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Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing, and Members of the Committee:

The Department of Public Safety (PSD) is in support of SB 2308, SD 1 Relating
to Children. The Department supports providing social services and programs for the
children who have a parent(s) in the prison system.

It is well established that children of incarcerated parents are far more likely than
other children to eventually become enmeshed in the criminal justice system. National
research shows that they are seven times more likely to become incarcerated as adults.
If for that alone, we need to do much more for these children. In addition, however,
programs which promote family reunification improve the offender’s chances for a
successful parole, and improve behavior while in prison. We know that such programs
are viable, and we do have some strong local models, such as Supporting Keiki of

Incarcerated Parents (SKIP) and the Fathers Bridging the Miles programs.
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We recognize that we need to expand on our limited program offerings for
inmates with children. Currently, our programs are limited to contracts with qualified
private vendors to provide individual and family therapy sessions to male and female
inmates with substance abuse issues, who are preparing to transition to the community
after a lengthy period of incarceration. The program attempts to address family core
issues, prior to the inmate’s placement on furlough, and build a support system to
benefit both inmate and child(ren).

SB 2308, SD1 will provide PSD the opportunity to expand these types of

programs to all willing inmates with children. We support this bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 2308 SD1
A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CHILDREN

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY
Rep. Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair
Rep. Kaniela Ing, Vice Chair

Thursday, March 13, 2014, 10:00 AM
State Capitol, Conference Room 309

Honorable Chair Aquino, Vice-Chair Ing, and Members of the Committee on Public
Safety, the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Hawai‘i submits the following
testimony in support of Senate Bill No. 2308 SDI.

This measure makes an appropriation to the Department of Public Safety for programs
and services for children of incarcerated parents and to assist with family reunification.

Studies have shown that children of incarcerated parents are at an increased risk of abuse
or neglect, and are more likely to have mental problems and difficulties in school. It is also well
established that children of incarcerated parents are far more likely than other children to
eventually become a product of the criminal justice system and national research shows that
these children are seven times more likely to become incarcerated as adults, There is a need to
expand on our limited programs offerings for willing inmates with children.

The Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Hawai‘i supports the passage of
Senate Bill No. 2308 SD1. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.

Respectfully,

Mitchell D. Roth
Prosecuting Attorney
County of Hawai‘i

Hawai'i County is an Equal Opportunily Provider and Employer
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SUPPORT SB 2308 SD1- FUNDING for CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS

Aloha Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing, and Members of the Committee!

My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons,
community initiative promoting smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is
respectfully offered on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai'i individuals living behind bars, always
mindful that approximately 1,500 Hawai'i individuals are serving their sentences abroad,
thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their homes and, for the disproportionate
number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral lands.

SB 2308 SD1 makes an appropriation to the department of public safety for programs and
services for children of incarcerated parents and to assist with family reunification.

Community Alliance on Prisons supports this measure. Research shows that children with
incarcerated parents are seven times more likely than other children to end up incarcerated

themselves.

By investing in these children now, we can break the cycle of intergenerational incarceration
and help each of our keiki reach their fullest potential and social goals.

Please support this measure. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.
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