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Chair Baker and Members of the Committee: 

 My name is Charlene Tamanaha, and I am the Licensing Administrator of the 

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs’ (Department) Professional and 

Vocational Licensing Division.  The Department supports this bill. 

 The purposes of this bill are to clarify that: (1) churches granted an exemption 

under Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) section 441-22.1 are exempt from all 

requirements of HRS chapter 441; (2) other exempted entities shall comply with 

any provision of HRS chapter 441 upon order of the Department’s director; and (3) an 

entity exempt as a church under federal tax law is considered a church for purposes of 

exemption. 

 Act 14, Session Laws of Hawaii 1968, authorized the then-Cemetery Board to 

exempt any cemetery authority from the bonding and fee requirements for license, 

renewal, and reinstatement if it did not actively engage in pre-need sales, have a 
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licensed cemetery salesperson, or sell for financial profit.  Since 1968, exempt cemetery 

authorities have not been regulated and have been treated as exempt from HRS 

chapter 441 requirements.  Exempt cemetery authorities provide burials to their 

community based upon goodwill, rather than operate the cemetery as a business, and 

would therefore have difficulty complying with HRS chapter 441. 

 In codifying the current practice of the Department’s Cemetery and Funeral 

Trusts Program (Program), this bill will help the Program become more efficient in 

overseeing cemeteries and provide clarity for exempt entities regarding the 

requirements of HRS chapter 441.  In addition, churches and other non-profit exempt 

cemetery authorities will continue to be responsible for maintaining and caring for their 

cemeteries. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 









HOSOI GARDEN MORTUARY, INC. 
30 North Kukui Street Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 Tel (808) 538-3877 Fax: (808) 533-4981 

Written Testimony in Oposition of HB222 HDl Proposed SDl 

June 22, 2020 

To: Senator Rosalyn Baker, Chair Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health; 
Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair and Committee Members 

Hearing Date June 23, 2020 10: 15 a.m. Room #229 

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Committee Members 

My name is Cli fford Hosoi, President of Hosoi Garden Mortuary, Inc. I respectfully submit testimony 
in Opposition to HB2202 HDl Proposed SDl relating to Cemetery Authority Exception. 

The regulations that currently exist under HRS441-24.5 & 441-24.6 is present to protect the public to 
insure monies are available to maintain and repair columbariums to ensure its use and longevity. To 
begin to exempt organizations from these requirements is a serious matter that should be accompanied 
with oversight before such blanket authorizations are granted. I therefore oppose the bill in its current 
form. 

Serving IIawaii since 1900 
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June 20, 2020

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health

RE: Support for HB 2202 HD1

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members:

Please support HB2202 HD1, a bill that supports Hawaiiôs multi-faith community by providing an
exemption for churches and entities organized, controlled, and operated by them from licensing,
bonding and fee requirements under Ä 441.

The exemption outlined in this measure is based on our desire and commitment to care for the spiritual
needs of the local communities we serve and their families. The primary goal is to provide a continuum
of spiritual care for our parishioners, even after death, that does not create a financial burden for our
local families at what can be the most emotionally and financially difficult time for them (the passing of
a loved one).

This will benefit all of Hawaii's registered faith-based non-profits such as the Roman Catholic, Buddhist,
Episcopalian, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Congregationalist Evangelical, Hindu, and other faith serving
communities here in the islands. It is worth noting that the law, when amended in 1985, was intended
to provide an exemption from the cemetery authority rules for nonprofits by providing an exemption for
any organization not making a óprofitô off of the subject activity. That language, as currently written
within the Statute, ls vague and has not resulted in the churchesó ability to provide this much needed
service to our members. The proposed language in HB2202 HD1 clarifies that this was meant to include
churches and will provide a bright line and safe harbor to provide this service at a much needed time for
our local communities seeking relief from the burdensome costs of burial costs for their 'ohana.

Mahalo for your support of HB2202 HD1 and the many benefits it will provide to Hawaii's families.

Sincerely in the Lord,

Q. at/ò&7>-dcè?
Rev. William]. Kunisch ll
Pastor
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1330 Maunakea St. Hon. HI  96817 

Written Testimony in Opposition of 
HB 2202 HD1 Proposed SD1 

June 20, 2020 

To: Senator Rosalyn Baker–Chair–Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health 
          Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair – Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health 
          Committee Members 

HEARING DATE/TIME:  June 23, 2020, 1015am Rm #220 

Dear Cahir Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Committee Members 

My name is Mel Kalahiki, Location Manager of Borthwick Mortuary member of HFCA in the State of Hawaii. 
I respectfully submit testimony in Opposition to HB 2202 HD1 Proposed SD1 (Bill) “Relation to the 
Cemetery Authority Exemption” as it is currently written for the following reasons. 

In the event a church or nonprofit is actively selling cemetery internment rights to any individual for below 
or above ground burial, or for cremation below ground or above ground inurnment in a columbarium; and 
providing a guarantee of “Perpetual Care” maintenance; the church or non-profit should be required to 
maintain a perpetual care fund and that fund should be audited annually under HRS 441; Section 441-24.5 
and 441-24.6 to ensure there are enough funds in the perpetual care fund to provide ongoing maintenance. 
Protection for the consumer should be no different for profit or non-profit. 

We believe the only way to ensure responsible maintenance of a cemetery is through the regulations that 
currently exist under HRS441-24.5 & 441-24.6.  

In addition we have concerns churches will offer cemetery merchandise and services to its members on 
per-need installments and they would be exempt under HRS441-24.5 & 441-24.6 trusting requirements. 

We support a church or non-profit the opportunity to provide cemetery memorialization to their members, 
but we do feel there needs to be regulation protection the consumer. We support an amendment to bill HB 
2202 HD1 Proposed SD1 that would require a church or non-profit to maintain a perpetual care fund that 
is audited annually and if they do sell on a preneed installment they are regulated under HR441-25.5 & 
441-24.6 trusting requirements. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill 
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Department of Health 
Environmental Management Division 
Clean Air Branch 
P.O. Box 3378 Hon. Hi. 96801 
 
 
 
 
Director, 
 
 
This statement is to certify that no changes have been made in the design or operation of the 
 
source as proposed in the initial and any subsequent Non-Covered Source Permit application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mel Kalahiki 
Location Manager Borthwick Mortuary 
1330 Maunakea St. 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
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RE:  Contract Termination 

Dear Mr. Walters; 

 

Please be advised that we would like to cancel our services with HBM / Hawaiian Building Maintenance 
(“Agreement”) this letter constitutes our written notice of cancellation effective April 1, 2019 

Pursuant to HI Rev Stat 481-9.5 Fair trade regulation, Automatic renewal clause, we have fulfilled our 
contractual obligation. Hawaii Law requires that we be notified in no less than 30 days and no more than 
60 days before the date upon which the consumer shall respond to an automatic renewal clause. 

We appreciate your attention to this request, thank you for the service you provided. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Melvin Kalahiki                                                                                                                                                                                          
Location Manager                                                                                                                                                                                   
808-522-5200                                                                                                                                                                                         
melvin.kalahiki@dignitymemorial.com  
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Dear Connie, 
 

I have a total of 14 pages including this cover, I got your message just to send the first pages but 

the second and or third pages shows the direct deposits. 

I’m so sorry for this delay again, my Dad is 94 in his condition and situation I seriously thought he 

was going to pass already. 

Being the oldest, stuff just get’s differed to me.  
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Sincerely, 

Kalahiki, Melvin 



HB-2202-HD-1 
Submitted on: 6/22/2020 10:41:17 AM 
Testimony for CPH on 6/23/2020 10:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dara Perreira-Balmores Testifying for Catholic 
Diocese of Honolulu 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill for the care of our people for their final resting place. 

  

Dara Perreira-Balmores 
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Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 
Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

 
Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  
 
My name is Lisa Sakamoto and I fully support HB 2202 HD1. I am a parishioner of Mary Star of 
the Sea. I am also the Diocesan Finance Officer for the Diocese of Honolulu.  
 
I write to you today primarily as a caregiver to my mother (age 91) and my father (age 88). I 
have had several conversations with my parents about their after-life care. They did not plan 
ahead and do not have any burial plots or niches so we are struggling to determine what would 
be the best option for our family. If my parish was allowed to build a columbaria on church 
grounds, my parents would welcome this as part of their after-life care. For my family, it would 
allow us to be able to attend Mass on Sundays and then visit with them weekly either before or 
after Mass. When it is time for my husband and I to leave this earth, we would like to be able to 
be with my parents and my two sons who attend mass at Mary Star of the Sea could continue the 
tradition of visiting all of us in one place and not only just during the holidays or our birthdays! 
Most importantly it would provide my family with an affordable option for after-life care.  
 
I too would like to be able to see a proper resting place in our place of worship. The current law 
as written, does not legally or feasibly allow the church to provide this important service.  
 
Please consider passing House Bill 2202 HD 1 so we can care for our family in their after-life 
and allow all of our faithful to care for their after-life care in their place of worship.  



Submitted by: 
 
Betty Ontai 
Retiree and parishioner of Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
 
Comments: 
 
Aloha,  
 
I am writing in strong support of HB2202. The church has played a significant role in my life 
journey and has brought me to where I am today. To be able to end up where I started would 
be beautiful, and I know this would be a wonderful gift of choice to many in our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Betty Ontai 
 
  





Submitted by: 
 
Frederick Chang 
Retiree and parishioner of Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
 
Aloha, 
 
My name is Frederick Chang and I am writing in support of HB2202. At the age of 84, I was born 
and raised Catholic and my faith has played such an important role in my life and that of my 
family.  
 
My faith is my life, and I would want nothing more than to have the choice of continuing my 
spiritual after life in a place that has meant so much to me. For many in our community, 
ensuring our spiritual needs are met after we have passed is just as important as meeting those 
needs when we are alive. I also know my children would welcome the opportunity to visit my 
niche in a meaningful place, with the comfort of knowing I am where I want to be and am being 
well cared for. 
 
I respectfully encourage you to pass HB2202 for the benefit of our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Frederick Chang 



HB-2202-HD-1 
Submitted on: 6/22/2020 12:00:18 AM 
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Alan Urasaki Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2202-HD-1 
Submitted on: 6/22/2020 12:46:11 AM 
Testimony for CPH on 6/23/2020 10:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Diane Lamosao Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health: 

My name is Diane Lamosao, and I fully support HB 2202 HD1. I am a parishioner of St. 
Jude Catholic Church in Makakilo. I am also on the staff of the Diocese of Honolulu. 

As a member of a faith-based community, we pray together, we celebrate in time of joy 
with one another, and we come together when someone is in need. 

Knowing that our spiritual needs would continue to be cared for in our after life and that 
generations of my family can be laid to rest in a place that means much to us, is 
immeasurable. 

The passage of HB 2202 HD1 would be a blessing to my family and many other local 
families who wish to rest in eternal peace in a place that has brought us much joy, 
peace, and strength. 

Please pass HB 2202 HD1. 

Aloha, 

Diane Lamosao 
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MYM Services, LLC
P.O. Box 893940 Mililani, Hawaii 96789
Cellular: 428-3736; Email: mymagaoay@gmail.com

June 23, 2020

To: Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair and
Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair and
Members of the Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health

From: Michael Y. Magaoay, President MYM Services, LL

Re: HB 2202 HD1 Relating to Cemeteries

Position: STRONG SUPPORT

Good morning Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and members of the Committee on
Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health. I am Michael Magaoay, an electrical V
engineer consultant testifying in strong support of HB 2202 HD1; Relating to Cemeteries.

The desire and commitment are to care for the afterlife needs of our local faith serving
communities and their families. We support an amendment to Hawaii's current law
regarding Cemetery and Funeral Trusts to allow non-profit religious institutions to
feasibly construct and properly manage a columbarium within their property or place of
worship by providing niches to their members for an affordable fee.

The primary goal for supporting this exemption is to provide an affordable continuum of
spiritual care for their parishioners, even in their afterlife. The law as it is presently
written, does not allow them to do this in a feasible manner.

The passage of HB 2022 HD1 will provide our faith community and their families
throughout Hawaii with a much-needed service at a reasonable cost. It will allow multi-
generational families to be laid to rest together and cared for in their chosen place of
worship, providing future generations with the comfort of knowing their kupuna,



parents, and other family members are being cared for in one location. The passage of
HB 2022 HD1 will also help prevent countless local f81TliliúS from incurring financial and
emotional hardship in caring for their loved ones in their afterlife.

Also, change Section 3. "This Act shall take effect on Iuly 1, 2050" to ñThis Act shall take
effect upon its approvalò.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of
HB 2022 HD1.
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Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Consumer Protection, and Health, 
 
My name is Celeste Oda, and I am writing to you in support of HB2202 HD1. I am a lifelong 
Catholic, and throughout the years, my family and I have relied on our faith and our parish 
community to guide and support us through the everyday challenges we all face. Words cannot 
express the importance our Church has played in our well-being and those of many others. 
 
Knowing that our spiritual needs would continue to be cared for in our after life and that 
generations of our ‘ohana would be buried side by side in a place that means so much to us, is 
immeasurable. 
 
This is something I have thought about often.  Like many people in his generation, my dad was 
in the military so thankfully, my parents’ burial arrangements are already set at Punchbowl.  For 
my generation & future generations, however, the path is less clear.  I would love the option of 
resting in peace in our place of worship. 
 
The passage of HD 2202 HD1 would be a blessing to us and to the hundreds of other local 
families who wish to rest in eternal peace in a place that has brought them much joy, peace and 
strength throughout their lives. 
 



Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 
Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

 
Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  
 

My name is Corazon Tubana and I am writing in support of HB2202 HD1. I have been a faithful 
parishioner of St. Joseph Church, Waipahu, for the past 35 years, and would like nothing more 
than to continue my spiritual journey in my afterlife by having my remains, and those of my 
family, buried at St. St. Joseph, Waipahu. 

Hawaii, as a whole, is a very faith-based community. I truly believe this is what makes us such a 
giving community that defines “the aloha spirit.” We pray together, we celebrate in times of joy 
with one another, and we come together regardless of our faith or background when someone is 
in need. 

I know there are many who would welcome the opportunity to continue their celebration of life 
and faithfulness by being buried in their place of worship. Please pass HB2202 HD1. 

 



February 14, 2020

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

My name is Debra Bissen-Melton and I am writing in support of HB2202 HD1. I have been a
faithful parishioner and currently, Administrative Assistant of St. Anthony Parish in Wailuku and
would like nothing more than to continue my spiritual journey in my afterlife by having my
remains buried at St. Anthony. My grandmother, parents and uncles are buried there.

Hawaii, as a whole, is a very faith-based community. I truly believe this is what makes us such a
giving community that defines the "aloha spirit." We pray together, we celebrate in times of
joy with one another, and we come together regardless of our faith or background when
someone is in need.

I know there are many who would welcome the opportunity to continue their celebration of life
and faithfulness by being buried in their place of worship. Please pass HB2202 HD1.



Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

 

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  

I have been a member of the Diocese of Honolulu since 1983 and have been a member of St. 
Jude parish in Makakilo since 2005.  I am also a registered voter in Hawaii. 
 
I am in strong support of a change to the current law to allow churches to construct and maintain 
columbarium on church grounds.   Bishop Silva has clearly articulated the reasons for a change 
in the law and I totally agree with him. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eileen Peyton 
Kapolei, Hawaii 96707 
 



Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  

My name is Fr Efren A. Tomas, MS and I am writing in support of HB2202 HD1, I've been a priest 
assigned in the Diocese of Honolulu for the past 16 years. In my journey with our parishioners 
particularly on their spiritual life, no better way to continue their faith journey than having the 
remains of their loved ones and that of the next generations of their "ohana" be buried side by side 
in a place that means so much to them, which is the Church. 

Hawaii, as a whole is a very faith=based community. I truly believe this is what makes such a 
giving community that defines "the aloha spirit." We gather together to celebrate the Eucharist 
every day, thanking the Lord for the many blessings we received and at the same time remembering 
our loved ones who have gone before us. I know there are many who would welcome the 
opportunity to continue their celebration of life and faithfulness by being buried in their place of 
worship. Please pass HB2202 HD1. 

Fr Efren A. Tomas, MS 

Pastor of St Joseph Church 

Waipahu, HI 96797 

 



Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 
Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

 
Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  
 
My name is Fr. Khanh S. Hoang and I am the current pastor of St. Jude Catholic Church in 
Kapolei, Hawaii.  As an active priest and pastor of a parish here in the Diocese of Honolulu, I 
strongly urge for your support for the House Bill 2202 HD1.  As Christians, we have a 
commitment to care for our people and their families, even after death, because as human beings 
we continue to mourn the loss of our loved ones and continue to remember them especially on 
their death anniversaries and special occasions.  We all need a place to mourn and many people 
find their way to our church to do just that.   I am requesting an amendment to Hawaii’s current 
law regarding Cemetery and Funeral Trusts to allow religious institutions to feasibly construct 
and properly manage a columbarium within their property or place of worship, by providing 
niches to its members for an affordable fee.   
This House Bill 2202 HD1 will help us to continue to address the loss and mourning of the 
members of our community and beyond.  Thank you for your consideration of this bill. 
 



Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  

Thank you for your commitment to public service and for the opportunity to provide you testimony today. 
My name is Fr. Robert Stark.  I am the Director of the Office for Social Ministry of the Catholic Diocese 
of Honolulu and I reside at Mary Star of the Sea Parish. My testimony is urging you to please support 
HB2202 HD1, a bill that supports Hawaii’s multi-faith community by providing an exemption for 
churches and entities organized, controlled, and operated by them from licensing, bonding and fee 
requirements under § 441. 

We are all so blessed to live in Hawaii  a deeply spiritual community which helps make us such a loving 
community that embodies “the aloha spirit.” We pray together, we celebrate in times of joy with one 
another, and we come together as one ‘ohana regardless of our faith or background when someone is in 
need. There are many persons here in Hawaii who would welcome the opportunity to continue their 
celebration of life and faithfulness by being buried in their place of worship.  
 
The passage of HB2022 HDI will provide Hawaii’s faith community and families with a much needed 
service. It will allow multigenerational families to be laid to rest together and cared for in their chosen 
place of worship, while helping prevent local families from incurring financial and emotional hardship 
when grieving and then caring for their loved ones in their afterlife.  The passage of HD 2202 HD1 would 
be a blessing to us all who wish to rest in eternal peace in a place that has brought them much joy, peace 
and strength throughout their lives. This will benefit all of Hawaii's registered faith-based non-profits 
such as the Roman Catholic, Buddhist, Episcopalian, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Congregationalist 
Evangelical, Hindu, and other faith serving communities here in the islands.  
 
It is worth noting that the law, when amended in 1985, was intended to provide an exemption from the 
cemetery authority rules for nonprofits by providing an exemption for any organization not making a 
'profit' off of the subject activity.  That language as currently written within the statute is vague and has 
not resulted in the churches' ability to provide this much needed service to our members. The proposed 
language in HB2202 HD1 clarifies that this was meant to include churches and will provide a bright line 
and safe harbor to provide this service at a much needed time for our local communities seeking relief 
from the burdensome costs of after life care for their 'ohana.  
 
Mahalo for your support of HB2202 HD1 and the many benefits it will provide to Hawaii’s ‘ohana. 
 
Sincerely, 

Fr. Robert Stark   
 



My name is James Severson and I and my wife Patricia are writing in support of 
HB2202 HD1. We have been a faithful parishioner of St. John Vianney Catholic 
Church for the past 54 years, and we would like nothing more than to continue our 
spiritual journey in our afterlife by having our remains buried at St. John Vianney. 
Our congregation is aging and we are now experiencing many more deaths than in the 
past. 

Hawaii, as a whole, is a very faith-based community. We truly believe this is what 
makes us such a giving community that defines “the aloha spirit.” We pray together, 
we celebrate in times of joy with one another, and we come together regardless of our 
faith or background when someone is in need. 

We know there are many who would welcome the opportunity to continue their 
celebration of life and faithfulness by being buried in their place of worship. Please 
pass HB2202 HD1 

Much Aloha, 

James Severson 

 



Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 
Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

 
Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  
 
Please support HB2202 HD1, a bill that supports Hawaii’s multi-faith community by providing an 
exemption for churches and entities organized, controlled, and operated by them from licensing, 
bonding and fee requirements under § 441. 
 
As a parishioner of Holy Trinity Catholic Church on Oahu for nearly 40 years and a baptized 
Catholic since childhood, I know the importance of a community in the living and continuing 
through death into eternity.  As the Director of Real Estate for the Roman Catholic Church in the 
State of Hawaii, I have had numerous conversations with those interested in our parish 
graveyards.  Lifelong Catholics have a strong attachment to their parishes, especially in the rural 
areas throughout the state.  Many who leave the state for a life elsewhere return to be buried 
here in Hawaii at the hometown of their roots.  Having lived in other states, they are under the 
impression that either the parishes or the diocese would be able to offer an afterlife location for 
their loved one or for themselves.   
 
I care for my mother, soon to be 99 years old.  She and her friends all have hopes for their afterlife 
care, many who prefer to be placed with their community in life, their parish. Of course, at a 
reasonable rate that parishes can assist with. 
 
 
 
Mahalo for your support of HB2202 HD1 and the many benefits it will provide to Hawaii’s families.  
 
Aloha, 
 
Marlene De Costa 
 
 





Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  

On behalf of the Roman Catholic Church of Hawaii, our 250,000 members, and the multi-faith, 
multi-community coalition to promote affordable afterlife care in which we are participating, we 
strongly urge your support for HB2202.  

The exemption outlined in this measure is based on our desire and commitment to care for the 
afterlife needs of the local communities we serve and their families. We are requesting an 
amendment to Hawaii’s current law regarding Cemetery and Funeral Trusts to allow religious 
institutions to feasibly construct and properly manage a columbarium within their property or 
place of worship, by providing niches to its members for an affordable fee. Hawaii is one of few 
states that does not exempt religious institutions from charging a fee to help manage the costs of 
having a columbarium on their property. The primary goal is to provide a continuum of spiritual 
care for our parishioners, even in their afterlife, that does not run our local families broke at what 
can be the most emotionally and financially difficult time for them (the passing of a loved one).  

This important benefit extends far beyond Catholic communities and would benefit all of 
Hawaii's registered faith-based non-profits such as Hawaii’s Buddhist, Episcopalian, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Methodist, Congregationalist Evangelical, Hindu, and other faith serving communities 
here in the islands.  It is worth noting that the law, when amended in 1985, was intended to 
provide an exemption from the cemetery authority rules for nonprofits by providing an 
exemption for any organization not making a 'profit' off of the subject activity.  That language as 
currently within the statute is vague and has not resulted in churches' ability to provide this 
service to our members. The proposed language provides a bright line and safe harbor on 
exempted activities at a much needed time for our local communities seeking relief from the 
burdensome costs of after life care for their 'ohana.  

Mahalo for taking the time to read this testimony and for your consideration of support for 
HB2202.  

Me ka pono,  

Melinda LaCaille   

Parishioners of Sacred Heart Pahoa 

For the Roman Catholic Church of Hawaii    

 



Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Health In Support of HB2202 HD1 

Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10:15 a.m. In Room 229 

 

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang and Honorable Members,  

My name is Patrick Downes, a parishioner of St. Elizabeth Catholic Church in Aiea, and I am 
writing to you in support of HB2202 HD1. 

 

Not too long ago a cemetery was considered a natural extension of a neighborhood church, a 
continuation in death of the love and care given in life. Today many churches continue to 
maintain graveyards which, because of changing times and a lack of space, have not seen a burial 
in years. 

 

Times are changing again as our elderly population grows and funerals become more financially 
burdensome. The parish columbarium is a welcome answer to a host of end of life worries. It 
would also be a longed-for return to a cherished time when a person was laid to rest in a familiar 
place among family, fellow parishioners and neighborhood friends. 

 

Please pass HB2202. Mahalo. 
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