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Joshua Kay Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is a great idea and may encourage people to vote. 

 



TO:  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

RE:  HB 1217 RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION.!
Makes completion of a voter registration application afÞdavit a mandatory 
part of all driver's license and identiÞcation card applications. Automatically 
registers each applicant for voting. Requires sharing of information among 
the counties, Department of Transportation, and election personnel. 

FOR HEARING ON Thursday, January 31, 2019 

FROM:  
Kenneth R. Conklin, Ph.D.
46-255 Kahuhipa St. Apt. 1205
Kane'ohe, HI, 96744
Tel. 808.247.7942

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION

Registration to vote is a precious right, not to be taken for granted.  
Registration should be a conscious, afÞrmative decision made by an eligible 
person who knows what he/she is doing.  Registration to vote should not be 
something that happens automatically, accidentally, or by default while 
engaged in some other activity such as:  Þling a tax return or application for 
public assistance or driver license or state ID or merely turning 16 years old.

Automatic voter registration does nothing to prevent non-citizens or even 
illegal aliens from voting.  There are news reports that California explicitly 
encourages illegal aliens to get driver licenses or state ID cards, and to get 
public welfare assistance.  Therefore automatic voter registration as a part 
of such activities is reported to have allowed many thousands of non-
citizens and illegal aliens to vote.

Do-gooders think society should do everything possible to increase voter 
participation by making it easy and convenient to register and then to vote.  
But I think it's better to require people to go out of their way Þrst to 
register, and then to vote.  
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If someone has such little knowledge about the candidates, or cares so little 
about the election that he is unwilling to make the effort to register, or to 
go to the polling place on election day, then perhaps we're all better off if 
he does not vote.  

Low voter registration or turnout is evidence that people can't Þnd issues or 
candidates they consider worthy of voting for.  Personally, I don't mind if 
voter turnout is low, because that magniÞes the effectiveness of my own 
vote.  Ignorant or apathetic people are welcome to abstain.

The right to vote should be exercised by people who know how precious is 
the blood and treasure sacriÞced to make it possible.  The founders of our 
nation signed the Declaration of Independence right below its closing words 
"... we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred 
Honor."  

Surely we can show our respect by sacriÞcing a few minutes to register 
before the deadline, or by spending a few minutes extra at the polling place 
on election day to do same-day registration.  

The next step in this mad rush to increase voter turnout would be to abolish 
voter registration altogether.  Simply adopt the system we all saw in news 
reports a few years ago about voting in Iraq and Afghanistan Ñ INKY PINKY.  
Let anyone who wants to vote go to a polling place near home, stick the 
right-hand index Þnger into a can of indelible black paint, grab a ballot, Þll it 
in, and drop it in the ballot box.  The paint will not wear off for at least a 
day, thereby preventing someone from voting twice.  This foolproof method 
also saves county clerks a lot of time and money, and saves the lives of 
several trees no longer needed for making the paper for the poll books.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dawn Morais Webster 
Ph.D. 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for moving Hawaii towards a more modern and secure voting process that 
improves access to voting for all. I support passage of this bill as it will  encourage more 
young voters and those juggling two or more jobs to vote. I have heard my students and 
employees say too often that they did not have time to register to vote and that's why 
they didn't vote. 

Plus, why not move to a system that is more accurate, saves people time and effort, 
and will save the state money in the long term. There is no reason NOT to pass this bill-
-and several very good reasons to pass it. I urge you to do so. Thank you. 
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Ann S Freed Hawaii Women's 
Coalition 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura and members, 

The Hawaii Women's Coalition supports this common sense measure to increase 
citizen access/participation in our Demcracy. Please pass this measure out of 
committee. 

Mahalo, 

Ann S. Freed 

Co-Chair Hawaii Women's Coalition 
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Brett Kulbis Honolulu County 
Republican Party 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Honolulu County Republican Party OPPOSES this bill.  If voting is a right, 
mandating registration removes the citizens right to choose. 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 

                 

  
 

 
January 31, 2019 

2:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Room 325 

 
H. B. 1217 

RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION 
 

House Committee on Judiciary 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports this bill with the following 
amendment. 
 
Pursuant to Section 286-172, Hawaii Revised Statutes, the Director of Transportation 
has the authority to determine the distribution of the personal information contained in 
the driver license and civil identification statewide traffic records system. 
 
Therefore, DOT suggests amending Section 1, 11A(e)(11) on page 3, lines 9-10 to read 
as follows: “Other relevant voter registration information [specified] requested by the 
chief election officer.” 
 
Further, should there be a need to modify the voter registration form, DOT and the 
Office of Elections will need to work collaboratively to ensure the driver’s license 
application form and civil identification card application form reflects the legislated 
requirements.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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HB-1217 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 5:23:02 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 1/31/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Larry Meacham Democratic Party of 
Hawaii 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for the opporunity to testify in support of HB 1217. 

Hawaii has the lowest voter turnout in the country. Automatic Voter Registration in 
Oregon and other states has increased voting by 5-10% by making it more convenient. 
We should make every effort to help our citizens particiapte in the democratic perocess, 
and this would be one good step. 

Thank you for the opporutnity to testify. 
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HB-1217 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 11:49:56 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 1/31/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Kohn MD 
We Are One, Inc. - 

www.WeAreOne.cc - 
WAO 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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HB-1217 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 4:46:53 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 1/31/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John NAYLOR Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Let's facilitate voting! 
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HB-1217 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:16:49 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 1/31/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mary Whispering Wind Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Chair Chris Lee, Vice Chair Joy San Buenaventura, members, 

I support establishment and implementation of a system of automatic voter (AVR) 
registration in the State of Hawaii. AVR is a step towards much needed modernization 
of elections in Hawaii. 

Hawaii has had the lowest voter turnout in the country for the last 20 years. AVR will 
help turn that around by increasing convenience and improving access to voting. As of 
December 2018, AVR has been approved in 17 states and the District of Columbia. The 
data shows that AVR improves the likelihood that people will vote by minimizing 
bureaucracy and requiring less time and effort from eligible voters. 

Additionally, AVR will enhance the security of our elections, save the state money, and 
expand voting access for traditionally under-represented people. 

Mahalo,  
Mary Overbay 
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Comments:  

Chair Chris Lee, Vice Chair Joy San Buenaventura, members, 

I support establishment and implementation of a system of automatic voter (AVR) 
registration in the State of Hawaii. AVR is a step towards much needed modernization 
of elections in Hawaii. 

Hawaii has had the lowest voter turnout in the country for the last 20 years. AVR will 
help turn that around by increasing convenience and improving access to voting. As of 
December 2018, AVR has been approved in 17 states and the District of Columbia. The 
data shows that AVR improves the likelihood that people will vote by minimizing 
bureaucracy and requiring less time and effort from eligible voters. 

Additionally, AVR will enhance the security of our elections, save the state money, and 
expand voting access for traditionally under-represented people. 

Mahalo, 

Brian Murphy 

Maui. Hawaii 
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Strongly Support 
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Comments:  

Chair Chris Lee, Vice Chair Joy San Buenaventura, members, 

I support establishment and implementation of a system of automatic voter (AVR) 
registration in the State of Hawaii. AVR is a step towards much needed modernization 
of elections in Hawaii. 

Hawaii has had the lowest voter turnout in the country for the last 20 years. AVR will 
help turn that around by increasing convenience and improving access to voting. As of 
December 2018, AVR has been approved in 17 states and the District of Columbia. The 
data shows that AVR improves the likelihood that people will vote by minimizing 
bureaucracy and requiring less time and effort from eligible voters. 

Additionally, AVR will enhance the security of our elections, save the state money, and 
expand voting access for traditionally under-represented people. 

Mahalo,  

Maria Maitino 
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Comments:  

In support because...Democracy! 

Mahalo 
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Comments:  

I don't see any provision to show that the individual applying for a driver's license is a 
citizen of the United States.  In the 2018 election we had a candidate for office who 
didn't even know that she was not authorized to vote, accepted by the Office of 
Elections as a candiate for Hawaii House of Representatives.  We don't want that to 
occur again.  It is up to the Office of Elections to check and confirm citizenship before 
entering an individual into the voter registration database.  The failure of the Office of 
Elections in this last election was an embarassment to the candidate (who didn't realize 
she wasn't eligible) and to the person's party who was not able to replace the candidate 
-- and hurt the people of the district who did not have a choice when going to the 
polls.  The Office of Elections must verify citizenship if we are to have valid elections - 
whether it is valid candidates or valid voters. 
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