German leader in the 1930s felt he had a right to
take over part of Czechoslovakia and all of Austria to liberate his fellow
ethnic Germans who were so numerous there. Certainly when the U.S.
complains in the United Nations about China's internal suppression of
ethnic minorities and oppression of Tibet and Hong Kong, China will
answer by accusing the U.S. of doing the same thing in Hawaii as
evidenced by the resolution passed by Hawaii's own legislature bitterly
crying out to be liberated.

In November 2020, seeing how aggressive the activists were becoming
in their drive to purge "McKinley" from the school, | created a webpage
documenting their intentions and opposing them. Please see my "Open
letter to students, alumni, teachers, administrators, staff, community,
and Board of Education explaining why the school's name and statue
deserve to remain in place, and why a Hawaiian secessionist demand to
remove them should be strongly rejected" at

tinyurl.com/hmepjz7k

A friend of mine, the late Thurston Twigg-Smith, wrote a book entitled
"Hawaiian Sovereignty: Do the Facts Matter?" which he graciously
allowed me to post on my website where you can download it for free:
http://tinyurl.com/60sxwp

Yes, the facts do matter. There are numerous falsehoods about
Hawaii's history in the "whereas" clauses of this resolution, and in two
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articles authored by Keanu Sai in the NEA newspaper, and in the
lengthy HSTA essay:
https://www.hsta.org/news/recent-stories/mckinley-high-school-
deserves-a-name-that-honors-its-true-spirit-community-legacy/

Shame on Hawaii's teachers for propagating such falsehoods, and
especially for filling the minds of our children with them. Below are just
a few of those falsehoods, with brief corrections and links to evidence
proving falsehood. | know you don't have time to study these issues
now, but hopefully when the legislative session is over you might take
the time to learn about some of them.

By the way, an item in the HSTA essay says "According to the
Alabama-based Southern Poverty Law Center, 168 Confederate
symbols, including 94 monuments, were removed across the United
States in 2020, virtually all of them following the killing of George
Floyd by Minneapolis police officers."

I'm sure we all remember the outbreak of violence, arson, looting, and
attacks on police that accompanied the "removal" of those statues
and monuments in humerous cities.

Perhaps we should wonder whether the mention of those events in the
HSTA essay is intended as a veiled threat that something similar might
happen to McKinley High School and/or to the statue if we fail to
comply with the activists' demands. That's all the more reason to
stand up against such threats. Please do not knuckle under to them.
It might be wise to ask each activist who testifies, to give a pledge
that they will not engage in violence or vandalism, and that they will
assist law enforcement in identifying, arresting, and prosecuting
anyone who does. "Kapu aloha, right? Testimony from anyone who
refuses to take such a pledge should be summarily rejected for the
same reasons it is unwise to negotiate with terrorists.

Please vote "NAY" and consign this resolution to the trash.
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Below are brief replies to specific falsehoods in the resolution (and to
arguments often put forward to bolster them)

WAS THE MCKINLEY STATUE ERECTED TO HUMILIATE AND SUBJUGATE
NATIVE HAWAIIANS?

Reso: "... when the statue of William McKinley was erected in 1911,
several years after the renaming of the school, it was not to honor the
President of the United States, but rather as a symbol to perpetuate
the subjugation of Native Hawaiians and reinforce the lie that the
Hawaiian islands belong to the United States of America"

Reply: There is not even any attempt to give evidence that was the
motive; legislators should never endorse such bitter sentiments. And
by the way, it is not a lie to say: the Hawaiian islands really do belong
to the United States of America; don't you legislators agree? Didn't
you take an oath to "support and defend the Constitution of the
United States' against all enemies, foreign and domestic? Meet some
of those enemies; i.e., the suporters of this resolution.

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF PEOPLE SIGNED ANTI-ANNEXATION PETITION?

Reso: "... eighty percent of the adult population signed the K'‘e
Petitions against annexation in 1897"

Reply: There were 21,269 signatures on the petition opposing
annexation. Interpolation of Census data shows there were about
39,542 full or part Hawaiians in 1897, the year of the anti-annexation
petition. Thus, the 21,269 signatures on the petition represented 54%
of the native population. But wait! Everyone says there were non-
natives among the 21,269 people who signed the petition, although
we cannot be sure how many. Well, if there were non-natives signing,
then shouldn't the percentage of signers be calculated using the whole
number of people in the entire population? Apparently non-natives
were welcome to sign the petition, but the overwhelming majority
refused. The whole population in 1896 was 109,020; in 1900 it was
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154,001; so interpolation yields 120,265 as the population in 1897,
which means the 21,269 signatures represent only 18% of the
population. Furthermore, at that time only men could vote, and there
were other important voter eligibility restrictions; so there is no
relationship between petition signatures and eligible voters. But
there's more to the story. In addition to the anti-annexation petition
with 21,269 signatures, there was allegedly another petition containing
over 17,000 signatures collected by a different organization. The
trouble is, that second petition had a different purpose -- it called for
Lili'uokalani to be restored to the throne! Hawaiian sovereignty
activists like to add the numbers on the two petitions, for a total of
around 38,000 to 39,000 signatures, which would represent virtually
every native and part-native man, woman, and baby. But of course
that's silly. The two petitions are on different topics. And probably
everyone who signed the smaller petition (restore the queen) would
have also signed the larger petition (stop annexation). Indeed, the gap
of 4,000 signatures could be interpreted to mean that there were
4,000 natives who opposed annexation but also opposed restoring the
monarchy and wanted the Republic of Hawai'i to continue as an
independent nation under the coalition of White and Hawaiian oligarchs!

DOES U.S. JOINT RESOLUTION HAVE POWER TO REACH OUT AND GRAB
A FOREIGN NATION (l.E., HAWAII)?

Reso: ... the Newlands Resolution illegitimately claimed United States
annexation of the Hawaiian islands, even though such a document does
not have any power or legitimacy to annex an internationally
recognized nation ..."

Sai, NEA, 10/01/18: "Many government officials and constitutional
scholars could not explain how a joint resolution could have the extra-
territorial force and effect of a treaty in annexing Hawai‘i, a foreign and
sovereign state. ... In 1824, the United Supreme Court explained that,
“the legislation of every country is territorial,” and that the “laws of no
nation can justly extend beyond its own territory... for it would be “at
variance with the independence and sovereignty of foreign nations.”
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Reply: Annexation did not begin with the U.S. passing a resolution to
reach out and grab Hawaii. Annexation began with the Republic of
Hawaii offering a Treaty of Annexation to the U.S. Afterward, the U.S.
Congress had heated debates about the Treaty in both the House and
Senate for many months, and finally passed a joint resolution to accept
it: Senate 42-21; House 209-91. Sovereignty means that a nation has
the sole right to decide for itself what method it will use for agreeing
to a treaty offered by another nation. In 1898 the U.S. used the
method of joint resolution to accept the offer of the Treaty of
Annexation from the independent nation Republic of Hawaii, just as in
1845 the U.S. used the method of joint resolution to accept the offer
of the Treaty of Annexation from the independent nation Republic of
Texas. See

"Treaty of Annexation between the Republic of Hawaii and the United
States of America (1898). Full text of the treaty, and of the
resolutions whereby the Republic of Hawaii legislature and the U.S.
Congress ratified it. The politics surrounding the treaty, then and now"
at
https://www.angelfire.com/big09a/TreatyOfAnnexationHawaiiuS.html

Further reply: The secessionists also say that the Republic of Hawaii
was not a legitimate government and therefore had no right to offer a
Treaty of Annexation. But in fact the Republic was the successor
government of a still-independent nation of Hawaii, following the
revolution of 1893 which overthrew the monarchy. The Republic got
its legitimacy under international law in the same way as the Kingdom
had done: by receiving formal diplomatic recognition from the heads-
of-state of numerous foreign governments. After holding a
Constitutional Convention and producing a Constitution, President Dole
requested formal recognition. During Fall 1894 letters were received in
11 languages that were personally signed by Emperors, Kings, Queens,
and Presidents of at least 19 foreign nations on 4 continents formally
recognizing the Republic as the rightful, lawful government of Hawaii.
One of those letters was from Queen Victoria of Britain, who had close
relationships with Queen Emma and Queen Lili'uokalani. Other letters
were from the Tsar of Russia, the King and Queen of Spain, the
Presidents of France and Switzerland, two Crown Princes of China
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under authority of the Emperor while a war with Japan was raging; etc.
Even ex-queen Lili'uokalani personally signed a letter of abdication and
oath of loyalty to the Republic, witnessed by her personal attorney and
former cabinet ministers. Photos of all these documents, along with
supporting letters from diplomatic representatives, were taken in the
Archives of Hawaii and are available online at
https://historymystery.kenconklin.org/recognition-of-the-republic-of-
hawaii/

U.S. APOLOGY RESOLUTION

Reso: "the "Apology Resolution™ ...acknowledges that "the Native
Hawaiian people never directly relinquished to the United States their
claims to their inherent sovereignty ... either through a plebiscite or
referendum™"'

Reply: Must the inhabitants of a territory be consulted, prior to being
annexed? In the annexations of the Louisiana Territory and the
Territory of Alaska, the inhabitants were not consulted by France or
Russia (who sold those territories to the U.S.) nor by the U.S. There
were only two times when annexations of land to the United States
included consulting the inhabitants of the annexed areas: Texas and
Hawaii. The reason why the inhabitants were consulted in these two
cases was that these were independent nations prior to annexation. In
the case of Texas, there was a plebiscite in which the vote was limited
to white males who had sworn loyalty to the Republic of Texas. In the
case of Hawaii, the elected legislature of the Republic of Hawai'i made
the commitment. When a government makes a decision, it is binding
on everyone in that nation regardless of the fact that some people --
perhaps many people -- don't like it. Native Hawaiians made up only
40% of the population at the time of the overthrow in 1893, 26% at
the time of annexation in 1900, and perhaps 20% today. Source:
Robert C. Schmitt. Demographic Statistics of Hawaii: 1778-1965.
(Honolulu, 1968) The first U.S. Census was in 1900 and it showed a
total population 0f154,001 of whom 29,779 were Hawaiian, 7,857
were part-Hawaiian, 28,819 Caucasian, 25,767 Chinese, 61,111

HCR179, HR148 Page 8 of 10 Conklin HSE EDN 031821



Japanese. | did not vote for President Biden, nor for either of my
Senators, nor for my House Representative. But they have authority
to make decisions affecting me whether | like it or not.

Reso: "the "Apology Resolution™ ... acknowledges that "the Native
Hawaiian people never directly relinquished to the United States their
claims to their ... national lands ..."""

Reply: The national lands of Hawaii belonged to the multiracial nation,
not to any particular ethnic group. The government lands of the
Kingdom belonged to the government on behalf of all the people, not
to ethnic Hawaiians in particular. The crown lands became owned by
the government in 1865 when the legislature passed a law -- eagerly
signed by the King -- to issue government bonds to pay off the
mortgage on the crown lands that had been made by Lota
Kamehameha V and was in danger of being foreclosed, in return for the
King surrendering ownership to the government.

Further reply: The apology resolution is filled with falsehoods, has
produced bad consequences, and should be repealed. For details see
https://www.angelfire.com/big09/ApologyReso20thAnniv.html

FOLLOWING ANNEXATION, WERE HAWAII PUBLIC SCHOOLS USED TO
STRIP NATIVE CHILDREN OF THEIR NATIONAL IDENTITY AND
BRAINWASH THEM INTO PATRIOTISM TOWARD AMERICA?

Reso: "... following the enactment of the Newlands Resolution, Hawaii's
public education system was pressed into service to indoctrinate,
denationalize, "Americanize," and convert generations of Hawaii's
children into patriotic United States citizens"

HSTA document citing Sai 10/13/18: "To enforce the annexation, the
government implemented a “methodical plan of Americanization” that
“sought to obliterate the national consciousness of the Hawaiian
Kingdom in the minds of the school children throughout the islands. It
was developed by the Territory of Hawai‘i’s Department of Public
Instruction and called ‘Programme for Patriotic Exercises in the Public
Schools.”
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Reply: Of course the local government of the Territory of Hawaii, and
its Department of Education, felt it important to implement a civics
education program to help school children understand their rights and
responsibilities as U.S. citizens during the first decade following
Annexation; just as the DOE today feels it important to mandate 4
years of "Social Studies" courses required for high school graduation.
Even Kamehameha School required male students to take ROTC
courses until the U.S. military withdrew its cooperation from that
program in 2002 due to racially exclusionary admissions policy.

DID THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII, OR THE TERRITORY, MAKE HAWAIIAN
LANGUAGE ILLEGAL?

RESO: "... the result of the illegal annexation ... displaced Native
Hawaiians, robbing them of their ... language ..."

HSTA DOCUMENT: "The government made it illegal for anyone to have
a Native Hawaiian first name, or even speak the Hawaiian language in
public"

REPLY: | have thoroughly researched and disproved the often-repeated
assertion that Hawaiian language was suppressed or made illegal,
including a detailed rebuttal to a webpage making those assertions
published by the Office of Hawaiian Education within the DOE; but DOE
refuses to correct it despite overwhelming proof of falsity. For facts
see "Was Hawaiian Language lllegal? Did the Evil Haoles Suppress
Hawaiian Language As A Way of Oppressing Kanaka Maoli and
Destroying Their Culture?" at

http://tinyurl.com/6zrka

and

"Holding the State of Hawaii Department of Education accountable for
propagating the lie that Hawaiian language was banned" at
https://tinyurl.com/y6phnzeh
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: HR 148, URGING THE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION TO REQUEST
HCR 179  THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO CHANGE THE NAME OF
PRESIDENT WILLIAM MCKINLEY HIGH SCHOOL BACK TO THE
SCHOOL'S PREVIOUS NAME OF HONOLULU HIGH SCHOOL AND
TO REMOVE THE STATUE OF PRESIDENT MCKINLEY FROM THE
SCHOOL PREMISES.

THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2021

COREY ROSENLEE, PRESIDENT
HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Kapela, and members of the House Committee on Education:

The Hawaii State Teachers Association supports HR 148 and HCR 179 in urging the
Superintendent of Education to request the Board of Education to change the name of President
William McKinley High School back to the school’s previous name of Honolulu High School
and to remove the statue of President McKinley from the school premises.

As educators, we are deeply committed to supporting our keiki and our community. We are
proud to live in a vibrant tapestry of cultures with shared values rooted in ‘ohana and ‘aina. We
lift our students with knowledge, awareness, skill, and confidence; creating an environment of
equity that allows every student to thrive.

Here, we explain why the name President William McKinley does not honor this commitment.
The school’s name glorifies a man who illegally annexed a country against the will of her
gueen and people.

On Jan. 16, 1893, U.S. troops invaded the Hawaiian Kingdom, which led to a conditional
surrender by the Hawaiian Kingdom’s executive monarch, Her Majesty Queen Lili‘uokalani. An
investigation initiated by President Grover Cleveland called this invasion “an act of war.”



President Cleveland agreed to restore the Hawaiian Kingdom if Queen Lili‘uokalani granted
amnesty to the provisional government that overthrew her. She ultimately agreed, but
unfortunately, President Cleveland did not get elected to a second term and could not restore her
to her rightful position.

When McKinley took office, he proceeded to annex Hawai‘i, ignoring protests by Queen
Lili‘uokalani, two Hawaiian political organizations — Hui Aloha ‘Aina and Hui Kalai‘aina —
and a petition of more than 21,000 signatures from Hawaiian citizens and residents submitted by
Hui Aloha ‘Aina. Hui Kalai‘aina collected an additional 17,000 signatures.

When he could not obtain a two-thirds vote in the Senate to ratify a “treaty” of annexation with
the illegal Republic of Hawai‘i, McKinley pushed for a joint resolution in the U.S. Congress, a
domestic measure that required a simple majority, but had no lawful authority beyond U.S.
borders. McKinley signed the resolution into law on July 7, 1898.

The name reflects an indoctrination of Hawaiian students and a movement that obliterated
Native Hawaiian identity in favor of American patriotism.

To enforce the annexation, the government implemented a “methodical plan of Americanization”
that “sought to obliterate the national consciousness of the Hawaiian Kingdom in the minds of
the school children throughout the islands. It was developed by the Territory of Hawai‘i’s
Department of Public Instruction and called ‘Programme for Patriotic Exercises in the Public
Schools.””

The government made it illegal for anyone to have a Native Hawaiian first name, or even speak
the Hawaiian language in public. Native Hawaiians were forced to suppress their Hawaiian
cultural and national identity in favor of American allegiance.

If students weren’t “Americanized” enough, they weren’t allowed to attend high school and
entered the workforce instead. In 1907, Harper’s Weekly correspondent William Inglis noted the
“astounding” difference in student body from grade school to Honolulu High School: “Below
were all the hues of the human spectrum, with brown and yellow predominating; here the tone
was clearly white.”

Honolulu High School was the former name of what is now President William McKinley High
School. The school itself was originally established in 1833 as the Oahu Charity School. Its
name was subsequently changed to Honolulu Town School then Fort Street School. In 1895, it
moved from Princess Ruth Ke‘elikolani’s former residence to its current location and was
renamed Honolulu High School.

The change from Honolulu High School to President William McKinley High School in 1907
and the installation of McKinley’s statue in 1911 reflect the government’s targeted indoctrination
in schools.

An article published in The Hawaiian Star on Nov. 22, 1901, said: “It is believed that the project
of erecting a local memorial to Mr. McKinley, if carried out by all classes of the Hawaiian
population, and participated in by the school children, will tend to develop partiotism (sic) and



go to strengthen the interest of our people in American institutions and principles.”

This indoctrination also impacted teachers, many of whom were Native Hawaiian women forced
to teach curriculum that handcuffed their personal beliefs and identity. According to a 2017
Office of Hawaiian Affairs report, Native Hawaiian teachers made up 41.1 percent of the total
number of teachers prior to 1893. “The combination of non-Hawaiian teacher recruitment, lower
pay for Native Hawaiian teachers, and the mandate of using only the English language in schools
led to the decline of Native Hawaiian teachers,” the OHA report concluded.

The devastating loss of Native Hawaiian identity, culture, and language has yet to fully
recover.

Though the overthrow and annexation occurred more than a century ago, their destructive
impacts continue to fester. Those who did not live through this era may never fully understand
the far-reaching damage and trauma colonization has on its people.

Americanization and the denial of Native Hawaiian names, language, and learning made many
Native Hawaiians ashamed of their cultural identity. They believed they were worth less — a
mentality that has been passed down and continues to cripple successive generations.

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs stated, “The practice of using Western standards to validate
Hawaiian culturally-based activities and behaviors led to the devaluing of the traditional
Hawaiian system and caused shame and embarrassment among Native Hawaiians. Navigating
the immense cultural shifts and the depreciation of Hawaiian values and traditions caused
internal moral conflicts between preserving the old and embracing the new. These effects can
still be seen today.”

Public schools were established by the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1840 by King Kamehameha I11. As
of 1834, the literacy rate among Hawaiians was estimated between 91 percent and 95 percent.
Now, one in every six adults in Hawai‘i, or more than 16 percent of the adult population, cannot
read or write at a basic level.

This statistic, while not isolated to the Native Hawaiian population, indicates a disconnect from
language and education. In 2016, Native Hawaiian reading proficiency percentages ranged from
high of 41.2 percent in grade 5 to a low of 29.2 percent in grade 7, far below the non-Hawaiian
range of 60.3 percent in grade 5 through 50.5 percent in grade 7; and the largest proficiency gap
of 20.8 percentage points occurred in grade 11. This loss of literacy leads to higher dropout rates,
unemployment, low wages, poverty, homelessness, and incarceration.

Continued suppression of Hawaiian culture and identity further exacerbates the challenges
Native Hawaiians face today in areas including sustainability, land use, and resources
management. No group should be forced to prove themselves on their own land, or left to
struggle and fail.

It is our kuleana (responsibility) to restore pono (righteousness).

Changing the name of McKinley High School back to Honolulu High School restores pono and



pride to Hawai‘i, our “@ina, and our people, especially our youth. We must teach our keiki to
fully embrace their true history and identity if we want them to thrive.

This need is not exclusive to Native Hawaiians. Staying true to our values and righting our
wrongs heals our “‘ohana and uplifts our entire community. We must brave the first step by
removing a prominent figure who was instrumental in the harm and trauma of our collective
history.

A similar change occurred in Alaska in 2015 when President Barack Obama and Secretary of the
Interior Sally Jewell restored the name Denali to what had been called Mount McKinley for
nearly a century. Denali, or “deenaalee,” means “the tall one” in the Koyukon language, spoken
for thousands of years by an indigenous Athabaskan group.

“Denali’s name has long been seen as one such slight, regarded as an example of cultural
imperialism in which a Native American name with historical roots was replaced by an
American one having little to do with the place,” according to The New York Times.

“There’s no denying that for some Americans, the deck’s been stacked against them, sometimes
for generations, and that’s been true of many Native Americans,” said President Obama. “But if
we’re working together, we can make things better.”

Names have great significance to us. A school’s name should honor its greatness.

Names are a cornerstone of our identity. In Hawaiian culture, names are chosen with great
deliberation to imbue their possessors with sacred story and energy.

Eomailani K. Kukahiko, Ph.D., a University of Hawaii at Manoa faculty member in the
Curriculum Studies Department who specializes in Hawaiian language immersion, wrote,
“Hawaiian names tell the stories of our people. Names are usually given by kapuna, or to honor
klpuna. Sometimes names appear in a dream, inoa p0, yet other times as a recording of a specific
event.”

McKinley High is an incredible school with impressive accomplishments and prominent alumni.
It serves and supports our community. Its halls are steeped in spirit, honor, and pride. It’s
important that we recognize the true source of this excellence: the students, the educators, the
community, the “aina.

This great school deserves a better name.

McKinley High School is located in the ahupua‘a of Honolulu, in the moku of Kona, on the
mokupuni of O‘ahu. Changing the school’s name back to Honolulu High School honors its life
source, the land that feeds it.

We are joining an ongoing movement across Hawai‘i and the U.S. continent.

Kahuku High and Intermediate in Windward O*‘ahu: The school community council is currently
vetting an independent facilitator to help change its mascot. The Hawaii State Department of



Education’s Civil Rights Compliance Branch confirmed in November 2020 “that the use of a
Native American as the mascot of KHIS, the term ‘Red Raiders,” and the ‘tomahawk chop,’ is, in
fact, discriminatory, as it mocks protected classes (race, color, ancestry and national origin).” In
an attempt to address concerns, KHIS made its mascot Polynesian, but the branch found the
overall use of an ethnic figure problematic for the same reason. The school is also actively
discouraging use of the “tomahawk chop” as a fan cheer, but will keep the name Red Raiders,
according to the SCC’s Feb. 4, 2021 meeting minutes.

Central Intermediate in Honolulu, O“ahu: In an opinion piece for Civil Beat, Kukahiko, a
University of Hawaii at Manoa faculty member, calls for Central Intermediate to be named
Ke‘elikolani School. “Those unfamiliar may think that this school is located in Anywhere, USA.
In fact, it is built upon the “aina of Akopua where once stood the grand home of Ruth Keanolani
Kanahoahoa Ke‘elikolani, Kedua Hale,” she wrote. “As a people whose majority is several
generations removed from native speakers and disparately dispossessed of land, we have
accepted these insidious changes and desecration of ‘aina as commonplace.”

Ka‘ohao Public Charter School in Kailua, O‘ahu: Lanikai Elementary Public Charter School
became Ka‘ohao Public Charter School (aka Ka‘ohao School) on July 1, 2017. Ka‘ohao is the
true name of the area between Kailua Beach and Waimanalo Beach, which a developer called
Lanikai in an incorrect attempt to say heavenly sea. “We believe that our name change represents
much of what we stand for as a school. In many ways, we are tying and joining together the past,
the present, and the future. We do this humbly, with cultural respect and understanding; and
applying knowledge from awareness to action, the chief aim of education,” according to the
school’s website.

It’s not just schools. There is a community movement to restore other place names to their inoa
‘0iwi, such as Pu‘uloa instead of Pearl Harbor, or Maunalua instead of Hawai‘i Kai.

Kilauea Fissure 8 was named Ahu‘aila‘au through a process that involved the community in
thorough, meaningful conversations. “Ahu‘aila“au, which refers to the altar of the volcano deity
‘Aila‘au, was selected from dozens of community submitted proposals. Hawai‘i County Council
Resolution 640-18 requested that the Hawai‘i Board on Geographic Names consult with the
communities impacted by the eruption to ensure traditional, cultural, and family ties were
considered in order to establish appropriate names for the Fissure 8 vent and any other features
of the 2018 eruption of Kilauea Volcano,” as explained in a state-issued news release.

The City and County of Honolulu’s Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, Chapter 22, Article 8
stipulates that all street names shall “consist of Hawaiian names, word or phrases and shall be
selected with a view to the appropriateness of the name to historic, cultural, scenic and
topographical features of the area.” This law has been in effect since 1978.

According to the Alabama-based Southern Poverty Law Center, 168 Confederate symbols,
including 94 monuments, were removed across the United States in 2020, virtually all of them
following the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officers. “Critics argue that
removing or renaming tributes to Confederate figures amounts to erasing history, the SPLC
points out. But many historians — and public opinion polling — reject this concept, saying it’s
time for the symbols to go, and possible to engage with this period of history in other ways,”



according to a National Public Radio report.

We ask that you support HR 148 and HCR 179 so we can right a devastating wrong, honor
this school’s true legacy, and move toward a better, equitable future that ensures our
communities are whole and every student thrives.

Mahalo for hearing this important issue.
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Aloha Chair Woodson and Members of the Education Committee and Chair Lowen and
the members of the Energy and Enviromental Protection Committee,

My name is Ron Okamura and | am the Principal of President William McKinley High
School. | am testifying in opposition of HCR179 and HR148 on Recommending
Renaming McKinley High School. There are many reasons why | oppose the
resolution, but will highlight some of them.

Present campus of McKinley High School was always named McKinley High

School. Honolulu High School was never located on the current campus. So by saying
it should revert back to it's original name it has always been named McKinley High
School.

Historical aspects of the campus of McKinley High School. Several of the school's
buildings are register with the National Historical Society for it's architectural designs
and it history with December 7, 1941 as the main building was shot at by a Japanese
airplane during the attack on Pearl Harbor. The Japanese pilot mistook the campus to
be a military installation and shot at it leaving bullet holes on the front of the

building and missing the statue of President McKinley.

The strong ties with the school and it's alumni. There are many notable graduates from
McKinley that have gone on to become leaders of the local and global

communities. The McKinley name is recognized all across the world because of the
influences these many graduates have modeled. Our school is also recognized as a
school of not only for it's education but for it's social development of our

students. Current students are constantly reminded of what it means to be a McKinley
Tiger and uphold the "pride and tradition" that our school promotes. Understanding and
acceptance of differences is strong values we teach to all of students to promote the
McKiley High School legacy. Thousands of student have graduated from McKinley High
and many more thousands will in the future as well, by changing the name and
removing of the statue would clearly change the history and culture of the school We
will be a school influx without a history and that would dishonor our alumni and for our



current student to find a whole new identity would leave us with a whole generation of
graduates without a true sense of belonging.

We also make sure that our students understand the past in order to make the best
decisions for the future. We cannot censor things from our students just because we do
not like some aspects of a person or event that has taken place. Many times for people
that have been honored with something being named after them, we look back at some
of the things that were done and do not agree with what they did. But we need to let our
students know that what may seem very wrong today, during that person's era those
things were acceptable. So our students need to see the whole picture of our past and
learn from them and not just erase them from our history or we are doomed to make the
same mistakes over and over again.

There are so many more reasons to why | oppose the resolution HCR179 and HR

148 but wanted to point out our prospective so that you all know that we will not give up
without a fight as this would change so much history and culture not only for the school
but the greater community. And as | put up the question that | always ask when this gs
like this take place is: "When will this en