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January 31, 2017 

 
 To: The Honorable Della Au Belatti, Chair,  
 The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair, and 

Members of the House Committee on Health 
 
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 
Time: 8:30 a.m.  
Place: Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
  
From: Linda Chu Takayama, Director 
 Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) 
 
 

Re:  H.B. No. 913 Relating to Medical Coverage for Firefighters 
 

 

I. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION  

This proposal is intended to improve access for firefighters to comprehensive 
medical coverage and service-connected disability retirement benefits for 
hazardous duty related diseases that are presumed to arise out of and in the 
course of employment. This bill adds a new chapter to the Hawaii Revised Statutes 
(HRS), entitled “Hazardous Duty Related Diseases Treatment Insurance Benefits.” 
 
The department provides comments on the proposal. 
 

II. CURRENT LAW 

Section 386-3, HRS, defines injury and provides that the employee’s employer 
shall pay compensation to the employee or the employee’s dependents as 
provided in chapter 386 if an employee suffers personal injury either by accident 
arising out of and in the course of employment, or by disease proximately caused 
by or resulting from the nature of the employment. 

 

Section 386-73.5, HRS, establishes that the director of labor and industrial 
relations has original jurisdiction over all controversies and disputes arising out of 
workers' compensation.   
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EUTF’s Mission:  We care for the health and well being of our beneficiaries by striving to provide quality benefit plans that are  
affordable, reliable, and meet their changing needs.  We provide informed service that is excellent, courteous, and compassionate. 

 
City Financial Tower, 201 Merchant Street, Suite 1520, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

STATE OF HAWAII 
HAWAII EMPLOYER-UNION HEALTH BENEFITS TRUST FUND 

P.O. BOX 2121 
HONOLULU, HAWAII  96805-2121 

Oahu (808) 586-7390 
Toll Free 1(800) 295-0089 

www.eutf.hawaii.gov 

TESTIMONY BY DEREK MIZUNO 
ADMINISTRATOR, HAWAII EMPLOYER-UNION HEALTH BENEFITS TRUST FUND 

DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 
STATE OF HAWAII 

TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
ON 

HOUSE BILL NO. 913 
 

January 31, 2017, 8:30 a.m. 
 

 
RELATING TO MEDICAL COVERAGE FOR FIREFIGHTERS 
 
Chair Belatti, Vice Chair Kobayashi, and Members of the Committee: 
 

The Hawaii Employer-Union Health Benefits Trust Fund (EUTF) Board of 

Trustees has not had an opportunity to take a position on this bill.  The EUTF Board’s 

next meeting is February 21, 2017. 

However, the EUTF staff seeks clarification on how the firefighters’ hazardous 

duty related diseases are covered: 

1. Under workers’ compensation with provider reimbursement based on the 

usual and customary charged comparable to mutual benefit societies, 

health maintenance organizations, and the EUTF OR 

2. Under the firefighters EUTF or private insurance coverage.   

If coverage for the firefighters’ hazardous duty related diseases is under the 

EUTF or private insurance, the levels of coverage will differ based on the plan selected.  

The EUTF alone has six different medical plans and three different prescription drug 
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plans with differing levels of coverage.  The EUTF staff respectfully requests clarification 

regarding this matter.   

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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January 30, 2017

The Honorable Della Au Belatti, Chair
Committee on Health
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 402
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Belatti:

Subject: House Biil (H13) 913 Relating to Medical Coverage for Firefighters

1 am Manuel F’. Neves, Chair of the Hawaii State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chief of
the Honolulu Fire Department (HFD). The SFC and the HFD support HB 913, which
proposes to provide fire fighters who develop cancer with expanded benefits that
improving access to comprehensive medical coverage and disability benefits for
hazardous duty-related diseases.

Over the last decade, the fire profession has experienced an increase in fire fighter
deaths related to cancer. The University of Cincinnati and the National institute for
Occupational Safety and Health conducted studies as a result of the initial findings.
They are the most comprehensive investigations into cancer-related diseases incurred
by career fire fighters to date and support the initial findings. The State of Hawaii
(State) cancer taskforce performed an investigative study with assistance from medical
insurance companies and found that fire fighters in the State are also experiencing
elevated levels of exposure to the effects of cancer-related diseases correlating
Hawaii's information with the national studies.

if passed, this bili witl provide the fire fighter and their family with the financial and moral
support they need during this crisis.

The SFC and the HFD urge your committee's passage of HB 913 for the welfare of our
fire fighters.

Equal Opportunity Empioyerl‘Program
Auxiliary aids and senrices are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

TTYITDD (B08) 58Ei~8844

e.thompson
Late
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January 30, 2017

Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrator Socrates Bratakos at
723-7105 or sbratakos@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

L_93D~L,
MANUEL P. NEVES
Chair
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