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HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/20/2021 2:10:01 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Dandurand Kauai Food Hub Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill shows the residents of the state of Hawaii that our governemt is leading by 
example. This is a powerful statement.  

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/20/2021 12:47:23 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Patricia Blair Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB817 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/20/2021 1:31:14 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eliel Starbright Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

An addition to all the benefits of growing our food security and eating quality locally 
sourced foods, the more we support local food production and consumption the more 
we decrease our carbon footprint associated with incoming shipping costs and our solid 
waste production. 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/20/2021 2:12:14 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

C. Kaui Lucas Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Finanace Committee 

This is walking the talk on supporting local food production. Please pass this bill. 

mahalo, 

Kaui Lucas 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/20/2021 2:14:21 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dee Green Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha 

Food security is essential in Hawai'i.  And, the more we support local food production 
and consumption the more we decrease our carbon footprint.   Also, sourcing local food 
for schools will support access to more culturally appropriate and nutritious foods for 
public school students, such as kalo and sweet potatoes.    
  

Please support this bill and lead by example! 

Thank you 

Dee Green 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/20/2021 2:18:19 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laura Gray Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 817 HD2 because it will help our local farmers have a more reliable 
income stream. It is really a labor of love, and as a small kine farmer, it is really 
rewarding just to know you are providing healthy food on a local level, but it is difficult to 
actually make a living at it. Any way that we can make it more profitable is a good thing. 

 







HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/20/2021 9:12:45 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Claire Kamalu Carroll Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha- 

I am summiting my support to HB817 

  

Mahalo, 

  

Claire Kamalu Carroll 

 







HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/21/2021 7:20:41 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

carol lee kamekona Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of all government departments being required to purchase locally-grown 
products thereby supporting the transition of our food supply towards being more 
sustainable and locally sourced while providing a stable committed market for local 
farmers at a time when it is greatly needed. 

 





HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/21/2021 8:54:01 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carrie Brennan, N.D. Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill.  Hawaii needs to be as sustainable and have as much locally sourced 
foods as possible.  Every time I am in Safeway or Costco and see bananas for sale that 
have been imported I wonder why.  This should never happen, ie. import foods that 
clearly we can grow here in Hawaii.  

 





2333 Kapiolani Blvd., #1604 

Honolulu, HI 96826 

  

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/21/2021 10:28:12 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Doris McGowan Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Yes on HB817 ... for the betterment of our future ... do all these things to help 
sustainability and keep our organic farmers working ... thank you 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/21/2021 11:15:35 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Julia Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I support this bill. It is important support and encourage local agriculture. 

  

Mahalo,                                                                                                                                
            Julia Barzilai 

 





 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/21/2021 11:44:19 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Stauber Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill is critical to supporting our local farmers by directing state agencies to purchase 
locally grown foods, reducing our need to import food. 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/21/2021 3:10:48 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Support 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/21/2021 6:04:34 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

JarraeTehani Manasas Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha my name is JarraeTehani Manasas and I support HB 817 in effort to prioritze the 
purchase and use of locally-grown food as a critical part of establishing our food 
security and supporting our economy. In growing our food security and eating quality 
locally sourced foods, the more we support local food production and consumption the 
more we decrease our carbon footprint associated with incoming shipping costs and our 
solid waste production. Mahalo for your time.  

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/21/2021 7:15:50 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anna Mackey Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The Department of Agriculture sets the standard of practice statewide. Therefore it is 
imperetive they be held to the standard of purchasing a certain pertage of food that is 
grown in Hawaii to lead by example. 

Hawaii is blessed with fertile soils, water, and land where farming and racnhing offer 
great opportunities for generations of Hawaiians. The market for the production must be 
suported by the state departent in oder to succedd and help generations of Hawaiians 
thrive. 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 9:36:23 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Judith A Mick Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha .It is time for the departments in our government to show suppor of our very 
important local food producers by buying from them. It is the only way we will survive in 
the future. 

Thank you for your consideration.   Judy Mick, Kailua 

 





HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 11:19:02 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Marion McHenry Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill because it will help to give guaranteed income to our local farmers 
which will encourage them to continue growing food crops and to expand their 
production. The pandemic and climate change is proving  that Hawaii needs our farmers 
to grow more food for our local people. This is an excellent way to invest in our farmers 
and their futures. 

Sincerely 

Marion McHenry 

Princeville 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 11:58:13 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mary Lu Kelley Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am in support of HB 817 because it requires each state department to ensure that a 
certain percentage of the produce purchased by that department is locally-grown and 
therefore supports the transition of our food supply towards being more sustainable and 
locally sourced while providing a stable committed market for local farmers at a time 
when it is greatly needed. 

Please support and pass HB 817. 

Thank ou, 

Mary Lu Kelley 

3644 Lawaiuka Road 

Lawai, HI 96765 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 12:28:45 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Donna Thelander Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

One thing the last year has made clear is that we need to put considerably more focus 
and effort into our local food sustainability and SECURITY and stop relying so much on 
food shipped in from outside the state. Supporting our local economy and infrastructure, 
in industries outside of tourism, is critical to supporting our 'ohana and our future.  

In this, government departments can lead by example by purchasing from local 
producers to both support and transform our local agricultural sector and economy. 

Beyond growing and supporting our local food security, the less food we ship in the 
lower our carbon footprint associated with shipping and solid waste production. 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 1:04:30 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kelsey Amos Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill because it takes steps toward state departments sourcing their food 
purchases locally. This helps the local economy and supports growing our local food 
system. 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 1:25:45 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Matthew Geyer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for hearing this measure which intends to increase the amount of locally 
sourced produce.  This would benefit Hawaii's farming community, the health of our 
residents and be more environmentally friendly. 

  

Matt Geyer 

Chair - Environmental Justice Task Force of Faith Action for Community Equity. 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 1:29:12 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Collin Darrell Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I have experienced first hand the ability to purchase predominantly and exclusively local 
ingredients to produce a well rounded offering year round in Hawaii through owning 
Hanai Kauai. Creating a dedicated market for our Farmers is a critical step in 
developing long standing businesses and relationships. Please support making this 
happen sooner! 

 



HB-817-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 4:07:33 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/23/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dana Keawe Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support hb817 hd2 

 

fintestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 
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The Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice is committed to a more socially just 
Hawai�±i, where everyone has genuine opportunities to achieve economic security and fulfill their 

potential. We change systems that perpetuate inequality and injustice through policy development, 
advocacy, and coalition building. 

 
 

 
Testimony of Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice 

Supporting HB 817 – Relating to Agriculture 
House Committee on Finance 

Scheduled for hearing Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at 2:00PM 
 

 
 
Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in SUPPORT of HB 817, which would 
require state departments to ensure that a certain percentage of the produce purchased is 
produced locally.  
 
Hawai‘i Appleseed is committed to building a Hawai‘i where everyone has genuine 
opportunities to achieve economic security, and this includes our farmworkers and rural 
communities.  
 
Food programs, including child and senior nutrition programs and other institutional feeding 
programs run directly by the state, procure tens of millions of dollars’ worth of food annually. 
Unfortunately, most of that is procured from mainland producers. This effort to prioritize the 
purchase and use of locally-grown food is a critical part of supporting Hawai‘i’s rural economy. 
It will also provide equitable access to locally grown products to all Hawai‘i residents, rather 
than just those with the means to spend premium prices for local products. 
 
Due to the immensity of the important work proposed in this bill, we echo other testifiers in our 
request that a farm to state/farm to school program and one or more dedicated coordinator 
positions are needed in both the Hawai‘i Departments of Agriculture and Education, per the 
proposal in HB767 HD1. 
 
We understand the difficulties in prioritizing local with the complexity of procurement code. We 
also believe that it is the work of our institutions and tax payer dollars that has the most profound 
ability to make a real difference in our island food economy. Thank you for your consideration 
of this important measure. 

fintestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 
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Chris Manfredi Hawaii Coffee 
Association 
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Comments:  

Please support this common-sense measure to assist Hawaii's coffee farmers.. 

Our industry has been rocked by COVID and we are now faciing Coffee Leaf Rust. 

BUY LOCAL! 

Mahalo! 

 



 
 

PO Box 1177  Koloa HI  96756 
808.652.5286 hawaiiSEED.org 
 
 

February 22, 2021 
 
Support of HB 817 
FARM TO GOVERNMENT BILL 
 
Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and Committee Members, 
 
Hawai`i SEED strongly supports HB 817 
 
We support the multiple benefits of growing our food security and eating fresh, quality, locally grown foods to 
support an increase to local food production. It will also reduce our carbon footprint and shipping costs. In the 
long run, it is a large savings with many benefits. 
 
The time is now to require each state department to ensure that a percentage of produce purchasing is locally 
grown. This transition to support locally grown food will be a great help toward local food security while 
ensuring a consistent market for local farmers. 
 
Please support HB 817 as an important demonstration of government leading by example and to transform 
our food supply. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeri Di Pietro, President 
Hawai`i SEED 
(808) 651-1332 
 
 
 Hawaii Farm to School Program; Farm to School Meals; DOE; DOA 

Description: 
Moves the Hawaii farm to school program from the department of agriculture to the department of education. Establishes a prog rammatic 
goal for the department of education that at least thirty percent of food served in public schools shall consist of locally sourced products by 
2030 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://hawaiiseed.org/
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