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RE:
SB 391 STRONG SUPPORT
The Hawaii State Coalition Against Domestic Violence is a statewide partnership of 21 domestic
violence programs and domestic violence shelter providers. Our mission is to engage
communities and organizations to end domestic violence through education, advocacy, and
action for social justice.
We support the intent of SB 391.
As a clinician and also a Certified Substance Abuse Counselor working in the field of Domestic
Violence for over 10 years, I know firsthand how complex the dynamics of domestic violence
are. I have heard many stories over the years of many mental health professionals in Hawaii
who are unintentionally doing harm to victims and children experiencing domestic violence
because the clinician is unaware of the complex dynamics of domestic violence. The National
Network Against Domestic Violence recently reported that it takes on average two years for an
advocate to be adequately trained on the dynamics of domestic violence.
The Hawaii State Coalition Against Domestic Violence offers a 25 hour DV Education course that
has been approved by the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. This
course is available on all Islands so Advocates or Mental Health professionals can have
privileged communication in accordance with Hawaii Revised Statute 505.5 (a) (7).
Topics covered in this training include:
• Domestic Violence Dynamics,
• Social Justice/ History of the Women’s Movement,
• Child Exposure to Domestic Violence,
• Child Sexual Abuse in Domestic Violence Homes,
• Abuser Dynamics,
• Domestic Violence and the Law,
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Advocacy and Intervention,
Special Populations of Survivors (including but not limited to LGBT, women of color,
women of faith, etc.)
Systems Response to Domestic Violence, and
Safety and Technology Advocacy.

This training is highly regarded by the domestic violence community and is offered statewide
each year. HSCADV recently submitted a GIA to make the training available on line so
professionals can take modules at their own pace.
Requiring two credit hours of domestic violence training is a minimum requirement. We
support this bill and the legislator’s attempts to improve systems and services for victims and
their children who have, and who continue to experience domestic violence.

Marci Lopes
Executive Director

HSCADV ● 810 Richards St. ● Suite 960 ● Honolulu, HI 96813 ● (808) 832-9316 ● www.hscadv.org

Hawai‘i Psychological Association
For a Healthy Hawai‘i
P.O. Box 833
Honolulu, HI 96808

www.hawaiipsychology.org

Phone: (808) 521-8995

Senator Josh Green, Chair
Senator Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair
Committee on Health
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
February 8, 2015
Tuesday, February 10, 2015, 9:00 a.m., Room 229
TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION OF SB 391
Honorable Chairs John Green and Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chairs Glenn Wakai and Brian T.
Taniguchi and members of the committees, the Hawaii Psychological Association (HPA) presents
this testimony in opposition to SB 391.
The Hawaii Psychological Association (HPA) presents this testimony in opposition to SB 391.
HPA recently supported the enactment of mandatory continuing education for licensed
psychologists.
Serious consideration was given to the various models in place in other States including those that
specify certain topics and credit hours for continuing education. The goals of mandating continuing
education are to provide consumers with an assurance that licensed psychologists are diligent in
keeping up with developments in their specialty areas, and to provide a guideline for psychologists
with reference to the appropriate amount of continuing education per two-year license cycle.
During this process, HPA also consulted the membership about the type of provisions that would
allow for effective mandated continuing education without imposing an onerous financial or
practical burden on psychologists, especially those living and practicing on Neighbor Islands or in
rural areas.
HPA provides psychologists and other mental health providers educational opportunities each year
at its annual convention and at several other workshops throughout the year. Ethics is always a
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featured topic and is always well-attended. Ethics concerns every psychologist. All continuing
education programs offered by HPA as a sponsor of APA approved continuing education must
demonstrate attention to ethical issues.
Thus, in the case of ethics, HPA considers the specification of mandatory hours to be unnecessary.
With regard to mandating continuing education on domestic violence, HPA fully supports the
intent of the bill to bring domestic violence into the central awareness of practicing psychologists.
However, HPA again considers that mandating training in domestic violence would not be
necessary and in some cases not relevant to the practice of individual psychologists (e.g. those who
specialize in testing children with learning disabilities, or neuropsychologists.)
HPA recognizes the importance of psychologists being educated in the dynamics of domestic
violence, and its impact on individuals, families, and communities. The same is true of child or
elder abuse, or sexual assault, suicide and suicide prevention, among other highly significant
topics. Most graduate programs do not include courses on domestic violence or these other critical
issues. Psychologists have to seek out post-doctoral training in this and many other areas.
It is the ethical responsibility of psychologists to work within their areas of competence. When
they encounter a situation where they lack a specific competency, they may have to refer to
someone who does possess that expertise, or where that option is not available, they are required to
pursue education, training and supervision to develop competency. Here in Hawaii, we are
fortunate to have an annual conference, the Institute on Violence, Abuse and Trauma (IVAT),
scheduled this year for March 30-31. HPA is represented on the planning committee for IVAT,
and psychologists are encouraged to attend the programs offered by world-renowned experts in the
field.
Rather than attempting to mandate specific training content, HPA would prefer to continue to
encourage and provide programming for psychologists to further their understanding and
awareness of this crucial issue.
We thank you in advance for considering our testimony in opposition of SB 391.
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Terry-Bivens, Psy.D.
President

Alexander C. Santiago
Executive Director

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
HTHTestimony
breaking-the-silence@hotmail.com
*Submitted testimony for SB391 on Feb 10, 2015 09:00AM*
Tuesday, February 03, 2015 1:16:53 PM

SB391
Submitted on: 2/3/2015
Testimony for HTH/CPN on Feb 10, 2015 09:00AM in Conference Room 229
Submitted By

Organization

Dara Carlin, M.A.

Individual

Testifier
Position
Support

Present at
Hearing
No

Comments:
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

SB391: Psychologist Continuing Education; Ethics; Domestic Violence
Honorable Chair Baker, Vice Chair Taniguchi, Senators Kahele, Kidani, Nishihara,
Wakai and Slom,
I support this bill. This bill recognizes the importance of improving skills in terms of
service to the public and addresses the needs of underrepresented groups. In Hawai`i,
Domestic Violence remains a prominent social issue. Continuing Education ensures that
ongoing processes build on basic training to ensure the highest quality of care is provided
and that it meets public expectations for safety. The legislature continues to recognize
this and has mandated ethics training as a Continuing Education requirement for many
health care professionals which include licensed bachelor social workers, licensed
clinical social workers and licensed social workers. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide this for your consideration.
Dr. Cindi Dang
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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 391, RELATING TO PSYCHOLOGISTS.
TO THE HONORABLE JOSH GREEN, CHAIR, AND
TO THE HONORABLE ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEES:
My name is May Ferrer, Executive Officer of the Hawaii Board of Psychology
(“Board”). Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 391, Relating to
Psychologists. Its companion, House Bill No. 453, Relating to Psychologists, was heard
by the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce on February 2, 2015.
The House Committee voted to defer this measure. The Board has not yet had an
opportunity to review this bill, but will do so at its next meeting on Friday, February 20,
2015.
The purpose of this bill is to include ethics training and domestic violence training
as part of the continuing education requirement for psychologists.
As the members of the Committee are aware, pursuant to Act 187, SLH 2014,
beginning July 1, 2016, licensed psychologists are required to complete a minimum of
eighteen credit hours of continuing education courses for each licensing renewal
biennium.
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While the Board supports the continuing education requirement, it has expressed
its concern regarding mandating specific course topics. This concern of mandating
course topics was expressed at the time the Board drafted the language which
subsequently became Act 187, SLH 2014. The Board expressed its concerns when
working very closely with the Hawaii Psychological Association (“HPA”) that it does not
want to mandate specific course requirements. The Board believes that continuing
education, and the selection of each course and the course topic, should be left to the
discretion of the licensee as long as it is approved by the American Psychological
Association, HPA, or other state or provincial psychological associations as defined in
Section 465-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes.
As such, it is proposed that Section 465-11, Hawaii Revised Statutes, remain
unchanged, and not incorporate the new statutory material as proposed in Senate Bill
No. 391 which would require a minimum of three credit hours be in ethics training and a
minimum of two credit hours in domestic violence training.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on Senate Bill No. 391, which
the Board will formally review at its next Board meeting.

Rosemary Adam-Terem, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist
1833 Kalakaua Avenue, Suite 800
Honolulu, HI 96815
Tel: 808-947-5676
Fax: 808-951-9282

SB 391
I would like to offer this testimony in opposition to SB 391.
I would like to emphasize that I fully support the spirit of SB 391 with its goal of insuring that
psychologists obtain continuing education in important areas that affect the welfare of individuals,
families, and entire communities. I am, however, presenting testimony in opposition to this bill because
I feel that legislating content areas is not the most effective mechanism.
Introduction:
My name is Rosemary Adam-Terem. I am a psychologist in full-time private practice and an adjunct
affiliate of the University of Hawaii, Department of Psychology Clinical Studies Program, where I teach
classes in the graduate program. I am active in the profession at the State level, a member of the Board
of Psychology, and currently the Chair of two committees in the Hawaii Psychological Association (HPA):
Ethics, and Continuing Education and Convention. I am also involved at the national level having served
on the American Psychological Association’s (APA) Continuing Education Committee (2012-14) and on
the board of APA Division 29, the Society for the Advancement of Psychotherapy where I am the current
Social Justice and Public Policy representative.
Ethics and Continuing Education:
In my capacity as Ethics Chair for HPA, I work hard to educate and inform psychologists in various ways,
sometimes in one-on-one ethics consultations with members, sometimes through presenting Ethics
workshops at our Annual Convention. As Continuing Education and Convention Committee Chair, I work
to provide a broad array of training and educational opportunities for psychologists. Ethics is a central
topic to all continuing education. We are fortunate that APA Office of Ethics Director, Dr. Steven H.
Behnke, is a frequent presenter at our workshops, which we have also organized on Maui, Kauai, and
east and west venues on the Big Island. In addition, we try to cover important topics such as domestic
violence, human trafficking, child abuse, and other crucial areas in our programming at convention and
in other workshops throughout the year. We try to be responsive to the needs of psychologists by
polling annually on needs and interests to guide the planning of continuing education programming.
There are, of course, many other training opportunities available to psychologists here in Hawaii, both in
live and on-line format. One major annual event is the IVAT conference on violence, abuse and trauma
which brings experts in the field to Hawaii every spring.
Domestic violence:

With regard to domestic violence, as a practitioner, I have worked extensively with victims and families.
I have struggled with what seems to me to be the lack of awareness and understanding of the dynamics
of domestic violence, and its impact on individuals, families, and communities not only in my profession
but also for instance in the legal arena of divorce and child custody. I have taught seminars on domestic
violence. I consider it a hugely important area. However, the same is true of child or elder abuse, sexual
assault, trafficking, suicide and suicide prevention, among other highly significant topics. I had to seek
out post-doctoral training in these and many other areas.
Mandating specific content:
I was very pleased to see the enactment of mandatory continuing education for licensed psychologists. I
was also pleased that while the minimum number of hours of required training was specified, definitive
content areas were not. I have learned from colleagues in other States where there are provisions for
specific content areas that this is onerous and sometimes not even relevant to the practice of individual
psychologists. Far from fostering interest, it seemed to create resentment and resistance to learning.
This runs counter to the intent of this bill.
Thank you for considering my testimony.

