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Date: 03/17/2014

Committee: House Education

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Resolution: HCR 046/HR 27 URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO
TAKE NECESSARY STEPS TO REINFORCE INSTRUCTION
REGARDING AMERICAN CIVICS.

Purpose of Urges the Department of Education to take necessary steps to
Resolution: reinforce instruction.regai'ding American Civics.

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) appreciates the intent of HCR 46/HR 27 that urges
the Department to emphasize and reinforce instruction regarding American civics prior to
entering high school. We are committed to the continuous improvement and enhancement of
our social studies programs, including participatory skills to become engaged citizens.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.



ohno2-Rexie

From: Carole Hagihara on behalf of Rep. Isaac W. Choy
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2014 9:10 AM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: '0rmorse0@gmail.com'
Subject: Testimony HR 27 and HCR 46

Importance: High

Please accept Mr. Morse's testimony as it was emailed to the incorrect committee.

Thank you!

Carole M. Hagihara
Legislative Office Mamlger
Ollicc of Representative Isaac (ihoy
415 S. Bcrctania Street, Room 404
Honolulu, Hauaii 96813
Tel: 586/8475 Email: c.hagil1ara@cz\pitol.l'1awaii.gov
Member \'Velt>site‘ @111 /vmwv.capitol.l1aWaii.gov/memberpage.aspX?member—chov&year—2014
Capitol \\"cl'>sitc: \VVVVV.C11BI[0l.l1 \.’VZiII.gO\’

From: Richard Morse [mailto:0rmorse0@gmai|.com]
Sent: Sunday, |\/larch 16, 2014 12:28 PM
To: AGRtestimony
Cc: Rep. Isaac W. Choy
Subject: Testimon HR 27 and HCR 46

To Roy M. Takumi--Chair, House committee on Education; and

Takashi Ohno--vice Chair, House Committee on Education

Hawaii State Legislature.

March 16, 2014

Re: Testimony: In support of HR 27 and HCR 46 URGING THE DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION TO TAKE NECESSARY STEPS TO REINFORCE INSTRUCTION
REGARDING AMERICAN CIVICS.

Dear Mr. Takumi and Mr. Ohno and Committee members,

My name is Richard Morse, and I advocate stron gly for this measure for all the reasons
mentioned in these resolutions.

As a native of Hawaii, I am concerned about the future of our state. I see,
more and more, expressions like "equity" and “socia| justice", entering the
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vernacular. These ideas are embedded in our current education system--
Common Core. And while there may be some merit to these socialist notions,
they are not the principals that make the United States the most successful
nation ever.

The United States of America is founded on ‘individual liberty‘ and ‘equal
opportunity’ for each person. These are quite different from ‘equity’ and ‘social
justice‘——if not the antithesis.

I believe that our generation——yours and mine——will be counted as a failure, in
the eyes of future historians, if we do not make extra effort to teach our
children the ideas that are so beautifully imbedded in the tenets upon which
our nation was founded; as well as the remarkable story surrounding them.

Mahalo for receiving my testimony.

Richard Morse

morse4gov
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 16, 2014 1:33 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: amyathomas@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HCR46 on Mar 17, 2014 14:00PM

HCR46
Submitted on: 3/16/2014
Testimony for EDN on Mar 17, 2014 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Amy Perruso Individual Support Yes

Comments: Dear Committee Members, I am writing in strong support of HCR 46, a resolution which,
if adopted, would re ect the state legislature's understanding of the crisis facing civic education in the
state of Hawaii. We have a tsunami of change confronting our citizenry, and as a high school social
studies teacher, I can testify from years of experience in the classroom on a day-to-day basis that we
are most definitely not doing enough to equip our young people to grapple with these problems in a
democratic fashion. Passing this resolution is the least lawmakers can do, to show that they at least
understand that there is a terrible problem that has emerged as a consequence of overzealous
attention paid to technical knowledge at the expense of civic knowledge and skills. Thank you, Dr.
Amy Perruso

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improperly identi ed, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 16, 2014 7:20 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: wgcb16@ao|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HCR46 on Mar 17, 2014 14:00PM

HCR46
Submitted on: 3/16/2014
Testimony for EDN on Mar 17, 2014 14:00PM in Conference Room 309

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I cheryl Individual Support No l

Comments: I am writing in strong support of HCR 46, a resolution which, if adopted, would reflect the
state legislature's understanding of the crisis facing civic education in the state of Hawaii. We have a
tsunami of change confronting our citizenry, and as an elementary school teacher, I can testify from
years of experience in the classroom on a day-to-day basis that we are most definitely not doing
enough to equip our young people to grapple with these problems in a democratic fashion. Passing
this resolution is the least lawmakers can do, to show that they at least understand that there is a
terrible problem that has emerged as a consequence of overzealous attention paid to technical
knowledge at the expense of civic knowledge and skills. It is not enough to start in high school, we
must help our keiki learn from an early age the importance of civics and the connections and links to
us, our past and our future.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improperly identi ed, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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