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Aloha from the 2002 State L egislative Session

The 2% Legislature is under-
way, the 2002 Session convened
on January 16. The next 60 work-
ing days will be intense. I've got
105 bills in the hopper; 65 were
introduced by the 2002 session
bill introduction deadline on
January 25. The 40 bills I intro-
duced last year during the 2001
Session are still alive and have
been carried over to this session.
Bringing governance closer to
home is the thrust of SB's 2102,
3007 and 3018 to abolish the
Board of Education and establish
regional boards; S8B's 2247 and
2248 transfer state parks and
state highways, respectfully, to
the counties; and SB 2272 moves
regulation of cable TV to the
counties.

Taking care of our natural re-
sources are the basic tenets of SB
2247 to reduce our dependency
upon fossil fuels; SB 2278 encour-
ages business investment in effi-

cient combined heat and power
systems; SB's 2479, 2483, 2517,
2971 and 2972 eradicate pests
and alien invasive species; SB
2898 protects Hawali's caves;
and SB 2932 funds State park
acquisitions.

To address a flagging economy,
SB 2226 makes permanent the
office of the small business de-
fender; SB's 2473 and 2533 ex-
empt professional employer or-
ganizations and retailers in the

East Maui enterprise zone from
the general excise tax; SB's 3006
and 3024 invest in our public
school facilities; and SB 2900
continues the emergency envi-
ronmental workforee.

Requesting health and human
services funding, SB 2227 seeks
dental care funds; and SB's 2274,
2275, 2276 and 2591 appropriate
monies to Maui AIDS, Maui
Adult Day Care, Maui Food Bank
and Hana Community Health
Center.

This isa snapshot. You canfind a
complete listing at my web site,
www.kalanienglish.com.

Mahalo for your calls, emails and
letters. They keep me focused
and direct my efforts to serve
you.

Jlan. G444

International Relations

.| Student visitors
o the
Capitol,

State
par-
those

foreign

| ticularly
rom

countries, are
amazed by the accessibility to lawmak-
ers, I appreciate the opportunity to
participate in shadowing programs
throughout the session, and recently
hosted Matalia Bakanova, a I7-year old
student from Krasnoyarsk, Siberia,
Russia. Natalia is enrolled in a program
overseen by the Hawali International
Hospitality Center and is here in Ha-
wall for a year, living with her host

farnily, the Kirkhill's of Kula, Maul,

Hawaii State and Fukuoka, Japan legislators commemorated

the 20™ anniversary of their Sister-Legislature relationship

with a signing ceremony. I recently visited Fukuoka during

the State's trade mission to China.







