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H.B. 1217, H.D.1 

RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION 
 

Senate Committee on Transportation 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports this bill. 
 
Should there be a need to modify the voter registration form, DOT and the Office of 
Elections will need to work collaboratively to ensure the driver’s license application form 
and civil identification card application form reflects the legislated requirements. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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TESTIMONY OF THE

CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER, OFFICE OF ELECTIONS

TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

ON HOUSE BILL NO.1217, HD1

RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION

March 15, 2019

Chair lnouye and members of the Senate Committee on Transportation,
thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1217, HD 1.
This bill makes completion of a voter registration application affidavit a
mandatory part of all driver license and identification card applications;
automatically registers each applicant for voting; and requires the sharing of
information among the counties, Department of Transportation, and election
personnel.

The Office of Elections believes that this bill will increase the opportunities
for members of our community to register to vote, as it requires the applicant to
directly address the question of whether they want to register to vote or to opt out
as part of the driver license and identification card application process.

Additionally, this bill ensures the accuracy of the voter registration rolls by
electronically transmitting voter registration data between the driver license and
identification card database and the statewide voter registration system. The
electronic sharing of data between driver licensing officials and election officials
will help to ensure timely compliance with the National Voter Registration Act and
the Help America Vote Act. 52 USC §21083(a)(5)(B) & 52 USC §20504.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1217,
HD 1.
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Monday, March 14, 2019 
 
Relating to Voter Registration 
Testifying in Support 
 
Aloha, Chair and Committee members 
 
The Pono Hawaiʻi Initiative (PHI) supports HB1217 HD1  Relating to Voter Registration, 
which creates a mechanism to automatically register any person who is eligible to vote when 
they apply or renew their driver’s license, permit or state identification card unless they 
affirmatively decline registration.  
 
HB1217 HD1 will help to ensure higher rates of registered voters simply by creating an opt 
out system for registering to vote rather than the current opt in system. This small change in 
wording will have huge positive results.  
 
Improving access to voting is fundamental to the democratic process. The more accessible 
and available we can make voting the better our community will be. Upgrading how we 
encourage voter registration is the foundation to reforming and improving our elections. 
Hawaiʻi struggles with voter turnout, November 2018 (a general election in a Presidential 
voting year) saw that only 39% of those eligible actually voted. Arguably that election should 
be the higher turnout than any of the elections since it contained a major race. One can 
assume primary elections in non-presidential voting years would have even lower turnout. If 
we can increase the number of those registered that is the first step in right direction of 
increasing Hawaii’s voter turnout.  
 
This measure will create a seamless modernized system with the information collected from 
the licensing officials being electronically transferred and linked to the elections offices 
resulting in a more efficient, secure, convenient process that saves money. Hawaiʻi is 
presently using out-of-date systems and decades-old technology. It’s time to modernize both 
the system and the process in which people vote.  
 
For all these reasons, we urge you to move this bill forward. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity, 
Gary Hooser 
Executive Director 
Pono Hawaiʻi Initiative, an organization member of the Common Good Coalition 



 
 

 

 
 SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

 March 15, 2019 10:45 AM Room 225 

In SUPPORT of HB 1217 HD1: Relating to Voter Registration 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Harimoto, and members of the committee, 

On behalf of our 20,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i, a member of the 
Common Good Coalition, strongly supports HB 1217, which makes completion of a voter 
registration application affidavit a mandatory part of all driver's license and identification card 
applications, automatically registers each applicant for voting, and requires sharing of 
information among the counties, Department of Transportation, and election personnel. 
 
The Sierra Club of Hawaiʻi is committed to ensuring a fair, open, and transparent democratic 
process. We encourage our members and supporters to actively protect their right to vote, have 
their voices heard in government, and engage in the legislative process. Automatic voter 
registration would make these efforts just that much easier for many Hawai‘i residents. By 
making registration automatic whenever someone gets a driver’s license or updates their 
address at the DMV, voters are more likely to be engaged and ready to participate in our 
electoral process. We welcome that—and so should our lawmakers. 
 
Automatic voter registration is the logical next step in modernizing our elections by eliminating 
needless paperwork. It has been estimated that paper registration costs 30 times more than 
AVR. The possibility of human error in transcribing voter information from paper forms will be 
reduced and the state could save the nearly $600,000 it spent in 2016 alone in processing 
paper forms. Furthermore, Hawai‘i has had the lowest voter turnout in the U.S. for the last 
twenty years. AVR will not only simplify the process to register to vote, but is likely to save us 
money and result in increased turnout on Election Day.  
 
Automatic voter registration has already been approved in 17 other states and is a common 
sense solution for Hawai‘i. AVR will strengthen our democracy, increase the security of our 
elections, and is simply the most cost effective, efficient, and modern system available.  
 
Thank you very much for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 1217.  
 
Mahalo, 
Jodi Malinoski, Policy Advocate 
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Testimony to the Senate Committee on Transportation 
Senator Lorraine Inouye, Chair 

Senator Breene Harimoto, Vice Chair 
Friday, March 15, 2019, 10:45 a.m. 

Conference Room 225 
HB 1217, HD 1 – Relating To Voting 

 
 
 
Dear Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Harimoto and members of the TRS Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Hawai`i Alliance of Nonprofit Organizations, I would like express support of HB 
1217, HD 1, relating to Voting. 
 
Hawai`i Alliance of Nonprofit Organizations (HANO) is a statewide, sector-wide professional 
association of nonprofits. Our mission is to unite and strengthen the nonprofit sector as a 
collective force to improve the quality of life in Hawai`i. Our member organizations provide 
essential services to every community in the state.  
 
HANO supports a civically engaged populace and believes all citizens should participate in the 
democratic process of voting to have a say in community matters.  
 
HB 1217, HD 1 makes inclusion of an affidavit application for voter registration mandatory for 
all driver's license and identification card applications, automatically registers each applicant 
who elects to register for voting, and requires sharing of information among the counties, DOT, 
and election personnel. 
 
Hawaii’s voting record has been the lowest in the country for the last 20 years. Automatic voter 
registration (AVR) will help improve access to voting.  Hawaii would follow 17 other states and 
the District of Columbia in adopting AVR.  
 
AVR helps ensure that voting isn’t difficult for working and military families who move 
frequently, as well as homebound seniors, students, and voters in rural areas, many of whom 
are also constituents of Hawaii’s nonprofit sector.  
 
We ask for your support of this bill and appreciate your consideration of this written testimony.  
 
Mahalo,  
 
Lisa Maruyama 
President and CEO 
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HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 11:18:34 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laurie Field 
Testifying for Planned 

Parenthood Votes 
Northwest and Hawaii 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

Friday, March 15, 2019, 2:00 p.m., Room 225  
HB1217 HD1 RELATING TO VOTER REGISTRATION 

 
TESTIMONY 

 
Janet Mason, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii 

 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Harimoto and Committee Members: 
 
The League of Women Voters of Hawaii strongly supports HB1217 HD1 providing that when 

eligible voters apply for a State driverôs license or State ID card, they will automatically be signed 

up to vote, unless they decline.  For voters already registered, this would also provide a convenient way 

to update voter contact information (such as a new mailing address). 

It is well established that Hawaii suffers from both poor voter registration rates and poor voter turnout.  

One estimate is that 25% of those eligible to vote havenôt done so.  Under these circumstances and given 

the relative simplicity and low cost of this measure, the League requests that the effective date of the bill 

be July 1, 2019. 

We thank the Office of Elections, State Department of Transportation, County licensing examiners, and 

the Honolulu County Department of Information Technology for collaborative work already done to prepare 

for implementation of this measure.  Their foresight means the bill can be passed with little or no 

appropriation.  This is a remarkable opportunity to promote voter engagement in democracy, and we urge 

you to pass this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

 



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 11:54:18 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mary Smart Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Our right to vote needs to be protected from participation of individuals that are not 
legally allowed to vote.  This bill will jeopardize the votes of eligible citizens.  Voter fraud 
is a significant problem and this provision will exacerbate it.  Don't allow the dillution of 
our legal votes.  Vote NO on this bill. 

 



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 8:22:19 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joy Loudermelt Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 11:02:31 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jun Shin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

People are juggling work, parenthood, and other responsibilities, let's help to get more 
people to participate in our democractic process by using already existing information 
which actually is probably more accurate to automatically register individuals.  

 





HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 4:15:01 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cheryl Reeser Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB 1217 HD1.  We need to get more Hawaii residents involved in the political 
process and improve voting rates.  We need to make it as convenient as possible to 
register to vote, then to vote! 

 



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 4:23:32 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ashley Wilcox Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 4:25:10 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michelle K. Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Passing this bill into law will certainly help increase number of voters in the state. Just 
do it! 

 



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 4:33:37 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hunter Heaivilin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 4:41:46 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sandra Fujita Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1217 HD1. 

 



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 5:01:13 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Denise Boisvert Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill.  

 



HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 5:08:52 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lois Crozer Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  





HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/14/2019 7:47:20 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kim Jorgensen Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill.  It will make it much easier for people to get involved in the election 
process.   
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HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/14/2019 4:25:14 PM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

James McCay Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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HB-1217-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/15/2019 12:15:28 AM 
Testimony for TRS on 3/15/2019 10:45:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ann S Freed 
Testifying for Hawaii 
Women's Coalition 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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