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SENATE BILL NO. 2722 

RELATING TO A FOOD HUB PILOT PROGRAM 
 
 
Chairperson Gabbard and Members of the Committee: 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 2722, which requires the 

Department of Agriculture to establish a five-year food hub program to increase access 
to local food. It provides further for the award of grant funding to qualified applicants 
wishing to establish or expand a food hub, requires reports to the Legislature, and 
provides funds. 

 
The Department supports this measure provided it does not adversely impact the 

Department’s priorities in the Executive Supplemental budget and offers supporting 
comments. 

 
Food hubs, as centrally located facilities with a business management structure 

that facilitates the aggregation, storage, processing, distribution and marketing of locally 
grown produce, are an integral but missing piece of agricultural infrastructure required 
to achieve and sustain the doubling of local food production in Hawaii. 

 
The sugar and pineapple plantations had the luxury of focusing on single crops 

and built the required infrastructure to effectively and efficiently process and package 
their production. Supporting diversified crop production requires a more flexible and 
coordinated operation of a magnitude and complexity which no small, local farmer can 
afford on their own. 

 
The Agribusiness Development Corporation’s Whitmore Food Hub Master Plan 

illustrates the complexity of the food hub concept as evidenced by the need to support 
the scale and scope of the farming operations of the central Oahu community that it will 



 
 
 

 

serve. Timing is critical to ensure that production and processing/packaging support are 
provided effectively and in synchrony. 

 
Additionally, the grant funding process will ensure that the required planning and 

community facilitation are conducted before project implementation when establishing 
new or improving existing qualifying food hubs on Oahu and the Neighbor Islands. 

 

• The Department is aware of four food hubs on Oahu, four on Hawaii 
Island, and one each on Maui and Molokai, identified as follows: Oahu: 
Kahumana Farm Hub (Waianae), Farmlink Hawaii (North Shore), Kokua 
Kalihi Valley Cultural Food Hub (Kalihi), and Oahu Fresh (Honolulu); 

• Hawaii Island: Adaptations (Kona), The Ulu Producers Cooperative 
(Kona), The Food Basket (Kona), and The Kohala Food Hub (Kohala); 

• Maui: Local Harvest Food Hub (Kula); and 

• Molokai – Sustainable Molokai.  
 

These food hubs are providing jobs, representing hundreds of small to medium 
sized farms, serving thousands of customers, and producing over $2.5 million in annual 
gross income. 

 
This measure will improve the visibility of food hubs and advance the hopes of 

establishing food hubs on Kauai and Lanai by assisting with planning and encouraging 
community involvement. 
  

The Department agrees that food hubs may become a more important link in the 
supply chain to channel more local food to the consumers and institutions of the State.  
This measure addresses the challenge of local small farmers to scale-up production by 
providing a pathway to the larger purchasers of safe and marginally processed, locally 
grown, fresh fruits and vegetables. 
  
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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Comments:  

Not only should we support this, but we should Increase the funding level even higher to 
accelerate the development of food hubs. It’s one of the core strategies desperately 
needed to increase our local food production and distribution. 
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Testimony in support of SB 2722 

 

Farm Link Hawai‘i is a food hub that directly supports over 100 farmers, ranchers and               

producers throughout the state of Hawai‘i. Since 2015, Farm Link’s online marketplace            

and delivery service have been making it easy to support local farms. Farm Link              

currently delivers to commercial buyers, including Foodland and Whole Foods Market           

in addition to 100+ restaurants, caterers, and schools. We also allow household buyers             

to order for pickup at designated locations around O'ahu. 

 

I am writing in strong support of SB 2722 to establish a five-year food hub pilot program                 

to increase access to local food. Food hubs operate on extremely thin margins.             

Establishing and growing a food hub require an extraordinary amount of capital and             

support to have a chance at survival. The proposed SB 2722 would provide grant              

assistance to food hubs to reduce risk and increase their impact. 

 

Farm Link Hawai‘i has relied heavily on federal and state grants to launch and continue               

to scale. We would not exist without such assistance and are continually looking for              

additional support in order to reach financial viability. Please consider passing SB 2722             

to help us continue to do work to increase local food production and consumption. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert Barreca 

Founder and CEO 

Farm Link Hawai‘i 
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Comments:  

Support local sustainable food production.  People before profit. 

www.WeAreOne.cc 
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January 30, 2020 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT 

SUBJECT: Support for SB2722 – Food Hub Pilot Program  

(Date/Time of Hearing: 2/5/2020 at 1:15 p.m.) 
 

Dear Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman and members of the committee,  

On behalf of the North Shore Economic Vitality Partnership (North Shore EVP), I would 
like to extend our full support of SB2722, which will establish a five-year food hub pilot 
program within the Department of Agriculture. 

The North Shore EVP was formed in 2015 as a result of a comprehensive, community-
based economic analysis that identified the need for a food hub to fill serious gaps in the 
food supply chain of the North Shore region of Oahu.  Our non-profit organization 
worked with community leaders to develop realistic strategic plans focused on securing 
that critical infrastructure and providing new opportunities for ag and ag-tourism 
businesses and creation of new jobs in agriculture in the region. 

As we started planning for a food hub we became aware of the Food Safety & 
Modernization Act (FSMA) and the impact that law would have on the operations of the 
facility.  Specifically, we anticipated that the target markets of the food hub (schools, 
hotels, etc.) would eventually require documentation of food safety practices from the 
growers. USDA and Hawaii Department of Agriculture data indicated that very few farms 
in Hawaii had such training and documentation.   

We subsequently started a USDA GroupGAP program that allows groups of farms to 
work together to obtain their USDA Harmonized GAP certification and spread the cost 
savings across all members of the group.  In December 2019 we certified 2 more farms 
on Oahu and in January 2020 the program successfully passed its USDA Harmonized 
GAP audit.  We are now working with farms on Oahu, Hawaii Island, and Kauai.  We are 
the 15th GroupGAP program in the country and are currently the only food safety training 
program focused on farm certification and FSMA compliance in the state. 

With the GroupGAP program now operating statewide we have recently turned our 
attention back to the North Shore regional food hub.  Our research indicates that in 
Hawaii a vaible food hub will require approximately 7,500ft2 of floor space (2,000ft2 
refrigerated), 7-10 employees, 1-2 trucks and gross revenue of ~$1.5 million or more.  
Contrary to the legislature’s findings, there are in fact several avenues of federal funding 
available for construction of such facilities including USDA Rural Business Development 
grants, USDA Community Facilities grant/loan packages, and USDA Rural Energy 
grants to name but a few.  In addition, the state has several programs that would directly 
benefit a food hub project including Enterprise Zones and DBEDT’s Manufacturing 
Assistance Program (MAP). 

While we applaude the legislature for its recognition of the role food hubs can play in 
meeting state goals of doubling the food supply and promoting food resiliency in Hawaii, 
we also recognize that regions across the state have similar challenges and that there is 



 

not a silver bullet that will address the needs of every community.  We therefore ask that 
this bill be amended to include funding for food hub planning as one of the initial start-up 
grant priority areas.  As alluded to above funding and construction of a food hub at the 
scale needed to insure profitability requires significant coordination of stakeholders and 
resources.  It requires feasibility studies and master planning.  And, because of the 
competitive nature of some awards and grant funding cycles, the entire process can be 
expected to take from 2-3 years before construction begins.  

SB2722 is a positive step in the right direction for establishing a network of food hubs 
across the state that can open new markets for small farms, increase the availability of 
fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables and expand the tax base through new job 
creation and import substitution. North Shore EVP strongly supports this bill. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kevin M Kelly 
Kevin Kelly 
President & CEO 
North Shore EVP 
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Comments:  

We are dangerously dependent on the mainland for food. Solving this problems requires 
more farmers and more ways for farmers to get their crops to market. This bill will help 
farmers accomplish this. 
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Comments:  

Access to local foods is a critical item in the sustainability of our lives here on the 
islands. 
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importance, make it our normal. We would nurture the idea of a food secure Hawaii, 
while putting some well earned dollars back into the hands of family farmers. We need 
support backing projects like this, because small farms are the backbone of moving 
towards food secure Hawaii, they are the ones truly concerned with feeding our 
neighbors. Foodhub would be host to the meeting of many in our communities. And if 
we do it properly, as I'm sure the five years of statistic reports will show, we can 
strengthen our agricultural industry and local economy as well. Food hubs are a step 
towards the regeneration of community, security of food and agricultural integrity.  

Thank you 
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Comments:  

As a current student of the FAM (farming apprentice program on Maui), the Food Hub 
would provide the necessary support to help me and I can safely say most of the other 
25 students in this program to "hit the ground running" and bring our produce to the 
market sooner than later. This will enable more of our community to be able to partake 
in the healthy and delicious bounty new farmers can provide to our community at large.   
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Kyle Clarkin 
Testifying for The 

Collective Cycle LLC 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

A grant program of this proportion would change countless lives, because it provides 
what local farmers need to get their food to the people. As well a providing our people 
with healthy affordable local food. This bill would also put an end to much of the food 
that is wasted every year. We can not afford all the external costs that come from 
having a non local food producing system. How can we justify wasting food, when there 
are children in our communitys who do not recive proper nutrition. Bill SB2722 would 
solve a large part of this challenge we face. as well as exponentially help in reaching 
Hawaii's goal of becoming more food sustainable. The people of these islands are 
restoring these islands, Thank you so much for your contribution to this process, I 
dream of becoming more involved in local goverment and the opportunity to have my 
voice heard on this subject is very meaningful. Mahalo Nui loa 
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Nancy Redfeather 
Testifying for Ka Ohana 

O Na Pua 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Although it doesn't mention this in the Bill, the DOE's 'Aina Pono Program hopes to 
eventually procure more locally grown foods for the children's breakfast and lunch 
serivce.  Instead of procuring products in one Honolulu location, having Island Food 
Hubs would allow products to be aggregated locally in smaller lots, which would enable 
MANY more farmers to participate.  The total amount of the Bill at $1,000,000 is much 
too small for 5 hubs.  Consider increasing the dollar amount.  Hopefully this adds to our 
Island's ability to procure locally produced foods.   

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/5/2020 5:48:49 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Simon Russell 
Testifying for Farm Maui 

LLC 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  
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SB-2722 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 10:08:31 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Springer Kaye Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure, which will provide the necessary structural support to increase 
local food production.  The Ulu Cooperative has demonstrated how effectively this 
model can work, and we now see young breadfruit plantations popping up everywhere 
on Hawaii Island as growers know they have a way to aggregate and sell their 
product.  Your support for local farming is greatly appreciated.  -Springer Kaye, owner, 
Kaye Family Farms 

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 1/29/2020 9:27:31 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Fern Anuenue Holland Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 1/30/2020 7:28:35 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hunter Heaivilin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

The food hub model provides a necessary intermediary to connect the many farms 
across the state with new markets. While hundreds of farms across the state already 
benefit from existing food hubs, recent analysis (supersistence.org/pie/) has found gaps 
in current spatial coverage of food hub operations to meet the needs many growers. 

Most farms in Hawaii are small and mid size and food hubs are a key tool to improve 
the viability of our farms. Support for expanding existing food hubs and increasing the 
number of such operations will help ensure that more food sales benefit these farmers. 

The capacity of farm-to-school and farm-to-state programs to serve as anchor 
purchasing entities for for local farmers is often mediated by food hubs which aggregate 
and market produce. Without food hub aggregators State contracts will likely go to the 
many new large scale operations with out of state financial backing and ownership. 
While these large operations can produce at a scale well beyond that of most other 
farms the profit from their sales is more likely leave the islands instead of circulating in 
our islands' economy. 

 

https://supersistence.org/pie/


SB-2722 
Submitted on: 1/31/2020 6:16:46 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Support  

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 1/31/2020 9:57:41 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Noa LIncoln Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Noa Lincoln, and among other things am the president of a small farm in 
south Kona.  100% of our sales are made possible by two lcoal food hubs, which 
provide an accessible market for us and many other farms and take on the challenge of 
getting that food to market.  While much of the emphasis on increasing local food has 
been on production, I sincerely don't think that production is the bottle neck, but rather 
the inability of the average farmer to access and engage in the markets.  This is 
particualrly true for small farms. Food hubs that aggregate small farms production, and 
often also engage in valu adding, start to behave more like large farms that can secure 
contracts becuase of the volumes and consistency of supply.  If we really want to 
increase the share of truely local food, that is food produced by farms whose owners 
actually live in Hawai'i, then I would not only fund this bill, but greatly increase its 
appropriations.  Thank you.  

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 5:43:50 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Thomas Craig Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 8:40:53 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Raphiell Nolin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill which will help Hawaii become food secure in these uncertain 
climate change times. 

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 5:31:09 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Best Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 7:58:24 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Debra Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Yes, please. We need this! Food is life. Local food is local life.  

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 8:26:10 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

C. Kaui Lucas Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 8:46:30 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dennis F Lokmer Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 6:44:42 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Gibbs Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, the majority of farmers in Hawaii are small scale farmers. Meeting the demands 
of distribution, (time, capital for infrastructure such as washing and packing facilities, 
cold storage, marketing, distributing, meeting demands for buyres) is challenging and 
can discourage people from becoming producers and contributing to the food system of 
Hawaii. Food hubs allow small scale farmers to participate in the food system by 
providing the necessary infrastructure, marketing, customer base and distribution. From 
the consumer side; food hubs enable buyers to access more quantity and variety 
through a single source, thereby making it easier to procure locally produced food. Food 
hubs, therefore, help move Hawaii along the path to sustainanility by making it easier to 
be a farmer and easier to buy locally produced food. As a beginner farmer on the 
Hawaii I am excited to work with a local food hub to contribute to the food system of 
Hawaii.  Please pass this bill. 

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 12:32:52 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Peter deVries Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This seems like an excellent way to increase local production and community 
ehgagement. Do it. 

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:08:03 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Mella Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Joseph Mella, joeymella@gmail.com 

1108 Upper Kimo Drive, Kula, HI 

  

Dear Honorable Elected Official, 

I am writing to you today in support of SB 2722. 

My name is Joseph Mella and I am currently in cohort 5 of the FAM farmer 
training program. We are building a vision to support our land growing 
vegetables for our family. From my early investigations I have found that small 
farmers face a lot of challenges. We are blessed with a beautiful year round 
growing season and I have found more and more support from elders and 
teachers willing to share knowledge. However to grow food is not enough, we 
then need to market, possibly prepare value added products, and then sell- all 
with ideally the least amount of waste and lost energy. Although I am beginning 
to research all the needed steps to fulfil these actions, I have found it quite hard 
to navigate. All the steps are in place for logical sense, food safety being the top 
priority. The concept of "Food Hubs", as you know, can take a lot of that 
headache away. The food hub takes partial responsibility and through 
collaboration makes it easier for smaller farms to thrive. As a food hub begins to 
grow more people in our community will see the benefit of growing a little extra in 
their family gardens. That joy of growing food for our family can then be a nice 
supplement income for struggling families. These food hubs can also be a 
gathering place for elders and teachers to share their knowledge. We can all grow 
together on many levels. Please support this bill aimed to develop the food hub 
concept. 

With love and gratitude, 

Joseph Mella  

  



 





SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:44:31 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Terry Kristiansen Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:49:14 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cindy Evans Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 3:30:13 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

valerie Lasciak Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill 

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 2:00:19 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Manon Pretre Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a current student of the FAM (farming apprentice program on Maui), the Food Hub 
would provide the necessary support to help local farmers with the costly processing, 
storing, distributing and marketing costs. This will enable more of our community to be 
able to partake in the healthy and delicious bounty new farmers can provide.  

By giving local food production a greater priority, we will be creating a much more 
healthy environment and less reliance on imported processed and packaged foods. It 
would also provide our visitors with true local food, which I believe would be greatly 
appreciated & desirable. 

  

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 2:21:05 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

megan powers Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

An effective long-term solution to food security in the Hawaiian islands will be to support 
the creation and continuation of local food hubs throughout the islands.  These will 
serve as outlets for our growing population of farmers and farm related 
businesses.  This is a vital and nesccesary next step towards food security. 

Please vote in support of this bill. 

Thank you, 

Megan Powers 

Haiku, Maui 
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SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 8:04:59 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Barry Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Yes to SB 2722,  

Mahalo, 

Barbara Barry 

 



mailto:ohialani@gmail.com


 





feasibility study phase.  Pay them to do the process - let them create a sense of 
ownership.  

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 10:51:18 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jared Burkett Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Jared Burkett. I live in Wailuku, HI. I am a graduate of the second cohort of 
the Farm Apprentice Mentorship program through the Hawaii Farmers Union United. I 
am in support of this Bill. As an apprentice in the program, I learned not just how to 
farm sustainably using natural practices but I also learned about promgrams I would 
never have known about that would set me on my future path of operating a sustainable 
agriculture operation. I am currently in escrow for a lot located in Kula where I will soon 
be operating a farm. The loan I am receiving is a direct ownership loan through the 
USDA Farm Service Agency. When my farm is operating, I will also have to continue to 
work as a land use planner for the County of Maui while the farm transitions into 
operation. A food hub is the perfect solution for me to bring the produce that I grow and 
have the services of the hub at my disposal to sell my produce so that I can continue 
working at my job to support the fledgling farm. The Saturday morning farmers market 
as the common venue for fledgling farms would limit my farm labor time and require me 
to specialize in sales when that is not an area I am strong in. I would not have to have 
equipment to setup displays and to keep it fresh in the hot sun. I would also love to have 
a food hub where I can support fellow farmers instead of international factory farms, 
which are the majority of the products available to us in the grocery stores. We live in 
the best environment to produce food. Let's use that gift to produce our own food and 
support that with local market venues like the food hub. Please support this Bill and 
support new generations of farmers that return to traditions, that innovate, that cultivate 
our agricultural heritage and sustenance that we all desire to be pure, healthy, and 
nutritious. Mahalo. 

 





SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 9:06:47 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John Douvris Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 9:51:26 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Amy Brinker Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  





islands. And it will support our farmers who work tirelessly to feed us. Thank you for 
helping to create a sustainable Hawaii.    

  

Aloha, 

Melissa Reickert 

 





SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 11:30:50 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Paul Marshall Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  









SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:08:44 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David S. Case Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Small to medium-scale farms are a real and potential source of nutritious food 
throughout Hawaii. Food hubs are a method to aggregate and distribute agriculture 
produce from small to medium- scale farms, which enables these farmers to increase 
their income while providing more sources for distribution of their products. I therefore 
support SB 2722 to support a five-year pilot food hub program. 

Mahalo, 

David S. Case 

 



SB-2722 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:16:14 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/5/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert M Petty Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support S.B # 2722 related to Food Hub Pilot Program. 

I live in the moku of Lahaina and the ahupuaa of Launiupoko. I have completed the 
Farm Apprentice Mentoring (FAM) Program through UH-MC and Hawai'i Farmers Union 
United. 

I strongly feel that we need centrally located facilities with a business management 
structure that facilitates the aggregation, storage, processing, distribution, or marketing 
of local produced food products for new and existing farmers.  

Please pass this legislation and funding to support future farmers in Hawai'i. Thank you. 
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staff additions to support both Farm to School and the community farm network. 
All of these goals are in service of doubling food production in Hawaii and 
working toward state-wide food security.  

  

Value-adding is an integral piece of the agricultural and food economy puzzle. 
Access to funding for infrastructure upgrades, such as commercial kitchen and 
commercial processing equipment, will help us to better support Farm to State by 
being able to produce and supply minimally processed fresh and frozen foods. 
Farm to School provides a key example of this immediate need. The scratch-
cooking methodology at Kohala Complex is in service of improved health and 
wellness outcomes for Hawaii youth, but requires an intensive amount of work to 
the cafeteria staff. This work often exceeds their capacity, creating a bottleneck, 
and they often don't have the budget for additional staff to be cost effective and 
to utilize a broader range of local crops. The DOE is looking to source more local 
foods that are minimally processed to remedy this issue. A successful example of 
this strategy implementation is our peer organization, the Hawaii Ulu Coop. They 
have demonstrated that by minimally processing ulu and co-crops they are able 
to meet the needs of larger institutions like the HIDOE and reinvigorate cultural 
staple Pacific foods. Food hubs provide the mechanism to fit this niche in our 
community to support the success of the Farm to School Initiative and 
development of Farm to State, simultaneously opening the door to economic 
stimulus for local food producers to expand their businesses and food 
production.  

I ask your support on the Food Hub Pilot Program bills to enable us to 
collaboratively meet the growing demands for local food and food security. 
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