
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SB2554 
Measure Title: RELATING TO FOOD SAFETY LABELING. 
Report Title: Food Safety Labeling; Consumer Education 

Description: 
Requires the department of health to publish information 
that encourages food manufacturers, processors, and 
retailers to use standard terminology that clarifies food 
safety and quality dates when labeling food products. 

Companion:  
Package: None 
Current 
Referral: CPH, WAM 

Introducer(s): GABBARD, Baker, Espero, Galuteria, Harimoto, Kim, Riviere 
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Labeling of food products involved in interstate or international commerce fall under the 1 

jurisdiction of the FDA and the USDA.   2 

Any additional labeling controls on a food industry in which over 90% or more of our food supply is 3 

under interstate or international commerce would probably not be feasible.    4 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 5 
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RELATING TO FOOD SAFETY LABELING 
 
 Senate Bill (S.B.) No. 2554 requires the Department of Health to publish 

information that encourages food manufacturers, processors, and retailers to use 

standard terminology that clarifies food safety and quality dates when labeling food 

products; establishes a Consumer Education Special Account; and appropriates funds 

in the account to educate consumers about the meaning of quality dates and food 

safety. 

 With regards to S.B. No. 2554, this bill appears to establish a Consumer 

Education Special Account, into which shall be deposited moneys received from public 

or private sources for consumer education of quality and safety dates; however, it is 

unclear what is intended as “special account.” 

 While the Department of Budget and Finance does not take any position on the 

establishment of standardize food safety and quality dates terminology, the department 

does not support the creation of special funds which do not meet the requirements of 

Section 37-52.3, HRS.  Special funds should:  1) reflect a clear nexus between the 

benefits sought and charges made upon the users or beneficiaries of the program; 

2) provide an appropriate means of financing for the program or activity; and 

3) demonstrate the capacity to be financially self-sustaining. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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RE: SB 2554 Relating to Food Safety Labeling 

 
Position: Comments  
 
The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, and distributors of food and beverage related 
products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
Food safety is a top priority and our member businesses adhere to the highest standards 
regarding safety and quality. Food businesses also follow a complicated and strict set of 
Federal regulations regarding food safety and labeling. Additional state-by-state labeling 
requirements can be expensive for local businesses to implement and may necessitate price 
increases for certain products.  
 
Furthermore, state specific labels can actually confuse consumers because labels on food 
produced or packaged in one state will carry different information than labels for food 
packaged in another state, or the products may have to be labeled twice. Thank you for the 
opportunity to testify.  

 

DATE: Thursday, February 8, 2018 
TIME: 9am  
PLACE: Conference Room 229 







mailto:legislativeprorities@gmail.com






SB-2554 
Submitted on: 2/6/2018 5:37:13 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/8/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ku'ulei Williams Aloha Harvest Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

I am the Executive Director of Aloha Harvest, the sole food rescue organization in the 
State of Hawai'i.  I am in support SB2554 to help reduce the confusion around date 
labels which I believe will help to reduce food waste.  Questions about all the different 
date labels is a common issues that is raised when I make presentations or site visits to 
our food donors.  Reducing the date labels to two would provide better clarity 
by describing food freshness and safety; reduce unnecessary waste; and reduce 
confusion by standardizing language and clarifying the meaning of the labels.  I whole 
heartedly support this SB2554. 
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Submitted on: 2/3/2018 3:19:55 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/8/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jason graham  Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

You are blatantly sharpshooting vape companies all small in hawaii.  Upping the fees on 
already i can assume is ridiculous to small business who are already struggling to 
survive in the state.  I dont argue doing illegal activites js wrong but legally bullying 
small business because the cut from big tobacco is hurting is not right 
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Submitted on: 2/7/2018 2:46:59 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 2/8/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brianna Murray Aloha Harvest Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kayla Emineth Aloha Harvest  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted on: 2/8/2018 2:38:49 PM 
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melekaufusi Latu  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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