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11:02 a.m.; Conference Room 308
Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair, Finance Committee, Rep. Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair
By: Dennis Arakaki for the Kalihi Community Youth Violence and Gang
Prevention and Intervention Task Group.
Aloha Mai Keia auinala kakou, Chair Luke and Vice Chair Nishimoto and
members of the House Finance Committee. I stand in strong support of HB 1987,
HD1.
As the voluntary convenor of the Kalihi Community Youth Violence and Gang
Prevention and Intervention Task Group, I want to relay our concerns for the
growing incidences of youth violence in our communities and neighborhoods. We
have seen and heard reports about a proliferation of violence on school campuses,
parks, housing complex’, fast food establishments and almost all public places that
youth gather. These fights, that some refer to as gang fights, occur quickly as young
people use the latest communication devices to spread the word which allow them to
gather and disperse very quickly.
Kalihi is a melting pot of diverse cultures and ethnicities where many young
immigrants and families get their start. The socio-economic factors that are woven
throughout the community lead many young people feeling isolated and even
excluded from the mainstream cultures as well as academic and economic successes.
It’s unfortunate but there is de facto segregation by ethnicity and socio-economic
factors that are not intentional but create a community of youth faced with alienation
caused by lack of opportunity to join the mainstream culture. Thus, the so called
gangs are centered on territorial identities and ethnic similarities as their source of
pride.
At the hearing by the Human Services and Education Committees, our coalition
recommended that sections be deleted in order to emphasize the importance of the
remaining sections and to reduce the appropriations requested. We feel that what is

left are basic tools needed to coordinate services and to emphasize the importance
of prevention and intervention approaches while giving the enforcement agencies the
tools to stay on top of the issue.
Also important are the services provided by the community non-profits that I have
also attached an addendum to my testimony which lists programs and services that
are vital to prevention and intervention of youth violence, delinquency and gang
activity.
While the bill is introduced at the request of the Kalihi Youth Violence and Gang
Prevention and Intervention Task Group, the signs of organized youth gang activities
are island wide and even state wide. Kalihi are like the “canaries in the mine” and
the problems that face our community serve as indicators of more ominous
problems we face statewide with our youth. We know this because the legislature
was able to confront the problem with a comprehensive approach of enforcement,
intervention and prevention. The gang problem shows indication of rearing its ugly
head again and we need to move swiftly to provide the tools needed to prevent
widespread violence and crime in our communities. The Task Group members
recognize the importance and effectiveness of prevention and intervention strategies
that provide programs and activities that keep youth out of the judicial system and
the costly alternatives of rehabilitation and treatment.
I urge you to pass this measure for third reading with a strong recommendation for
funding statewide. Mahalo!
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AFY supports the intent of HB 1987, which recognizes the magnitude of the youth
gang problem and the need for a coordinated approach to address this issue. The Kalihi
Youth Gang Prevention and Intervention Task Force collaborates with many frontline
agencies including AFY. Investing money into a response system will take away from
direct services that are badly needed. I understand many agencies provide preventive
services which is vastly needed for our young keiki. I also understand that
collaboration for a study on criminal activity due to ethnicity and geographic locations
are in the works. However, the youth gang problem demands badly needed direct
services. AFY and our allied partners remain steadfast in our approach to address this
problem. Hence, HB 2163 HD 1 addresses the youth gang problem through the
provision of direct service funding. Our strong recommendation is to defer to HB2163
HD1.

