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CClf|
Comnussion on /\C(‘I0llllBll0l'I
0fRrhah|l1lation Facilities

To: Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair
Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

Date: March 28, 2019, l0: I 5 am, Room 2| l

Rli; H13 I273, llDl, SDI
Relating to Health

The Arc ol‘Kona strongly supports HB 1273 HD1, SDI which
would establish the Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
Medicaid Waiver /\dministrative Claiming Special Fund and
require the Department of Health (DOH) and Department of
Human Services (DHS) to work with stakeholders to develop and
distribute information regarding accessing Medicaid services for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

The Arc ot‘Kona is located on the Big Island of‘ Hawaii and
provides Medicaid Waiver Home and Community Based Services
to individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
(l/DD) island—wide. We appreciate and strongly support DD
Division’s continuous et‘l"‘orts to build, further strengthen, and
sustain the inl‘rastructure that supports l-lawaii’s Medicaid Waiver
services. There have been numerous necessary changes to the
waiver and this fund would enable DD Division to meet federal
requirements and implement these requirements efiicieiitly and
effectively throughout the state. The fund would be utilized in six
key areas which we believe would have tremendous positive
impact on both service providers and the individuals we serve. We
further support DOH and DHS working together with stakeholders
to improve informational and educational materials regarding
eligibility and access to services.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding HB
I273 lll)l, SDI.

Sincerely, ~.

Michele L. KLL ..
President and Chief Executive’ Oi1“lieer~~—
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Testimony in SUPPORT of HB1273 HD 1 SD 1 

Relating to Health 

Hearing Date:  March 28, 2019  10:15am                 Room Number: 211 

  

The Arc in Hawaii supports the Proposed HB1273 HD 1 SD1 concerning the Intellectual 
and Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver Administrative Claiming Special Fund. 
We do not support the two amendments found in Sections 5 and 6 in the bill. 

The Arc in Hawaii, a private non-profit agency, provides services to individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (ID/DD) and their families across 
Oahu.  Together with its national and neighbor-island Arc affiliates, The Arc in Hawaii 
promotes and protects the rights of people with ID/DD and actively supports their right 
to be included and fully participate in the community throughout their lifetime. 

The federal government has issued new requirements that make extensive changes to 
implementation of the Home and Community Based Service (HCBS) Waiver 
program.  HB1273, HD 1 SD 1 will authorize the establishment of a special fund to 
support necessary compliance requirements, including payment for management, 
training, quality assurance, assessment, technology and methodology services needed 
for their implementation. 

  

Amendment #1- Regarding Section 5 of the bill requiring the State Council in 
Developmental Disabilities to establish a working group to examine and evaluate the 
application process of the Hawaii Medicaid 1915 (c) waiver, The Arc understands this 
working group was established last year and a report was published. As such, we feel 
this section is not necessary. Moreover, the proposed scope of the task force may put 
the waiver at jeopardy of receiving Medicaid dollars as our understanding is the waiver 
participants must meet a certain level of care based on their functioning. 





Regarding:  HB1273, HD1, SD1 (SSCR1420) 

Dear Senate Chair Dela Cruz and members of the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am writing in strong support of HB1273, HD1, SD1 (SSCR1420). 

By creating the Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver Administrative Claiming Special 

Fund our State will be able to help more people with Developmental Disabilities, including the 

under and missed diagnosed fetal alcohol spectrum disorders. A waiver program to access 

services throughout the lifespan is sorely needed for all with developmental disabilities and their 

families.  I especially like the idea of the DOH and DHS working with stakeholder so we can 

identify the gaps and ways of filling them with other Medicaid services.  With added services we 

might prevent and/or mitigate some of effects of under or un-assisted care:  entry into the 

criminal justice system, substance use and mental health disorders, homelessness, trauma and 

victimization.  The funds appropriated for the purposes of this bill is minimal compared to the 

savings we could achieve with proper support and a caring community. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Ann S. Yabusaki, Ph.D., MFT 
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Regarding:  HB1273, HD1, SD1 (SSCR1420) 

Dear Senate Chair Dela Cruz and members of the Ways and Means Committee: 

I am writing in strong support of HB1273, HD1, SD1 (SSCR1420). 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) are one of the most missed and mis-
diagnosed permanent brain disorders. Thus, it is imperative that a waiver program be 
accessible to those with FASD and all developmentally disabled such as Autism, 
Cerebral Palsy, Spina Bifida, and Downs Syndrome to name a few. The idea of the 
DOH and DHS working with stakeholders so we can identify the gaps and ways of filling 
them with other Medicaid services.  With added services we might prevent and/or 
mitigate some of effects of under or un-assisted care:  entry into the criminal justice 
system, substance use and mental health disorders, homelessness, trauma and 
victimization. Creating the Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver and 
administering a Special Fund for our State will help many and more people with 
Developmental Disabilities The funds appropriated for the purposes of this bill is 
minimal compared to the savings we could achieve with proper support and a caring 
community. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

  

Kenichi K. Yabusaki, Ph.D. 
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SENATOR DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, CHAIR 

SENATOR GILBERT S.C. KEITH-AGARAN, VICE CHAIR 
 

Testimony of Caroline Cadirao 
PSM Manager, Executive Office on Aging 

Attached Agency to the Department of Health 
 

Hearing Date: March 28, 2019 
10:15 AM 

Room Number:  211 

 

EOA’s Position:  The Executive Office on Aging (EOA), an attached agency to the Department 1 

of Health, supports HB1273, HD1, SD1 Relating to Health. 2 

Purpose and Justification:  The purpose of this bill is to:  1) establish a special fund for the 3 

intellectual and developmental disabilities Medicaid waiver administrative claiming funds in the 4 

Developmental Disabilities Division (DDD); and 2) work with the Department of Human 5 

Services and other stakeholders to develop and distribute information about accessing Medicaid 6 

services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, or both. 7 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) allows Medicaid administrative 8 

claiming for the proper and efficient administration of the waiver. Currently, the limited funds 9 

that DDD is claiming for their waiver operations are deposited into the general fund and is 10 

unavailable for the proper and efficient administration of the waiver.  A special fund would 11 
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address the CMS requirements for administering the waiver and enable the DDD to comply with 1 

the new federal mandates governing home and community based waiver services.  2 

Regarding Section 5 of the bill, EOA defers to DDD.  3 

Fiscal Implications:  EOA defers to DDD and the State Council for Developmental Disabilities 4 

for the fiscal implications of this bill.  5 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  6 

 7 
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http://search.ebscohost.com.libproxy.edmc.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=EJ959010&site=eds-live
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Comments:  

We support the provisions of HB1273 HD1 which creates a special fund to increase the 
federal funding used by the Developmental Disabilities Division (DDD). Full Life 
endorses the use of the special fund to strengthen and sustain infrastructure to support 
the Medicaid Waiver program. Full Life serves individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families on Hawai'i Island under the Medicaid Waiver Program. We 
support improving training of DDD staff, providers, families and participants. We support 
funding quality management activities and improved information technology systems. 
We also support ongoing rate methodology studies to ensure that reimbursement rates 
adequately reflect the actual costs to provide services. 

Thank you for your time and your consideration.  
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