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To:  The Honorable Sylvia Luke, Chair; 
  The Honorable Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair; 

and Members of the House Committee on Finance 
 

From:  Isaac W. Choy, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 
Date:  February 25, 2021 
Time:  1:00 P.M. 
Place:  Via Video Conference, State Capitol 
 

Re:  H.B. 598, H.D. 2, Relating to Tobacco Products 
 
 The Department of Taxation (Department) offers the following comments regarding H.B. 
598, H.D. 2, for your consideration.   
 

H.B. 598, H.D. 2, makes numerous amendments to chapter 245, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 
including creating a new offense for unlawful shipment of tobacco products, repealing a related 
section dealing with delivery sales of tobacco products, raising tobacco wholesaler license and 
retailer permit fees, requiring retailers to specify whether they sell electronic smoking devices, 
modifying tobacco tax allocation, and repealing the Electronic Smoking Device Retailer 
Registration Unit.  The bill has a defective effective date of July 1, 2050. 

 
First, the Department notes the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce made 

amendments to this measure at the Department's suggestions. The Department appreciates the 
consideration of its testimony. 

 
Second, the Department notes that this measure adds a definition of “electronic smoking 

device” to chapter 245, HRS, but does not actually tax those devices. As a general matter, the 
Department notes that it is not appropriate to require registration under chapter 245, HRS, if the 
taxpayer is not subject to that tax. 
 

Finally, the Department appreciates the increased wholesaler/dealer license fees and retail 
permit fees in sections 245-2 and 245-2.5, HRS, respectively. In most cases, the current fee 
amount does not cover the cost to the State to issue the license or permit. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 





https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/2012/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/2012/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/statesystem/ecigarette.html
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The American Heart Association of Hawaii urges you to amend HB 598, HD 2, to its 
original language as a way to create parity between e-cigarette and traditional 
tobacco product regulations and taxes, and to help reduce Hawaii youth vaping 
epidemic. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donald B. Weisman 
Government Relations/Communications Director 
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TO:  
Committee on Finance 
Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair  
Rep. Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair 
 
FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION  
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director 
 

 

 
RE: HB598 HD2 Relating to Tobacco Products 

 
Position: Comments 
 
The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, and distributors of food and beverage related 
products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
HFIA supports portions of this bill that seek to regulate the shipping of electronic smoking 
devices and e-liquid. Data1 shows that the majority of underage people who use electronic 
smoking devises buy them online or get them from their friends. A relatively small percentage 
purchase them in stores that sell tobacco products since these businesses already have 
established and enforced age restriction in place. Regulating the shipping of these products is 
a common-sense way to keep them out of the hands of young people.  
 
We oppose the section of this bill that seek to increase fees on retail tobacco licenses and 
permits. This measure would increase the license fee for tobacco by 10,000%, which is 
excessive and unnecessary.  

Hawaii has the second highest tobacco taxes of any state. By attempting to increase license 
and permit fees, this bill unfairly and misguidedly targets retailers and wholesalers rather than 
tobacco users.  

 
1 https://www.cnbc.com/2019/07/03/commentary-convenience-stores-say-teen-vaping-to-worsen-in-fda-plan.html 

DATE: February 25, 2021 
TIME: 1pm  
PLACE: Via Videoconference 
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STAFF COMMENTS:  The question that should be asked is the purpose of the tobacco tax. If 
the goal is to make people stop smoking by making it cost-prohibitive to smoke, then (a) it’s 
working, as hikes in the cigarette tax have begun to exert downward pressure on collections not 
only locally but also nationally, but (b) it shouldn’t be expected to raise revenue, because of (a). 
If the goal is really to stop the behavior, why are we not banning it? 

As the Foundation’s previous President, Lowell Kalapa, wrote in the Tax Foundation of 
Hawaii’s weekly commentary on October 28, 2012: 

Lawmakers seem to have a simplistic reaction to solving problems the solution to which 
plagues their constituents – tax it. 

Probably the best example is what people like to call sin taxes, those excise taxes that are 
levied on tobacco and alcohol products.  After all, smoking causes cancer and alcohol 
causes all sorts of problems including driving under the influence.  Lawmakers and 
community advocates shake their heads and push for higher tax rates, arguing that 
making these products more expensive will deter folks from using these products. 

The problem is that lawmakers also like the revenues that are generated from the sales of 
these products and, in some cases, they have tried to link the use and sale of these 
products with noble causes such as the funding of the Cancer Research Center that is 
currently being built.  Again, the argument is that smokers should pay for programs and 
projects which seek to cure the related ill which in this case is cancer caused by smoking. 

The irony is that arguments to increase the tax on tobacco and, more specifically, 
cigarettes, is a goal of getting smokers to quit while depending on the revenues from 
tobacco and cigarette taxes to fund an ongoing program, in this case the Cancer Research 
Center.  So, which is it folks, stop smokers from smoking and if successful, there won’t 
be any revenues to fund the Cancer Research Center? 

The fact of the matter is that it appears that both locally and nationally, higher taxes on 
cigarettes are influencing smokers as tax collections on the sale of cigarettes have fallen.  
Certainly some of the decline is due to smokers actually quitting, but to some degree one 
has to suspect that some purchases were made via mail order from exempt Indian 
reservation outlets while others may be what is called gray market purchases, that is from 
sources outside the country. 

What should come as a surprise is that most of the folks who have quit are of some means 
as they are more likely to recognize the health hazard caused by use of this product. That 
means most of those who are still smoking are among the lower-income members of our 
community.  Thus, the tax is regressive, generating less and less collections from middle 
and higher-income individuals. 

As predicted, programs that have been fed by earmarks from the tobacco tax, like the Cancer 
Research Center, have become a victim of the success of tobacco cessation programs and 
publicity.  Revenues produced by the tobacco tax have been in steady decline over the past few 
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years despite tax rate increases, and hoisting the smoking age to 21 in the 2015 session certainly 
didn’t reverse the trend. 

 

 

Source:  Department of Taxation Annual Report (2019-2020), page 23. 

Fiscal reliance on funds from a sin tax is inadvisable, perhaps outright dangerous.  If the goal is 
to affect social behavior, use of the tax law is not the most effective way to do so. 

Digested 2/23/2021 
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Date: February 24, 2021 
 
To:  Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair 

Representative Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair 
Members of the Finance Committee 

 
Re: Comments to HB 598, HD2, Relating to Tobacco Products 
 
Hrg:  February 25, 2021 at 1:00 PM via Videoconference 
 
 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi, a program of the HawaiÔi Public 
Health Institute i support s the intent  of HB 598, HD2, which aims to 
(1) establish the offense of unlawful shipment of tobacco products; (2) 
increase the price of the tobacco license and permit; (3) fund health 
education and prevention programs relating to risks and dangers of 
electronic smoking devices (ESDs) youth use; and (4) repeal various 
statutory provisions relating to ESDs.  
 
The Coalition notes that the removal of ESDs from the tobacco definition 
removes ESDs from the restrictions  referenced above. Therefore, the 
Coalition recommends the original language of HB 598. This language 
includes ESDs in the definition of tobacco products, thus taxing ESDs at 
70% of the wholesale price, the same rate of other tobacco products, and 
requires ESD retailers and wholesalers to obtain tobacco permits and 
licenses.  

 
E-cigarette use among youth and young adults has become a public health 
concern. 
In 2019, 1 in 3 (30.6%) public high school students and more than 1 in 6 (18%) 
public middle school students in HawaiÔi reported that they are regularly 
vapingii. Because ESDs remain unregulated, e-cigarette companies have 
aggressively marketed their products by glamorizing their use, using 
celebrities and young adults as endorsers, and making false health claims. E-
cigarettes often contain nicotine, which is addictive and harmful particularly 
to adolescents, whose brains are still developing. A 2016 report by the 
Surgeon General concluded that cigarettes are dangerous and a health 
threat to youth and young adultsiii. According to an article published by Dr. 
Jackler and Dr. Ramamurthi, ÒJUUL has triggered a widespread rush among 
aerosol purveyors to market e-liquid in unprecedentedly high nicotine 
concentrationsiv.Ó 
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Electronic smoking devices (ESDs) are the only tobacco product without a tobacco tax. 
In 2016, the FDA deemed e-cigarettes, including its components and parts as tobacco products. In 
a pollv conducted by Ward Research Inc. for the Coalition in October 2020, 91% of registered 
HawaiÔi voters were in  support of taxing e-cigarettes at the same rate as cigarettes or other 
tobacco products. Because ESDs are not subject to current State tobacco tax laws, they are seen 
as lower-priced tobacco alternatives with virtually no restrictions that can be appealing to the 
youth. Raising taxes and increasing the price of tobacco products is a proven strategy to reduce 
consumption for both adults and youth.  
 
The Coalition supports establishing an ESD tax and appreciates that this measure dedicates a 
portion of the tax revenue to tobacco prevention and control programs. In the same poll 
conducted by Ward Research, 95% of registered HawaiÔi voters believe it is important to dedicate 
some of the funding from an ESD tax to tobacco prevention and cessation programs. 
 
COVID-19 Risks 
In May 2020, Stanford University published a landmark studyvi that found teens and young adults 
that use e-cigarettes had a five to seven times greater chance of being diagnosed with COVID-19 
than those that did not use e-cigarettes. Considering the 2019 YRBS results that documented an 
increase in youth e-cigarette use, this finding is incredibly concerning. To put this into perspective, 
there are 52,042 high school students enrolled in HawaiÕi public schools. Using the most recent 
YRBS data, that translates to nearly 16,000 HawaiÕi high schoolers that used an e-cigarette in the 
last 30 days, and may be five to seven times more likely to be diagnosed with COVID-19 than their 
nonsmoking peers. Global pandemic or not, these numbers are unacceptable, and there is an 
increased urgency for regulatory action in light of the increased risk of COVID-19. With no end in 
sight for the COVID-19 crisis, it is imperative that HawaiÕi passes comprehensive legislation 
regulating e-cigarettes to curb usage and protect the health of our keiki. 
 
ESD licensing and permits protect both consumers and merchants.  
The Coalition supports requiring ESD sellers and vendors obtain a tobacco permit and/or license 
which is currently required for any tobacco retailer or wholesaler. This consistency would assist 
with the communication and enforcement of current tobacco tax and purchase laws. In addition, 
the Coalition supports the proposed increased fees for the tobacco permit and license. 
 
This measure strengthens federal regulations on the online sales of e-cigarettes.  
The ÒPreventing Online Sales of E-Cigarettes to Children ActÓ expands the 2009 Prevent All 
Cigarette Trafficking (PACT) Act to cover electronic smoking devices, requiring age verification by 
online retailers and private delivery companies, labeling on packaging to indicate they contain 
tobacco products, compliance with state and local tobacco taxes, and prohibiting shipments of 
electronic smoking devices through USPSvii. However, private delivery companies like UPS and 
FedEx to deliver e-cigarettes to consumers. States have the authority to impose stricter 
regulations, and at least six states have laws that prohibit direct-to-consumer shipments of e-
cigarettes. This measure would restrict shipments of ESDs to registered and licensed seller, 
allowing the State to enforce current tobacco selling and taxation laws. According to the same 
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independent poll conducted by Ward Research, 82% of HawaiÕi registered voters support 
prohibiting on -line sales of ESDs and e-liquid.  
 
With the COVID -19 pandemic, measures to improve health are of increased importance. We need 
to take action and regulate electronic smoking devices for our kids. The former  Surgeon General, 
VADM Jerome Adams issued an advisory in December 2018 Òemphasizing the importance of 
protecting our children from a lifetime of nicotine addiction and associated health risks by 
immediately addressing the epidemic of youth e-cigarette use. The recent surge in e-cigarette use 
among youth, which has been fueled by new types of e-cigarettes that have recently entered the 
market, is a cause for great concern. We must take action now to protect the health of our nationÕs 
young peopleviii.Ó HawaiÔi has made enormous progress on tobacco control and we ask the 
legislature to take the necessary steps to reverse our youth vaping epidemic in order to save our 
youth from a lifetime of addiction. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We support  the intent  of HB 598, HD2 and recommend 
reverting to the original language of the bill. 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  

!
i The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi (Coalition) is a program of the HawaiÔi Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in 
HawaiÔi, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based advocacy, 
education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, business, and 
community-based organizations. 
 
ii  2019 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBS). Available at: www.cdc.gov/yrbs. [Accessed on 02/03/2021]. 
 
iii U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. E-cigarette Use Among Youth and Young Adults, a Report from the 
Surgeon General (2017). From https://e -cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/2016_SGR_Exec_Summ_508.pdf 
 
iv Jackler RK, Ramamurthi D. Tob Control Epub ahead of print: 2.6.19.doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol -2018-054796. 
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2019/01/31/tobaccocontrol -2018-054796  
 
v This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=800 Hawaii registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/-3.3%), conducted between September 21 Ð October 16, 2020. 
 
vi Gaiha SM, Cheng J, Halpern-Felsher B. Association Between Youth Smoking, Electronic Cigarette Use, and COVID-
19. J Adolesc Health. 2020;67(4):519-523. doi:10.1016/j.jadohealth.2020.07.002 
 
vii Public Health Law Center. (2021, January 27). Deliver us from evil: E-cigarettes and the PACT Act. Retrieved from 
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/deliver -us-evil-e-cigarettes-and-pact-act.  
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!
viii Surgeon General Advisory, December 2018, https://e -cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/surgeon-generals-
advisory-on-e-cigarette-use-among-youth-2018.pdf 
 



https://med.stanford.edu/news/all-news/2020/08/vaping-linked-to-covid-19-risk-in-teens-and-young-adults.html






 
 

related health disparities among disparate populations.1 When appropriately funded in accordance with 
CDC recommendations, comprehensive tobacco control programs are able to reduce tobacco use.2 
 
Smoking has a monetary cost placed on the State of Hawaii. The annual health care costs in Hawaii directly 
caused by smoking is $526 million. Medicaid costs caused by smoking in Hawaii is $141.7 million annually. 
Residents' state & federal tax burden from smoking-caused government expenditures is $835 per 
household. Smoking-caused productivity losses in Hawaii is $387.3 million. These amounts do not include 
health costs caused by exposure to secondhand smoke, smoking-caused fires, smokeless tobacco use, or 
cigar and pipe smoking. Proportion of cancer deaths in Hawaii attributable to smoking is 24.6%.3   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter and your consideration in adding life-saving 
recommendations to the bill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 CDC, 2014.   
2 CDC, 2014.   
3 ACS, State-Specific Smoking-Related Cancer Cases and Deaths, 2017 Updated December 3, 2020 
https://www.fightcancer.org/sites/default/files/State-Specific%20Smoking-
Attributable%20Cancer%20Cases%20and%20Deaths%20Factsheet%20FINAL%2012.11.20.pdf 
 

https://www.fightcancer.org/sites/default/files/State-Specific%20Smoking-Attributable%20Cancer%20Cases%20and%20Deaths%20Factsheet%20FINAL%2012.11.20.pdf
https://www.fightcancer.org/sites/default/files/State-Specific%20Smoking-Attributable%20Cancer%20Cases%20and%20Deaths%20Factsheet%20FINAL%2012.11.20.pdf
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HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 1:56:17 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Vin Kim Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill.  

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:00:34 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Teddy Kim Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 



To whom it may concern, 

 

I am opposing the current bill (HB598) that will destroy the vaping industry here in Hawaii and put 
hundreds of people out of jobs. Our goal for public health is to have people quit smoking traditional 
tobacco cigarette which is the #1 cause of cancer here in America. 

 

Yet our own Government demonize this new technology which has helped millions of Americans make 
the switch and drastically improving their health. If this bill were to pass, the industry will be dead, 
business will go out and people will go back to smoking traditional tobacco cigarettes. 

 

The government already has strict guidelines vape shops must follow, or heavy fine will be applied or 
even jail time. Yet they are somehow made the enemy of public health. Meanwhile alcohol / flavored 
alcohol can be advertised online/TV Commercials/Super Bowl and sold in supermarkets. 

 

I implore you to take your time and review these bills that could possibly destroy something that in my 
opinion, a PUBLIC HEALTH MIRACLE. Especially at a time when the PANDEMIC is still killing thousands of 
people and putting thousands of others out of jobs. 

 

Vinh Tran, 

Resident of Honolulu, Hawaii. 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:04:25 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Anderson Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Vaping community is anti tobacco. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:09:48 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jinna Kim Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hello, 

I would like to oppose this Bill. Due to the Pandemic we are already suffering. More 
people will loose there jobs and more small businesses will be forced to shut down. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:10:53 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Heaukulani Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose this bill. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:10:57 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

VALENTINO 
MIRANDA-KEPA 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

   Please Oppose bill HB598. We do not need a Tax Increase for Vaping I feel if the 
State put forward a Strict  Possession Law for Under Age for Tobacco or Vape products 
that will hinder under age use. Do not punish law abiding Adults for an under age 
epidemic. 

Thanks 

Valentino Miranda-kepa 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:13:08 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

tania faris Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

   Please Oppose bill HB598. We do not need a Tax Increase for Vaping I feel if the 
State put forward a Strict  Possession Law for Under Age for Tobacco or Vape products 
that will hinder under age use. Do not punish law abiding Adults for an under age 
epidemic. 

Thanks 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:22:00 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randi D Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

   Please Oppose bill HB598. We do not need a Tax Increase for Vaping I feel if the 
State put forward a Strict  Possession Law for Under Age for Tobacco or Vape products 
that will hinder under age use. Do not punish law abiding Adults for an under age 
epidemic. 

Thanks 

  

 



HB 598, HD 2!
Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce!
February 25, 2021!

Good Afternoon!
Chair Luke, Vice Chair , Members!

I am Julian Lipsher, a member of the Coalition For Tobacco Free Hawaii, 
testifying as a private citizen!

I am testifying in support of HB 598, HD 2 with suggested amendments.!

The bill proposes to:!
" * Prohibit the online sale of tobacco products!
" * Increase the fee for tobacco permits and licenses!
" * Dedicate funds ($750K/year) to the Tobacco Prevention & Control Trust " "
" " Fund "for youth education on e-cigarette prevention and education!

The Hawaii State Legislature has enacted numerous pieces of legislation on 
traditional tobacco prevention and control measures that have resulted in 
signiÞcant declines in both adult and youth smoking rates, some of the lowest in 
the nation, saving both money and lives. Now we are faced with the challenges 
presented by the tobacco industry on vaping, e-cigarettes and new methods of 
nicotine delivery systems.  !

To maximize the preventive impacts of this measure, it is suggested that HB 
598, HD 1 restore the original language from HB 598 as it applies to:!
" * Amending  deÞnition of ÒTobacco ProductsÓ to includes e-cigarette " "
" " devices and e-cigarette products!
" * Requiring licensing and permitting for e-cigarette wholesalers and "" "
" " retailers!
" * Instituting a 70% tax rate on all ÒOther Tobacco ProductsÓ for " " "
" " consistency and parity in the tax structure!

The Legislature is encouraged to apply what has been successful strategies for 
traditional tobacco products, to the new electronic smoking devices and the 
epidemic of vaping among our youth.!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.!



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:52:13 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Erin Alicia Wiggins Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose  

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 2:56:13 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Erina Y Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair and Committee Members 

I am very strongly opposed to all of the vaping bills that are in committees this year.   

Cigarettes contain over 4000 chemicals, 43 known carcinogens, and 400 toxins. 
Science states that it is not the nicotine that kills, it is the tar that sticks to your lungs. 
Vaping has been proven to be at least 95% less harmful than cigarettes and many new 
reputable, peer-reviewed scientific studies prove this and these scientists have no 
agenda as to how the outcome will be. I have yet to figure why the Health Care 
Organizations want to keep quoting irrelevant science reports.  

I am asking you to please put our health and our Adult choices above trying to obtain 
more revenue from vaping. It saddens me to see all the taxes trying to be imposed on 
vaping. This could cause vaping to go underground which would mean that Hawaii will 
get less tax money coming in and will put people's lives in jeopardy by possibly 
obtaining products that are not safe. I don't want to be forced to buy unsafe products 
which will put even more burden on our health care system if people get sick or die from 
using the unsafe products.  

If vape shops shut down it will also create even more burden on the system because 
people will be unemployed, there will be empty storefronts and people will lose the 
ability to keep on vaping unless they  fly to a more vape friendly state. It will also be 
detrimental to the people who still smoke to be able to have another choice to try to quit 
along with all the Pharmaceuticals.  

For the millions of Americans who find it difficult to quit smoking or are unwilling to forgo 
nicotine, the answer should not be "quit or die." Instead, policymakers would improve 
both public health and job creation by embracing a message of harm reduction paired 
with a respect for consumer choice. I will end by saying, I hope the voice of your 
community matters and you take their concerns seriously about this issue. 

Mahalo, 

A considered community member.  



 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 3:20:55 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Monique gunn Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Oppose 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 4:04:27 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Pili Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill due to product limitations.  

 





HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 6:20:14 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mary santa maria Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Memebers 

I support this bill but would like to request that the original language of HB598 be 
restored.  That would add electronic smoking devices to the definition of tobacco 
products resulting in liscensing/permiting for elelctronic smoking device 
wholesalers and retailers, and thus create tax parity between e.s.d's and other 
tobacco products.. Please consider this adjustment. 

Mahalo 

Mary  Santa Maria 

 





HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 7:15:57 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

francis luu  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because we already pay taxes and for our permits, 70% increase will 
definitely put us out of business. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 7:18:52 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hoku  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 9:09:27 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ASHLEY MATTOS Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill!!! 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 9:10:53 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Clayton Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Leave our e-cigs alone. They help me smoke less and help my health. No more tax and 
no more regulations. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/23/2021 9:24:03 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Zehner Hawaii Smokers 
Alliance 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We strongly oppose this unneeded and business harmful bill. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/24/2021 5:55:41 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jessica Chang Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/24/2021 7:58:47 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andy Takaaze Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Stop wasting MY tax money on redundant laws.  Enforce the already strict laws and 
focus on getting our state open and our economy booming again.  You are doing a 
great disservice by creating more red tape for already struggling small 
businesss.  STOP STOP STOP 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/24/2021 8:16:22 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

micah Thronas viluan Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

We have other major issues to deal with and right now vaping bill isn't a priority . It 
helped me from stop smoking and it doesn't leave a smell on me or others. I really think 
that it shouldn't be the main concern when you can deal with things more worse then 
this ..  

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/24/2021 8:36:32 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Katelyn Kapua Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/24/2021 8:36:59 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Naomi Muronaka Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose 

 



HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/24/2021 9:16:32 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dillon rellez Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. We don't need more laws, how about open up the economy and just 
use the laws that are in place. Stop using our tax money for unnecessary rules and 
regulations.  

 





HB-598-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/24/2021 9:37:12 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/25/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 
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Makela Rincon  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Oppose  
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sean nakayama Namaste Vapors Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Sean Nakayama (Namaste Vapor) I opposed all 3 of these bills. I pay my Federal and 
State Taxes,how much more do you need?, Theses 3 bills will kill a industry that gives 
grown ass adults the choice of a cigarette alternative. Don't start killing more small 
businesses 

Minors will always find away to purchase vape related products, cigarettes, alcohol and 
illegal drugs...and getting pregnant/or making someone pregnant 

Sean Nakayama 
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Pauline A. Viernes Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

The tobacco and vape shops are trying to make a living and putting  tax of 70% how 
can these people survive. That is a steep increase.  

Tobacco is backed by a big empire and vape businesses is one person and there lively 
hood. 
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Mikhaila Millikan Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Prohibition on shipping of tobacco product would only hinder our communities access to 
these products. It could have a detrimental impact on those trying to quit traditional 
cigarettes, as it seems that is going to become the only available product with all of 
these bills in session. People have worked so hard to quit, this is not fair to them.  
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Robert Riley Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Bad 
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Theresa Revell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Representatives, 

I strongly oppose HB598. Please vote against these unnessesary changes to the 
already strict laws in place. HB598 will place a further tax burden on small businesses 
that are already struggling in this pandemic period.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa Revell 
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candice costales Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose to this bill because I disagree on raising taxes for wholesalers in any way 
especially during a pandemic.  
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Sheldon Miyakado Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I STORNGLY OPPOSE this bill. 

STOP TAXING THE GENERAL PUBLIC!!!! 

If you need to find funding start taxing organic products to prevent the false labeling to 
justify higher prices of basic food supply. 

Registered Voter 

Sheldon Miyakado 
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Venessa Viernes Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I used to be a heavy smoker and vaping ecigs help me to quit now I save tons of 
money. And I can walk without breathing hard. I also lost weight too. Ecigs have been a 
blessing for me, please don't make me go back to smoking. 

  

Aloha 

Venessa 

 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-evidence-review
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmoa1808779
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/nicotine-without-smoke-tobacco-harm-reduction
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/nicotine-without-smoke-tobacco-harm-reduction
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ty7pgRBxvI1nuJzHWxclzNlu569Hozn6/view
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2766787
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaping-in-england-evidence-update-february-2021/vaping-in-england-2021-evidence-update-summary
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https://www.nber.org/papers/w26589
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/27/1/18
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Maika Michioka Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am here to say that doing this & making us having a tax increase on our products to be 
shipped while making us not have our normal shipping prices for our electronic devices 
does not seem like a great idea to do. The vape community will never accept this 
because it will ruin everything we are doing to help people to have a safer health than 
using those disgusting cigarettes! I oppose this bill with everything I am & will not 
tolerate such a idiotic discussion! 
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Chris C.K. Arakaki Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill doesn't help anybody. 
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Sincerely, 

Bryan Mih, MD, MPH, FAAP 

Pediatrician 
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Bill Patterson Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm strongly opposed. I will remember what happens here next election. 

 

ECDtestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 


	HB-598-HD-2_Isaac W. Choy
	HB-598-HD-2_HTH Health Resources Administration

