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H.B. 1383, H.D. 2 

RELATING TO MARIJUANA. 
 

Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs and 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 

 
The Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) opposes H.B. 1383 H.D. 2. 
 
HDOT’s top priority is keeping Hawaii’s roadway users safe and reducing the number of 
serious injuries and fatalities on our roads.  We have concerns regarding the 
decriminalization of the possession of three grams or less of marijuana as it could result 
in increases in impaired driving arrests involving marijuana, as well as more injuries and 
fatalities on our roadways.   
 
Cannabis can impair a driver’s cognitive function, affecting a driver’s time/space 
perception, reaction time, ability to concentrate, etc.  Contrary to popular belief, 
marijuana does not make someone a better, more careful driver.  According to the 
“Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Examination Characteristics of Cannabis Impairment” 
study published in the July 2016 Accident Analysis & Prevention Journal, an evaluation 
of 302 toxicologically-confirmed cannabis-only DRE cases saw that in 72.3 percent of 
cases, one or more moving violations were listed as reasons for the traffic stop.  
Speeding was the number one violation (27.7 percent), followed by weaving (19.0 
percent).  Similarly, in a two-year study of THC in drivers in Orange County, California, 
published in the August 2016 Journal of Forensic Science, the top five moving violations 
were speeding (24 percent), unable to maintain lane position (23.2 percent), ran red 
light or stop sign (13.0 percent), unsafe lane change (8.7 percent) and involved in a 
collision (8.3 percent). 
 
HDOT also has concerns that the marijuana evaluation task force does not include 
representatives from law enforcement, HDOT, etc.  A thorough examination of “other 
states’ laws, penalties, and outcomes pertaining to marijuana use, other than marijuana 
use for medical purposes,” as this group is tasked to do, should consider all the impacts 
of marijuana legalization, whether it’s on impaired driving, the court system, public 
safety, youths, crime, the economy, etc.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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Testimony before the Senate Committee on Judiciary
HOUSE BILL 1383 HD2, Relating to Marijuana

By Michael M. Contrades
Acting Chief of Police, County of Kauai

Chair Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair Glenn Wakai, Honorable Members of the Committee:

The Kaua'i Police Department strongly opposes House Bill No. 1383, Relating to
Marijuana. This bill seeks to decriminalize the possession, use, distribution, and
cultivation of marijuana. The bill proposes a civil monetary sanction instead. The bill
also proposes the expungement of prior criminal marijuana convictions and dismissal of
pending marijuana charges.

The KPD opposes this measure for the following reasons:

Marijuana is an extremely harmful Schedule I drug. The United States Drug
Enforcement Administration Drug Schedule found online defines Schedule I as
"Schedule I drugs, substances, or chemicals are defined as drugs with no currently
accepted medical use and a high potential for abuse. Some examples of Schedule I
drugs are: heroin, lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD), marijuana (cannabis), 3,4-
methylenedioxymethamphetamine (ecstasy), methaqualone, and peyote."

Marijuana possession, cultivation, and distribution is illegal under federal statute;
and the State of Hawaii should not expand the legalization or decriminalization of this
drug beyond medical use unless and until the federal government changes its !aws
related to Marijuana.

Moreover, the Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (RMHIDTA)
released their report, "The Legalization of Marijuana in Colorado: The Impact, Volume 5,
Update September 2018. The purpose, as the title suggests is to track the impact of
marijuana legalization in the state of Colorado.
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Some of their findings are summarized below: (Note: the numbers reported
below occurred after Colorado legalized recreational marijuana).

• Marijuana related traffic deaths increased 151 percent;

• Traffic deaths involving drivers who tested positive for marijuana more
than doubled from 55 in 2013 to 138 in 2017;

• Colorado past month marijuana use ages 12 and under is ranked 3rd in the
nation and is 85 percent higher than the national average;

• The yearly number of marijuana-related hospitalization increased 148
percent;

• Marijuana only exposures more than tripled (2013-2017);

• Seizures of Colorado marijuana in the U.S. mail has increased 1,042
percent from an average of 52 parcels (2009-2012) to
594 parcels (2013-2017);

• Marijuana tax revenue represent approximately nine tenths of one percent
of Colorado's FY 2017 budget.

The Colorado RMHIDTA report: clearly illustrates how decriminalizing marijuana
will cause unintended consequences that severely impact healthcare, public safety, and
resources and services in the community.

The KPD is concerned that decriminalizing the possession, use, distribution, and
cultivation of marijuana will have a dramatic increase on the availability of marijuana in
the state and that will cause a significant negative impact on public safety and other
matters that are not predictable or foreseeable at the onset.

The KPD urges you to oppose House Bill No. 1383, Relating to Marijuana.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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March 19, 2019       HB 1383 
 

 
Testimony from Olivia G. Naugle, legislative coordinator, MPP, in support of HB 1383 with 

amendments  
 

Dear members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Senate Committee on Public Safety, 
Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs:  
 
My name is Olivia Naugle, and I work as legislative coordinator for the Marijuana Policy Project, the 
largest marijuana policy reform organization in the United States. MPP has been working to improve 
marijuana policy for more than 20 years; as a national organization, we have expertise on the 
approaches taken by different states.  
 
I am here today in support of House Bill 1383, with amendments, and to discuss the positive impacts 
such a policy change will have on the criminal justice system and public safety.  
 
MPP strongly supports reducing the penalty for cannabis possession to a civil fine. Hawaiians should 
not be jailed or stigmatized with a life-altering criminal record for simple possession of cannabis, 
which is safer than alcohol.1 Twenty-three other states have already recognized that possible 
incarceration is not an appropriate penalty for cannabis possession. Hawaii should follow suit.  
 
Unfortunately, as currently drafted, HB 1383’s limits are too low and the fines too high. Lives would 
still be needlessly derailed as a result. The bill would decriminalize only three grams of marijuana for 
adults 21 and older and would impose a flat $200 civil fine. Three grams would be the smallest amount 
of any state that has decriminalized (or legalized) simple possession of marijuana. Typically, 
decriminalization laws apply to an ounce, which is around 28.5 grams.2  
 
Maryland is the state with the lowest decriminalization possession limit. Even that limit — a mere 10 
grams — is more than three times the current limit in HB 1383. Due to its low limit, Maryland has 
continued to see arrests, with staggering racial disparities, for those exceeding the possession limit 
after its decriminalization law took effect in 2014.3  
 
We are also concerned that a $200 fine can be a significant hardship for low-income residents. A $200 
fine could cause some to miss rent payments or go without needed medications. Please consider 
amending the bill to increase the possession limit to an ounce and also reduce the excessive fine to no 
more than $100. 
 
                                                 
1 For details and references, see: https://www.mpp.org/marijuana-is-safer/ 
2 See: https://www.mpp.org/issues/decriminalization/state-laws-with-alternatives-to-incarceration-for-marijuana-
possession/ 
3 “Structural Racism and Cannabis: Black Baltimoreans still disproportionately arrested for weed after decriminalization,” 
Baltimore Fishbowl, December 28, 2018, https://baltimorefishbowl.com/stories/structural-racism-and-cannabis-black-
baltimoreans-still-disproportionately-arrested-for-weed-after-decriminalization/ 
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Decriminalizing possession of up to an ounce of marijuana is not a novel, radical, or politically 
risky policy shift. Many states, most of them as long ago as the 1970s, have changed their laws 
to recognize that marijuana possession is not as serious an offense as violent or property crimes.  
 
Currently, 23 states’ laws include provisions to prevent the jailing of people who possess small 
amounts of marijuana: Alaska, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Washington. Most 
of these states impose a civil fine, while 10 of those states and the District of Columbia have legalized 
marijuana for adults 21 and older.   
 
By decriminalizing possession of up to an ounce of marijuana this year, and imposing a modest fine, 
Hawaii will improve public safety by allowing resources to be redirected towards solving serious 
crimes and by improving police/community relationships. Criminalizing possession of personal-use 
amounts of marijuana forces law enforcement to spend valuable time on arresting, processing, and 
prosecuting non-violent offenders. This time could be spent going after violent criminals. In 2016, 
there were 242 violent crimes per 100,000 people in Hawaii, and the clearance rate was 44.1 percent.4  
 
Decriminalizing up to an ounce of marijuana will save thousands of Hawaiians from being detained, 
arrested, and prosecuted. Under current law in Hawaii, possessing even a tiny amount of marijuana is 
punishable by up to 30 days in jail and fine of up to $1,000. Marijuana possession arrests have 
increased almost 50 percent in Hawaii since 2004.5 
 
Decriminalizing small possession of marijuana is all the more important due to racial disparities in 
arrests and prosecution. Current marijuana laws are not being enforced fairly. According to the ACLU, 
African Americans are over 3.5 times as likely to be arrested for possession as whites, despite very 
similar usage rates. These disproportionate arrest rates are found in every state.6 Unfortunately, it is 
possible that the unequal treatment will not end if Hawaii moves to citations instead of arrests for 
simple possession, but at least those subjected to it will not be incarcerated as a result or have their 
lives derailed. 
 
In addition to arrest disparities, punishing an individual with a criminal record for a non-violent 
offense, such as the possession of marijuana, is heavy-handed. A criminal conviction, even if the 
conviction is a misdemeanor and no jail time is served, can lead to a lifetime of harsh collateral 
consequences. A conviction can result in the denial of student financial aid, housing, employment, and 
professional licenses. Although a majority of American adults have tried marijuana, the disparity 
mentioned above means that these harsh collateral consequences disproportionately affect minority 
populations. 
 
The way marijuana laws are currently being enforced erodes trust between police and minority 
communities at a time when such trust is sorely lacking. As Washington, D.C’s former police chief 
bluntly put it: “All these [marijuana] arrests do is make people hate us.” In addition to being valuable 
itself, positive police/community relationships improve public safety. A Department of Justice study 

                                                 
4 Crime in Hawaii 2016: A Review of Uniform Crime Reports, Department of the Attorney General, 
https://ag.hawaii.gov/cpja/files/2017/08/Crime-in-Hawaii-2016.pdf 
5 Ibid. 
6 “The War on Marijuana in Black and White,” American Civil Liberties Union, 2013, https://www.aclu.org/report/report-
war-marijuana-black-and-white 



found that trusting relationships with the local community was one of the most important factors in 
whether police were effective in solving violent crimes.7  
 
Hawaiians and the American public support marijuana decriminalization. A December 2012 QMark 
research poll found that 58 percent of Hawaiians support “making possession and personal use of 
marijuana by adults a violation, similar to a parking ticket.”8 Nationally, in February 2014, Pew 
Research Center found that 76 percent of Americans believe people caught in possession of marijuana 
shouldn’t be jailed as a result.9 
 
Finally, marijuana is far less dangerous than other illegal drugs — and even legal drugs like 
alcohol and many prescription medications — which can and do cause fatal overdoses. The National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine concluded in 2017 that no link has been 
established between marijuana and fatal overdoses.10 
 
Issuance of a civil fine, as opposed to an arrest and criminal charge, would save the state of Hawaii 
millions of dollars annually, free up law enforcement to focus on more serious crimes, help ease the 
arrest disparity that we see for marijuana charges, and align the penalty with the offense. 
Decriminalization of possession of up to an ounce of marijuana is sound policy for Hawaii. 
 
Thank you to the members of the committees for your time and attention to this important issue. I 
respectfully urge you to amend and support HB 1383. If you have any questions or need any additional 
information, I would be happy to help and can be reached at the number or email address below.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Olivia G. Naugle  
Legislative Coordinator 
Marijuana Policy Project 
202-905-2037 
onaugle@mpp.org 
 

                                                 
7 See “Getting Away with Murder,” The Economist, July 4, 2015. 
8 QMark Research, “Opinions Concerning Drug Law Reform in Hawaii,” 2013. 
https://acluhawaii.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/dpagmarijuanapolicyfindings.pdf 
9 Pew Research Center, 2014, http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/02/27/63-of-republican-millennials-favor-
marijuana-legalization/  
10 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. “The health effects of cannabis and cannabinoids: The 
current state of evidence and recommendation for research,” 2017.  
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HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/16/2019 3:41:55 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Golojuch Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1383.  Please pass this bill. 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 

 



https://www.dfaf.org/economic-and-social-costs-of-legalized-marijuana/
https://luxury.rehabs.com/marijuana-rehab/social-impact-and-effects-of-marijuana/
https://luxury.rehabs.com/marijuana-rehab/social-impact-and-effects-of-marijuana/


 Please put the future of our keiki and state first and do not let this piece of legislation through.  
We want to draw tourists to our islands for the right reasons, not because of the legalization of 
marijuana.  We need to realize that there may be additional financial costs associated with this in forms 
of impact on healthcare, social services and criminal justice. 

 For all of these reasons, I would like to ask that our Legislators vote no on measure HB1383.  
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

        Sincerely, 

        Jodie Fujita 

 







https://doi.org/10.1186/s12954-019-0278-6
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12954-019-0278-6


https://www.webmd.com/drugs/2/drug-8774-1840/dronabinol-oral/dronabinol-solution-oral/details


HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/16/2019 7:28:42 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Matt Binder Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Representatives, 

It is far past time for common sense laws concerning this mildly intoxicating plant. We 
all know that cannabis is not much different than alcohol. We should treat it the same 
way. 

Please find some courage. It is easy to hide behind the overblown fears of the DPS, but 
please listen to your inner voice and do the right thing! 

 



HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/16/2019 8:04:54 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dave Kisor Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

There is no way in hell I could support legislation this Kafkaesque. 

 



HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/17/2019 12:11:54 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mary Smart Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Marijuana is harmful to its users, especially young people.  A person's IQ is reduced up 
to 8 points with its usage.  Most of us can't afford to lose any brain power we may have 
received at birth.  It also causes many mental conditions that are bad for society (the 
collective; the village) as a whole.  It is still a federal crime.  We don't need to legalize 
this dangerous product our state.  Furthermore, we don't need to entice the those who 
seek the drug culture.  We want to keep Hawaii a safe, family oriented retreat for our 
own families and for tourists.  This is not the direction we need to go.  We understood 
that when "medical marijuana" was legalized in our state (although still illegal federally), 
we were placed on the slippery slope of legalizing recreational marijuana.  We don't 
want this bill approved.  Do not pass  HB1383 HD2.  Nothing good will result  and there 
are so many bad repercussions that are likely.  Vote NO. 

 





HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/17/2019 3:37:26 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Georgina Mckinley Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to provide testimony, as I have done each year for the past decade, in 
support of HB1383 to decriminalize cannabis in Hawaii. That so much time has passed 
and so little change has occurred is both frustrating and discouraging. May I remind you 
that we are talking about a plant - a non-toxic flower from a non-toxic plant? Here in 
Hawaii, where beautiful flowers and foliage grow year-round, make no mistake that 
some of the most common plants are far more dangerous, even deadly, but you still 
choose to demonize the cannabis plant? 

Plumeria trees are found just about everywhere in Hawaii. The sweet-smelling flowers, 
often used in making leis, can cause vomiting and diarrhea when eaten. The most 
common reaction is caused by the sticky white sap that oozes out when part of the tree 
is picked or broken, which can cause rash and blistering.  

You're familiar with kukui nut leis. The kukui nut tree has a watery sap that when in 
contact with the skin can produce an itchy, red rash. Eating just a few of the raw nuts 
from inside the seed can have a severe laxative effect causing severe cramping and 
vomiting.  

Ingesting parts of the decorative poinsettia plant commonly seen during holiday season 
can result in nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. It can also cause redness, irritation, 
swelling and blistering when in contact with the skin. 

The crown flower has a sticky sap that can irritate and burn the skin, causing redness 
and swelling. If ingested, it will cause stomach cramping, nausea, vomiting, an irregular 
and slowed pulse, dizziness, headache, and confusion. 

Castor bean is an invasive weed found all over our islands. Its seeds are highly toxic 
and, if ingested, will cause loss of appetite, severe stomach pain, vomiting, diarrhea, 
shock, delirium, collapse, and death. 

The beautiful flower known as angel's trumpet is another serious threat. Ingestion can 
result in seizures, paralysis, coma, respiratory failure, and death. Merely handling these 
plants can produce blurred vision, sensitivity to light, dry mouth, restlessness, 
disorientation, and hallucinations.    











HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/17/2019 4:59:23 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Toby Rushforth Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I have an idea!?  Add a provision to the Bill that the cost of all negative effects of the bill 
will come from Legislators Pay and Benefits! 

The idea that it is beneficial to help people in our State to get high makes me sick.  

They fought a war over subjugating citizens by keeping them unable to think.  It led to a 
revolution by those who were being abused, to allow them to regain a life worth living. 

 



HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/17/2019 8:39:19 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

SUSAN P HUGHES Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Too many potheads around here already! We want to motivate our children, not sedate 
them! 

HEre's an idea...Why don't YOU try smoking some of the high potency weed going 
around nowadays and see for yourselves...it's like having a lobotomy. seriously. It might 
be useful for the sick and dying, but please keep it away from the younger generation.! 

  

 







HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 2:15:43 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph P. Picon Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a Hawaii resident of Waipahu and registered voter in the 37th district.   

I oppose House Bill 1383 Relating to Marijuana. 
Please keep this drug off the streets and declare it illigal to possess without a doctor's 
prescription. 

 
Please keep our citizens in the State of Hawaii safe and vote no on House Bill 1383. 
Thank you.   

Joseph P. Picon  

 



HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 6:59:06 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eugene Audley Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Full legalization would be better, but this is at least one step away from failed, unjust 
prohibition policies of the drug-war era.  Please pass this bill. 

 





  

  

  

 



From: Roger Nakanishi
To: JDCTestimony
Subject: HB1383 HD2 - Support
Date: Saturday, March 16, 2019 1:52:01 PM

Dear Chairs Rhoads & Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai and Committee Members:

I write in strong support of this bill to decriminalize cannabis possession and allow for the expungement of records
 of those previously criminalized.

However, I respectfully ask that you consider the following and amend the bill to bring it in line with the course that
 like-minded states have taken.

1) SB472 SD1, the Senate bill that passed the Senate unanimously in 2013 (inc. with Gov. Ige's vote) had a 20g/.7
 oz limit and a $100 fine;
2) SB2358 SD1, a second bill passed Senate Public Safety a year later in 2014, it had 1oz or less, $100 fine, which
 increased to $250 for 2nd violation & $500 for subsequent violations;
3) Recent states to decriminalize cannabis, all had more inclusive provisions:
Delaware, 1oz/$100/;
Illinois: 10g/$100-200;
Maryland 10g/$100;
Missouri, 10g/$250-1,000;
New Hampshire 3/4 oz/$100;)
This averages to roughly 16 g/$100.
4) Crucially, the expungement provisions of this bill will only apply to those previously convicted of the amount to
 be decriminalized. So with a low amount at 3 grams, many would continue to have a permanent mark on their
 record that will jeopardize their future prospects.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify

Sent from my iPhone



Individuals in Support of HB1383 Late Testimony
1. Melanie Wills 16. David O'Quinn
2. Chris Martell 17. Courtney Mrowczynski
3. Scott Foster 18. Lucky Larry 
4. Al Yos 19. Tropical Sunset Farms Steve
5. Kiana Kali 20. Al Yos
6. Kelly High 21. Eve Connie 
7. Susan Kaintz Murphy 22. Alfred Wylie 
8. Pam 23. Harlow Todaro
9. Zachary Stoddard 24. Marilyn Mick
10. Thaddeus Pham 25. Tatiana Labore
11. Ember 26. Monica Parker
12. EO 27. Shirley Thompson
13. Astra Druker-Michaels 28. Randy Gonce 
14. David Craighead
15. Jesseyaa64



HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 8:52:48 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brandon Allen Kainoa 
Leong 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Oppose 

 





HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 8:59:43 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dain retzlaff Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Add a zero to the 3 to make it a civil fine to possess 30 grams or less. If not, stop with 
this decriminalization nonsense and LEGALIZE CANNABIS INSTEAD! 

Thank you 

 





  

I find these all red flags and think it would be irresponsible to move any further 
on this bill until such time as a comprehensive study has been completed and 
released to the public.  

  

Again, I say please stop this now, this bill needs to be deferred. 

 



http://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/reports/the-war-on-drugs


http://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/reports/advancing-drug-policy-reform


HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 11:56:28 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cindy Snow Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 12:06:06 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Larry Smith Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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From: Jack Faessler
To: JDCTestimony
Subject: HB1383 HD2 - Support
Date: Monday, March 18, 2019 10:17:43 AM

Dear Chairs Rhoads & Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai and Committee Members:

I write in strong support of this bill to decriminalize cannabis possession and to expunge the records of individuals 
who were previously criminalized.

I respectfully ask that you amend the bill to bring it in line with the sensible course that like-minded states have 
taken.

Are we, in predominately liberal Hawaii, seriously about to decriminalize possession of the LEAST amount of 
marijuana of ANY state which has already decriminalized it?

Additionally, the expungement provisions of this bill will only apply to those previously convicted of the proposed 
decriminalized 3-gram limited amount. Using that guideline, many persons would continue to have a permanent 
mark on their record,  jeopardizing their future prospects.

Please do the right thing.
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify

JACK . . . from Hale FAESSLER
> Freedom is my religion.

mailto:freedom.prevails@yahoo.com
mailto:JDCTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 5:12:56 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Fukuzawa Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Legislative Members, 

As a concerned citizen, and a retired substance abuse counselor and retired Dept of 
Public Safety employee, I am opposed to this bill.  I believe the state is trying to do this 
prematurely.  Should the federal government decide to legalize marijuana for 
recreational use, then at that time, the state should try to do this.  As long as it is illegal 
for this type of usage, then the state should follow suit.  Just because other states are 
legalizing this substance, it is still illegal per federal law.  Additionally, this substance is 
still very addictive to many people and is a gateway drug for many addicts.  Please take 
all of this into consideration when voting on this bill. 

Sincerely, 

David J Fukuzawa 
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HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 8:18:25 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alan B Burdick Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I respectfully testify in strong support of this bill.  Decriminalization of small quantities 
of cannabis, and expungement of criminal records relating to possession of such small 
quantities, are absolutely essential for fairness in criminal justice reform.   

Thank you for this opportunity to provide my opinion on this important issue. 

Alan Burdick 

  

  

 

rhoads8
Late



https://dpfhi.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bda5c033b42cdbeeabe6f2ae&id=8e37ab87a1&e=65899b66c3
https://dpfhi.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bda5c033b42cdbeeabe6f2ae&id=d9ee71af98&e=65899b66c3
https://dpfhi.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bda5c033b42cdbeeabe6f2ae&id=88f63030ea&e=65899b66c3
https://dpfhi.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bda5c033b42cdbeeabe6f2ae&id=88f63030ea&e=65899b66c3
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HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/18/2019 11:06:33 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kerrie Villers Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Chairs and Committee Members, 

I am strongly opposed to decriminalizing marijuana and legalizing any form of the 
recreational use of marijuana.   

Studies clearly show that the recreational use of marijuana does have detrimental side 
effects, particularly in large doeses over long periods of time, which will occur in greater 
numbers should marijuana be decriminalized.   

Data from states that have legalized marijuana also clearly show that the legalization 
has had tremeandous negative consequences in those states across the community: 
everything from negatively impacting minors and their usage to the post office, from 
crime rates to increases in other drug use.   

This is not a good step for our islands, so I ask that you would not pass this bill.  Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Kerrie Villers 
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HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2019 2:09:50 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kim Coco Iwamoto Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HB1383 HD2 with AMENDMENTS 

Dear Chairs Rhoads & Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai and Committee Members: 
 
I write in strong support of this bill to decriminalize cannabis possession and allow for 
the expungement of records of those previously criminalized. 
 
However, I respectfully ask that you consider the following and amend the bill to bring it 
in line with the course that like-minded states have taken AND more closely aligned with 
terms the Hawaii Senate has passed in previous legislative sessions. This is not the 
time to back step on this reform. 
 
1) SB472 SD1, the Senate bill that passed the Senate unanimously in 2013 (inc. with 
Gov. Ige's vote) had a 20g/.7 oz limit and a $100 fine;  

2) SB2358 SD1, a second bill passed Senate Public Safety a year later in 2014, it had 
1oz or less, $100 fine, which increased to $250 for 2nd violation & $500 for subsequent 
violations;  

3) Recent states to decriminalize cannabis, all had more inclusive provisions:  
Delaware, 1oz/$100/;  
Illinois: 10g/$100-200; 
Maryland 10g/$100; 
Missouri, 10g/$250-1,000; 
New Hampshire 3/4 oz/$100;)  
This averages to roughly 16 g/$100. 

4) Crucially, the expungement provisions of this bill will only apply to those previously 
convicted of the amount to be decriminalized. So with a low amount at 3 grams, many 
would continue to have a permanent mark on their record that will jeopardize their future 
prospects. 
 
Thank you for your consideration,  

rhoads8
Late



Kim Coco Iwamoto 
 
  

 



rhoads8
Late



From: Nate Hix
To: patrickroyfan@gmail.com; PSMTestimony; JDCTestimony
Subject: Please pass HB 1838
Date: Monday, March 18, 2019 1:31:24 PM

 

 Support Decriminalizing Cannabis in Hawaii

 

Name Nate Hix

Email nate.hix@gmail.com

Email Subject Aloha Senate Judiciary and Public Safety
 Committee members,

I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of this
 measure, HB 1383. Decriminalizing the
 possession of cannabis is a step in the right
 direction for our island state and society. We
 need to stop criminalizing members of the
 public for possessing cannabis. 

Furthermore, this legislations as is could use
 some additional language to make the
 measure more effective. Please consider these
 amendments:

· Increase the threshold to 1 oz with $100 fine,
 alternatively ½ oz/$50;

· Re: expungements, it is important to
 remember that many obstacles remain for an
 individual to actually apply for this relief.
 California last year enacted a law that
 automates the expungement contained in
 Proposition 64, in part because some
 jurisdictions made the process easy while
 others did not. Also, individuals who would
 benefit from it could not find the time to, or
 were even aware that they could, apply;

The current 3 gram threshold with a 200$ fine
 has the high potential to do the opposite of
 what this measure was intended to do in the
 first place. 3 grams is a very small amount of
 cannabis and 200$ is a steep fine given our
 economic climate in Hawaii. If passed as is,
 this has the high potential to be used as a
 revenue generator.

Please pass this measure with the amendments

 

mailto:noreply@jotform.com
mailto:patrickroyfan@gmail.com
mailto:PSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:JDCTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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 offered. Mahalo!
   

 
 

 



From: Randy Ching
To: patrickroyfan@gmail.com; PSMTestimony; JDCTestimony
Subject: Please pass HB 1838
Date: Monday, March 18, 2019 2:22:21 PM

 

 Support Decriminalizing Cannabis in Hawaii

 

Name Randy Ching

Email makikirandy@yahoo.com

Email Subject Aloha Senate Judiciary and Public Safety
 Committee members,

I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of this
 measure, HB 1383. Decriminalizing the
 possession of cannabis is a step in the right
 direction for our island state and society. We
 need to stop criminalizing members of the
 public for possessing cannabis. 

Furthermore, this legislations as is could use
 some additional language to make the
 measure more effective. Please consider these
 amendments:

· Increase the threshold to 1 oz with $100 fine,
 alternatively ½ oz/$50;

· Re: expungements, it is important to
 remember that many obstacles remain for an
 individual to actually apply for this relief.
 California last year enacted a law that
 automates the expungement contained in
 Proposition 64, in part because some
 jurisdictions made the process easy while
 others did not. Also, individuals who would
 benefit from it could not find the time to, or
 were even aware that they could, apply;

The current 3 gram threshold with a 200$ fine
 has the high potential to do the opposite of
 what this measure was intended to do in the
 first place. 3 grams is a very small amount of
 cannabis and 200$ is a steep fine given our
 economic climate in Hawaii. If passed as is,
 this has the high potential to be used as a
 revenue generator.

Please pass this measure with the amendments

 



 offered. Mahalo!
   

 
 

 



HB-1383-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/19/2019 7:35:36 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 3/19/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

arielle Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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