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requiring that tobacco retailers and permittees are penalized for illegal tobacco sales.  Four states 1 

have penalties for the employee or person that violates the law, eleven states penalize the 2 

licensee, and seven states provide penalties for both the employee and the licensee.1 The 3 

proposed change also aligns with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration that addresses warning 4 

letters on inspection violations, corrective action, and possible regulatory action to the retailers, 5 

not employees.   6 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 7 

Offered Amendments:  None 8 

                                                           
1 IOM (Institute of Medicine). 2015. Public health implications of raising the minimum age of legal access to tobacco products. 
Washington, DC: The National Academies Press 
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Date: February 24, 2019 

To:  Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 
 Senator Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair  

Members of Judiciary Committee 

Re: Support for SB1244 SD1, Relating to Tobacco Taxes 

Hrg:  February 26, 2019 at 9:00am at Conference Room 016 
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi, a program of the HawaiÔi Public 
Health Institute i is in Support of SB1244 SD1  which clarifies that liability for 
illegally selling tobacco products to persons under 21 is borne by the retail 
entity rather than the employee. 
 
The Coalition supports SB1244 SD1, shifting the responsibility from an 
individual employee to the retailer or permitee who or whose employees to 
receive education and direction on our state law, and it will ensure retailers 
keep closer oversight of the sale activities in their stores. This change places 
majority of the responsibility on the entity with the power to ensure 
compliance with HawaiiÕs Tobacco 21 law.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We support SB1244 SD1 and 
respectfully ask you to pass this measure out of committee. 
 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  

 
"The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi (Coalition) is a program of the HawaiÔi Public 
Health Institute (HIPHI) that is dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, 
policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in HawaiÔi, the Coalition has 
led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state 
in the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers 
under 21 years of age. 
 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing 
issue-based advocacy, education, and technical assistance through partnerships with 
government, academia, foundations, business, and community-based organizations. 
!
!

!"#!" $%&'()$
!
#"$%&'(!
)*+",-*,. !#/0. !#0 !
!"#$%&
'#(#$$&)#*$+$*&',#-." $
&
#&12!3'4",. !56&
/,*%,.#%0&
1$--$#2&/3&4$*"#%5678&/*"77- &
7+&9#( &
&
7"("2",&!#&%".!#/0 &
:%,#6;%,%&
<= &!786;-.$8>&99!&
&
?70&@#%;#A&=@B&
<#$6,%&),%2#8,8., !
$
C7%%,6.&@#.DA&)"#%2E&
4,.$%,5A&E#8$,-&<3&F87;0,&
!7--,>, &7+&)"#%2#*0&
&
E,GG$,&H%6I$8,&
<#2,"#2,"# &/*"77-6!
&
<,#(,J#$27I; &
<#"7-7I;-#A&)"E &
?7"8&B3&@;%86&/*"77- &7+&
=,5$*$8,A&E,K#%.2,8.&7+&
L#.$M,&'#(#$$#8&',#-." &
$
@%0#8&=$"A&=EA&=)' &
?7"8&B3&@;%86&/*"77- &7+&
=,5$*$8,A&E,K#%.2,8.&7+&
),5$#.%$*6!
$
4#*",- &L7M7.80A&
)"EA&4ELA&9E&
N8$M,%6$.0&7+&'#(#$$&#.&=#87#A&
!7--,>, &7+&:%7K$*#-&B>%$*;-.;%,&
#85&';2#8 &4,67;%*,6&
$
!#.",%$8,&:#6*"8,%A&?E&
=*!7%%$6.78&=$--,%&=;I#$ &
=#*<$8878&99)&
&
?7B88&:6#%IA&=)' &
?7"8&B3&@;%86&/*"77- &7+&
=,5$*$8,A&L#.$M,&'#(#$$#8&
4,6,#%*"&O++$*,&
&
H8&P7;8>A&=@B&
/#86,$A&9#8#$&
!
!
!
!



SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2019 3:58:04 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Zehner Testifying for Hawaii 
Smokers Alliance 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We oppose this bill unless it would make regulations milder and more reasonable. 
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SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2019 10:31:27 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brian Santiago Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2019 10:15:48 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Park Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted on: 2/24/2019 5:44:46 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Present at 
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Chris Wells Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Michael S. Nakasone Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nicholas Winters Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted on: 2/24/2019 10:47:18 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kirstin Kahaloa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laksmi M Abraham Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

rhoads10
Late



SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2019 11:34:51 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bill Patterson Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

rhoads3
Late



SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2019 12:02:15 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris C.K. Arakaki Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

rhoads3
Late



SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2019 12:46:57 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Johnathon G. Myers Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2019 2:55:37 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Lani Hernandez Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2019 6:52:33 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

April Pacheco Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2019 9:31:53 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/26/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Kimo Cruz Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  


	SB-1244-SD-1

