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Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kitagawa and members of the Committee. 

 
The Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism offers 

comments on House Bill 539.  This measure appropriates $74,000 for staffing, inter-
island travel, and other related operating expenses associated with the Small Business 
Regulatory Review Board (SBRRB).   
 

SBRRB’s base budget funds are included in HB1563 which includes two 
permanent civil service positions assigned to staff the SBRRB.   The Administration is 
requesting an additional $10,000 for inter-island travel and website improvements to 
help strengthen the SBRRB’s ability for outreach purposes. 
 

DBEDT appreciates the over-all intent of this bill to create a stronger public 
awareness for the SBRRB to assist those small businesses in need of regulatory relief, 
but we are concerned that its passage not replace or adversely impact the 
Administration’s financial plan. 
 

The Legislature established the SBRRB in 1998 and reaffirmed its belief in its 
importance by making it a permanent body in 2001.  Since its inception, the SBRRB has 
enjoyed many successes and is perhaps the single most important voice on regulations 
within the government for the approximate 96% of the State’s employers with fewer than 
100 employers.   
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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