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RELATING TO MARIJUANA 

 House Bill (H.B.) No. 434 proposes to establish the Alcohol and Drug Abuse 

Division Special Fund within the Department of Health where fines from non-criminal 

marijuana violations shall be deposited and used for public education and awareness 

programs aimed at reducing the use of harmful drugs.  The bill also decriminalizes the 

possession and distribution of small amounts of marijuana by reclassifying these 

offenses as non-criminal violations, while retaining criminal classifications of certain 

specific, higher-level marijuana offenses, such as those relating to commercial 

promotion and cultivation. 

 As a matter of general policy, the department does not support the creation of 

any special or revolving fund which does not meet the requirements of Sections 37-52.3 

and 37-52.4, HRS, respectively.  Special and revolving funds should:  1) serve a need 

as demonstrated by the purpose, scope of work and an explanation why the program 

cannot be implemented successfully under the general fund appropriation process; 

2) reflect a clear nexus between the benefits sought and charges made upon the users 
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or beneficiaries or a clear link between the program and the sources of revenue; 

3) provide an appropriate means of financing for the program or activity; and 

4) demonstrate the capacity to be financially self-sustaining.  In regards to H.B. No. 434, 

it is difficult to determine whether the proposed special fund would be self-sustaining. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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OUR REFERENCE

February 5, 2019

The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair
and Members
Committee on Health
The Honorable Gregg Takayama, Chair
and Members
Committee on Public Safety, Veterans,
and Military Affairs
House of Representatives
415 South Beretania Street, Room 329
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chairs Mizuno and Takayama and Members:

SUBJECT: House Bill No. 434, Relating to Marijuana

I am Major Calvin Tong of the NarcoticsNice Division of the Honolulu Police
Department (HPD), City and County of Honolulu.

The HPD strongly opposes House Bill No. 434, Relating to Marijuana. This bill,
in part, seeks to decriminalize the possession and distribution of marijuana by removing
from the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) existing criminal penalties related to marijuana.

As an example, the bill is seeking to change the penalty for distribution of
marijuana concentrates under HRS 712-1245 from a Class B felony to a violation
subject to a ýne of not more than $750.

The majority of those who distribute marijuana and marijuana concentrates do so
strictly for proýt and with complete disregard to the dangers these drugs can cause,
especially to our youth. An important fact to keep in mind is that marijuana
concentrates can have a Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) level of more than 80 percent.
The current penalties that are in place should remain as is.

Serving andPmtecting 1/Wt/z /Ila/m



The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair
and Members
The Honorable Gregg Takayama, Chair
and Members
February 5, 2019
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The HPD urges you to oppose House Bill No. 434, Relating to Marijuana

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Calvin Tong, Major
NarcoticsNice Division

APPROVED:

QM,
Susan Ballard
Chief of Police



HB-434 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 10:07:06 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/5/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brett Kulbis 
Honolulu County 
Republican Party 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Honolulu County Republican Party OPPOSES this bill. 
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https://www.cannahealth.org/medical-marijuana/states/
https://www.inverse.com/user/271-kevin-litman-navarro
https://www.inverse.com/article/43850-marijuana-legal-weed-states-in-2018
https://www.inverse.com/article/43850-marijuana-legal-weed-states-in-2018
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https://www.educationondive.com/news/marijuana-sales-creating-new-revenue-for-schools-childrens-programs/516468
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 For the foregoing reasons, OCCLP supports HB 434 with amendments and urges its 

passage out of the Committee on Health and Committee on Safety, Veterans & Military Affairs 

with amendments for legalization as defined in SB 686. 

 

Mahalo nui loa. 

Me ka `oia`i`o, 

 

/s/ Melodie Aduja 

Melodie Aduja 

Chair, O`ahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities  

Democratic Party of Hawai`i 

Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com 

Ph. (808) 258-8889 



HB-434 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 10:40:39 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/5/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ron Klapperich Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support the decrimilization of marijuana (except for high potency). The taxation of 
recreational marijuana could easily pay for the light rail. 

 



HB-434 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:42:30 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/5/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Victor K. Ramos Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Strongly disagree with said bill.  

 



HB-434 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 7:14:20 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/5/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

James Gauer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-434 
Submitted on: 2/2/2019 12:20:31 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/5/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michelle Tippens Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

Creating another special fund is wasteful and premature. The cannabis industry is 
restricted to medical use currently and is highly regulated. It is counter productive to 
create yet more bureaucracy as it further burdens an already overly bloated system. 

 



HB-434 
Submitted on: 2/3/2019 8:50:02 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/5/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Gordon Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

"Please ''Support and Bring to the Legislature HB 434.   

Marijuana, regardless of the amount should not involve any violation of the Law. As we 
know, in many States,  Marijuana already can be sold commercially. Many more States 
will adopt similar regulations.  

State Funds should definitely be used for education and rehab and not for criminalizing 
or incarceration.  

Marijuana is being used to treat successfully many medical conditions. Its effects are far 
less harmful than alcohol, which is legal.  

Thank your allowing me to share my Testimony and Comments.  

Mark Gordon, Waikoloa, HI. " 

 



HB-434 
Submitted on: 2/3/2019 10:56:06 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/5/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lisa Poulos Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-434 
Submitted on: 2/4/2019 10:02:47 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/5/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

R. L. Souza Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Date:  Feb. 4, 2019 

 
To: Chair John M. Mizuno 

Members of the Committee on Health 
Chair Gregg Takayama 
Committee on Public Safety, Veterans and Military Affairs 
Hawaii State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
From:  Sandra Young, Esq. 

P.O. Box 2897 
Aiea, HI 96701 

 
Re: Strong Opposition to HB 434 Relating to Marijuana/Cannabis Decriminalization 

Dear Chair Mizuno, Members of the Committee on Health, Chair Takayama and Members of 
the Committee on Public Safety, Veterans and Military Affairs: 

I write in strong opposition to HB 434.   

I practice family law, and do not see marijuana/cannabis/drug use as having a positive impact on families 
and children.  In fact, substance abuse is often the cause of the breakup of marriages.  One spouse will 
waste limited family resources on marijuana/cannabis/drugs, rather than paying for basic family 
necessities such as rent, utilities, food, clothing and other needs.  The drug user frequently comes home 
late after work, and is not available or interested in caring for the children and fulfilling his/her 
responsibilities in the home.  In some cases, it has an adverse effect on their job performance as well. 

Beyond the effects on families, studies show there are societal costs: increased traffic accidents, increased 
police involvement, increased emergency room visits, increased danger to the public when a user is 
driving a motor vehicle, costs of drug treatment/education, increased illegal drug activity, etc.   

By decriminalizing the use of marijuana/cannabis, you are giving keiki, the drug user and our community 
the idea that marijuana/cannabis use is acceptable and safe.  Drug users will have little/ no motivation to 
decrease usage or to cease the use of marijuana/cannabis if this bill becomes law.  There is no mention of 
requiring substance abuse treatment, particularly those who are caught multiple times with the drugs. 

Have you reviewed the adverse impact of the legalization/decriminalization of marijuana in states that 
have passed such laws?  If not, please do so.   

Again, please vote against this bill.  Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. 

Very truly yours,   

Sandra Young 

SANDRA YOUNG 
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