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RELATING TO HAWAIIAN CULTURE.

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, members of the House Committee on Finance: The Hawai‘i
Tourism Authority (HTA) strongly supports House Bill 420, which removes the provision
designating the Hawai‘i Convention Center (HCC) as the location for the operation of a
Hawaiian center and museum of Hawaiian music and dance.
The concept of developing a Hawaiian Center and Museum of Hawaiian Music and Dance is one
that we fully support; however, the challenge has been the requirement of locating the center at
the Hawai‘i Convention Center. By removing this requirement, we will then be allowed to work
with the community to identify the best location for this very important facility. We humbly
request your support of this measure.
Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in support of House Bill 420.

February 19, 2019

Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair
Committee on Finance

Conference Room 308
Hawai‘i State Capitol Honolulu, HI 96813
RE: Testimony on HB420, Relating to Hawaiian Culture

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Committee Members:
My name is Melanie Ide and I am the President and CEO of the Bishop Museum, Hawai‘i’s State Museum
of Natural and Cultural History. We are strong supporters of the perpetuation and education of
Hawaiian culture. The Museum’s research and collections have played a foundational role in the
renaissance of the Hawaiian language and hula, and the perpetuation of Hawaiian culture is central to
our mission and our future. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding this important
bill.

Me ka ha‘a ha‘a,

Melanie Y. Ide
President & CEO
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Chelle C Pahinui
Date: 02/19/2019
Chelle C Pahinui
P O Box 29693
Honolulu, HI 96820
Phone: 808-896-1911 / chelle@cyrilpahinui.com
RE: Bill HB420 to redirect the Hawaiian Museum of Music and Dance from the
Convention Center to the Hawaii Museum of Natural and Cultural History (formerly
known as Bishop Museum)
I strongly support these efforts to make progress and hopefully realize the Hawaiian
Museum of Music and Dance. Hawai‘i’s indigenous music and dance represents a
continuum that has profoundly connected the ancestral past to the generations yet
to come. Hawai‘i’s music and dance have played a significant role in some of the
most important social, cultural, and political facets of Hawai‘i’s history and everyday
life. The music and dance arts have also played a major role in the preservation of
Hawai‘i’s unique indigenous culture and works to respect, perpetuate and preserve
Hawai‘i’s unique host culture.
As so many of our Hawaiian cultural practitioners and knowledgeable kūpuna pass,
it is vital that we establish a place for their collections and artifacts to be preserved,
a place that presents and highlights Hawaiian music and dance in a respectful and
genuine way, and a place where Hawaiian traditions of mele, oli and hula can be
researched and experienced.
The Hawaiian Museum of Music and Dance also accomplishes the objective of
strengthening the relationship between the visitor industry and the Hawaiian host
community. It provides visitor experiences and activities that are authentic and
support the differentiation of Hawai‘i’s visitor industry product and visitor
understanding that adds to a special competitive edge no other destination cannot
duplicate while Hawai‘i’s ability to sustain its unique product brand in the global
market.
Thank you. Sincerely,
Chelle Pahinui
UHH Tourism Instructor
Pahinui Productions, LLC, Owner

