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Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the Senate Committee on 

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
 

Monday, March 11, 2019 
1:20 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 224 
 

In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL 1483, HOUSE DRAFT 1 
RELATING TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
House Bill 1483, House Draft 1 proposes to amend the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task 
Force (GHGSTF) nomination process.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(Department) supports this measure and offers the following comments. 
 
The Department supports removing the requirement that GHGSTF members are subject to 
Section 26-34, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to efficiently seat members to fulfill statutory mandates. 
 
The Department emphasizes the critical importance of expanding our green infrastructure as a 
means to: 1) reverse the trend of Honolulu’s urban tree canopy loss, documented at 5% loss from 
2010 to 2014, a trend which continues; 2) reduce storm water run-off and flooding; 3) reduce the 
urban heat island effect; 4) promote human health; and 5) sequester greenhouse gases. Therefore, 
the Department supports the original intent of this measure regarding establishment of a Green 
Urban Core Pilot Project per the measure’s original version. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 





 
 
 

Testimony in support of HB1483 HD1 
 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment  
  
Hearing Monday March 11, 2019, 1:20pm  
 
Dear Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman and members of the Committee on 
Agriculture and Environment, 
 
I am writing in strong support of the original version of HB1483 which established a 
Green Urban Core Pilot Project.   
 
HB1483 originally provided for planting trees and otherwise greening two locations 
deficient in tree canopy in urban Honolulu.  Greening these areas will provide multiple 
benefits, including reducing the heat island effect, absorbing storm water, and 
beautifying the city of Honolulu.  Investing in green infrastructure will save our State 
money in the long run and is an important adaptation to climate change. 
 
The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago, the second-best time is now.  Please 
restore this bill and support it.  
 
Mahalo, 
 
 
 
Dr. Lisa Marten 
 
Executive Director 
Healthy Climate Communities 
healthyclimate@hawaii.rr.com 







 Mahalo nui loa 

 Me ka `oia`i`o 

 

 /s/ Melodie Aduja 

 Melodie Aduja 

Chair, O`ahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i 

Ph. (808) 258-8889 

Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com 

 

 

  
 



http://www.treesforhonolulu.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
To:   The Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment  
From:  Sherry Pollack, 350Hawaii.org 
Date:  Monday, 3/11/19 
 

 

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman, and members of the AEN committee,  
 
I am Co-Founder of the Hawaii chapter of 350.org, the largest international organization dedicated to 
fighting climate change. On behalf of our 6,000 members and supporters, 350Hawaii.org urges the 
committee to restore the original language of HB1483. 
 
HB 1483's original version included planting vegetation and trees in the urban core to combat climate 
change. This would decrease temperatures, sequester carbon emissions, and improve quality of life in 
Honolulu. Deleting this language was a big mistake. 
 
Please restore HB 1483's original language and pass it as a simple way to combat climate chaos. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on what used to be a very good bill. 
Sherry Pollack  
Co-Founder, 350Hawaii.org 
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
 
Brodie Lockard 
Hawaii State Climate Lead, Organizing for Action 
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HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 1:07:08 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brijit Reis Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support the original version of HB1483 with plans to plant trees. By 
greening State lands in Honolulu's urban core we can both slow climate change and 
help mitigate the effects.  Trees and greenery will reduce the urban heat island effect, 
absorb storm water and beautify our city. 

Thank you, 

Dr. Brit Reis 

 



HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 1:10:15 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

stephanie frazier Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman and members of the Committee 
on Agriculture and Environment, 

I strongly support and ask you to put back the green infrastructure project into HB1483 
and to pass it. 

Mayor Caldwell has committed to increase the urban tree canopy to adapt to rising 
temperatures and increase stormwater we are experiencing with climate change and to 
store carbon. This effort in key state owned urban areas will complement county efforts 
and bring much-needed resources to this effort. 

Mahalo, Stephanie Frazier 

 



HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 1:13:05 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Debbie Schatz Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman and members of the AEN Committee, 

I strongly support the original version of HB1483 and ask that you amend the current 
version to include the original green infrastructure pilot project. Mayor Caldwell has 
committed to increase the urban tree canopy to adapt to rising temperatures and 
increase stormwater we are experiencing with climate change and to rescore carbon. 
This effort in key state owned urban areas will complement county efforts and bring 
much-needed resources to this effort. 

Mahalo, 

Debbie Schatz 

 



HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 1:14:38 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karen Simmons Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I  support and ask you to pass HB1483 after restoring it to its original version which 
includes a budget for planting trees Mayor Caldwell has committed to increase the 
urban tree canopy to adapt to rising temperatures and increased storm water we are 
experiencing with climate change and to store carbon.  This effort in key State-owned 
urban areas will complement County efforts and bring much needed resources to the 
effort. 
 
Thank you, 
Karen Simmons 

 





HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 3:02:43 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jonathan Boyne Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

HB 1483's original version includes planting vegetation and trees in the urban core to 
combat climate change. This would decrease temperatures, sequester carbon 
emissions, and improve quality of life in Honolulu. Deleting this language was a big 
mistake. 

Please restore HB 1483's original language and pass it as a simple way to combat 
climate chaos. 

 





HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 8:08:03 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Culbertson Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please restore HB 1483's original language and pass it as a simple way to combat 
global warming. 

Thank you! 

 



HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 9:53:17 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rene Umberger Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 10:31:08 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

sharon Levine Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

"HB 1483's original version includes planting vegetation and trees in the urban core to 
combat climate change. This would decrease temperatures, sequester carbon 
emissions, and improve quality of life in Honolulu. Deleting this language was a big 
mistake. 

  

Please restore HB 1483's original language and pass it as a simple way to combat 
climate chaos." 

  

 



HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 4:29:01 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dyson Chee Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

HB 1483's original version includes planting vegetation and trees in the urban core to 
combat climate change. This would decrease temperatures, sequester carbon 
emissions, and improve quality of life in Honolulu. Deleting this language was a big 
mistake. 

Please restore HB 1483's original language and pass it as a simple way to combat 
climate chaos. 
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HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 9:43:48 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Janet Pappas Individual Comments No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please restore the original version of HB1483 with plans for greening State lands 
and Honolulu's urban core. This will also require restoring the appropriate level of 
funding for this project. 

Planting vegetation, especially trees, in urban areas has multiple benefits for people and 
the environment in this era of a changing climate.  
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HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/11/2019 12:58:36 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joan Gannon Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern 

from  Joan Gannon Hawaii Island resident 

Re: HB1483. Please restore this bill's original language and pass it as a simple way to 
combat climate chaos.  

Thank you 
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HB-1483-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/11/2019 11:02:01 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2019 1:20:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Philip Fernandez Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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