


 
Legislative Testimony 

 
SB367 SD1 HD1 

RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

House Committee on Judiciary 
 

March 20, 2019                           2:00 p.m.                             Room 329        
 
 The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS SB367 SD1 HD1, which would 
prohibit the sale of polystyrene foam containers or the use of such containers by 
restaurants, thereby helping to reduce the impacts of plastic waste on our native wildlife, 
marine and coastal resources, and associated Native Hawaiian traditional and customary 
practices.                     
 
 Single!use plastics, such as polystyrene foam containers, have a well!established 
impact on native species of cultural significance, including endangered as well as 
subsistence resource species.  For example, global production of polystyrene exceeds 300 
million tons annually ; approximately 50 percent of that production is disposed of 
indiscriminately into the environment, causing significant negative environmental impacts.  
In Hawaiian waters, the ingestion of discarded plastic debris including polystyrene by 
native seabirds, such as m! l", as well as by endangered honu, is a well!documented 
phenomenon that may have highly injurious or even fatal consequences.  Notably, such 
species hold special significance in Hawaiian culture and traditions: the cultural 
importance of seabirds includes their role in navigation, meteorology, craftwork, and in 
their spiritual symbolic significance; likewise, honu are also featured in numerous 
moÔolelo, hula, kiÔi p! haku, and other art forms, and were traditionally raised and 
harvested for food, medicinal, and other purposes.  Such plastic debris may also be 
ingested by other marine fauna, and its bioaccumulation through the food web may 
adversely affect numerous other native and culturally significant marine species.  
Therefore, reducing or eliminating the amount of disposable polystyrene foam containers 
in HawaiÔi may help to mitigate the impact of plastics on the native and endangered 
marine species in our islandsÕ waters.   
 

OHA further notes that plastic waste such as polystyrene may also threaten the 
perpetuation of Native Hawaiian cultural and subsistence practices.  For example, the 
toxins contained in discarded polystyrene, including those found in polystyrene itself as 
well as toxins readily absorbed by polystyrene material, may bioaccumulate in the marine 
food web, discouraging cultural and subsistence practitioners from the practice of 
gathering and consuming marine resources.  The presence of plastic fragments or 
microplastics in our nearshore waters may also discourage the traditional gathering and 
consumption of paÔakai and other non!living resources.  In addition, the harm caused to 
endangered and native species may foreclose the future use of such species in Native 
Hawaiian traditional and customary practices, which depend upon the availability of 
healthy and abundant resources.  Finally, the presence of discarded plastics may 
compromise the cultural and spiritual integrity of the marine and coastal environment, 
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upon which Native Hawaiian subsistence practices and ways of life are inextricably tied.1 
Accordingly, reducing the use and inevitable disposal of single!use plastics such as 
polystyrene foam containers into our marine environment may also represent a small but 
important step towards the perpetuation of Native Hawaiian culture.  

  
Finally, while OHA understands and appreciates that economic concerns may be 

raised by some, OHA believes it may also be important to consider the economic benefits 
that would result from a ban on single!use plastic products such as the polystyrene foam 
containers covered by this measure.  For example, a reduction of plastic waste on our 
beaches and in our coastal waters will only enhance visitor experience and thereby 
economic activity in the islands.  The outward commitment by our government to 
prioritize and be responsive to the needs of HawaiÔiÕs marine ecology would also be 
favorable to HawaiÔiÕs image as an attractive visitor destination.  A polystyrene foam 
container ban would further enhance the market for locally produced, environmentally 
friendly alternatives to these products, injecting life into nascent sectors of our islandsÕ 
economy and encouraging local, environmentally conscious entrepreneurship.  Finally, 
the reduction of such single!use plastic productsÕ impacts on our marine and coastal 
environment, as well as on human health, may result in significant avoided economic 
costs associated with such impacts.  OHA therefore urges the Committees to consider the 
significant economic benefits of a polystyrene foam container ban in any weighing of the 
marginal increased costs of using alternative and readily available products. 

 
 Therefore, OHA urges the Committees to PASS SB367 SD1 HD1.  Mahalo nui for 

the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
 

                                                
1 In Native Hawaiian understanding the spatial bounds of �! ina and moana are viewed holistically and 
maintain powerful and epistemological connections to Hawaiian ancestry and resilience; in one salient 
example, h#ko� ako� a, coral reefs, are prayed for and spoken of in the kumulipo, the Hawaiian creation 
chant.!
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Luque Surfrider Foundation 
Maui Chapter 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This really is a no-brainer. There are already multiple options for carry out food that 
don't require polystyrene. We can't continue to have this pollutant filling our oceans. 
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robert brower surfrider foundation 
kauai 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

our 10 person executive committee all support this measure.  we have 1500 members 
and followers.  Mahalo 

 



 
 
1050 Bishop St.  PMB 235 | Honolulu, HI 96813  
 P: 808-533-1292 | e: info@hawaiifood.com 

Executive Officers  
Toby Taniguchi,  KTA Superstores, Chair 
Joe Carter,  Coca-Cola Bottling of Hawaii, Vice Chair  
Charlie Gustafson, Tamura Super Market, Secretary/Treas. 
Lauren Zirbel , HFIA, Executive Director 
Beau Oshiro , C&S Wholesale Grocers, Past Chair 
Stan Brown , Acosta Sales & Marketing, Advisor 
Paul Kosasa, ABC Stores, Advisor 
Barry Taniguchi , KTA Superstores, Advisor 
Derek Kurisu , KTA Superstores, Advisor 

 
 
TO:  
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, and Committee on Judiciary 
Rep. Roy M. Takumi and Rep. Chris Lee, Chairs  
Rep. Linda Ichiyama and Rep. Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chairs 
 
FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION  
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director 
 

 

 
 
RE: SB367 SD1 HD1 RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. 
 

 
Position: Comments with Suggested Amendments  
 
The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, and distributors of food and beverage 
related products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
HFIA will support a  statewide ban on Polystyrene Foam with clear and easy to 
implement definitions a nd state leadership on this issue.    
 
At the county level we have had multiple last minute interpretations on various food 
service ware issues. County agencies have given conflicting information and been 
unable to answer questions. There are also different standards and requirements in 
different counties, which are virtually impossible for businesses to follow.  
 
The right policy on polystyrene is going to be the right policy for our whole state. 
Working at the state level will provide the same environmental benefits statewide, will 
be clear and easy to understand for customers, and will give businesses a consistent 
standard to use across the state for food service ware.  
 

DATE: March 20, 2019 
TIME: 2pm  
PLACE: Conference Room 329 
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In order to lend our support to this measure we ask that this section be added to the bill:  
 
This section shall take precedence over and preempt all contrary 
ordinances or rules adopted by a county or any department or 
agency thereof regulating disposable food service ware.   Except 
as expressly authorized by state law, no county shall enact an 
ordinance, rule, or regulation regulating disposable food 
service ware. Disposable food service ware items are plates, 
trays, cups, clamshells, cartons or containers, bottles, 
utensils, lids, food packaging and straws. Except as expressly 
authorized by state law, no county shall enact an ordinance, 
rule, or regulation regulating plastic bags after March 12, 
2019.  

 
In order to not  walk back polystyrene  bans on other counties this bill can reflect the 
following language:  
 
     SECTION 6.   For the County of Maui this act shall take 
effect on December 31, 2018. For the County of Hawaii this bill 
act shall take effect o n July 1, 2019. For the City and County 
of Honolulu and the County of Kauai this act shall take effect 
on December 31, 2020.  

  
Working towards a statewide solution to food service ware and packaging in general is 
a priority issue for the food industry.  
 
It is also necessary to clarify the definition of Òprepared foodÓ in this measure to adhere 
to industry standards. We ask that the definition of Òprepared foodÓ be amended to read: 
 
"Prepared food" means food or beverages, which are served, 
packaged, cooked , chopped, sliced, mixed, brewed, frozen, 
squeezed, or otherwise prepared for consumption by a retail 
consumer on the premises of a retail food establishment that is 
ready to consume without further preparation or heating, 
including, beverages, ready to ea t  food , and takeout food. 
"Prepared food" does not include raw  eggs , butchered meats, fish 
and/or poultry unless provided for consumption without further 
food preparation.  
 
We are working to set up a packaging symposium with environmental groups to define 
packaging challenges, find solutions, and move forward together in a way that is 
possible to implement. If the solution is to move towards compostable items, we need to 
work to develop a composting site that will accept these products. If the solution is to 
recycle we need to work towards developing a viable way to recycle items. Likely, the 
solution includes both of these. Businesses need to have a clear understanding of what 



is expected of them. The waste management system must hold up their end of the 
solution.  
 
We look forward to working towards solutions that make sense and implementing them 
state wide.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  
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tien phan Stadium Pho Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

my name is tien Phan i am a member owner of Phan LLC (DBA Stadium Pho) 

i oppose the Ban of using styrofoams material container and any plastice untensil ,straw 
for foods services because i am a small Restaurant owner and we rely on them serve 
our customer need as far Dining in customer and carry out. Baning the use of such 
material will lead to use of other alternated that cost much higher and bring up the cost 
for our services. We as small business oner work extra hard , we do most of the work 
our self and even do work for our employee that often dont carry out their job correctly 
and on timely mater. so it is hard to have to spend that extra money to cover the new 
expensive to use the alternated material. Maybe one will challenger my believe by 
saying i should pass that new expense to customer . But by doing so will also scare 
customer away and not wanting to buy our foods and risk putting our business out of 
business. and most of our customer are also hard working men and women that have 
family driving up cost for meal does not help any one. While i understand the use of 
styrofoam and plastice like material is bad for the environment at the moment. we are 
not big business like Mcdonald Jackinthebox and Cheese Cake Factory that can hire as 
many employee as they please and lay on the beach enjoying that hawaiian sun. We 
work hard to make a living. please consider Us 90% of Citizen that is not mega richs in 
considering your dicision on these ban of material being use for foods serives. 
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Christina Adolpho Waiahole Poi Factory Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha State Representatives, 

I am the General Manager of Waiahole Poi Factory. We offer traditional Hawaiin plate 
lunches and are one of three restaurants on the island owned by native Hawaiians. 

We are extremely concerned about the amount of pollution that ends up in our beautiful 
environment and how it affects wildlife. BUT, I question whether a ban on styrofoam 
containers at restaurants is the best solution. 

First, these types of bans only hurt the little guys, the mom and pop restaurants. I work 
seven days a week, sometimes as long as 12 hours a day. Think about that, we are not 
a huge restaurant with a lot of staff. Our profit margins are thin. We use styrofoam 
containers for a few reasons, but cost efficiency is a big one. Looking at the alternatives, 
we will suffer a big hit with our profit if this ban were to be passed. 

Second, I don't see how replacing one piece of trash with another will keep trash from 
going into the ocean. 

I am interested in hearing ideas from you that support our beautiful Hawai'i while also 
supporting small institutions like ours that contribute to our culture. 

Thank you, 

Christina Adolpho 

Waiahole Poi Factory 

48-140 Kamehameha Hwy, Kaneohe, HI 96744 

 











99-080 Kauhale Street Aiea, 

HI 96701 

galejoherring@gmail.com 
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Neil Ishida ABC Stores Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

ABC Stores opposes SB 367, SD1, HD1 Relating to Environmental Protection. This 
measure prohibits food service businesses and stores from the sale, use, or distribution 
of polystyrene foam containers, expanded polystyrene food service products, plastic 
straws, and plastic bags and takes affect 7/1/2021. 

This measure would ban items like eggs shipped in Styrofoam cartons, meat trays, Cup-
Noodle, Zip Lock & garbage bags, juice boxes and pouches with straws, reusable bags 
made out of recycled plastic, reusable cups with straws to name a few items. We also 
question if this measure would violate interstate commerce by banning the sale of these 
items. 

Bans are not the simple answer. We need to maintain a fair balance regarding food 
service containers, bags, straws and other products and look at coordinated litter 
reductions programs. A mere substitution of polystyrene type containers, plastic straws, 
beverage containers and bags to another type will not result in reduced trash as more 
than likely the substitution product would be discarded in the same manner. We urge 
you to hold this measure. Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 
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George Ngyuen Pho Tri Restaurant Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

To:  Hawaii House of Representatives 

Judiciary and Consumer Protection and Commerce Committees 

  

From: George Nguyen 

1307 Kalakaua Ave 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96826 

  

Date:   March 20, 2019 Hearing 

  

To whom it may concern: 

I am a small business owner. I am a single dad and am putting my daugther through 
college. My family relies on my business, Pho Tri Vietnamese Restaurant. We use 
styrofoam to-go containers for our customers because they are the most affordable and 
they also work the best. I spend $23 on a case of 200 styrofoam containers. Other 
containers cost $52 for 200 containers. We use about 200 to-go containers per day. I 
work in my restaurant every day. I am not rich, but I am proud to have a small business 
that I started when I immigrated to this country. Banning these containers and making 
business more expensive will make it harder for other immigrants like me. 

Please think about how this ban will affect small immigrant businesses like mine. 

Also, compostable utensils are nice, but they are more expensive too. 

George Nguyen 



Pho Tri Vietnamese Restaurant 

1307 Kalakaua Ave 

808-341-6012 
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Surfrider Foundation Hawaii Chapters  *  2927 Hibiscus Pl.  *  Honolulu, HI  96815 

808-381-6220  *  scoleman@surfrider.org  *  www.surfrider.org 

Stuart H. Coleman, Hawaii Manager   
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Rachel Wacker One oncean 
conservation 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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John & Rita Shockley FREE ACCESS 
COALITION 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! 

     The Free Access Coalition strongly supports banning foam single-use 
containers.  We are an island.  We carelessly discard foam containers and they end up 
on both land and sea.  Even if they are "carefully" disposed, the wind, ferral animals, 
homeless will go through trash and expose the plastic to the environment. 

     Many of you who are older will remember a time when we used paper containers 
that at least has a chance to bio-degrade.  We got lazy and foam was a cheap 
container.  It's time to eliminate this pollutant from our State.  If we learned to be sloppy 
and lazy we can now learn how to be responsible again.  Our future citizens are 
counting on us to do the right thing--NOW. 

     Mahalo for your time! 

     John & Rita Shockley--Coordinators. Free Access 
Coalition           www.freeaccesscoalition.weebly.com  
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Crista Morones Surfrider Kona Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this whole heartedly. We do not need single use plastics or styrofoam in 
Hawaii. We do not need them anywhere on this earth of ours. We need to make a 
difference starting years ago, so now is the time! I don't want my children to see plastic 
bags and styrafome containers in our oceans or lands as I have unfortunately seen in 
my life. We only have one planet.  
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Christina Robbins Plastic Free Hawaii Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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chelsea wipeout crew Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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danielle shemesh Catering Company- 
Gazoz 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Its toxic and harmful to human and the environment. 
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Edwina Moscatelli Surfrider Foundation Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I truly believe we need to eliminate the use of styrofoam. 
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Kaitlin Mann Wipeout Crew Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  
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Matt Gone For Milk. Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Kamryn Conway Wipeout Crew Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



 
 

SB 367 
In Strong Support 

Hearing Date: March 20, 2019 2:00 PM 
House Committees on CPC/JUD 

 
Aloha Chairs Takumi & Lee and Members of the House CPC/JUD Committees, 
 

I am writing to you on behalf of �^�µ�•�š���]�v�����o�������}���•�š�o�]�v���•���,���Á���]�Zi (SCH), in strong support 
of SB 367, relating to the phasing out of Polystyrene Foam Food containers in the State of 
�,���Á���]�Z�]. 

We are at a critical juncture in our waste management and plastic pollution measures. 
The burdens of single use plastic are mounting around the world as the soup of plastics that has 
�������µ�u�µ�o���š�������]�v���}�µ�Œ���}�������v�•���]�•���Œ���‰�]���o�Ç���]�v���Œ�����•�]�v�P�X���������]�š�]�}�v���o�o�Ç�U���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o���[�•���u���Œ�l���š�•�����Œ�������o�}�•�]�v�P���]�v��
places where we have traditionally moved our waste. As an island we should be the leaders for 
the world in reducing these detrimental plastics like polystyrene foam.  

A recent study published in the renowned journal of Science describes the mounting 
issues of plastics on our fragile and threatened reefs. The study describes corals as being 90% 
more likely to be diseased when plastic sits on the reef. The billions of pieces of plastic already 
in the ocean are scarring reefs and then likely infecting them with the contamination that 
comes from their properties. Plastics bio-accumulate toxins in the water and thus can transfer 
such toxins to other organisms like coral. This is yet another toxic consequence of plastics in our 
oceans, of which many more are described in the bullet points below.  
 As an organization that engages thousands of volunteers each year on the issues of 
plastic pollution through beach cleanups, in class-education, and public outreach event, 
Sustainable Coastlines is extremely familiar with the detrimental effect these foam containers 
are having on our environment and ultimately our economy. Each year we see more and more 
plastics aggregating on our State, County, & City beaches and foam is one of the most found 
items during our beach cleanups. Polystyrene Foam, like plastic bags, has the characteristic of 
being extremely light and brittle �t thus leading to its escape and nasty ability to break into 
smaller pieces in the environment. If it remains intact it clogs stormdrains and other runoff 
infrastructure and if it breaks into pieces, it can end up in the stomachs of many marine and 
stream creatures. These effects are all detrimental to the health of our ecosystems and leave an 
ugly scar on the landscape that provides the basis for our whole economy. 
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 Through years of investigation and generating collective understanding of the issue, 
Sustainable Coastlines and its partners have found an undeniable amount of evidence that 
points to banning foam as a necessary step for our State to move forward in a sustainable way. 
Our State Department of Transportation Highways program recently identified foam and plastic 
bags as the two largest contributors to trash problems around our State. These are unnecessary 
materials that are costing our tax payers millions of dollars each year to clean up. The bullet 
points catalogued below highlight studies on Global, National, State, and County levels 
identifying the financial cost of plastics like foam to our economy. 
 SCH advocates for our Cities, Counties, and State to rethink the way they create, handle, 
and discuss waste. Our view is that we can become a leader in a regenerative economy in which 
we value reuse and recovery over the single-use items. Single-use plastics, like polystyrene 
foam, are a fossil fuel driven, carbon emitting industry that has no place in an island economy 
where space is limited and our environmental health is the most important issue to our 
economy. Alternatives to foam and other forms of plastic are easily accessible, with the most 
sustainable version being certified compostable products.  
 Our partners at Surfrider Foundation and their Ocean Friendly Restaurants Program 
have registered over 200 hundred businesses around the State that illustrate that foam free is 
not only the right thing to do, but is an economically viable way to operate. Though the 
program is only two years old, the amount of restaurants demonstrating their ability to operate 
in this manner continues to not only grow, but be an incentive for customers to frequent the 
restaurants as our population understands more and more the destructive effects these types 
of plastics are having on our world.  
 While litter reduction campaigns should continue around the world, they are proving 
ineffective as a way of keeping plastic contamination out of our oceans. Despite efforts to stop 
litter the amount of plastic entering our oceans each year is rising exponentially, with 
predictions showing that by 2050 there will be more plastic by weight in the ocean than fish. 
Each step that me make towards taking these items out of circulation allows us to have a 
positive impact on reducing this toxic soup that is accumulating in our oceans.  
 The referenced bullet points below outline the economic, environmental, and human 
health impacts of foam to our islands. 
 
Cleanup Costs & Economic Benefits 

�x Plastic is costing cities, counties, states, & countries millions of dollars and our global 
economy billions. Costs are passed to the taxpayers by burdening our storm water 
management systems with the need for expensive best management practices and the 
costs of cleanups.  

�x Hawaii State Department of Transportation has produced a trash plan that shows 
styrofoam and plastic bags as the top two contributors to the waste stream.1 

                                                      
1 http://www.stormwaterhawaii.com/swmp_wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Trash-Reduction-
Plan_FINAL-10-18-16.pdf  
 



�x The Natural Resource Defense Council (NRDC) created a plastic cleanup valuation study 
for 90+ counties in California:2 

o CA taxpayers are paying $428 million per year to clean up plastic through storm 
drain management, street sweeping, and cleanups. 

o San Diego County (with population of 1.3 equivalent to Hawaii) spends $14 
million alone on plastic cleanup 

�x United Nations Environmental Program Global Estimates are in the billions for the global 
cost to cleanup plastics, $14 billion for marine plastic alone.3 

o This cost is closer to $78 billion annually if all costs are considered, including the 
cost lost in fossil fuel production and loss of resources.  

�x Burden on the public  
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organizations and volunteer hour base rates, we spent $750,000 - $1 million on 
beach cleanups in 2016 alone. 

 
Environmental Impact 

�x It is argued that styrofoam is acceptable because we can incinerate it for 
energy.  However, this approach is not without significant impacts. According to the 
Hawaii DOH Clean Air Branch the Covanta H-POWER plant emits 0.15 million metrics 
tons of carbon dioxide4 (a potent greenhouse gas) annually.  ���o�š�Z�}�µ�P�Z���š�}�µ�š���������•�������^���o�����v��
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needs5 while still emitting greenhouse gases through burning plastic. 

�x Further, for each ton of polystyrene not produced, 2.5 metric tons of carbon dioxide 
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stated in the Aloha + Challenge and as mandated by the US EPA.6 
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shows that burning polystyrene emits more carbon dioxide equivalent than other 
plastics.  For each ton of polystyrene incinerated, 1.64 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
are emitted.  

�x If burned at HPower, one compostable clamshell burns 1.76 times greater energy 
compared to one EPS Foam clamshell of the same size. And burning compostable 
products comes without the toxic ash or smoke that EPS foam creates in the burning 
process. 

                                                      
2 https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/ca-pollution-in-waterways-IB.pdf 
 
3 www.unep.org/pdf/ValuingPlastic/ 
 
4 http://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/ghg-inventory-20081.pdf 
 
5 www.islandpulse .org 
 
6 https://www3.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/tools/warm/pdfs/Plastics.pdf 
 



�x Fiber clamshells are also less than half the volume of EPS, so a restaurant could fit about 
twice as many clamshells on the same amount of shelf space or have more space for 
other things.   

�x The material for fiber containers can be grown and then made here in Hawaii, so more 
jobs and sustainable ones, not jobs that are exposing workers directly to large amounts 
of toxic chemicals. EPS can also be made here, but raw, toxic source chemicals need to 
be shipped to Hawaii. 

�x EPS is designed to be used once, and according to the US EPA less than 1% of foam is 
recycled nationally. 0% of EPS Foam is recycled locally. 

�x According to the EPA Waste Reduction Model Report, 7% of plastic waste generation in 
US is polystyrene. Of our total plastic recovery, polystyrene makes up 0.7% of recycled 
plastic 

Human Health 
�x Air pollution from polystyrene 

o Styrene is reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen and a confirmed 
animal carcinogen as reported by the National Institute of Health in their Report 
on Carcinogens (2011); this conclusion is also endorsed by the National Academy 
of Sciences (2014)7 

o When combusted, styrene produces benzaldehyde (US EPA classifies this as a 
hazardous substance), acetophenone (Group D carcinogen by US EPA, causes 
���Z�Œ�}�u�}�•�}�u���o�������u���P�����}�v���Z���u�•�š���Œ�•�U�����µ�š���Z���•�v�[�š���������v���š���•�š�������]�v���Z�µ�u���v�•�•�U���•�š�Ç�Œ���v����
oxide (main metabolite of styrene, which is known as carcinogenic). 

�^�µ�•�š���]�v�����o�������}���•�š�o�]�v���•���,���Á���]�Z�] deeply appreciates your time and energy in considering 
these important matters and is available to answer questions that you may have.  
 
Mahalo, 
 
Rafael Bergstrom 
Executive Director, Sustainable ���}���•�š�o�]�v���•���,���Á���]�Z�] 

                                                      
7 https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/topics/agents/styrene/index.cfm 
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March 20, 2019 
 
To: The Honorable Chair Roy Takumi (Consumer Protection & Commerce) and  

The Honorable Chair Chris Lee (Judiciary) 
 
From:   Kona Brewing Company 
  Mary Rait; Director, Regulatory Compliance and Government Relations 
 
RE:   SB 367 SD1 HD1; Relating to Environmental Protection; In Support  
  March 20, 2019; Room 329 
 
Kona Brewing Company offers our support  of SB 367 SD1 HD1, which prohibits  the sale of 
polystyrene foam food service containers and the sale or service of food using polystyrene 
containers statewide. We are encouraged by the statewide commitment to environmental 
protection and particularly the growing awareness of the negative impact of the use of 
polystyrene foam containers. Environmental sustainability is a key value of Kona Brewing 
Company and a guiding principle for how we operate. To this end, our organization does not 
use polystyrene or foam products and instead offers readily available environmentally friendly 
options at our pubs in Kailua-Kona and Koko Marina. 
 
Kona Brewing Company runs our flagship brewery in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii and produces more 
than 12,000 barrels of beer per year. The company was started by a father and son team who 
had a dream to create fresh, local brews made with spirit, passion, and quality. Kona Brewing 
Company is currently in the process of expanding our pub and brewery operations in Hawaii 
to include a new state-of-the-art, eco-friendly 30,000 square-foot facility. In addition to 
creating more local jobs, this will increase our annual production capacity from 12,000 to 
100,000 barrels. All the beer we produce in Hawaii is made for Hawaii distribution. Kona 
Brewing Company is proudly invested in the future of Hawaii, and therefore feels passionate 
about promoting environmental responsibility and sustainability.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify and share our strong commitment to this effort.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mary Rait 
Kona Brewing Company 
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���� �7�K�H���F�R�V�W���R�I���G�R�L�Q�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�L���L�V���U�L�V�L�Q�J���D�W���D���I�U�H�Q�H�W�L�F���S�D�F�H�����P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���Z�D�J�H�����L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H����
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����O�H�W���D�O�R�Q�H���I�R�R�G���F�R�V�W�����* �U�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V���D�U�H�����������W�L�P�H�V��
�P�R�U�H���H�[�S�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�K�D�Q���I�R�D�P�����2�X�U���Q�L�F�K�H���L�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���I�R�R�G���W�R���F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V���E�\���P�D�N�L�Q�J��
�W�K�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���K�R�X�V�H���D�V���P�X�F�K���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����)�R�U�F�L�Q�J���X�V���W�R���X�V�H���J�U�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V���L�V���R�Q�H���Z�D�\���W�R��
�R�I�I�V�H�W���R�X�U���K�D�U�G���L�Q���K�R�X�V�H���Z�R�U�N�������: �H���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���S�U�L�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R��
�R�I�I�H�U���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H�����T�X�D�O�L�W�\���I�R�R�G���W�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V�����,���D�P���V�F�D�U�H�G���Z�H���Z�L�O�O��
�O�R�V�H���R�X�U���F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U���E�D�V�H���Z�K�R���G�H�S�H�Q�G���R�Q���R�X�U���O�R�Z���S�U�L�F�H�V�����,�W���P�L�J�K�W���M�X�V�W���V�H�H�P���O�L�N�H���R�Q�H���V�P�D�O�O��
�F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���R�X�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�����E�X�W�����,���F�D�Q���D�V�V�X�U�H���\�R�X���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���V�P�D�O�O���F�K�D�Q�J�H���F�D�Q��
�D�I�I�H�F�W���R�X�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�¶���H�Q�W�L�U�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�L�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\����
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�W�K�D�W���V�W�D�I�I���D�Q�G���F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V���P�L�J�K�W���E�X�U�Q���W�K�H�L�U���K�D�Q�G�V���M�X�V�W���E�\���W�R�X�F�K�L�Q�J���D���W�D�N�H���R�X�W���S�D�S�H�U���R�U��
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�7�K�L�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�R���J�U�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�R�U�H���S�D�O�D�W�D�E�O�H���L�I���Z�H���K�D�G���D���F�R�P�S�R�V�W���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�R�F�H�V�V��
�W�K�H���J�U�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V�������X�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\���Z�H���G�R���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���W�K�L�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���J�R�H�V���W�R���+���S�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�\�Z�D�\�V����
�: �H���D�U�H���D�O�O���I�R�U���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���E�X�W���Z�H���D�V�N���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���E�D�Q���L�V���Q�R�W���U�X�V�K�H�G�����5�L�J�K�W���Q�R�Z���L�W���M�X�V�W��
�G�R�H�V�Q�
�W���P�D�N�H���V�H�Q�V�H�����&�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�U�D�V�K���W�R���W�U�D�V�K���E�L�Q�V���E�\���X�V�L�Q�J���O�L�G�V���H�W�F�����U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���W�U�D�V�K���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���E�H�W�W�H�U�����+�R�S�H�I�X�O�O�\���Z�H���F�D�Q���D�O�O���Z�R�U�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���I�L�Q�G���D���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H��
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