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Please accept this strenuous opposition pg3739 Hbl
Advocate Chris Niemczyk

The Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund (DREDF) is & leading national law knd

policy center on disability civil rights. We have worked agains
Hawaii and across the U.S.,, since 1999. There are many reagons for our opposition
including:

®

There’s a deadly mix between our broken, profit-driven
legalizing assisted suicide, which will be the cheapest §

coercion is not even necessary. If insurers deny, or ev

expensive live-saving treatment, the person will be stegred toward assisted
suicide. Will insurers do the rtght thing, or the cheap thjng? !
Elder abuse, and abuse of people with disabilities, is a{rising problem. Where
assisted suicide is legal, an heir (someone who stands|to inherit from the patient)
or abusive caregiver may steer someone towards assigted suicide, withess tl'ﬁ

request, pick up the lethal dose, and even give the drug—no witnesses are |

required at the death, so who would know?

Assisted suicide bills provide only very weak safeguards.

Diagnoses of terminal iliness are often wrong, leading people to give up on
treatment and lose good years of their lives, and endar|gering people with

disabilities, people with chronic illness, and other peop
terminally ill.

People with depression and other psychiatric disabilitiet are at significant risi4

The state oversight & data collection are grossly insuffi
Supporters of doctor-prescribed suicide always say this
people with disabilities. But it will, whether or not they r

For any further questions we are at all times available

Marilyn Golden

Senior Policy Analyst

Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund (DREDF)
maelden @dredf.org

Phone (510) 549-9339

Chris Niemczyk Phone (808} 744-6561 niemcezyk @ hawaii.egiu
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WHEREAS, many people with non-terminal disabilities are currentlyjand repeatedly press '
sign "do-not-resuscitate” orders apd other advance directives calling for withholding and wi

of medical treatment; and

B B D A

ed to
hdrawal

WHEREAS, there is no empirical data indicating that current laws copcerning advance diregtives are

applied on a nondiscriminatory basis; and

WHEREAS, over a decade of experience with these "safeguards" in the Netherlands demons
significant numbers of people with non-terminal illnesses and disabilfties have been involuj
euthanized; and

WHEREAS enforcement of laws and regulations is unlikely in a socia] context which devalu

with disabilities as a drain on limited health care resources,
\

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, TASH opposes the lega.lizati?n of Physician-Assistg

info@tash.org

frates that
tarily

s people

d Suicide.
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“

Please consider the below on behalf of all our CIL m

unable to zttend the hearing not because they don’t want to; they can’t get thefe.

The National Council on Independent Living (NCIL)
cross-disability, grassroots organization run by and
Founded in 1982, NCIL represents thousands of org
including individuals with disabilities, Centers for In

Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs), and

advocate for the rights of people with disabilities thrq

NCIL has long opposed the legalization of assisted s
important issue to the disability community, because
many end-of-life decisions. Whether individuals are

f%[:‘ people with disabilitich.

wiviy neil ueg

iy Buckland
tocutive Director

_mx

b mbors 10 Hawail who age

is the longest-running nhtional

izations and individual
ependent Living (CILs)
other organizations that]
ughout the U.S.

icide. This is an extremgly
disability plays a large rple in
making decisions due tojaging,

chronic conditions, or terminal illness, disability ofteh accompanies these progesses,
resulting in functional losses that become pivotal in the decision-making procgss.

Individuals with disabilities and increased health nee

abuse, coercion, and exploitation. These risks are sig]

suicide laws. Moreover, assisted suicide laws set up

suicidal people get suicide prevention while certain dthers get suicide assis

those who are old, ill, or “disabled enough”, society

appropriate but will provide the lethal means to complete the act. This is blatgnt

discrimination, and it must not be allowed.

Instead of legislation that makes it easier for people
be taken to increase access to quality supports and s
prevention. If you would like to discuss our positio
call (202) 207-0334 ext. 1104.

Sincerely,

Ly Rl

Kelly Buckland, Executive Director

NCIL

In Hawaii Contact: Linda Toms Barker Hilo, Hawai
Email: Lindatomsbarker@gmail.com

15 are at a much higher sk for
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double standard wherelly most
fce. For
1ill not only agree that spicide is

end their lives, efforts fhould
ices and provide equalfsuicide
further, please do not hepitate to

2013 H Strest NVY; 6™ Floor
Washington, DC 20006
Email: nef@ncil.arg




