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2:50 PM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 224 

 
In consideration of 

SEANTE BILL 3068 
RELATING TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
Senate Bill 3068 proposes to require all state and county agencies to implement the 
recommendations of the recently completed Hawaii Sea Level Rise Vulnerability and Adaptation 
Report.   The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) appreciates the 
intent of this measure, and offers the following comments.  
 
This measure takes recommendations from the Sea Level Rise Report and incorporates many of 
them verbatim into this measure, where they would become state and county laws.  The 
Department has some reservations about incorporating recommendations of the Sea Level Rise 
Report verbatim into a new Act at this time.  The Department did not envision the report being 
deployed rapidly through translation into broad directives. 
 
State and county agencies need to perform a proper survey of their programs and assets, develop 
specific plans, and seek resources to implement adaptation measures that fit into their particular 
requirements, and within the realities of their particular communities.   
 
One way to accomplish this would be through Act 32, Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH), 2017.  
Act 32, SLH 2017, established the Hawaii Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation 
Commission (Climate Commission).  The Climate Commission accepted the Sea Level Rise 
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Report in December 2017.  The Climate Commission intends to establish working groups to 
grapple with climate adaptation challenges.  The Department envisions a Sea Level Rise working 
group that will work with state and county agencies, the business community, and the public on 
efforts that must be undertaken to improve our resiliency in the face of sea level rise.    
 
While the Department appreciates the Legislature’s actions to implement the Sea Level Rise 
Report, the Department expects all the involved governmental agencies would like an 
opportunity to vet Sea Level Rise recommendations contained with the Sea Level Rise Report 
within a working group setting and then report back to the Legislature next session with targeted 
recommendations.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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We also note that the proposed amendments to Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) 

Chapter 225-M, found primarily on pages 15 through 20 of the measure, may not be 

implementable without providing the Office of Planning additional powers in its statutory 

purpose as set forth in HRS § 225M-1. 

 

Lastly, while the Office of Planning appreciates the to-be-determined 

appropriation, however, it should be made provided that its does not replace or adversely 

impact the priorities indicated in the Executive Budget. 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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Comments:  

                                            PRESENTATION OF THE  

             OAHU COUNTY COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

                                    DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAII 

                            TO THE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND, 

                THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT,  

                                                                 AND 

                             THE COMMITTEE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

                                     THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

                                         TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

                                           REGULAR SESSION OF 2018 

                                              Thursday, February 15, 2018 

                                                             2;50 p.m. 

                                  Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 224 

      RE:  Testimony in Support of HB 3068, RELATING TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

To the Honorable Karl Rhoads, Chair; the Honorable Mike Gabbard, Vice-Chair and the 
Members of the Committee on Water and Land:  





                  (A) Incorporate sea level rise projections; and 

                  (B) Prioritize infrastructure improvements for urban areas identified as 
priority redevelopment areas by the committee on sea level rise and managed retreat 
established pursuant to section 225M-A(d); 

(3)   Adopt a review and approval process to ensure that new developments and capital 
improvement projects with an expected lifespan of thirty years or more incorporate sea 
level rise in the development or project's design and siting.  The State shall require: 

                 (A) New developments and capital improvement programs to include an in-
depth analysis of sea level rise impacts based on elevation, tolerance for risk, and 
lifetime of the structure; and 

                 (B) Redevelopments within existing footprints to be dependent on 
established, resilient building  design guidelines, or otherwise be subject to relocation to 
a more suitable area; 

(4) Develop design standards for existing and proposed land uses that limit urban 
growth and increase flood resiliency within sea level rise exposure areas; 

(5) Develop guidance for developers to assist with the integration of sea level rise in 
project design and encourage the use of best management practices for incorporating 
green and sustainable approaches in all stages of project development; 

(6) If applicable, consider adopting rules or policies that encourage property owners at 
risk to coastal flooding to purchase flood insurance; 

(7) Incorporate projected sea level rise into hazard mitigation plans; 

(8) Adopt a statewide program that supports county participation in the building code 
effectiveness grading schedule program, administered by the International Organization 
for Standardization;  

(9) Develop a pre-disaster recovery framework that incorporates opportunities to adapt 
to sea level rise through disaster recovery; 

(10) Prioritize the preservation of coral reefs when taking actions that may affect the 
health of the coral reefs of the State; and 

(11) Conduct an in-depth assessment of critical infrastructure that is at risk due to 
climate change and sea level rise, including critical infrastructure within sea level rise 
exposure areas. The assessment shall examine the vulnerability and evaluation of 
adaptation strategies for the infrastructure.  The assessment shall consider the current 
condition of the infrastructure and the remaining years of useful life. The State shall use 
the data to prioritize investment to protect, retrofit, or relocate the infrastructure. The first 



assessment shall be completed no later than July 1, 2018, and subsequent 
assessments shall be conducted at least once every five years. 

             Given that Senate Bill No. 3068 implements the recommendations of the Hawaii 
Sea Level Rise Vulnerability and Adaptation Report issued by the Hawaii Climate 
Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission, it is the position of the OCC Legislative 
Priorities Committee to support this measure.  

            Thank you very much for your kind consideration. 

            Sincerely yours, 

            /s/ Melodie Aduja 

            Melodie Aduja, Chair, OCC Legislative Priorities Committee 

            Email: legislativeprorities@gmail.com, Tel.: (808) 258-8889 
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Comments:  

This is a good bill to help us plan for a climate change future. Please pass SB3068. 
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Joan Gannon West Hawaii CHC Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To: Committees WTL/ AEN/ GVO hearing on 2/15/18 room 224 

From: Joan Gannon Chair of ProtectMarine Life Committee for Hawaii Island Dem Party 

I support SB3068 regarding climate change. It is common sense to plan building and 
infrastructure mantinence so we can make  good decisions about funds and logistics for 
development.  

Thank You 
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Comments:  
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Jennifer Milholen 
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Foundation 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Jacqui Hoover 
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Development Board 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Elizabeth Bishop  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Margaret Maupin  Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Lois Crozer  Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Erica Scott Cuddle Party Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Doug Fetterly  Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

It's time we all do the right things for the community. Please vote yes. 
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Maureen Datta  Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill is essential to reducing the amount of taxpayer money that will be wasted trying 
to protect infrastructure from sea level rise and it provides for guidlines for private 
investment considerations. Each new study of sea level rise shows quicker effects. The 
time to change our planning is NOW. The NASA values shown below are very 
conservative. 
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Comments:  
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Molly Mamaril Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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