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Testimony of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs
Before the
House Committee on Intrastate Commerce
and
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce
Tuesday, February 11, 2020
2:05 p.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 329
On the following measure:
H.B. 1754, H.D. 1, RELATING TO FIRE PROTECTION
Chair Ohno, Chair Takumi, and Members of the Committees:
My name is Charlene Tamanaha, and I am the Licensing Administrator of the
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs’ (Department) Professional and
Vocational Licensing Division (PVL). The Department respectfully opposes this bill to
the extent it requires the PVL to develop a standard form to be used to confirm a new
dwelling buyer’s receipt of information on the benefits and costs associated with
installing and maintaining a residential fire sprinkler system.
As the division responsible for implementing the licensing regulations of 52
different professions and vocations, the PVL lacks the requisite expertise to develop the
form(s) required by this bill to effectuate the proposed chapter.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.

February 11, 2020
The Honorable Takashi Ohno, Chair
Committee on Intrastate Commerce
The Honorable Roy M. Takumi, Chair
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce
House of Representatives
State Capitol
Honolulu, HI 96813
Dear Chair Ohno and Chair Takumi:
Subject: House Bill (HB) 1754 Relating to Fire Protection
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 1754. My name is Shamim RashidSumar, I am a professional fire protection engineer working for the National Ready Mixed Concrete
Association (NRMCA) on behalf of the Build with Strength (BWS) coalition. BWS supports HB 1754,
which requires builders of new one-and-two family dwellings to provide buyers with information on the
benefits and costs associated with installing and maintaining a residential automatic fire sprinkler system.
While it is no secret to fire safety professionals that automatic fire sprinklers save lives and reduce
property damage, there exists a lack of awareness of the real threat of fire to our residences. It has been
noted that newer properties are especially vulnerable given reliance on combustible engineered lumber
and well as the increase in plastic composition of modern furnishings. Informing buyers at the time of or
prior to agreeing to final pricing for construction of a new dwelling is most appropriate to educate
consumers on the fire sprinkler issue.
An argument which has been made against this bill is that adding additional requirements to the home
sale process would raise the cost of housing. More focus has been provided to building “cheap” at the
expense of building safer and more resilient homes. The minimal cost, if any, posed by home builders to
provide automatic sprinkler information to individual home buyers pales in comparison to the cost to the
homeowner to recover from damage or loss of their home due to fire and, of course, the cost of human
life, which is not measurable. HB 1754 will better inform homebuyers about the options to protect their
homes and their families from the threat of fire through installation of a proven fire life safety system –
automatic sprinklers.
The Build with Strength coalition encourages these steps toward building responsibly and urges your
support of HB 1754.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 917-484-1960 or ssumar@nrmca.org should you have any
questions. Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony in support.

Respectfully,

Shamim Rashid-Sumar
Vice President, Fire Codes and Standards
NATIONAL READY MIXED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION
66 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 250, Alexandria, VA 22314 • Phone: 703-706-4800 • Fax: 703-706-4809 • www.nrmca.org

HOUSE COMMITTEES ON INTRASTATE COMMERCE, AND
CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
State Capitol, Conference Room 329
415 South Beretania Street
February 11, 2020
RE:

HOUSE BILL NO. 1754 H.D. 1, RELATING TO FIRE PROTECTION

Chairs Takumi and Ohno, Vice Chairs Ichiyama and Kobayashi, and members of the committees:
My name is Dwight Mitsunaga, 2020 President of the Building Industry Association of Hawaii (BIAHawaii). Chartered in 1955, the Building Industry Association of Hawaii is a professional trade
organization affiliated with the National Association of Home Builders, representing the building industry
and its associates. BIA-Hawaii takes a leadership role in unifying and promoting the interests of the
industry to enhance the quality of life for the people of Hawaii. Our members build the communities we all
call home.
BIA-Hawaii offers the following comments on H.B. 1754 H.D. 1, which proposes to require builders of
new dwellings to provide buyers with information on the benefits and costs associated with installing and
maintaining a residential fire sprinkler system.
This proposed bill would shift the responsibility to educate future home buyers of the costs and benefits of
installing a new automatic fire sprinkler system in their new home from the State Fire Council, to the
individual builder. The responsibility for educating people on the benefits of an automatic fire sprinkler
system should rest with the State Fire Council.
The bill does not identify which agency would provide oversight for the enforcement of this new
requirement, and the standard to determine a “willful violation” is merely that the person who is found in
violation of this section knew or should have known about this requirement. The standard seems
arbitrary.
In the past, BIA-Hawaii has provided, at no cost to the Honolulu Fire Department, booth space at our two
home shows annually to educate consumers on the fire sprinkler issue. Shifting this responsibility to the
new home buyer with additional procedures, will add to the cost of a new home. All builders will attempt to
satisfy the desires of a new home buyer in providing additional amenities or options in the purchase of a
new home provided the buyer is aware of the additional costs.
In the 2020 Legislative Session, both Chambers of the Hawaii State Legislature, and Governor Ige’s
Administration put forward a comprehensive package of bills to improve the quality of life for Hawaii’s
middle-class families. A large part of the package attempted to address housing affordability. Adding
more requirements to the home sale process will raise the cost of housing. We appreciate the opportunity
to express our views on H.B. 1754 H.D. 1.

Testimony to the House Committees on Intrastate Commerce and Consumer
Protection and Commerce
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 2:05 P.M.
Conference Room 329, State Capitol
RE:

HB 1754 HD1, RELATING TO FIRE PROTECTION

Chairs Takumi and Ohno, Vice Chairs Ichiyama and Kobayashi and Members of the Committees:
The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber") opposes HB 1754 HD1, which
would require builders of new dwellings to provide buyers with information on the benefits and
costs associated with installing and maintaining a residential fire sprinkler system. This bill also
requires the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs Professional and Vocational
Licensing Division to develop a standard form for this purpose.
The Chamber is Hawaii’s leading statewide business advocacy organization, representing
2,000+ businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less than 20
employees. As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of members
and the entire business community to improve the state’s economic climate and to foster
positive action on issues of common concern.
The bill would shift the responsibility to educate future home buyers of the costs and
benefits of installing a new automatic fire sprinkler system in their new home from the State
Fire Council to the individual builder.
In addition, this bill does not identify which agency would provide oversight for the
enforcement of this new requirement, and the standard to determine a “willful violation” is
merely that the person who is found in violation of this section knew or should have known
about this requirement.
In the past we understand that BIA-Hawaii has provided, at no cost to the Honolulu Fire
Department, booth space at their two home shows annually to educate consumers on the fire
sprinkler issue. Shifting this responsibility to the new home buyer with additional bureaucratic
procedures will add to the cost of a new home.
We appreciate the opportunity to express our opposition to HB 1754 HD1.
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