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Testimony COMMENTING on  HB1897 

RELATING TO INSURANCE COVERAGE OF HEALTH SCREENINGS 

REPRESENTATIVE DELLA AU BELATTI, CHAIR 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH   

Hearing Date: February 5, 2016 Room Number:  329 
 

Fiscal Implications:  None. 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department supports increasing women’s access to STD and HIV 2 

screening and is providing comments on HB1897.   This measure will address situations in 3 

which lack of insurance reimbursement or the perception of such is the reason “certain healthcare 4 

providers do not screen specifically for sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), including human 5 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome at annual screenings, 6 

even though the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires health insurance to 7 

cover those screenings without a co-pay.”  The Department has no data or anecdotal reports that 8 

limitations in insurance coverage are reducing women’s access to STD screening.  Thus, it is not 9 

clear the degree of benefit offered through the screening mandated in this measure.  This bill, 10 

however, would remove any possible gaps in covered screening services under grandfathered 11 

policies from pre-Affordable Care Act implementation.   12 

The Department recommends that women be screened in accordance with national STD 13 

guidelines for risk of infection, in consultation with her health provider.  This may not 14 

correspond with annual gynecological exams as stated in the bill.  Currently, the U.S. Preventive 15 

Services Task Force recommendations are the basis for STD and HIV screening reimbursement 16 

by insurance policies without co-pay under the ACA.    17 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.     18 
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TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
 

TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 
Regular Session of 2016 

 
        Friday, February 5, 2016 

8:30 a.m. 
 

TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL NO. 1897 – RELATING TO INSURANCE COVERAGE 
OF HEALTH SCREENINGS. 

 

TO THE HONORABLE DELLA AU BELATTI, CHAIR, AND MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE: 
 

My name is Gordon Ito, State Insurance Commissioner, testifying on behalf of 

the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (“Department”).   

The purpose of this bill is to ensure insurance coverage for sexually transmitted 

disease screenings during a woman’s annual pelvic exam.  The companion bill is 

Senate Bill 2323.  The Department submits the following comments. 

Sections 2 to 4 of this bill would require all health policies, plans, contracts, or 

agreements (except limited benefit and specified diseases policies) to cover sexually 

transmitted disease screenings during a female insured’s annual gynecological exam.  It 

would also require reimbursement to the health care provider of all costs associated 

with such coverage. 

Pursuant to the federal Patient and Affordable Care Act (2010) (“ACA”), the 

federal Department of Human Services adopted guidelines for ACA compliant plans  

regarding coverage for women’s preventative services, including annual well-woman 

visits and HIV/AIDS screening without cost sharing.  ACA compliant plans currently 

cover these screenings. 
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To the extent that the proposed legislation mandates new coverage benefits for 

non-ACA compliant plans, the Department takes no position.  The Department defers to 

the Legislature to determine the appropriate health coverage mandates.  Pursuant to 

Section 23-51, Hawaii Revised Statutes, any proposed mandatory health insurance 

coverage may also require the passage of a concurrent resolution requesting the State 

Auditor to prepare and submit a report assessing the social and financial impacts of the 

proposed mandate. 

We thank this Committee for the opportunity to present testimony on this matter. 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2016 12:13 PM 
To: HLTtestimony 
Cc: laurie.field@ppvnh.org 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1897 on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM* 
 

HB1897 
Submitted on: 2/3/2016 
Testimony for HLT on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Laurie Field 
Planned Parenthood 
Votes Northwest and 

Hawaii 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=HLT&year=2016


http://www.cdc.gov/std/stats13/tables/2.htm
http://www.ncqa.org/tabid/447/Default.aspx


Manual. 4th Edition. 2014. 
 
6 Final Recommendation Statement: Chlamydia and Gonorrhea: Screening. U.S. Preventive Services 
Task Force. December 2014. 
http://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/Page/Document/RecommendationStatementFinal/chlamydi
a-and-gonorrhea-screening 
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711 Kapiolani Blvd 
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Telephone: 808-432-5224 
Facsimile: 808-432-5906 
Mobile:  808-282-6642 
E-mail:  john.m.kirimitsu@kp.org 

 

Testimony of 
John M. Kirimitsu 

Legal and Government Relations Consultant 
 

Before: 
House Committee on Health  

The Honorable Della Au Belatti, Chair 
The Honorable Richard P. Creagan, Vice Chair 

 
February 5, 2016 

8:30 am 
Conference Room 329 

 
Re: HB 1897 Relating to Insurance Coverage of Health Screenings 
 
Chair, Vice-Chair, and committee members thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on HB 
1897 relating to insurance coverage for sexually transmitted disease screenings.  
 
Kaiser Permanente Hawaii supports this bill.    
 

According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, it is estimated that more than 1.2 
million people have HIV in the United States.  About 20 percent (1 in 5) don’t even know they are 
infected because symptoms don’t show up for many years.  Kaiser Permanente Hawaii recognizes that  
the earliest possible identification and treatment of HIV is the most effective way to manage living with 
HIV or AIDS, for a lifetime.  That being said, Kaiser Permanente Hawaii already provides the sexually 
transmitted disease screenings, including HIV and AIDS, proposed in HB 1897 through its base plans at 
no charge, and we are always proud to sponsor healthy lifestyles.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

M l<A|SER PERMANENTE





TESTIMONY OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LIFE INSURERS
COMMENTING ON HOUSE BILL 1897, RELATING TO INSURANCE

COVERAGE OF HEALTH SCREENINGS

February 5, 2016

Via e mail: capitol.hawaii.gov/submittestimony.aspx

Honorable Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair
Committee on Health
State House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 329
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Au Belatti and Committee Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 1897, relating to Insurance Coverage of
Health Screenings.

Our firm represents the American Council of Life Insurers (“ACLI”), a Washington, D.C., based
trade association with approximately 300member companies operating in the United States and
abroad. ACLI advocates in federal, state, and intemational forums for public policy that
supports the industry marketplace and the 75 million American families that rely on life insurers
products for financial and retirement security. ACLI members offer life insurance, annuities,
retirement plans, long-term care and disability income insurance, and reinsurance, representing
more than 90 percent of industry assets and premiums. Two hundred nineteen (216) ACLI
member companies currently do business in the State of Hawaii; and they represent 93% of the
life insurance premiums and 88% of the annuity considerations in this State.

As drafted, HB 1897 would amend Article 10A of Hawaii’s Insurance Code to require all
individual and group accident and health or sickness providing coverage for health care to
provide coverage for sexually transmitted disease screenings during a female insured’s annual
gynecological exam.

By its terms, Article 10A of the Code (by reference to HRS §43] :1-205) defines “accident and
health or sickness insurance” to include disability insurance.

While HB 1897 is intended to cover only those policies of insurance that provide for healthcare
the policies excluded are limited to those that “provide coverage for specified disease or other
limited benefit coverage” and does not by its tenns appear to apply to insurers issuing disability
insurance.

In order to dispel any confiision as to what this bill is intended to cover, ACLI suggests that
paragraph (a) of the new section proposed to be added to §43 1: 10A (beginning at line ll, page
2, be amended as follows:



§ 4 3 l : l0A- . Human immunodeficiency virus and acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome screening coveragg. (a) Each policy of accident and
health or sickness insurance providing coverage for healthcare, except for policies
that only provide coverage for specified diseases or other limited benefit coverage
as described in §43 1: l0A-102.5, shall provide insurance coverage for sexually
transmitted disease screenings, including screenings for human immunodeficiency
virus and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, during a female insured's
armual gynecological exam.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 1897.

LAW OFFICES OF
OREN T. CHIKAMOTO
A Li ' d Liabi 'ty w ompany@,/Z
Oren T. Chikamoto
1001 Bishop Street, Suite 1750
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Telephone: (808) 531-1500
E mail: otc@chikamotolaw.com



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2016 2:53 PM 
To: HLTtestimony 
Cc: mrocca@hscadv.org 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1897 on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM* 
 

HB1897 
Submitted on: 2/3/2016 
Testimony for HLT on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Michelle Rocca Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 03, 2016 5:38 PM 
To: HLTtestimony 
Cc: joyamarshall0416@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1897 on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM* 
 

HB1897 
Submitted on: 2/3/2016 
Testimony for HLT on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 329 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Joy Marshall Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 11:48 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: annsfreed@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1897 on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM*

Categories: Blue Category

HB1897
Submitted on: 2/4/2016
Testimony for HLT on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Ann S Freed Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 7:55 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: dylanarm@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1897 on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM*

HB1897
Submitted on: 2/4/2016
Testimony for HLT on Feb 5, 2016 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dylan Armstrong Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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