
 

 

April 6, 2021 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

This letter is written in strong support of Mr. Bill Arakaki as a nominee to the Hawaii Board of Education.  
I have known Mr. Arakaki for many years as a school administrator in the DOE and was able to work 
closely with him as part of the DOE State Leadership from 2012 as Complex Area Superintendents.  I 
have witnessed his visionary leadership and commitment to the Kauai students, families and 
community.  

His philosophy of service and making a positive difference was so evident in his hands on approach in 
building community support for the schools.  He was always present at District events, schools activities 
and projects that brought needed resources into the schools. He was always willing to share the many 
accomplishments of the Kauai Complex Area so others could learn and he did so with much pride for 
what the students and teachers achieved. 

Mr. Arakaki is exemplary in developing partnerships with community organizations, higher education 
and businesses as he is always willing to meet and share the needs of the schools and propose ideas on 
how these groups can help in meeting the goals of the programs. He is open and approachable, 
collaborative in his leadership style and values the diversity of ideas that are brought to the table for 
discussion. 

He is well versed in the operations of the DOE as he has been a teacher, school administrator and 
Complex Area Superintendent. He understands the issues of instructional leadership, student support 
services, facilities and operations, personnel, athletics and the current needs of schools and students.  

Over all of the years as an educator, Mr. Arakaki has demonstrated the highest level of integrity and 
commitment in his duties and responsibilities and as a Complex Area Superintendent ensured that the 
rules and regulations set forth in Hawaii statute, Board of Education policies and Department of 
Education rules and procedures were adhered to in all of the schools and programs under his charge.   

In the years that I have worked with Mr. Bill Arakaki, he has always held to the highest standards of 
performance and is always willing to use his knowledge to support innovation and improvements that 
will assist our schools in providing the very best for our Hawaii students. I have the utmost professional 
respect for him and know that he will always do his very best as a member of Hawaii Board of Education.  

 

Sincerely, 

Ann A. Mahi, Retired DOE Educator 

 



GM-794 
Submitted on: 4/6/2021 6:42:14 PM 
Testimony for EDU on 4/9/2021 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Marlene Leary 
Testifying for Hawaii 
State Department of 

Education 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the confirmation to the Board of Education, Gubernatorial Nominee, WILLIAM 
ARAKAKI for the following reasons:  1)  His long standing experience as a public 
school educator, Mr. Arakaki has both historical and current knowledge and 
understanding of the issues relavant to educating all our public school students, 2) Mr. 
Arakaki has utlized his leadership role to build positive relationships between schools 
and the community to benefit student outcomes and achievements as well as meet the 
needs for students.  This was evident in his work in the Distance Learning Project on 
Kaua'i last spring and 3)  Mr. Arakaki would bring a balanced perspective to the Board 
of Education in terms of speaking to the specific strengths and challenges of our 
neighbor island public schools.  This provides the promise of access and equity for the 
smaller communities of Hawai'i.  
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Comments:  

To Whom It May Concern, 

I would like to submit my support in favor Gubernatorial Nominee, Mr. William Arakaki 
for Board of Education.  Mr. Arakaki has been in the education field for the past 30 
years and has the knowledge and background to make critical decisions and policies to 
support our students education.  Please accept my testimony in favor of Mr. William 
Arakaki. 

Sincerely, 

  

Jason Yoshida 

Principal 
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Comments:  

Aloha! 

Thank you for allowing me to submit my testimony and support for William Arakaki.  I 
served as a principal under Mr. Arakaki's leadership when he was the Complex Area 
Suprintendent for the Kauai District from 2006 - 2020.  Mr. Arakaki led with courage, 
mindfulness and compassion.  His priority and focus was students and families.  As a 
member of the Board of Education, I am confident that Mr. Arakaki will continue that 
focus without the pressure from outside organizations or political influences.  He is 
grounded and his values for students and familes are strong.  As a principal, I am 
confident that my school community will continue to benefit from board members like 
Maggie Cox and William Arakaki.  They understand school design both operationally 
and academically.   

Please consider my support and testimony in favor of having William Arakaki serve on 
the Board of Education. 

Sincerely, 

Corey Nakamura, Principal 

 



GM-794 
Submitted on: 4/6/2021 9:37:36 PM 
Testimony for EDU on 4/9/2021 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sean Doi Testifying for Hawaii 
Dept. of Education 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Sean Doi, and I currently hold the position of Kauai Complex Area 
District Educational Specialist. I'm writing in regards to Bill GM 794 to express my full 
support of the nomination of Mr. William Arakaki to serve on the Hawaii State Board of 
Education. I had the privilege of working under the supervision of William Arakaki for 
many years and throughout his tenure, he demonstrated his ability to lead a Complex 
Area with his strong devotion and drive to improve the education and lives of the 
students, staff, families, and communiities of Kauai. Not only does William posses a 
sound working knowledge of the structure, processes, policies, programs, and 
operational systems of the HIDOE, but he overlays this with his commitment, 
dedication, and love for those that he serves. Mr. Arakaki will be a wonderful addition to 
the Board of Education and will add a voice and input that will undoubtedly help to lead, 
guide, empower, transform, and govern educational policy that is best for excellence 
and equity for all students. I humbly ask you to confirm Mr. William Arakaki's 
nomination. Thank you. 
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Comments:  

As a Complex Area Resource Teacher, I believe Mr. Bill Arakaki will be a valuable 
member on the BOE should be be confirmed.  It has always been clear to me that Mr. 
Arakaki puts Keiki first and  prioritizes relationships and connection in all that he 
does.  During his tenure as CAS, he did his best to cultivate a sense of 'ohana and 
connection in our organization and schools. 
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Comments:  

I am in support of William Arakaki for consideration and confirmation to the Board of 
Education.  I have know Mr. Arakaki for many decades, dating back to when I was high 
school student to my current position of principal at Kapaa HS.  I have always known 
Mr. Arakaki to be compassionate, understanding, and a true leader that I can believe 
in.  He has always been focused on the success of all students, while maintaining 
strong relationships with all of his colleagues.  Mr. Arakaki has experience in many 
levels of public education which will make him a huge asset to the Board of Education.  I 
know that Mr. Arakaki will not only do what is best for our students and schools on 
Kauai, but he will do what is best for students and schools throughout our state.   
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Comments:  

I'm the outgoing Kauai member of the Hawaii State Board of Education and am 
recommending William (Bill) Arakaki be appointed to the vacated position.  He brings 
school and complex area experiences and knowledge to enhance the board's role in 
working with the superintendent, board members and government officidals to provide 
needed insights in improving policy and processes to improve the educational system 
for increased student achievement and welfare.  I've known and worked with him for 
many years, and he is what I call a "people person" meaning he establishes congenial 
working relationships with many different groups to get the job done.  He will be an 
excellent addition to the board. 
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Comments:  

March 7, 2021 

The Honorable Michelle Kidani 

Hawaii State Capitol 

Room 228 

  

RE:  GM794 

  

Aloha e Senator Kidani: 

This letter is in support of Bill Arakaki's nomination to the Board of Education 
representing Kauai.  As the previous Complex Area Superintendent (CAS) of Kauai, Bill 
Arakaki has experience working with our local and elected officials.  He has a the 
knowledge of our district's educational strength and needs . 

Bill Arakaki has the ability to work with parents, teachers, administrators, legislators, 
county officials and the public as shown during his tenure as the CAS of Kauai.  He has 
been the CAS on Kauai for over a decade and has been in the department for over 30 
years prior to his recent retirement.  He has a strong knowledge of the current 
educational challenges and opportunities that exist  on Kauai. 

The position of CAS on Kauai is a very political position.  The CAS meets regularly with 
county officials and when there are any emergencies, the CAS reports to the Kauai 
Emergency Management Head Quarters.  The CAS works closely with all sectors of the 
community on Kauai.  Thus the CAS is very visible in the community.  During his work 
as CAS, Bill Arakaki has established his position as a valued community leader of 
Kauai. 



I believe that Bill Arakaki will serve as a good Board of Education member and 
represent Kauai and the state well.  With his first hand educational  knowledge and 
experiences combined with the community outreach he has demonstrated during his 
time with the Hawaii Department of Education, he will be able to hit the ground running 
to address the educational needs of Kauai's children. 

Mahalo, 

Jason Kuloloia 
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Comments:  

This submission is in support for the nomination of Mr. William "Bill" Arakaki to the 
Hawaii Board of Education.  I have worked with Mr. Arakaki since 1999 when he 
was the Principal of Waimea High School and also while he was the Complex Area 
Superintendant for the Kauai Complex Area.  I have worked as a school counselor and 
a district resource teacher under his charge and have served on several boards and 
committees with him. 

Mr. Arakaki lives his vision for education.  He truly cares for the successes for all 
students and consistently challenged educators to best serve our students and 
familes.  He is skilled at listening and understanding concerns brought before him.  He 
is a problem solver who is skilled at bringing various parties, to the table.   

The 40 plus years that Mr. Arakaki has served as an educator, gives him a vast 
experienced-based knowledge that will be valuable to the Board of Education.  He has 
served our education system in capacities at all levels; from the classroom teacher to 
becoming an administrator, to eventually retiring as the Complex Area 
Superintendant.  He has worked successfully with the "high risk" students to teachers 
and families in a variety of situations.  He will bring critical knowledge to this group. 

Without reservation, I would like to support Mr. Arakaki's nomination to the Hawaii 
Board of Education.  He will be an asset to this prestigious body whose ideas and 
decisions are critical to the education of our children. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this nomination. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Mercado Kim, and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing in support of Governor Ige's nomination of William Arakaki to the Board of 
Education.   

I have known Mr. Arakaki as the Principal of Waimea High School and more recently as 
the Kaua'i Complex Area Superintendent.  There  is no doubt that he truly believes in 
Public Education in Hawaii.  Mr. Arakaki's experience as an educator is vast.  From 
Teacher and Coach to Administrator and Superintendent, his experiences give him 
the knowledge to be a postive contributor to Hawaii's Education Policy Board.  

As a new Principal, I always knew that Mr. Arakaki would be there to support me.  He 
cares deeply for our island and for our children.  As our Superintendent, I knew that he 
cared about my success as he supported me with advice as I took on my new role.   

I am honored to provide this testimony on behalf of William Arakaki.  I humbly ask that 
you approve Governor Ige's nomination in order for Mr. Arakaki to advocate not only for 
children of Kaua'i, but for all public school children in Hawaii.   
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am in support of Mr. Arakaki's consideration and confirmation to the Board of 
Education, Gubernatorial Nominee, for a term to expire 06-30-2024. 

I have known Mr. Arakaki for 10 years as he was my Complex Area Superintendent on 
Kauai.  He played an active role in supporting our development of the Academies of 
Kauai and our own Waimea High School Academies as he saw the benefit of working 
closely with  business/community partners as well as our community college to ensure 
seamless transitions for our graduates.  He ensured that there was funding and support 
available to all three high schools in order to move this initiative forward. 

At the start of the pandemic, he worked closely with our legislators and private funders 
to help garner private funding to help support distance learning on Kauai.  Through 
these efforts, many of our students and families received chromebooks and mifi 
devices, which helped to bridge the gap between the 'haves and the have nots.' 

He pours himself heart and soul into his work and feel he would definitely do the same 
as our BOE representative. 

Thank you very much. 

Mahina Anguay 

Principal, Waimea HS 
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Comments:  

Bill Arakaki is able to see the far reaching connections and consequences that will 
follow any decision that needs to be made - the bigger picture. Also, he always has the 
good of children and of people in general, at the heart of everything he does. 

 







 
 
 
 
 
!
April 9, 2021 
 
Committee on Education 
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Chair  
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 
 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813  
 
Aloha Chair Kidani, Vice Chair Kim, and Members of the Committee, 
 
HawaiiKidsCAN supports  GM 7 94 , which submit s for consideration and confirmation to 
the Board of Education, Gubernatorial Nominee, William  Arakaki , for a term to expire 06-30-
2024. 
 
Mr . Arakaki is an experienced leader with a strong tra ck record of service to the students of 
Kauai. He is an innovative thinker , from working collaborative ly across traditional, charter, and 
private schools, to jumping into action to stand up the Kauai Education Technology Project to 
address digital equity concerns with the start of the pandemic. His deep knowledge of the 
current system and willingness to think outside the box is a powerful combination.  
 
Founded in 2017, HawaiiKidsCAN is a local nonprofit organization committed to  ensuring that 
Hawaii has an excellent and equitable education system that reflects the true voices of our 
communities and, in turn, has a transformational  impact on our childre n and our state. We 
strongly believe that all students should have access to excellent educational opportunities, 
regardless of family income levels and circumstances. Part of our kuleana is to serve as a 
resource for policymakers, including the BOE and legislature, as you work to build a better 
future for all kids. WeÕve been grateful to meet with Mr. Arakaki in the past, and we look forward 
to continuing to share guidance we receive from students, parents, educators, and policy experts 
on the challenges and opportunities facing our schools. 
 
Mahalo for th e opportunity to testify,  
!
"#$%&!'%(#)*%+,!
-,./&%/0!1234.5%$3!"%+345,+!
6#7#%%8%&)9:;!
 





Alex Nelson  
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Comments:  

Please accept my written testimony in support of William Arakaki as the 
Gubernatorial  nominee to the BOE until 6/30/24.  Mr. Arakaki has many years of 
experience as a dedicated and compassionate educator.  He deeply cares for the 
students and is a great supporter of public education. He has the context and 
experience as a classroom teacher, school administrator and Complex Area 
Superintendent to guide his thoughts and decisions. Please accept my testimony in 
support of Mr. William Arakaki and vote to approve him.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
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��
The��Honorable��Ronald��Kouchi,��President,��
and��Members��of��the��Senate��
Thirty�rFirst��State��Legislature��
Hawai‘i��State��Capitol,��Room��409��
Honolulu,��Hawai‘i��96813��
��
Dear��Senate��President��Kouchi��and��Members��of��the��Senate:��
��
Please��accept��my��written��testimony��in��support��of��William��Arakaki��
as��the��Gubernatorial��nominee��to��the��Board��of��Education��(BOE)��
until��June��30,��2024.����Mr.��Arakaki��has��a��great��deal��of��experience��in��
the��classroom��as��a��teacher,��a��coach,��a��school��administrator��and��
the��Complex��Area��Superintendent��for��the��island��of��Kauai��for��the��
past��13��year��until��recently��retiring.����In��addition,��William��is��a��very��
dedicated��educator��and��will��be��a��great��asset��on��the��BOE.����Please��
accept��my��testimony��in��support��of��Mr.��William��Arakaki��and��vote��
to��approve��him.����Thank��you��for��your��consideration.������
��
Sincerely,��
Gail��Nakaahiki��
��
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temporary satellite school in Wainiha served those students and even some from the middle and high 
school. 

Since his retirement, Mr. Arakaki has continued to serve our community volunteering with food 
distribution during the pandemic and as a volunteer with our Agency on Elderly Affairs. He is truly 
someone who care about others. 

I ask this Honorable Committee to advise and consent to Mr. Arakaki’s nomination, and forward to the 
full Senate for consideration. Mahalo for the opportunity to present this testimony. 
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Comments:  

Please consider this testimony as my support for Mr. Bill Arakaki's consideration as a 
Boardmember for the Board of Education.   

I have worked under  Mr. Arakaki for six years as a District Educational Specialist for 
the Kauai Complex Area.  As a Complex Area Superintendent, Mr. Arakaki has faced 
multiple challenges on a daily bases, although he has had to make tough decisions that 
did not always receive the support from others, he never faltered from his professional 
philiosphy of supporting his staff and students of Kaua`i.  His intentions and work have 
always been to better our community, schools, families and students, with that I believe 
he is the right canidate to help our entire Department of Education in staying steadfast 
to helping all of our students in Hawai`i nei.  

Thank you for your time and consideration,  

Chesne Cabral Kitamura 
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Comments:  

I am submitting this testimony in support of Mr. Bill Arakaki as a Board of Education 
member. I have worked under Mr. Arakaki at the Kaua`i Complex Area for 3 years as a 
resource teacher.  As the superintendent for Kaua`i, Mr. Arakaki lead with the students, 
staff, and community at heart.  His strength was in building and maintaining 
relationships with those he worked with.  When faced with difficult situations, Mr. 
Arakaki consistently did what he thought was right for our students.  I believe he will 
continue to do the same and keep Hawai`i's young people as the priority when making 
decisions.  Mr. Arakaki has worked with many different leaders in the department and 
within the community.  Through these relationships, he has been part of innovative and 
successful intiatives that have and continue to benefit our island youth.  Mr. Arakaki's 
years of service in the department makes him familiar with the lay of the land, with the 
reality of the day to day in the school.  As a recent retiree, he continues to contribute to 
his community by supporting the efforts of ensuring young people have access to 
mental health during these turbulent times we are facing.  
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