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Chair Johanson and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Lee Ann Teshima, and I am the Executive Officer of the Board of 

Nursing (Board). The Board appreciates the intent of and offers comments on this 

bill. 

The purposes of this bill are to: (1) authorize advanced practice registered nurses 

(APRNs) to certify whether a person is totally disabled under the income tax code; (2) 

authorize APRNs with psychiatric specializations to make capacity determinations; and 

(3) add APRNs as primary providers in advance mental health care directives.  

The Board appreciates the bill’s intent to remove barriers for the practice of 

APRNs and provide greater access to health care for Hawaii residents, especially those 

who reside in rural areas or on the neighbor islands. 

For the Committee’s information, APRNs are recognized as primary care 

providers who may practice independently based on their practice specialty, which 

includes psychiatric mental health. Under Hawaii Revised Statutes section 457-8.8, 

APRNs are “authorized to sign, certify, or endorse all documents relating to health care 

within their scope of practice provided for their patients[.]”  In addition, an APRNs 

education and training include, but are not limited to:  (1) a graduate-level degree in 

nursing; (2) national certification that requires continuing education and training; and (3) 

passage of a national board examination. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. 
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To:  The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair; 
  The Honorable Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair; 

and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 

From:  Isaac W. Choy, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 
Date:  February 17, 2021 
Time:  2:00 P.M. 
Place:  Via Video Conference, State Capitol 
 

Re:  H.B. 302, H.D. 1, Relating to Advanced Practice Registered Nurses 
 

The Department of Taxation (Department) offers the following comments on H.B. 302, 
H.D. 1, for your consideration.  

 
As it relates to taxation, H.B. 302, H.D. 1, allows an advanced practice registered nurse 

licensed under Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) chapter 457 to determine whether a taxpayer is 
“disability” as defined under HRS section 235-1. H.D. 1 clarifies that mental health capacity 
determinations may be made by an advanced practice registered nurse who holds an accredited 
national certification in an advanced practice registered nurse psychiatric specialization.  This 
measure has a defective effective date of July 1, 2060. 

 
The Department is able to administer this measure as currently written, provided that a 

non-defective effective date is inserted.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on 
this measure. 
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February 14, 2021

Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and the members of the House
Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce, thank you for this
opportunity to provide written testimony in strong support of HB302.

HB302 authorizes Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs) to certify
a person as totally disabled under the income tax code. In addition, APRNs
are added as primary care providers to determine capacity for advance
mental health care directives.
This bill will improve access to care for Hawaii consumers.

Hawaii Nurses Association supports this opportunity to remove barriers
from the practice of APRNs within their authorized scope of practice.

Hawaii Nurses Association respectfully requests that HB302 be
passed.

A'°“bMflfi/7/l,’
Daniel Ross
President HNA, OPEIU Local 50

 



Hawai'i Association of Professional Nurses (HAPN)  

	
To: The Honorable Representative Aaron Johanson, Chair of 

the House Committee on Consumer Protection & 
Commerce 

 
From:  Hawaii Association of Professional Nurses (HAPN)  
Subject: HB302 HD1 – Relating to Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses 
 
Hearing:  February17, 2021, 2p.m. 
 
Aloha Representative Johanson, Chair; Representative Kitagawa, Vice Chair, and Committee 
Members, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding HB302 HD1. HAPN is in Strong 
Support to include Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRN) with the ability to determine 
total disability, make capacity assessments for purposes of advanced mental health care 
directives, and adds us as primary care providers in advance mental health care directives.   
 
Our members have shared stories about their experience and inability to complete wholistic care 
to our patients as these laws currently stand.  We have members who work in our hospitals who 
are unable to assist in determination of mental capacity for potentially lifesaving measures.  We 
also have members who practice and/or own their own clinic in our urban and rural communities 
who are unable to assist with determining total disability and completing advanced mental 
healthcare directives.  We provide a wide variety of healthcare services to our communities.  
When we are able to work to the full extent of our education, training, and licensure we are able 
to practice as the primary care providers that we are.   
 
Along with other organizations, HAPN prefers the original language of HB302 of this measure 
as it relates to Section 3, Page 4 lines 3-7. While psychiatric APRNs are likely the larger group 
of APRNs who would engage in Mental Health Advanced Directives and capacity determination, 
it should be noted that other specialties including Adult-Geriatric Nurse Practitioners and Family 
Nurse Practitioners who care for patients with progressive mental health conditions like 
Dementia who may seek to establish Mental Health Advanced Directives. As such, HAPN asks 
the committee to define APRN in this section as it appeared in HB302, page 4 lines 1-3: 
"Advanced practice registered nurse" means a person licensed as an advanced practice registered 
nurse pursuant to chapter 457." 
 
HAPN’s mission, to be the voice of APRNs in Hawaii, has been the guiding force that propelled 
us to spearhead the advancement of patients access to healthcare as well as supporting the 
recognition of the scope of practice for APRNs in Hawaii which led us to full practice authority.  
We have worked to improve the physical and mental health of our communities. As our ability to 
provide close care with our patients progressed, we also opened up our own clinics to provide the 
care our patients deserve. As a result, the current law requires that a patient remove themselves 
from the excellent care their APRN has provided them over the years to discuss these issues with 
physicians who may not have the same patient-provider relationship. APRNs have played an 
important role in the healthcare of our communities and we will continue to be by our patients’ 
side as they make many different healthcare decisions throughout their lives.   



 
Thank you for the opportunity to share the perspective of HAPN with your committee. Thank 
you for your enduring support of the nursing profession in the Aloha State. 
 
Respectfully, 
Dr. Jeremy Creekmore, APRN  
HAPN President 
 
Dr. Bradley Kuo, APRN 
HAPN Legislative Committee, Chair  
HAPN Past President 
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HB-302-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 2:16:09 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/17/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Pcola_Davis Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose any bill that increases an APRNs scope of practice. 

I strongly OPPOSE this bill that will increase Advanced Practice Registered Nurses 
(APRNs) performing scope of practice usually reserved for physicians. 

In the past, I have provided testimony that doesn't support any increased privileges for 
APRNs. If they are considered Primary Care providers then their designation SHOULD 
BE MD. 

Even though, certain sections of existing law have not been amended to include 
advanced practice registered nurses there are questions to the expansion of their scope 
of practice. 

These statutes SHOULD NOT BE EXPANDED to authorize increased participation by 
advanced practice registered nurses NOR to recognize appropriately trained advanced 
practice registered nurses as the primary care providers that they are. 

There is NO SUPPORTING EVIDENCE OR DATA that by authorizing increased 
participation by APRNs in certain circumstances will further enable improved access to 
health care services, expedite the processing of paperwork, and provide optimal care at 
the initial point of access for Hawaii patients, or evidence of "especially in rural and 
medically underserved areas." 

Leave the diagnosis of mental illness for Psychiatrists and Psychologists trained in the 
use of DSMR5. They alone have the education and expertise to diagnosis, not APRNs, 

 



HB-302-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 10:47:40 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/17/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Lee Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support this bill. 

 



HB-302-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 11:11:11 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/17/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anne Scharnhorst Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Written Testimony Presented Before the 

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

DATE: Wednesday, February 17, 2021, TIME: 2:00 PM 

PLACE: VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

By Anne Scharnhorst, DNP, RN    

Testimony in Strong Support with amendments for HB 302, HD1 

Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and members of the House Committee on 
Consumer Protection & Commerce, thank you for the opportunity for me, Anne 
Scharnhorst,  to provide testimony in strong support of this measure. This measure 
seeks to enable APRNs to determine total disability under the income tax code, 
authorizes advanced practice registered nurses to make capacity determinations, and 
adds advanced practice registered nurses as primary providers in advance mental 
health care directives. 

[INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION] prefers the original HB302 of this measure as it 
relates to Section 3, Page 4 lines 3-7. While psychiatric APRNs are likely the larger 
group of APRNs who would engage in Mental Health Advanced Directives and capacity 
determination, it should be noted that other specialties including Adult-Geriatric Nurse 
Practitioners and Family Nurse Practitioners who care for patients with progressive 
mental health conditions like Dementia have patients who may seek to establish Mental 
Health Advanced Directives. As such, I ask the committee to define APRNs in this 
section as it appeared in HB302, page 4 lines 1-3: 

"Advanced practice registered nurse" means a person licensed as an advanced practice 
registered nurse pursuant to chapter 457." 

Additionally, Anne Scharnhorst seeks to add language into Chapter 457 to adopt 
provisions passed in section 3708 of the Federal Coronavirus, Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act (CARES Act) which removed the federal barriers preventing select APRNs 









HB-302-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 1:16:45 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/17/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brendon Friedman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this measure -thank you! 

Brendon Friedman, DNP, APRN-Rx, FNP-BC, PMHNP-BC, CME  

Family & Psychiatric-Mental Health Nurse Practitioner, Assistant Professor, 
Private Practice Owner 

2838 E. Manoa Rd 

Honolulu, HI 96838-1964 

 



HB-302-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 1:34:26 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/17/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Wailua Brandman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure 

 



HB-302-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 5:01:11 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/17/2021 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Yvonne Geesey Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

In support, mahalo.  Yvonne Geesey JD APRN 
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