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Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro, and members of the Committee: 

I am pleased to express strong support for the confirmation of Judge Richard W. 
Pollack to the Supreme Court as Associate Justice. 

As I stated when I announced his appointment at a press conference on June 5, 2012, 
"[tJhe core values of the Constitution and Hawai'i are well met in Judge Pollack." I 
wholeheartedly believe and stand by that statement. 

In looking at his background and extensive work experience, and community 
involvement, Judge Pollack has displayed superlative knowledge and character in all 
duties -- most recently as a judge, but also in his practice of the law and his teaching of 
the law and his writings about the law. I have complete confidence that he will excel as 
Associate Justice of the Hawai'i Supreme Court. 

He has been serving as a judge in the Circuit Court since 2000, presiding over the civil 
and criminal trial calendar. He served as a substitute justice and substitute 
Intermediate Court of Appeals judge on numerous occasions. 

Prior to his appointment to the circuit court bench, Judge Pollack served as the State 
Public Defender from 1987 to 2000. He managed a statewide office of 99 attorneys 
and was actively involved in appellate work during his tenure. 

Notably, in 1983, Judge Pollack served as Trial Practit ioner, supervising the Maui 



branch of the Office of the Public Defender. In this capacity, Judge Pollack handled 
such cases as State v. Poepoe - the first case in the State and one of the few 
nationwide at the time relating to PTSD in a criminal case. 

In addition to his work experience, Judge Pollack is a notable instructor. Currently, 
Judge Pollack is an Adjunct Professor at the University of Hawai'i William S. 
Richardson School of Law. Over the past two years, he has been teaching on a pro 
bono basis, devoting around 500 hours annually to educating our future leaders. Over 
the past twelve years, Judge Pollack has also been a faculty presenter for attorneys as 
well as judges at numerous venues, notably the National Institute of Trial Advocacy 
Outreach Program for public sector lawyers, Roscoe Pound Institute Regional Judges 
Forum and the Hawai'i State Bar Association. 

Judge Pollack earned a B.A. with honors from the University of California at Santa 
Barbara and his J.D. from Hastings School of Law in San Francisco. Typical of his 
character, he soon afterward dedicated a year to teaching at Kapsowar Secondary 
School in Eldoret, Kenya. 

A distinguished author, he has written and co-authored numerous Training Manuals for 
deputy public defenders. Judge Pollack has also served on many committees, some of 
which include the Hawai'i Advisory Commission on Drug Abuse and Controlled 
Substances, Corrections Population Management Commission, and the Hawai'i State 
Bar Committee on Judicial Administration. 

It is for these reasons that I am confident that the core values of the Constitution and 
Hawai'i are well met in Judge Pollack. His confirmation to the State's highest court will 
benefit the lives of the people of Hawai'i. I encourage you to confirm Judge Pollack to 
the Supreme Court as Associate Justice. 
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The Board of Directors of the Hawaii State Bar Association appreciates the 
opportunity to comment on the qualifications of Richard W. Pollack for the 
position of Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

The HSBA Board has established criteria for determining the qualifications of 
judicial appointments generally utilizing the American Bar Association 
Guidelines for Reviewing Qualifications of Candidates for Slale Judic~1 
Office. The HSBA uses the following criteria in its deliberations: integrity and 
diligence, legal knowledge and ability. professional experience, judicial 
temperament, financial responsibility, public service, health, and 
responsibilities and duties required of the position for which the applicant has 
been nominated. The HSBA Board's rating system includes the categories of 
-qualified" and "not qualified." 

As part 01 its procedures for evaluating and taking positions on Judicial 
appointments, the HSBA Board utilizes a subcommittee 01 the HSBA Board 
to review materials presented by the nominee and input from members. The 
subcommittee is also tasked wilh checking references and contacting others 
who have knowledge of the nominee's experience and qualifications. The full 
Board reviews the materials prepared by this subcommittee, the materials 
submitted by the nominee and members. and conducts an interview of the 
nominee. 

Taking Into consideration all of the information presented by and about the 
nominee and an intelView with the nominee, the Board of Directors of the 
Hawaii State Bar Association finds Richard W. Pollack to be qualified for the 
pos~ion of Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

OfFICERS 

Caf'o.I K. H tIrlI_ka. Presldenl. 
erelg p , Wiilgnild, P~nl-f.1ea 

Ciillvin L Young. VIoe..p~nl 

RoMtle M. Kaw.kiilmI, Secreu..,. 
)odl Kimura VI, Ttuw ..... 

DIRECTORS 
Nadine V. Ando 
Ru.S. A .... "kunl 
St ellen J .T. CIIow 

Vledim" o..ven. 
D1tvid C. F.r ..... r 

Rhonda L. Grifwold 

Geraldine N. H,"Vewe I f.Mt Haw .. il) 
Cllrol S. KIt.IIokII (West .. ewall) 

0. .... It. Kotaav-hl 
U ..... K.5. l oo IKe"el) 
Greoorv K. Mltl'ktl,,, •• 

TlmothyP. McN"1t'I (~"I) 
NIortcM.H ......... mI 
Suzan ... T. T ... Ada 

Alib L. Piper 

Yl.O PRESIDENT 

lohn G. Roth 

lHHlDlATE PAST PRfSIOEHT 
LouI5e K.Y.lng 

HSBAJABA DELEGATE 
Ja .... A. Kewechittll 

EXECunVE DIRECTOR 
Patrldiil Hau-Snlmlz.u 

1100 AI.k •• Slr •• t, 5ul1.1000. Honolulu, HIIIB81 S . Phon. : (808)537-1888 . Fu: (808)621-71138. hUp:/IHSeA.org 



Testimony of John M. Tonaki, 
State Public Defender to the Senate Committee on Judiciary 

and Labor 

June 22, 2012 

GMI; Nomination of Richard W. Pollack to the Supreme Court of Hawai ' i 

Chair Hee and Committee Members: 

It is a privilege for me to support Richard W. Pollack's nomination to be an Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court ofHawai'i. For Judge Pollack, elevation to the Supreme 
Court wou ld be the cu lmination ofa legal career spent servi ng the public and the justice 
system. I worked closely with Judge Po llack for 15 years in the Office of the Public 
Defender before he became a First Circuit Court judge. His knowledge of the law is 
exceptional and his writing abi lities are second to none. 

Whi le Judge Pollack was the State Public Defender, I worked with him on many projects 
such as office manuals which covered substantive law as well as office operations and the 
draft ing of model criminal jury instructions. I consulted with him in the tria l and appeals 
of numerous cases. Judge Pollack always possessed a wealth oflegal knowledge and his 
superb writ ing ability produced a very large body of briefs and substanti ve lega l materials 
of the highest quality. 

For the last twelve years as a Circuit Counjudge, he has continued his high quality of 
work. Our office routinely appears before him and he has a reputation as a very learned 
jurist who is always well-prepared and knowledgeable on the relevant law. He has 
excellent judicial demeanor and is always respectful to all the parties who appear before 
him. 

Most importantly, Judge Pollack believes in a strong Hawai'i Constitution. Throughou t 
its history, the Suprcme Court of Hawai'i has deve loped a jurisprudence wh ich has been 
far more protective o f individual rights than that o f its federal counterpart, the United 
States Supreme Court. Justice Duffy, whose retirement has created the current vacancy 
on the court, has been a just ice who believed in this strong independent Hawai ' i 
const itution. With the nomination of Judge Pollack, the governor has assured the state 
that this important legal principle will be carri ed forth by the Supreme Court. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard on this maner. 
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JAMESS. TABE 
DEPllTY PUBl. le DEFENDER 

Re: GM-I - Submitling for the consideration and confinnation to the Hawai'i 
Supreme Court as Associate Justice, Gubernatorial Nominee Richard W, Pollack 

Dear Chairman Hee and Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor: 

I am submitting this written testimony to strongly support the nomination of the Honorable 
Richard W, Pollack to the Hawai ' i Supreme Court. 

I am an attorney with the Office of the Public Defender of the State of Hawai'i, and I am 
currently the supervisor of tbe Appellate Division. I have known Judge Pollack since 1993. I 
had the honor and privilege of serving under Judge Po llack as a deputy public defender from 
1993 to 2000 when he. was the State Public Defender. 

As an attorney who specializes in appellate work, I am somewhat familiar with the rigors and the 
demands placed upon a Supreme Court Associate Justice. An Associate Justice must be 
intelligent, articulate, thoughtful and fair. Having worked for Judge Pollack from 1993 until 
2000, I can say without reservation that Judge Pollack possesses such qualities. 

Judge Pollack holds himself to high standards of preparation and perfomlance. He is well 
respected in the legal community for his professional ism, integrity and legal knowledge. Indeed, 
he has earned the reputation as one of the brightest legal minds in the State of Hawai ' i. He has 
not only the inteltecl to grasp complex legal issues but more importantly. the ability to articulate 
and explain his analysis/opinion in a thoughtful, thorough and intelligent manner. He also has a 
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strong work ethic, good common sense and practical judgment, which make him well qualified 
to serve as an Associate Justice. 

Judge Pollack, who has served as a circuit coun judge for the past twelve years with distinction, 
has dcmonslIaled that he also has the temperament, character, and sensitivity to be an 
outstanding Associate Justice. Judge Pollack is highly qualified to serve on the Supreme Court, 
and I respectfully ask the commillee to recommend confinnation. 

Sincerely, 

lsI James S. Tabe 

James S. Tabe 



Testimony of Timothy Ho, Chief Depuly Public Defender 
Sute of lJawaii to the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

June 22,2012, 11 :00 a,m, 

RE: GM 1: Confirmation Hearing for Richard W. Pollack, Gubenatorial 
Nominee to the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

Chair Hee and Members of the Committee: 

I am writing to recommend that Richard W. Pollack be confirmed as the next 
associate justice of the Supreme Court, State of Hawaii. 

I was one of Judge Pollack's first hires when he was appointed the State Public 
Defender in 1987. Judge Pollack also promoted me to become the supervisor of 
our District Court Division in 1996. Judge Pollack is without question the 
smartest legal mind I have ever had the pleasure of meeting. During my twenty
five years as a public defender, I have appeared before dozens of judges, 
appeared opposite numerous prosecutors, and h'ave met many other criminal 
and civil attorneys. No one, and I really mean this, no one comes dose to his 
legal intellect. 

As a trial attorney, I would tum to Judge Pollack to help me with evidentiary 
problems and trial strategy. Judge Pollack always made time for me, and found 
a way to nudge me in the right direction without being mean or judgmental. 
Judge Pollack, having been the supervisor of our appellate section and long-time 
instructor at the William S. Richardson School of Law, has always viewed the law 
from an intellectual, academic point of view. He will , without question, uphold the 
laws and Constitutions of the State of Hawaii and United States. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 



Catherine Souza 
cJo Office of Public Defender 
1130 N. Nimitz Hwy. Ste. A-254 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

August24, 2011 

Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

RE: Gubernatorial Nominee, Richard W. Pollack 

Dear Chair and Committee Members: 

I am writing in support of Judge Richard W. Pollack's confirmation as 
Associate Justice. I have worked under Judge Pollack while employed at the Office 
of the Public Defender and practiced before him in circuit court. What I have come 
to know is that Judge Pollack is very intelligent, hard-working, diligent, and detail
oriented. He has always been knowledgeable on the laws at issue in every case. 
His preparation is evident in his rulings and findings . 

Having appeared before him on numerous occasions, I can also attest to his 
composed judicial temperament. He has at all times maintained a professional 
demeanor, even when it was challenging. 

I strongly support Judge Richard W . Pollack's confirmation. He will be a great 
asset to the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

Very truly yours, 

Catherine Souza 

, 
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Dear Senator Oayton Hee, Chair; Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice 
Chair; and the Committee on Judidary and labor, 

I am writing in support of the nomination of Richard Pollack for the 
position of Hawaii Supreme Court Justice. I have known Richard for 
approximately 17 years. 1 have had the honor and privilege of serving 
under Richard Pollack as a Deputy Public Defender for four years and 
as his law clerk. 

As an attorney, Richard Is an experienced litigator, well versed in 
the law, and easily able to work with varied populations. 

As an administrator, Richard is practical, resourceful, approachable, 
fair, compassionate, and gifted in balancing the Interests and demands 
of his supervisory team, attorneys and staff. Despite the competing 
demands of his position, he would often take a personal interest In 
his attorneys by providing insightful comments and direction In the 
preparation of our appellate briefs. 

As a judge, Richard is consistently fair and impartial, Independent, 
highly analytical, courageous, effident and extremely hard w()(king. 
I was always Impressed by how quickly he mastered the issues and 
concepts In complex and intricate cases and how effortlessly he would 
write dear and coodse decisions. Richard is also extremely skilled 
in dealing with difficult parties through extended settlement 
negotiations and in addressing intricate discovery issues. 

RJchard Is exceedingly intelligent, dedicated, hard working, 
prind pled, and passionate about the law. He is also an exceptional 
leader and well respected by the legal community. I have learned a 
great deal from Richard and I am so fortunate to have such an amazing 
mentor in my legal career. In my humble opinion, Richard has the 
attributes, both professionally and personally, that make for an 
extraordinary Supreme Court Justice. Richard would definitely be an 
invaluable asset to the Hawai1 Supreme Court. Thank you for the 
opportunity to express my support for Richard Pollack. 

Very Truly Yours, 

Tammy Y. Kaneshiro, Esq. 
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GMI : Gubefnatolial Nomloee, RIOiARD W. POI.1.A()(; 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 8:03:46 AM 

Chair Hee, Vice-Chair Shimabukuro, and members of the Committee, I strongly 
support the nomination of Judge Richard W. Pollack for the vacancy on the Hawaii 
Supreme Court. My name is Mark Miyahira and I have served as a deputy 
prosecuting attorney and deputy attorney general since 1992 and have argued 
motions and tried cases in front of Judge Pollack since 2003. While I have not 
always agreed with Judge Pollack's rulings, I have always found his decisions to be 
well thought out, well versed in the law, and based on common sense and reason. 
In addition, he has always been respectful and professional to me and my 
colleagues. I have a great deal of respect for Judge Pollack and believe that he will 
be an excellent addition to the Hawaii Supreme Court. 
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June 21 , 2012 

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S. L. Shimbukoro, Vice Chair 
Committee On Judiciary and Labor 

10:16:071.m. 06-21-2012 

Re: GM 1 - Consideralion and Confinnalion to tha Suprame Courl es 
Associate Justice, Gubematorial Nominee, RICHARD W. POLLACK, for a 
term of ten years. 

Chairman Hee and Members of the Senate: 

I am writing in support of Judge Richard W. Pollack's nomination to serve as an 
Associate Justice of the Hawai'i Supreme Court. I first met Judge Pollack in 
1999 when he was the State Public Defender and he hired me as a Deputy 
Public Defender. Since his appointment to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit 
and assignment to the Criminal Calendar, I have also appeared before Judge 
Pollack in a significant number of cases and, it is more in this capacity, that I 
have come to know him very well and have grown to respect him as a 
professional and as a human being. 

I believe that Judge Pollack would make an outstanding Associate Justice. In the 
many years that I have appeared before Judge Pollack, I have not only been 
impressed his honesty, straightforwardness, and professionalism when dealing 
with everyone but. more significantly, his legal acumen and commitment to 
ensuring justice when dealing with very diffICUlt legal issues arising from the 
cases that come before him. 

I urge you to confirm his nomination to serve as Associate Justice of the Hawai'i 
Supreme Court. 

Sincerely, 

'" 



Debra K. Loy 
Attorney 
41-012 Aloilo i St. 
Waimanalo, Hawaii 96795 
Email: l ilikoilov@g. tl1 ail.com 

June 20,20 12 

Dear Senators I-Iee. Sh imabukuro and Committee 

I am writing in support ortne nominati on of the Honorable Richard Pollack, First 
Circuit Judge, to the Hawaii Supreme Court. There could be no better selection. 

When I was first a Deputy Public Defender under Judge Pollack, he was Public 
Defender as well as supervis ing the O ffice or the Public Defender's Appellate Section 
and there fore directl y superv ising me. Although I had previous ly practiced as an 
appellate and trial attorney, Judge Pollack was able to broaden my perspective oftne 
appellate process. He taught me the uniqueness of Hawaii 's Criminal Law, and was ever 
insistent on work of the highest quality. Through that experience and continuing through 
his time on the trial bench, Judge Po llack has upheld those standards . He works harder 
than anyone e lse, wh ile inspiring those with whom he is in contact to strive harder. 

Though hi s legal knowledge and analytical sk ills have been evident in the tria l 
court, they would be even better suited to the appe llate bench. He was always the person 
with whom I chose to brainstorm po li cy issues because he could sec beyond th e apparent 
facts to hidden issues needing resolution. 

I don't need to mention hi s ethical and professional standards as I have seen them, 
because they have always been beyond reproach. He would be an asset to the Court . 

Please consider thi s letter in support of his nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Debra K. Loy 
Deputy Public Defender 
Attorney aI Law 
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275 Ponahawai Street, Su ite 20 1 
Hilo, HI 96720 

June21 , 201 2 

COMM ITIEE ON JUDCIARY AND LABOR 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chai r 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

Re: Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Supreme Court as Associate 
Justice, Gubernatorial Nominee RlCHARD W. POLLACK 

COMMITTEE ON JUDCIARY AND LABOR 
Conference Room 016 
Hearing datc and time: Friday, Junc 22, 2012 at II :00 a.m. 

To the Honorable Clayton Hee, Chairperson, the Honorable Mai le S.L. Shimabukuro and 
members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor: 

I am writing in support of the confinnation of Judge Richard W. Pollack as an 
Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

As a matter of introduction, I am currently the superv ising deputy public defender 
for the Hila Office of the Office of the Pub lic Defender. I have been an attorney since 1981 and 
have been cont inuously with the public defender's office since 1984. However, please be 
advised that these comments are my personal views and recommendations and not made as an 
employee of the Office of the Public Defender. 

I have known Judge Pollack for a long time. I have both worked with and for 
Judge Po llack wh ile at the Office of the Public Defender. 

I first became acquainted with Judge Pollack when he was the supervisor of the 
appellate section of the Office of the Public Defender. At the time, I was working in our 
Honolulu office as a nov ice trial attorney. The appe ll ate sect ion was, and is sti ll , responsible for 
litigating all appeals generated statewide by our omce. As the supervisor of that section, Judge 
Pollack had a reputation as an exacting leader of our appellate deputies and staff. It was clear 
Ihat Judge Pollack was committed to our miss ion to provide zealous trial and appellate advocacy, 
though clear and concise presentation of the merits of each case. Judge Pollack was known for 
suggesting rewrite after rewrite of appellate filings so that our submissions to the courts reflected 
the best efforts of our appellate deputies. This effort was in keeping with Judge Po ll ack's 
personal and high standards of preparation, thoroughness and ab ility. 
The Honorab le Clayton Hee, Chairperson, the Honorab le S.L. Shimabukuro, and members of lhe 
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It was also common, for Judge Po llack and his stafT of appe llate deputies to 
provide, we, the trial anomeys of the office. advice and research assistance on complex legal 
issues. This counsel was essential in our representation of our clients before the courts. 

In 1987, shortly before Judge Pollack was appo inted State Public Defender, I 
transferred to ou r Hila office. In 1999, I assumed the supervi sion oflhe Hila Office. Obviously. 
during the time that Judge Pollack was the State Public Defender, I worked close ly with Judge 
Pollack. I found him fully accessible to discuss any issues or problems of the office. In these 
discuss ions. Judge Pollack add ressed the issues rati onally and thoroughly. 

It is quite natural to sunnise that being a defense attorney fo r nearly my entire 
career, that my recommendat ion and support of Judge Pollack 's nomination is based on 
perceived philosophical leanings. Th is would not be correct. Rather my recommendation is 
based upon the certainty that Judge Pollack will without question follow the law and interpret the 
constitution with due regard to judicial precedence, all with a clear understanding of how the 
decision of the Court wi ll resolve not only a case in controversy, but also gu ide our courts in the 
future. 

As a trial attorney, we are committed to represent our clients with req ui site sk ill 
and competence. We are sworn to follow the constitution and to protect and preserve those 
rights owing to our clients. It is a tru ism that we as attorneys, however hard we fight, win some 
and lose some. But, ultimately it is the effect that these cases have on real people - the parties 
and the community at large - that is most important. And so it can also be said lhat our appellate 
courts are the fai l safe for real people and our system of justice. There is great comfort in this 
thought. 

In thi s regard, the Hawa ii Supreme Court is a court of last resort under our State 
Constitution. As a court of last resort, we rely on the appe ll ate courts to ensure that justice 
prevai ls. This is certainly my hope in the many of the cases that I have tried . I am fu lly 
confident that Judge Pollack has the courage and wisdom to see that justice is done and in so 
doing, render his du ties as a justice of the Court with distinction . 

Although I am unable to personally attend Judge Pollack ' s appearance before this 
comm ittee and before the fu ll Senate, please consider this written testimony as a statement in rull 
support of Judge Poll ack's confinnation. 

Sincerely, 

lsi Michael M. Ebesugawa 

mme 



Chainnan Sen. Clayton Hee, 
Vice Chainnan Sen. Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, 
Senate Judiciary and Labor Comminec 
State Capital 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: GM t -- Richard W. Pollack for Supreme Court, 
Associate J ustice - In support 
Date and lime of hearing: June 22, 2012 at 11:00 a. m. 

Dea r Chairman Hee, Vice Chairman Shimabukuro, and Members of th e Committee: 

I am writing this letter in support of lhe Honorable Richard W. Pollack fo r 
Associate Justice orthe Supreme Court ofHawai ' i. 

........ 

I have been a public defender for two years and served a one-year clerkship for 
Judge Pollack. 

Upon hearing Governor Abercrombie's appo intment of Judge Pollack for this 
posit ion, I called his chambers to express my congratulations. Judge Pol lack grac ious ly 
accepted the call but quickly cut short any further celebratory chat and ended the 
conversation with a simple, "Thank you." Some may think this response odd, but I 
realized why he was not wi lling to partake in ce lebration at that time. In many ways thi s 
two-word response illustrates the qualities that will make him an excellent Associate 
Justice o f the Supreme Court of Hawai ' i. 

His reply, while onl y two words, is a reflect ion of his thoughtfu lness and carefu l 
approach to issues. Given that the confinnation is still pending and that was not the 
appropriate time for jubi lation. Ln clerking for hi m, I observed and learned the 
im portance of cautious deliberat ion. When we would discuss issues, he would foresee 
the many possible outcomes and not just the most obvious answer. He would take his 
time, often focusing on minute details; a placement of a comma, for example, On many 
occas ions, he would wri te, revise, and re-write findings to most accurately renect the 
ev idence or legal conclus ions. Such mental gymnasti cs never seemed too tedious a task 
for him. He willingly shared his thought process and critical thinking ski ll s with me and 
served as a remarkably men tor in my first job as an attorney, But more importantly fo r 
this Com miuee, it is c lear that this focused, insigh tful, and metered approach to the law 
will translate well to the ro le of a Supreme Court Justice. 

Judge Pollack 's rep ly, wh ile only two words, was genu ine and humble; an 
accurate reflection of who he is. He was clearly a seasoned attorney and a j udge while I 
was just a recent graduate a flaw school, yet he valued my ideas and op inions. He treated 
me with respect. His demeanor did not reflect an a ir of superiority, but instead, 
personified a rea l interest in my input. Moreover, this attitude cont inued in his 
interacti ons with man y individuals, whether they were court stafT, attorneys, witnesses, 



defendants, or hi gh~school students in the gallery. This innate sense of humility and 
respect for others has served him well in the past and if confirmed, he will translate these 
attributes to the highest court of our state. 

Lastly, that two~word rep ly embodies his attitude in general-one of thankfu lness . 
Judge Pollack has a personal appreciation for the State of Hawai' i and the people o f 
Hawai'i. He is proud of hi s wife's Native Hawaiian heritage and supports her as Kumu 
Hula of her Halau. I had the pleasure of attending her annual Hu la show and observed 
him beaming with pride at her accom plishments. Additionally, Judge Pollack would 
speak of his children, raised in Hawai'i , all of whom share an appreciation for the 
wonders of our State. including, hiking, surfing, and hula. As an Assoc iate Justice for the 
Sate of Hawai ' i, Judge Pollack would take special care in his ro le for the state which has 
provided him so much and that he has clearly grown to love. He would ha ve pride in his 
work and rea lize the importance of interpreting the laws of Hawai' i for the people of 
Hawai'i . His connect ion to Hawai'i makes him a particularly appropriate candidate fo r 
this position. 

I respectfully submit thi s testimony in support of appointing the Honorable 
Richard W. Pollack for Associate Justice o f the Supreme Court of Hawai ' i. 

Sincerely, 
Melinda Yamaga 
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Testimony relating to the nomination of confirmation of 
Richard Pollack to the Supreme Court as Associate Justice 

 
Testimony Relating to GM1 

Hearing: Friday, June 22, 2012, 11:00 AM 
Conference Room 016, State Capitol 

 
To the Honorable Clayton Hee, Chair, the Honorable Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice-Chair, 
and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
 
I have the highest regard for Judge Richard Pollack's background, intelligence, ability, 
work ethic, commitment, independence, moral character, and other factors relating to 
serving on Hawaii’s Supreme Court. I strongly urge you to confirm him as an Associate 
Justice. 
 
I am a Professor of Law at the William S. Richardson School of Law where I have 
taught since 1978. I have known Richard for more than 25 years. My early professional 
contacts with him came when he was the Public Defender. We later hired him at the 
Law School as an Adjunct Professor to teach the Criminal Defense Clinic in 1990. He 
was voted by the students as the "Adjunct Professor of the Year" in his last year of 
teaching before being appointed to the bench.  
 
Richard taught at the U.H. Law School for more than a decade before he was appointed 
to the bench. I worked closely with him when he was teaching his clinic, and in a sense I 
was his "supervisor," or at least "advisor," because I am the Co-Director of the Clinical 
Programs. Richard and I frequently worked together to coordinate the criminal 
Prosecution and the Defense Clinics, and our students tried mock trials against each 
other every semester. He now teaches evidence and criminal procedure every year in 
our new, part-time night program at the Law School. Richard and I have worked very 
closely together on the evidence class, which I teach in the day program. We use a set 
of case materials and problems that we have jointly created for the course. 
 
I think Richard's teaching at our school since he became a Circuit Court Judge merits 
special attention. He is the only active state-court judge that teaches at our school.  
He is a real “work-horse.” He has taught evidence four times and criminal procedure 
twice since becoming a judge and now teach both those courses every year. His 
experience as a trial judge greatly benefits his students.  
 
As you might know, it is the policy of the Hawaii Judiciary that state-court judges are not 
allowed to receive pay for any other state work, including teaching as adjuncts at the 
Law School. Before that policy was put into place, several former Circuit Judges taught 
at the Law School when they were sitting judges but all stopped teaching after the no-
pay policy was implemented. (Incidentally, a few other states have such an 

mailto:barkai@hawaii.edu�


 2 

interpretation of their constitutions, but most states do not. Judges are frequently law 
school adjunct professors in other states, and they are very popular with the students.). 
So, Richard Pollack is a “work-horse” who works for no pay if the conditions are right. 
 
Richard not only enjoys teaching, he knows that teaching evidence and criminal 
procedure gives him an even better understanding of Hawaii law and requires him to 
keep abreast of national developments in the law.  His teaching experience should also 
benefit him and his colleagues on the Supreme Court. Every appeal can have evidence 
issues, and about one-half of all published Supreme Court opinions involve criminal 
cases. 
 
I think Judge Pollack's teaching indicates his dedication to high quality legal practice, his 
continued self-improvement, and his commitment to this legal community. It speaks very 
highly of him as a person. 
 
In addition to Pollack’s teaching, he and I have served together on the Hawaii Supreme 
Court's Standing Committee on the Rules of Evidence and have twice served together 
on committees to select the Federal Criminal Defender for Hawaii. In every capacity I 
have worked with Richard over these many years, he has been bright, hard working, 
conscientious, and independent. He has shown a great concern for his work and the 
legal community. 
 
Finally, I want to comment on Richard’s collaborative nature and temperament. 
Although he clearly very independent, moving from the trial bench to the Supreme Court 
will require not only independence, but also the ability to collaborate with other Justices 
to work effectively. I have seen him disagree, do it respectfully, and effectively persuade 
people. He is the kind of guy you are happy to disagree with, because the disagreement 
is not unpleasant, and you learn from him. 
 
Judge Pollack is the only active, full-time state-court judge who has taught at the law 
school in many years. The students, faculty, and administration are very proud of him. 
He cares deeply about legal education and educating the next generation of lawyers. 
We at the law school also care about him, and we support his confirmation as an 
Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. We are honored to be associated with 
him. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of Richard Pollack. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Barkai 
Professor of Law 
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Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Supreme Court as Associate Justice, 

Gubernatorial Nominee, RICHARD W. POLLACK, for a term of ten years 

Friday, June 22, 2012 

11:00 AM 

Conference Room 016 

I write to express enthusiastic support for the confirmation of Richard Pollack as a Justice of the 

Hawai'i Supreme Court . I am confident that Judge Pollack wilt be a first -rate Justice and I base my 

confidence on many factors, including his extensive experience and noteworthy success as a trial 

lawyer and as a judge. What I particularly hope to convey, however, is Judge Pollack's 

extraordinary w illingness to serve others combined with his interest in how law develops and 

directly affects people. 

In fact , Judge Pollack has taught diligently and with noteworthy success at the law School for many 

years, beginning in 1993. He quite clearly has deep kn owledge of the subjects he teaches

Evidence and Crim inal Procedure-and he is able very effectively to convey thei r practical aspects 

as well as the overarching issues involved. 

What makes Judge Pollack's outstanding teaching even more striking is that Judge Pollack has 

taught regularly and very well without any financial compensation . His dedication to public service 

in this way is thus quite remarkable. It is also a testament to his abiding commitment to 

understanding law thoroughly and to passing on his keen understanding with clarity and care. 

In summary, I believe that Judge Pollack is exceptionally well qualified to serve on our Supreme 

Court. I am confident th at he w ill do so with a profound understanding of the Intricacies of law 

and of its d irect impact on the lives of the citizens of Hawai'i. I am certa in that Judge Pollack will be 

an outstanding Supreme Court Just ice and urge you to confirm him. 

Please let me know if I might usefully supply additional details by phone at 956· 6363 or via e·mail 

at sOifer@hawaii.edu. 

Thank you . 

Aviam Soifer 

Dean and Professor 

University of Hawa ii 

William S. Richardson School of Law 
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The County of Hawai'j supports without hesitation the confirmation of the Honorable First 
Circuit Judge Richard W. Pollack as an Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court to 
replace outgoing Associate Justice James E. Duffy Jr. 

Judge Pollack has exhibited exceptional professional conduct during his tenure on the Circuit 
bench. Prior to his appointment, Judge Pollack's record as the State Public Defender was 
outstanding and his work as a lecturer at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, William S. 
Richardson School of Law demonstrates his commitment to excellence in jurisprudence. 

As a Deputy State Public Defender who was appointed to the pos~ion by Judge Pollack, I 
was always impressed with his integrity and moral character, His mentorship and confidence 
in me have played key roles in my career as an attorney and policy maker. 

The State of Hawaii will be well served by the confirmation of Judge Pollack as an Associate 
Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

If you have any questions or need further information regarding my support of Judge Richard 
W. Pollack, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~~-~~. 
Billy Kenoi 
MAYOR 

COWlry orHawll'] IS an Equll! Oppvrtumry Pro~ldcr nnd EmployCJ. 
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The Honorable E. John McConnell ( et.) 33 N. Market Street. Suite 200 
Wailuku. Maui , Hawai 'i 96793 
Maui Phone: (808) 244·6531 
Emull : judgemcconllelt@msn.cor 

VIA FACSIMILE 808·586-7~34 

21 June 2012 

RE: Committee on judiciary and Labor 
Confirmation of Richard W. Pollack as Associate Jus ice of the Supreme Court 

The Honorable Clayton He. 
Chair, Senate Committee on judicia ry and Labor 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Cha irman Hee anu Members of th~ Commi ttee: 

It is my great pleasure to offer this written testimony in s pport of the nomination of 
Richard W. Pollock as Associate Justice of the Supreme C u rt of Hawaii . 

VVhile J se rved as a Circuit Court judge, 1 became familia with Judge Pollock first when 
he headed the Office of the Public Defender and later foil wing his a ppointment to the 
First Circuit Court. We served on variou s comm ittees to ether and I had many 
opportunities to discuss wi th h im issues of law and the f nctioning of the Judiciary. 

Judge Pollack has the intellect and diligence to make a si ificant contribution to the 
Supreme Court. He possesses incisive analy tica l skills an a wide knowledge of both 
criminal and civil law. Equally important, Judge Pollock as a d eep human 
understanding of the role of the Cou rts in Hawaii. His cI aracter and reputation are 
above reproach. 

Judge Pollack has proved to be an able jurist. I am unabl to th ink of a person better 
qualified to serve as Associate justice. 

V;;;;y yours. 

;ra~:C:U~ 
MEDIATION ,ARBITRATION , FACT FINDING 'SPE IAL MASTER APPOINTMENTS 
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ThursdaV, June 21, 2012 3:59:19 PM 

To the Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

I offer testimony in favor of the Confirmation of Richard W. Pollack to the Supreme 
Court of the State of Hawaii as Associate Justice. 

Judge Pollack is uniquely qualified for the position of Associate Justice because he 
not only holds the traits of Integrity, Intelligence, Fairness and Commitment, but he 
also has the gift of Balance. Balance is a characteristic especially important for those 
seeking to serve Hawaii on the State Supreme Court because there, decisions are 
made that impact not only the law of the State but the culture and values which the 
law is intended to preserve and protect as well. 

Evidence of his balance is the recognition by those who know him that he is not only 
a lawyer's lawyer, a judge's judge, but a thoroughly committed member of the 
community as well . Judge Pollack and his family regu larly partiCipate in community 
events as volunteers as well as participants. He has focused his life to a commitment 
to service to the People of Hawaii. 

Being retired from the practice of law, I have no financial stake in this appointment, 
but as a person born and raised in Hawaii with children and grandchildren looking to 
those who will lead us forward, I have a strong interest in supporting the choice of 
those best suited to serve Hawaii . In this context, I strongly urge your positive 
consideration of Judge Pollack's appointment to the Supreme Court as an Associate 
Justice. 

Many thanks to each and all of you for making this special effort to hear this matter 
and for your own commitment to those of us who call Hawaii that special place that is 
our home. 

With thanks and wishes for good health to all, 

Shennan S. Hee, 
First Circuit District Judge, retired 
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Subject: 
Date: 

For Consldefation aM Confirmation as AssocIate Justlce, Gubernatorial Nominee, R/d'Iard S. Pollack 
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 3:34:08 PM 

The Honorable Senator Oayton Hee, Chair 
The Honorable MaileS.l. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Committee on Justice and labor 
Hawaii State Senate 
Conference Room 016 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretanla Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Re: GMI - Hearing on Nomination of Gubernatorial Nominee Richard W. Pollak, to 
the Supreme Court as Associate Justice on Friday, June 22,2012, 11:00 a.m. 

Dear Senator Hee and Senator Shimabukuro: 

I am a retired Circuit Court Judge of the Second Orcult. I have retumed to my former job as a 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney In the County of Maul, and am also a current member of the Board of 
Regents of the University of Hawaii. 

I have known Judge Pollack for a long time. Many years ago, when I was a deputy prosecutor at the 
Maui County Prosecutor's Office and he was still with the Public Defender's Office, I had the opportunity 
to work on the opposite side, specifically in briefs we filed with the appellate courts. 

Judge Pollack Is a brilliant expositor of the facts and the law. He is a man of depth and possessed 
of great character and integrity. Despite his ascent in the legal profession, he has remained truly 
humble. I fully support his nomination and confirmation as an Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme 
Court. 

Respectfully yours, 

Artemio C. Baxa 



June 21, 2012 

The Honorable Clayton Hee, Chair 
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Conference Room 016 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

SUbject : Nomination of Richard W. Pollack as Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the State of Hawaii 

Dear Senator Hee and Members o f the Committee on Judiciary and Labor : 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of 
Judge Richard W. Pollack who has been nominated as Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the State of Hawaii. I served as a Circuit 
Court Judge for over fifteen years until my retirement in December, 
2009. From December, 2000 to December, 2009, I served as the Chief 
Judge of the First Circuit. 

I have known Judge Pollack since he was with the Office of the 
Public Defender . As the Chief Judge, I had the opportunity to work 
with Judge Pollack when he was assigned t o both the Circuit Court 
Civil and Criminal Divisions . Judge Pollack is intelligent and hard 
working. He works collaboratively with other judges and is willing to 
assist other judges whenever needed. He treats the attorneys and 
parties who appear before him fairly and with respect . Throughout his 
judicial career, Judge Pollack has distinguished himself as an 
outstanding judge. 

Judge Pollack's initial assignment was with the Circuit Court 
Civil Division. Although his background primarily involved criminal 
law, he easily transitioned to the civil calendar and demonstrated his 
ability to handle many different types of civil cases effectively and 
efficiently . His decisions were carefully researched and well 
reasoned . 

For approximately ten years, Judge Pollack has been assigned to 
the Criminal Division. In the Criminal Division, he has used his 
e xpertise in criminal law to handle many criminal cases . In addition 
to handling a fu ll calendar, Judge Pollack has served on Judiciary 
committees on evidence and criminal jury instructions. 
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Judge Pollack has been acti vely involved in legal education in 
addition to his duties as a judge. He has served as an instructor at 
the Richardson School of Law for many years holding classes late in 
the afternoon after presiding over a full calendar. He has spent many 
hours after work preparing for presentations as a speaker and panel 
member for state wide jUdi cial education conferences and always 
willingly shares his legal knowledge with other judges. 

I strongly support Judge Pol lack's confirmation and respectfully 
request your favorable consideration of his nomination. I am 
confident that he will contribute significantly to the Hawaii Supreme 
Court if he is given the opportunity to serve as Associate Judge . 

Thank you for considering my testimony in support of Judge 
Pollack. 

Respectfully submitted , 

~>'<-.~ 
Colleen K. Hirai 
Circuit Court Judge (Retired) 



June 21, 2012 

The Honorab le Clayton Hee 
Chair, Com mittee on Judicia ry and Labor 
Hawai i State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Conference Room 016 
Honol ulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Senator Hee and Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Lahor: 

Re: Confi rmat ion of Richard W. Pol!ack as Associate Justice 

Thank you for this opportunity to su bmit testimony in support of the 
confirm ation of Richard W. Pollack as Associate Jus t ice of the Hawa ii State Supreme 
Court. 

I have known Judge Pollack s ince his appointment to the Circu it Court. As 
Deputy Chief Judge farthe civil division, I worked with Judge Pollack on a regular 
basis while he was assigned to the civil divi s ion. He is a conscientious judge with a 
strong wo rk ethic. He is genuinely enthusiastic about his work and is experienced in 
both criminal and civil matters. Judge Pollack has a re putation for his rigorous 
analysis and thoughtful decis ion-making. In his interaction with other judges, I 
found him to be COllegia l, eage r to share and learn from others, and willing to help 
when called upon. He has the characte r and courage to make difficult decisions and 
has demonstrated openness in considering the opinions and perspectives of others. 

Richard Pollack is an experienced, industrious, a nd dedicated Judge. He will 
serve our com munity well as an Associate Jus tice of the Supreme Court. I 
respectfully urge your committee to confirm Judge Pollack's nomination to the 
Supreme Cou rt. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 

Respectfully Subm itted, 

Karen N. Blondin 
Circui t Court Judge (Retired) 
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JUDGE VICTORIA S. MARKS (ret.) 
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June 20, 2012 

The Honorable Senator Clayton Hee, 
Chair, Judiciary and Labor Committee 
The Honorable MaileS. L. Shimaburkuro 
Vice Chair, Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol , Room 407 
415 S. Beretania S1. 
Honolulu , HI 96813 

RE: Testimony in Support of Confirmation of 
Richard W. Pollack as Associate Justice. GM # 1 

Hearing: June 22, 2012 at 11 :00 a.m. 

Dear Chair Hee and Vice Chair Shimabukuro: 

I write in strong support of Governor Abercrombie's nomination of the Honorable 
Richard W. Pollack to serve as an Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

I retired from the Circuit Court bench in November 2009, after serving as a judge 
for 21 years. I had the pleasure of working with Judge Pollack while I was on the 
bench . He has a keen intellect, is exceptionally bright. very thoughtful and extremely 
hardworking. 

He will also bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to the Supreme Court. 
As a Circuit Court judge he presided over both criminal and civil matters. For many 
years he has served as an adjunct professor at the William S. Richardson School of 
Law. teaching criminal procedure. He also served as the State's Public Defender for a 
number of years before joining the bench as a Circuit Court judge. 

I cannot think of a more deserving nomination. Without question, the people of 
Hawaii will be well served with him as a member of our Supreme Court. I strongly urge 
his confirmation. 

Very truly yours. 

l sI Victoria S. Marks 
Judge Victoria S. Marks (reI.) 



THE SENATE 

THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE INTERIM OF 2012 

Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hearing Date and Time: Friday, June 22, 2012, 11:00 AM 

GM 1-Supreme Court as Association Justice Nomination of Richard W. Pollack 

Test imony of Clyde Namu'o on behalf of the Honorable Richard Pollack 

I am very pleased to offer this letter of support on behalf of Judge Richard Pollack' s 
nomination to the Hawaii Supreme Court. I have known Mr. Pollack for a number of years. 

As the Chief Court Administrator of the Circu it Court of the First Circuit, the largest trial court 
in the State of Hawaii, I had the opportunity to work with Mr. Pollack as the State's Public Defender. 
Moving the business of a large trial court forward requires the cooperation of many entities: the 
prosecutor's, the public defenders, and the crim inal and civil bar. Given the number of cases the 
Public Defender's Office is responsible for, they are a significant player in terms of effectively 
managing the courts various calendars. Mr. Pollack was always cooperative . Given the fact that the 
Public Defenders are generally stretched beyond what would be considered an appropriate case load, 
Mr. Pollack tried his best to work with the Court in minimizing disruptions due to schedu ling conflicts . 

When I left First Circuit Court to become the Deputy Administrative Director of the Judiciary in 
1989 I had the opportunity to interact with Judge Pollack at the State legislature. As the State's 
Public Defender, Mr. Pollack had the responsibility for test ifying on various measures which affected 
the criminal statutes . Though we were not usually on the same side of certain issues at the 
Legislature, I found Mr. Pollack to be a fair and well prepared advocate for his clients and potential 
clients. His position was not, let's get soft on criminals ... his position was "Iet's be fair." 

I left the State Judiciary in August of 2001 to become the Administrator of the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs and therefore did not have the opportunity to work with Judge Pollack as Judge of 
the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. I have, though, followed his career over these past several years. 
First, I was pleased to learn that Judge Pollack was assigned to the Civil bench when he first became a 
Circuit Court Judge. Not only did that broaden his scope it also helped to avoid scheduling conflicts in 
situations where he needed to recuse himself because of a real or possible conflict of interest. 

r was very pleased to learn that the Judicial Selection Commission offered Judge Pollack as a 
possible candidate for the position of Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. I know that 
Judge Pollack will continue to be a fair and competent j urist. Over my 31 year career with the State 
Judiciary I have had the opportunity to work with Chief Justice Richardson, Chief Justice Lum and 
Chief Justice Moon. I have also had the opportunity to work with members of the Supreme Court. 
The importance of selecting the very best individuals to serve as members of the Hawaii Supreme 
Court should not be underestimated. Judge Pollack will do an outstanding job. 

Aloha, 
Clyde W. Namu'o 
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Eric A. Seitz, Attorney At Law 
A LAW COltl'OItATION 

June 20, 2012 

Via facsImile to 586·7334 

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senatol' Maile S. L ShImabukuro, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judlclary and labor 
Hawaii State Senate 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Confirmation of HOI). Richard W. Pollack 

Dear Senators: 

No. 1542 

Eric A. Seitz 
Dellil A. Bel3tti 
Ronald N,W, Kim 

o 

Over the more than forty years that I have been practicing law In HawaII I have offered 
testimony on pending judicial nominations on just a handful of occasions, I am moved to do so in this 
Instance because I have known Judge Pollack for Virtually his entire professional career, and I am 
impressed by his many accomplishments as a deputy public defender, as the State Public Defender, and 
as a judge of the First Circuit Court. Judge Pollack is bright, thoughtful, attentive to, and considerate of 
all of the persons with whom hI! comes into contact. He respects others and, in turn, commands 
respect bV his own actions - even from those persons who many disagree with him. A!; well as he has 
performed on the trial bench, I fullV expect that as an appellate judge he will bring great honor and 
distinction to the Supreme Court of HawaII and to the JudIciary branch. 

I recommend Judge Pollack for confirmation without qualifltation, and I will be happy to 
elaborate upon my recommendation upon request. 

Sincerely yours, 

0 4-
Eric A. Seitz 

A2l) MI LILANI STREET SUITE 71-', HONOJ .ULU, tJI\\V,\ [J \)titlIJ ['HONE: (SUS) 533-743~ FI\X: (l:Il~) 545·3608 
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June 20, 2012 

Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol Room 407 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96813 

Or~1OTY L Lul·Kwan 
Patrick F. Me Ternan 
Geolffty K. S. KDmeya 
Sylm J. luke 
Dcnltc: K. H. !Cawiltadti 
Howard G. McPhc:non 
u ..... E. OW: 
Brian 1: Toma 
GrtlfOlY Y. P. Tom 

Re: Support for Confirmation of Honorable Richard W. Pollack as 
Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court 

Date: 
Time: 
Place : 

Friday, June 22, 2012 
11:00 a.m. 
Conf Rm 016 

Dear Chairman Hee and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 

I write in support of the confirmation of Circuit Court Judge Richard W. Pollack for 
the position of Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. I am an attorney 
licensed in Hawaii since t974 . I have interacted with Judge Pollack in different settings 
for many years and am personally familiar with Judge Pollack's qualifications to serve 
as a Justice of the Supreme Court. 

I first met Judge Pollack when we served together on the Supreme Court's 
Standing Committee on Rules of Evidence. After he was appointed a Circuit Court 
Judge, I handled cases presided over by Judge Pollack. Our professional relationship 
spans almost 20 years. 

It has been my experience that Judge Pollack consistently exhibits the very 
highest of judicial abil ities, including knowledge, diligence, dedication, integrity, fairness 
and public service. Judge Pollack will be an excellent addition to the Hawaii Supreme 
Court. His level of preparedness and judicial demeanor have always been at the 
highest level and Judge Pollack has always exhibited the highest degree of 
professionalism as an attorney, judge and during the course of judicial committee work. 

It is well recognized that service today as a circuit court judge presents a 
significant challenge, both physically and mentally, due to the never ending case load 



Honorable Clayton Hee 
June 20, 2012 
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which judges must deal with. Judge Pollack has always made the personal sacrifices 
necessary to approach each case fairly and decisively, with thorough consideration of 
the interests of all parties, making him a model of judicial conduct worthy of respect and 
emulation. Judge Pollack's thorough preparation , fair consideration of all aspects of a 
case, ability to articulate the basis for his decisions, knowledge of the law and 
consideration for all those who appear before him, have earned him universal respect 
as a juriSt. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of Judge Pollack's appointment 
to the Hawaii Supreme Court. It has been both a privilege and a pleasure to submit this 
letter in support. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or 
desire additional information. 

Very truly yours, 

Jb--. :J .th-\ 
JOhn D. Thomas, Jr. (1 

JDT:dtk 
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June 20, 2012 

Chairman, Senate Judiciary COl1llllitlee 
Hawai i Stil le Capitol 
4 15 S. Bcrc tania Street 
Honolulu, Hawa ii 96813 

GrcjlO<Y L Lul-Kv.on 
l'Imic.k F. Me Tcman 
Geoffrey K. S. Komq. 
S)'Ma 1. lulu! 
o.nitc: K. H. KawatIKhi 
Howard G. McPhcl30Tl 
lanni E. Ch.1k 
Brian T Tom3 
G,cJOrY Y. P. Tom 

RE: Consideration and Confirmation ]0 Supreme Court as Associate Just ice, 
Gubernatorial Nominee RICI-IARD W. POLLACK, for a term of Icn years 

Committee Senate Judicia ry Committee 
He;uing Friday. June 22. 2012 
Time 11 :00 a.m. 
Place Conference Room 01 6 

Dcar Chairman Hce and Members of the Senate Judic iary Committee: 

I write in support of the confirmation o f Circuit Court Judge Ric hard W. Pollack for the 
position of Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. I am an attorney licensed in Hawaii 
since 1969. Since Judge Pollack went on the bench, l have appeared before and have handled 
cases presided over by Judge Pollack. 

Judge Pollack is highl y qualified. competent, and able. He has served the judiciary we ll 
and would be an excellent member of the Hawaii Supreme Court. His intell ect, legal ability , 
c1mracter ~lI1d judicial demeanor nre of the highest lewl!,. 

I would appreciate your consideration of my support for confirmation of Governor 
Abe rcrombie 's nominat ion of Judge Po ll ack to the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

Aloha , 

/ 
,Iy 

WKK:dcI 
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ANTHONY H. YUSI 
JENNlFERM YUSIL _______ ____ ----:==;:-;-~ 

8083 PIJHALA RISE 
HONOLULU, HAWAl1 96812 
TELEPHONE= (808) 988-2067 

June 20, 2012 

Commjttee On Judiciary And Labor 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Cruur 
Th.Senate 
The Twenty-Si.xth Legiolature 
Interim Of2012 

Re: The Honorable ffichard W. Pollack 
for Associate Justice of The Hawai'i Supreme Court 
Hearing Date: Friday, June 22, 2012 
Hearinll Time: 11:00 a ,m. 

Dear Committee Members: 

Faxed MAiled: 586-7334 

We are writing in support of the Honorable Richard W. PoUack for the position of 
Asoociate Justice of the Hawai'i Supreme Court. 

We first wish to introduce ourselves to you. Jennifer M. Yusi is a senior partner in 
the law firm of Rush Moore, LLP where she has practiced since 1980. She i. a civil 
litigation attorney with a special emphasiB on workers' compensation defense 
litigation. Anthony H. Yusi has been in private practice as a sole practitioner since 
1984 and his practice presently consists almost entirely of federal criJnjnal defense 
litigation. From approximately 1980 to 1984, Mr. Yusi was employed by the Office of 
the Stete Public Defender. During this period, he served together with Judge Pollack 
a. Stste of Hawai'i Deputy Public Defender.. We provide thie background 
information to demonstrate our interest in the quality of the Judiciary, (lI'8t as 
residents of the Stste and second as active members of the State Bar. 

As lawyers focusing on litigation we are keenly interested in the quality of our 
appeUate judges since their decisions arise out of litigated cases and provide the most 
important guide for our legal practice. 

As an attorney, Judge Pollack has had trial experience both at the district court 
misdemeanor level and at the circuit court felony level during hie tenure as a Deputy 
Public Defender, along with appeUate experience with that office. While with the 
Office of the Public Defender he also gained extensive administrative experience, fJISt 
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as the head of the Office of the Public Defender's Maui office and then as the Public 
Defender for the entire State Office of the Public Defender before being appointed to 
his present position as a Circuit Court Judge where he has preeided over both civil 
and criminal cases. 

No one will question Judge Pollack'. legal intellect or personal and professional 
integrity. He has an unblemished reputation for his dedication and commitment to 
the aims of justice and professionalism. As a Circuit Court Judge his decisions have 
always reflected that of a judge who take. serioUBIy the obligation for reaaoned 
decision-making. He is fair and open minded in his legal analysis and decisions and 
thet is what a party and an attornsy expects and deserve.. In an adveraarial system 
one or more parties will always be disappointed to some extent by the decision of any 
judge or court. That is inherent in the system. More important for the long term 
good than the decision however is the proce... I. it fair? Does it appear fair? Has 
every party been heard? Is the decision well reasoned and supported by rationale? 
Judge Pollack does this well. That i. the benchmark of a superior judge; affording a 
fair opportunity to be heard, competent analysis, and deciding the iMUe - reasoned 
decisions, always candidly explained. 

We urge you to confirm Judge Pollack as our next Associate Justice of the Hawai'j 
Supreme Court. 

Thank you for allowing u. to share our thonghts on a very worthy candidate. 

Sincerely yours, 
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HOWARD K. K. LUKE 
DAVID M. HAYAKAWA 

641 BISHOP STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 

TEL (808) 54!>-5000 
FAX: (808) 523·91 37 

Via Fax No . .' 586-7334 

CommitLt.!t.! on .Iudicitlry and Labor 
State Capitol 
4 15 South Beretani3 Street 
Honol ul U. HI 96813 

June 20, 2012 

Re: GMI Hearing: JUlie 22. 2012 II :00 ' .m. 

Te~limnny in Support of the Confirma1ion of Richard W. Pollack 
For the Po!;ition of ASSQciate Justice of the Suprt:me Court QfHawaii 

Dear Chairman Hee and fellow members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor: 

1 tim writing to provide my enthusiastic support for the confumation of the Hon. Richard W. 
Po llack to the position of Associate J usticc.; ur the Supreme Court of the State of Hnwnii. 

I finit met Judge Pollack in 198 1, when he was a Oeputy Public Dcfcndcr in Honolulu, and J was 
a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney. My recollec6on of Judge Pollack at that time, und in the years 
thElt followed before he was appoinled lO s~rv e as a Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit 
Coun. is of a very inteiligenL and dedicated uLtomey. at both the trial and appellate levels. , 
would de~eril>e Judge Pollack 's oppr:oach to trial work as a public tlefender as being in large part 
cerebral. He would analyze his cases to a fault. This opproo.ch ensutcd. thai Jud"e Pollack's 
odvococy before thc court and juries would be thurough in the analysis of aU peninent fnets, ElS 
well as in the applicotion of tile Jaw to those facts. Judge Pnllack 't\ particular fond" included a 
complete understanding of the rules of evidence and procedure, a. .. well as a thorough ra.miliarity 
with the relevant cases that were most helpful to his client's interests. 

Judge Pollack was not a particularly "na.shy" lawyer. lIe never used showmanship over rhe elear 
statement of the law in attempts 10 pe~u.ude lhc ClIurts tlnd juries beforc whom he 
appeared. From my perspective, hi s approach was far more persuasive. 8~ it cul through 
potentially digressjve matters and went directly to the legal issues at hand. In other words. 
Judge Pollack wcc; a lawyds lawyer. and as such, was demonstrably the best kind of attorney tor 
elevation to the bench. 



JUN-2B-2B12 13 :54 From:HQWARD K KLUKE BOO5239131 To: 58667334 P. 2"2 

Re: GMI Hearing: June 22, 2012 11 :00 a.m. VogcTwo 
Testimony in Support of the Confirmation or Richtud W. Pollack 
Fur the Po:;ition of Associa.te JlL";tice of the Supreme Court or Hawaii 

My CXpcc181ions lhal Public Defender Richard Pollack would be a superb judge have been more 
than fultilled. He is a lrue student and disciple of the law. He is the kind of judge before whom 
any attorncy--cvcn onc who is accomplished in his or her understanding oflhc law-needs to be 
prepared before addre.;;~ing the cuurt. As a trialjudgc, his superb intelJecrual and academic 
qualities were suitably tempered by a down-to-earth understanding and consideration ofthc 
relative interests and concerns of the pro~ution and defense lluvlT1eys who appeared before 
him. as wcll as the parties, wilne::l~s. and members of the june5. He showed greal compassion 
when it wac; appropriale, aml finnness when it was warranted. 

I cannot speak of Judge Pollack as a circuirjudgc in the civil arena. because J never appeared. 
before him in that venue. However. I helieve thllt he enjoys ft very good reputation from those 
whn have appeared before him in that role, as well as in his assigned role a ... an appellate jurist 

The elevation ofJudge Pollack to the Hawaii Suprerm: Court will be the realization of the carct::r 
to which he is most naturally inclined. and of which he is most deserving. The State of Hawaii 
Judiciary will benefit from a body of work thot will constitute thc hightst levels of appeJlate 
unuly:;i:; und articulation, and will be of great service and guidance to tuture generations of 
lawyen\ and judges. Of even greater importan~, it will be of great benefit to the State of Hawaii 
asa whole. 

HOWARD K. K. LUKb 
Attorney at Law 
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Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 

HAYLEYY.C. CHENG 
Attorney at Law 

345 Queen Street. Suite 600 
Honolulu. Hawal'! 96813 

Phone: 608.550.2662. Fax: 808.599.1645 
hayley@cheng-Iaw.com 

Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
And Members. Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawai'i State Capitol 
413 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawal'! 96813 

;808-599-1645 

RE: GM 1-Confirmation of Ridlard W. Pollack as Associate Justice, Hawafi 
Supreme Court -IN SUPPORT 

Hearing: June 22, 2012, 11:00 a.m., Conference Room 016 

Dear Senator Hee, Senator Shimabukuro and Members ofche Committee: 

1 am writing this letter in strong support eftbe appointment of Judge Richard W. 
Ponack to the Hawai'i Supreme Court as an Associate Justice. 

I am an attorney who has been licensed to practice law in Hawaj'j since 2006, and 
have had the privilege oflmowing Judge Pollack for over 6 years. J am. honored to say that I 
served as Judge Pollack's law clerk in 2006 and 2007, and truly believe that he will be an 
Invaluable addition to our State's Supreme Court. 

Judge Pollack approached each case with an open mind, and worked diligently to 
guide all cases through every step of the judicial process. He always treated the attorneys 
and staffwith fairness and respect, and exhibited compassion for both the victims and 
defendants. Additionally, his ability to address and resolve complex and difficult issues is a 
testament to the extent of his legal knowledge and expertise of this field. Judge Pollack's 
meticulous study of the law and his love for this profession, are qualities that will serve the 
Supreme Court well. 

While J clerked for Judge Pollack. J not only learned about the practice of law , but 
more importantly, about having passion for the law. He has an unrivaled level of respect for 
this profession and commitment to justice that will be of great service to the Court and the 
people of Hawai'i. 

It is without any hesitation that I offer this testimony in support of Judge Pollack 
Thankyou for the opportunity to be heard on this matter. 

Sincerely 

~ 

• 11 1 
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Honorable Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Honorable Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
And Members of the Committee 
Conunittce on judiciary and Labor 
Twenty-Sim State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 407 
Honolulu, Hawai ' j 968 13 

RE: WriUen Testimony in Support of Consideration & Confirmation 
to the Supreme Court as Associate Justice, Gubernatorial Nominee, 
Honorable Richard W. Pollack. 

Dear Senator Bee & Members orthe Committee: 

Trecker 
& 
Fritz 
Attorneys At Low 

Collin M, (Marty) Fritz 
Allen K. Williams 
51111.101 
no Mililul Sb"od 
U-III/II, Uo,", ' ; H ll l ·H ) 7 

(lQ'j 'll-)900 
, .. , (101) j 13·16101 
Toll "".e: (IJOO) lJ1-9l«1 
£·mail: ~llJ5ILrW 

Of COlmsei: 
Steven J Trecker 

As a Cit izen of our fine Slate and a thirty-year attorney member of the Hawai 'i State Bar, I am 
honored to provide your Committee with my comments in support of your considerati on of the 
confirmation of Govcrnor Abercrombie ' s nomination of the Honorable Richard W. Pollack, 
Circuit Court Judge, as Associate Justice of the Hawai ' i Supreme Court. 

First, speaking as a citizen of Hawai ' i, I wish to point out that although Judge Pollack is not 
native-born to Hawai ' i, kanaka maoli, he is a Kama 'aina who has embraced our cultural heritage . 
This is not to say one's ethnicity or origin should be a factor when considering the confirmat ion 
ofa Hawai ' j Supreme Court Justice, but we should acknowledge Judge Poll ack's deep respect 
for the people of Hawai ' i, its land, history and ritua ls~ which he exemplifies in his personal and 
professionallifc. 

I beli eve Judge Pollack will uphold and honor the esteemed position of an Associated Justice in a 
manner that accepts and embraces our rich cultural norms. 

I believe that Judge Pollack's appointment to the Supreme Court will be a valuable benefit to the 
Citizens of Hawai ' i, and our future generations. 

From an attorney' s perspective, I believe Judge Pollack has a superior understanding of the law 
and its application. In every case for which I appeared before him as a judge in civil law cases, 
he demonstrated that he understood the facts and the law of the case. No matter ifhe ruled for or 
against my client, I felt justice was being served well. 

It is my experience that he would engaged att orneys in discussions to analyze the current legal 
authorities, and during these di scuss ions. I realized that he obviously researched and reviewed 
more legal authorities than what was presented to the court This is extraordinary for a judgc 
with a busy schedule. but be took thc time to educatc himself and demonstratc to the parties that 
his decision on the matter was a lhoughtful and just decision. 

Judge Pollack would issue wrincn decisions that were dctailed in his analysis of the facts and 
law, and these written decisions provided the parties with a clcar understanding of the court 's 
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reasoning. 1 was never disappointed or troubled by Judge Pollack's rulings and decisions, even if 
it was contrary to our position, because J knew it was based on his superior analysis of the facts 
and law. 

The Citizens will be truly blessed to have this exceptional and fine jurist sitting on the Supreme 
Court ofHawai'i, and I hope my comments are helpful for your consideration of Judge Pollack's 
nomination, and that you will confirm his nomination as Associate Justice of the Hawai ' i 
Supreme Court. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~,?-,~ 
Allen K. Williams 



JUN-20-2012 WED 02:17 PM DAVIS LEVIN LIVINGSTON G FAX NO. 808 545 7802 

MARK S . D AVI S 
~whN~D:aYh t ........ cnm 

VIA FAX: 586·7331 

DAVIS· LEVIN 
LIVINGSTON 

AT T O ItN E YS 
---. I 
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Juno 20, 2012 

COMMI1TEE ON JUDICIARY AI~D LAIIOR 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 407 
415 S. Berctania Street 
Honolu1u, Hawaii 96813 

NOTICE OF REARING: 
Friday, June 22, 2012@ 11:00 a.m. 

Conference Room 016, State Capitol, 415 S. Berctania Street 

P. 01102 

TBL1l'HONlI: (101) 114..,IQO 

Fu: (BoB) )f6-04J3 

N ll lntIIKHLISLAN'DS 

Mw;Sn-7fOU 
H.lwa;'i: 126-}lOO 

K.ooUll'i: 141-6100 

Re: Nomination of RICHARD W. POLLACK for Associate Justice of the Supreme 
l&l!l! 

Dear Senators Hee, Shimabukuro and Members ofthc Committee on JudiCiary and Labor: 

I am pleased, on my own behalf and on behalf of the lawyers in the law firm Davis Levin 
Livingston, to submit our unqUalified and vigorous endorsement for the confirmation of Richard 
W. Pollack as Associate Justice [0 the Supreme Court. I have known Judge Pollack fur many 
years and have had the benefit of practicing in front of him. 1 am quite familiar with both his 
judicial tcmperamc:mt and his scholarship. Judge Pollack is an extnwrdinarily energetic, bright, 
hardworking and scholarly member of the Judiciary. He has an cxcelleotjudicial temperament 
and he will unquestionably be a valuable addition to our Supreme Court. 

I have argued cases in front of him that have resulted in written opinions and I know him 
to be an ent:rgetic, thoughtful writer and a scholar. More so, Judge Pollack: has an ability to 
exude a feeling of fairness and justice for litigants who are in frODt of him. Attorneys. clients and 
members of the public who are in front of rum always feel that they have had their ca!;e carefully 
reviewed and that justice was done. 

I have served as an adjunct professor at the Richardson School of Law along with 
Judge Pollack and T am familiar with his commitment to the public interest, teaChing, and to the 
Richardson School of Law. 
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He is an excellent selection by the Governor and all of US at Davis Levin Living3ton 
strongly urge his confirmation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DAVIS LEVIN L1VlNGSTON 

Partner 
MSD/dm 

P. 02102 
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Paul F. Cronin 
L Rkh:Lrd Fried, JL 
0u:Wi Y. S~k.lf3 
w"yl'I4 K. Ka!lcl~ 
~vid L- falrbo.nb 
John O. ThCllIlllI, Jr. 
Stuan A. Ktmcb 
Ben:S.~ 
ICcJth K. Ii. Youna 

841 Bishop Street, Suitt: 600 
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Telephone (808) 524·1-\33 
ToU FrI;lC 1 (BOO) 227-8601 
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P;atrid: F. M,T~rn:ll\ 
Oeof'frcy K. S. Xomeya 
Syl'lill J. Luke 

VIA FACSIMILE #1-800-586-6659 

The Honorable Clayton Hee 

E·mail d'skf@croninfricd.c:om 
www.croninfricd.com 

June 20, 2012 

Chair, Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Bererani. Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

DcnUc: K. H XDwv.mchi 
Howard a. McPhenon 
1..3Ut:1 E. ~k 
lITlan 1: Toma 
Ortj,'Of'f y, P. Tom 

Re: Consideration and Confirmation to Supreme Court as Associate Justice, 
Gubernatorial Nominee RICHARD W. POLLACK, for a term often years 
Committee Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hearing Friday, June 22, 2012 
Time 11 :00 a.m. 
Place Conference Room 0 16 

Dear Chainnan Hee and Members of the Senate Committee on judiciary and Labor: 

I write in support of the consideration and confirmation of Circuit Court Judge Richard 
W. Pollack for the position of Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. I am an attorney 
licensed in Hawaii since 1968, concentrating on litigation matters. I first met Judge Pollack 
when he applied for the position of Circuit Court Judge, First Circuit, while serving on the 
Judicial Selection Commission (1995-2001). At that time, he was the Public Defender for the 
State of Hawaii. After his appointment to the bench, I had a number ofoccasioDS to serve as a 
mediator in cases in which he was the presiding judge and worked with him to try to settle cases. 
Judge Pollack is an excellent settlement judge who devotes his full energies to a matter and 
spends whatever time is required to try to resolve a case. 

Judge Pollack is highly qualified, competent, and • most able jurist. He is hard working, 
dedicated. diligent, and has served the judiciiMY well. He would be an excellent member of the 
Hawaii Supreme Court. His intellect, legal ability, scholarship, character and judicial demeanor 
are of the highest levels. 
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Judge Pollack brings the experience of a trial attorney (primarily criminal defense) and 
trial judge to our highest court. He is a dedicated student of the law and will bring high intellect 
and legal ability, as well as practical experience to the Court. In my opinion, he would be a most 
welcome addition to the Court. particularly in view of the recent retirement of Associate Justice 
James E. Duffy, Jr. 

I would appreciate your consideration of my support for the confirmation of Governor 
Abercrombie's nomination of Judge Pollack to the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

Very truly yours, 

fi '~/.>i.?/ 
~.'Fairb...;k, '---

DLF:jy 

# 21 2 
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June 19, 201 

To! Senator aayton Hee Chair; 
Senator Mille S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Cflllr, 

Members, Senate Commftte on Judfclary and Labor 

From: Klnanl AWII (Kupuna Waimea Valley) 

Re: AppoIntment of Judge Richard W. Pollack as 8 Justice to the Supreme Court ofthe State of HawaII 

Bvway of Introduction I am Dorothv K. Awa l more well known as Aunty Kananl otWalmea Valley. 

I am writing to you on behalf of tandy Pollack whom I hllVe known for over S years pertaIning to the 
appotntment of her husband Judie Richard W. Pollack itS a Justice on the Supreme Court of the State of 
HawaII. 

I do not know Judge PaUilck thlt' well. but have met him through Cindy. 

Because I know candy to be honest, of good InteKrity, upright, trustworthy, kind and loves her Hawaiian 
culture and is able to do all she does with the support of her husb.md and chlldrenl I can onlv conclude 
the Judee has the same values and supports her. 

I have no doubt that Judse Pollack would be iii strong addition to our State Supreme Court. 

Me ko'u mahalo nul. 

/7i~~Q~' 
~ot~; K.iwa' 

1 
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The Honorable Clayton Hee 
Chairman, Senate Jud iciary Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RE: SUPPORT for Confirmation o f Richard W. Pollack 
for Associate Justice o f the Hawaii Supreme Court 

Date: Friday, June 22, 2012 
Time: 11 :00 am 
Place: Conference Room 016 

Dear Cha irman J-Iee and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 

Palrick 1'. McTerruon 
Ceoffr..y K. S. KQm~ .. 
Syhi. J . Luke 
Denise K. H.IUi ... atachi 
Ho .... ard G. McPilcrj(\n 
Laura E.Oz:.k 

HrianT. Toma 
GIl'gOl)'Y. P. Tom 
Deborah A. Johnson 

I write in SUPPORT of the nomination of Circuit Court Judge Richard W. Pollack fo r 
Associate Just ice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. I am an attorney licensed in Hawaii since 1979 
and am famili ar with Judge Po llack's qualifications to sit as a Justice o f the Supreme Court. 

I first met Judge Pollack when he was an attorney with the Office of the Public Defender. 
Judge Pollack frequently testified at legis lati ve hearings on bills relating to the criminal law. I 
was a member oftbe Hawaii State Bar Associat ion Board of Directors and Chair o f the 
Legislat ion Committee at that time. I frequently testified at the same hearings as Judge Pollack 
and was very impressed with his knowledge of the law, sound judgment and comm itment to the 
judicial process. I also participated in the HSBA Board' s consideration of his appointment to the 
Circuit Court bench. In that capacity I was privy to confidential communications from fello w 
lawyers regarding his qualifications and suitability for judicial service and participated in the 
Board's interview of Judge Pollack. (learned that he was well respected by his peers for his 
superior intellect, integrity and dedication. Support for Judge Pollack was overwhelming. 

Judge Po llack in it ia ll y served as a civil judge after hi s confinnation to the Circuit Court. 
I was involved in a few cases he handled and was very impressed at his ability to handle 
complex civ il issues despite his background as a criminal lawyer. The transition is not an easy 
one. Many lawyers in my office commented on how well he handled that transition. In more 
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recent years, Judge Pollack has served on the criminal bench. His judicial experience on both 
the civi l and criminal courts will serve him we ll on the Supreme Court. We look forward to his 
handling of c ivil matters again. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of Judge Pollack's appointment to the 
Hawaii Supreme Court. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or desire 
additional information. 

Very truly yours, 

2~~~&::.. 
Bert S. Sakuda 

BSS:sb 
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SUITE 1005, FINANCE FACTORS CENTER 
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June 21. 20 12 

Chair. Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Stme CapilOl 
Honolulu. I-Iawai'i 968 13 

Re: Testimony in support or the conti nnation orthe I-I on. Richard W. Pollack 
Hearing Date: Friday. June 22. 20 12 @ 11 :00 a.m. 

Dear Chair ri ce: 

I am submitting thi s testimony to urge your COllllnillcc's favorable considerat ion of the 
I-Ion. Richard W. Pollack for confirmation as an Associate Justice of the Hawa ii Supreme Court. 

Prior to my service as Chief Attorney for the I-louse of Representatives. I had extensive 
experience working wi lh Judge J)o ll ack in hi s role as Public Defender and mine as an anomey 
for the I-Iollse Judiciary COlllmillce. 

What struck me 1110st about Judge Pollack was hi s view that as the Public Defender 
providing inpu t on proposed legis lat ion. hi s advocacy was always focllsed lIpon improv ing the 
j udiciu l system for the betterment of Hawaii as a whole. It became clear to me. as well. that he 
understood and apprec iated the proper role of each branch of government. 

He has a ll of Lhe personal charac teri stics that would bring cred it to our Supreme Court. 
He has a deep understanding orthc law. unquestioned personal integri ty. an unfaili ng work ethic. 
and a temperament that allows him to remain call11 . rationa l. focused and fair regardless o f the 
situat ion. 

If conlinncd. I am confidelll that his tenure as a Justice will be remembered as one of the 
1110s1 di stinguish!.:."d and signi lieanl in I-I aw<li i' s j udicial hi story. 

Sincerely, 



From: ""-""" 
To: JOLT!!sbmony 

S"bject: confirmation Hearing cA Judge Richard Pollack: 
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 2:00:10 PM 

Re Confirmation Hearing of Judge Richard Pollack to the State Supreme Court 
Friday lla.m., June 22, 2012 
Conference Room 016 
State Capitol 

Aloha & Dear Senator Clayton Hee, Chair; Senator Maile Shimabukura Vice Chair; 
and 
Committee Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor, 

We thoroughly support the confirmation of Judge Richard Pollack to a 10-year term 
to serve as a justice on the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

Judge Pollack will uphold the core values and principles of the Hawaii State 
Constitution. He is eminently qualified through professional experience, teaching at 
the University of Hawaii Law School, and the numerous legal articles he has 
authored. 

We are confident Judge Pollack will continue a tradition of jurisprudential excellence 
while serving on the highest court of our State. 

We urge his confirmation. 

Sincerely, 

Joe & Unda Davis 
1930 Alaeloa Street 
Honolulu, HI 96821 
808-732-1771 
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Warren Plica III 
Kenneth T. Okamoto 

Sharon R. Hlmeno 
BetlinaW.J. Lum 

Terence S. Yamamoto 
Robert M. Kahn 

Attorneys at Law 
A Law Corporation 

Counsel 

Robert A. Marks 

Ocean View Center 
707 Richards Street 
Suite 728 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Telephone: (808) 538,"13 
Fax: (808) 533'()S49 

June 20, 2012 

Via email to JDLtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 
The Honorable Clayton Hee and members 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Beretarna Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Confirmation ofHon . Richard W. Pollack as Associate Justice 
of the Hawaii Supreme Court 
GM I, First Special Session of20 12 
Hearing date and time: June 22, 2012, II :00 a.m. 

Dear Senator Hee and members of the Committee: 

We write in strong support of the confirmation of Judge Richard W. Pollack 
to the position of Associate Justice oftbe Hawaii Supreme Court. 

As you will recall from our AG days in the late '80s and early '90s, we were 
actively involved in crimjnal justice legislation, spearheading the Hawaii Law 
Enforcement Coalition ("coalition"). The coalition was comprised of the attorney 
general, county prosecutors and county police chiefs. 

During that time, we would often encounter Judge Pollack, who was then the 
State Public Defender, in opposition to the coalition's legislative initiatives. While 
we often differed, his positions were always cogent and well presented. Judge 
Pollack was always thoughtful and a vigorous advocate on these issues, and we 



The Honorable Clayton Hee and members 
June 20, 2012 
Page 2 

were frequently able to compromise and resolve policy disagreements in a collegial 
manner. 

We have since had the privilege of appearing before Judge Pollack as a 
circuit judge. Again, we were always impressed with his diligence, faimess, 
sophistication, and the clarity of his rulings. 

We have every confidence that Judge Pollack will serve with distinction on 
the Hawaii Supreme Court and urge that he be confirmed. 

Robert A. Marks 



CRUMPTO N & H A NSE N 
ATT ORNE YS fi T LAW 

June 21 , 2012 

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie 
Governor, State of Hawai'i 
Executive Chambers, State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaj'j 96813 

Pioneer Plaza, Suite 1710 
900 Fort Street Mall 

Honolulu, Hawaj' j 96813-3794 

Telephone: (808) 599-9200 
Facsimile: (808) 683-7020 

Charles W. Crumpton 
Direct Une: (808) 599-9201 
Direct Fax; (808) 697-6691 

E-mail: crum pton@chjustlce.com 

Re: Hawai 'j Supreme Court Nomination of Han. Richard W. Pollack 

Dear Governor Abercrombie: 

It is a sincere pleasure and honor to submit this letter in support of the nomination of 
Richard W. Pollack as a prospective Justice on the Hawai 'j Supreme Court. As a 
practicing civil litigation attorney, mediator, arbitrator and faculty and trainer in civil 
litigation, mediation and arbitration in Hawai'i , nationally and internationally for over 
thirty-three years, and having had the privilege of serving as counsel and as mediator in 
civil cases in which Judge Pollack was the presiding and settlement Judge in First 
Circuit Court, I can confirm from first-hand experience that Judge Pollack consistently 
exhibits the very highest of judicial abil ities, knowledge, diligence, dedication , integrity, 
fairness and public service. As an ardent supporter of the Hawai'i Democratic Party, 
your Honor's candidacy and administration, and the core values and public interests 
your Honor and the party promote and serve, for over forty years here, values and 
interests exemplified by such past friends as John and Aiko Reineke, Ah Quon McElrath 
and others, I can also attest without reservation to Judge Pollack 's dedication and 
service to those values and interests. There is no question that he will bring the highest 
abilities, value and credit to the Hawai'i Supreme Court, and will be a Supreme Court 
Justice whose service and contributions will reflect most favorably on the Governor and 
administration , and will be of exceptional value to the community and people of Hawai 'i. 
I would be glad to address any questions or provide any further information that may be 
helpful. 

Very truly yours, 

Charles W. Crumpton 

CWC:nd 



Gregory L. Lul-Kwan 
841 Bishop St., #600 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Telephone (808) 539-9822 

Re: Nomination of the Honorable Richard W. Pollack 
for Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court 

Dear Senators: 

I am writing in strong support of Judge Richard W. Pollack's nomination as 
Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. Judge Pollack has distinguished 
himself at the Public Defenders office where he supervised the appellate filings of 
that office and as a cIrcuit court trial judge. He Is a dedicated public servant and 
a legal scholar whose background makes him well qualified to serve as a Justice 
on the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

I had one bench trial before Judge Pollack on an insurance coverage 
matter and was Impressed with his grasp of the legal issues and mastery of the 
facts. In my view he came to the correct conclusIon in his verdict. 

Thank you for your favorable consideration of Judge Richard W. Pollack 
for the position of Associate Justice for the Hawaii Supreme Court. Please feel 
free to call the undersigned should you have any questions regarding the above. 

Very truly yours, 

0=-?wan 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

THE SENATE 

lSerrt Germain 
IDl.lcstJmooy 

Arst Special Sessiol1 r:J 2012 
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 5:57:2'1 PM 

THE TWENTY- SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

INTERIM OF 2012 

COMMITIEE ON JUDICIAl{ Y AND LABOR 

June 20,2012 

Dear Comminee, 

Today, I'd li ke to recommend my support with regard to the consideration and confirmation 
of Honorable Richard W. Pollack, currently Circui t Court Judge of the First Circu it, to the 
Hawaii Supreme Court. 

My recommendation is a personal one. I have been a long time student of his wife, kumu 
hula. Va lerie Poll ack. She is known to her students as Candy and has taught me many stories 
about these islands and its peoples th rough hula as well as her insight about some of the 
places she has enjoyed growing up here. She is always giving back to the community 
through hu la, dancing at sen ior care homes, teaching implements to school children and 
always there for any of her students that may want to learn a dance fo r a spec ial event in 
thei r fami ly's life. Although thei r ch ild ren have grown and are off to college with the last 
one leaving th is sum mer the stories of growing up here rema in and their fam ily life continues 
wi th exci ting news that she will share on occasion. 

E.very three years our hal au, Na Wahine '0 Ka Hula Mai Ka Pu ' uwa i, puts on a major hula 
show. We practi ce for months and share the perfo rmance with family and friends. Although, 
as Candy says, ' Richard is always working' , I have seen him proudly sitt ing in the aud ience 
at a couple of perfomlances. In the times I have spoken wi th him at family gatherings, I have 
appreciated his ro le and husband and fa ther and can only commend him on balancing the 
responsibility of the pos ition he holds. It is evident to me that he tru ly bel ieves in his work 
and with his wife' s support, the sharing and experiences from these islands he may have an 
understand ing about the State of Hawaii that not all judges have. 

Sincerely with aloha, 

Kerry Germain 

Author/Publisher 

Ha leiwa, Hi 



From: 
To: 
SUbject: 
Oatt!!: 

William H, Lal'lSOn 
JQLTesnmooy 
GMI - Hawal"1 Supreme COurt Nomination ~ Hon. RJchard w, Pollack 
Wednesday, Juot!! 20, 2012 3:51 :02 PM 

June 20, 2012 

Committee on Judiciary and labor 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.l. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

Re : GM1 - Hawai'i Supreme Court Nomination of Hon. Richard W. Pollack 

Dear Senators: 

This leiter comes as a letter of strong support for the appointment of Richard W. Pollack to the position 
of an Associate Justice on the Hawai'j Supreme Court. As a practicing civil litigator, I have served as 
counsel in civil cases in which Judge Pollack was the presiding judge. I am also familiar with his 
general reputation in the community. Judge Pollack consistently has shown the highest level of judicial 
demeanor, competence, intelligence and faimess. Judge Pollack will bring great competence , ability 
and respect to the court as a justice on the Hawai'i Supreme Court, I strongly recommend him for this 
position with no reservations and strongly support this wise appointment for our community. I would be 
glad to provide any further information that may be helpful. 

Very truly yours, 

, I 

William H. lawson, Esq. 
Hawaii Bar #2043 
1188 BiShOp St. 
Suite 2902 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

808-528-2525 



From: 

To: 
Subject: 
DOlle: 

Chas Bou:;loo 

IDl.Testlmooy 

Hearing NotIce JDl 06-22-12 Rlthard PoIIadI 
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 10:'19:06 AM 

To the Senate Judiciary Committee 

It is my honor to submit this communication in support of the confirmation of Richard W. Pollack 

as a Justice on the Hawai'l Supreme Court. 

I worked with and was supervised by Mr. Pollack for over six years at the Office of the Public 

Defender and have had the privilege of appearing before him in civil cases in the First Circuit Court 

over the now more than twenty-two years since as an attorney practicing in civil litigation in 

Honolulu. He consistently exhibits the highest legal and analytic abilities, knowledge, diligence, 

dedication, and integrity. He is fundamentally fair and compassionate. 

His is an exceptional nomination and there is no question that Judge Pollack will be of great credit 

to the Hawai' i Supreme Court. He will be a Su preme Court Justice whose service and contributions 

will leave a record of exceptional value to our community and way of life. I strongly urge that he 

be confirmed as a Justice on the Hawai'i Supreme Court. 

Very truly yours, 

law Offices of Chris Bouslog 

4 Waterfront Plaza, Suite 480 

500 Ala Moana Boulevard 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

18081550-4995 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 

Judith II. f>i)m 
IDLllitimQny 
In Support ~ RIchard PoIlack"S appointment to HawaII Supreme Court! hearl"9 before Sen. Hee and Sen. 
Shimabukuro, 6/22/12 11:00 a.m. 

o.te: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 5:13:44 PM 

Dear Chairman Hee and Vice Chair Shimabukuro; 

I am writing in support of Richard Pollack's confirmation as Associate Justice for the Hawaii 

Supreme Court. I have been a trial lawyer In Hawaii since I graduated from law school in 1977. 

have known Richard Pollack for many years, have practiced in front of him in civil court and worked 

with him as a member of the private bar when he was the State Public Defender. I have always 

been impressed with his intelligence, his impartiality and his excellent work ethic. As the State 

Public Defender, which is a very tough job that requires a true public servant, he took time out of 

his busy schedule to answer my ca lls to discuss issues of criminal law as they related to my cases 

because he was sincerely interested in and committed to elevating the practice of criminal law of 

the bar in general. He invited us to call him, and he really meant itl His advice was invaluable to 

me and my clients In several matters and I appreciated his being true to his word. He is efficient 

and fair minded. He is a good person, an excellent lawyer and judge. I doubt anyone would 

question his integrity ... 1 certainly have complete faith in it. He would be a strong addition to the 

Court and, in my opinion, would add balance which Is always a good thing. 

Thank you for your consideration on this important matter. 

Aloha, Judy Pavey 

Judith A. Pavey 
Attorney at Law 

Starn O'Toole Marcus & Fisher 
A Law Corporation 
Pacific Guardian Center. Makai Tower 
733 Bishop Street, Suite 1900 
Honolu lu, HI 96813 
Email : Jl.ayey@:lt:lrnlaw.com 
Telephone: (808) 537-61 00 
Facsimile: (808) 537-5434 
Website: \\ ww.slarnla" .COID 

NOTICE TO RECIPIENT: THIS E-MAIL IS MEANT FOR ONLY THE INTENDED RECIPIENT(S) OF 
THE TRANSMISSION, AND MAY BE A CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION PRIVILEGED ANDIOR 
OTHERWISE PROTECTED BY LAW. UNLESS AN ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT IS SIGNED BY 
OUR FIRM AND THE RECIPIENT, THIS E-MAIL SHALL NOT CREATE AN ATIORNEY CLIENT 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OUR FIRM AND THE RECIPIENT. IF YOU RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL IN 
ERROR. ANY REVIEW. USE, DISTRIBUTION. OR COPYING OF THIS E-MAIL IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED. PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY OF THE ERROR BY RETURN E-MAIL AND 
PLEASE DELETE THIS MESSAGE AND ANY COPIES THEREOF. THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR 
YOUR COOPERATION. 



..................................................................................... 
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: As required by U.S. Treasury Regulations governing lax practice, you are 
hereby advised that any written tax advice contained herein was not written or intended 10 be used 
(and cannot be used) by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed 
under the U.S. Inlemal Revenue Code or for promoting, marketing or recommending any tax·relaled 
matters addressed herein . ..................................................................................... 



SUSAN L. ARNETT 
1019 Maunaihi PI. #304 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 

June 22, 2012 

RE: GM1: Nomination of Richard W. Pollack to the Supreme Court 
of the State of Hawaii 

Senator Hee and members of the Committee: 

I write in strong support of the nomination of Richard W. Pollack as 
an Associate Justice of our State Supreme Court. I've known Judge 
Pollack as a friend and respected colleague for over twenty-five years. 
He was the supervisor of the Appellate Section of the Public 
Defender's Office when I joined the office in 1985. As such, he was a 
daily resource for our attorneys. He gave advice on the latest caselaw 
and strategies to use in hearings and at trial. He was respected as one 
of the most knowledgeable attorneys in our office. 

When he became the State Public Defender, I began working with him 
on our efforts at the Hawai"i State Legislature. We worked closely for a 
number of years preparing testimony on bills, serving on legislative task 
forces and taking advantage of the opportunity to affect the drafting of 
legislation when we could . I also worked for him as Supervising 
Attorney of our Maui Office where I served from 1998 to 2001 , when I 
returned to our O·ahu office as a Felony Trial Supervisor' 

Since leaving the office to go to the bench, Judge Pollack has 
distinguished himself. He has broadened his expertise by serving as a 
judge on the civil bench. He has continued to remain informed of the 
latest case law in both criminal and civil practice. He has a passion for 
analyzing the application of case law and statutory provisions to each 
factual situation that comes before a court. 

I believe it was Judge Pollack who persuaded the Judiciary to begin 
circulating Memo opinions to all judges. While not precedent for other 
cases, Judge Pollack believed it was instructive for all judges to know 
how the court was deciding individual cases. He is always striving to 
leam more, analyze more thoroughly, delve more deeply into issues . 



He possess a brilliant intellect yet has an ability to apply his intellectual 
analysis to the real life cases that come before a court. I believe that is 
due in large part to his experience overseeing the nuts and bolts cases 
that we handle in the PO office as well as his time on the bench. He 
brings a brilliant mind to the trenches, so to speak. 

It is this passion and his commitment to continual leaming that would 
be such an asset as a member of our highest court. He has an innate 
sense of fairness and a real desire to serve. 

I have tremendous respect for Associate Justice Duffy and regret 
very much that he is forced to leave the bench. But I believe Judge 
Pollack possesses the gravitas to fill the very big shoes that Justice 
Duffy leaves behind. He has demonstrated throughout his career a 
devotion to constitutional protections of our rights and the rule of law. 

Judge Pollack is a fine man, father, husband and colleague in the Bar. 
It is his lengthy judicial experience which establishes his strong 
credientials for this post. I wish I was more eloquent so that I could 
truly convey the strength of this man, his integrity, his commitment to 
the ideals of our State Constitution and how right a decision it would be 
to appoint him to our highest court. 

I do not have enough eloquence to say all that but I do believe it. 
humbly urge you to confirm his appointment to the Supreme Court of 
the State of Hawai' i. I can say with all conviction, he is the best person 
for this position. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this nomination. 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 
DatI! : 

James K!l/e(lcr 
JDtTC$Dmooy 
JUDGE POU.ACK APPOINTMENT 
Thursday, .June 21, 2012 6:37:]1 AM 

I am In italy post world swim champs and was made aware of the possibility of judge pollack going to 
the supreme court. 

I shant be lengthy due to being away and the restriction of the medium of correspondence, i.e. not 
having a secretary to process this message. 

I go back. to when the judge did public representation on mau l. He cared. He was good at what he did. 
He remained good at everything he has done since. 

He Is properly one of the most respected circuit judges we have. His intellect, his pragmatism, 
integrity, his demeanor that gives the bar the feeling of having been fully and fairly heard, singly and 
in combination, comprise a lawyer/judge to whom we can feel good about entrusting a major portion of 
the future of hawaii's legal system. 

Aloha, 

Jim Krueger 



CLAY CHAPMAN 
IWAMURA £,. 

PULlCE l)L 
NERVELL 
Attorneys at law 

June 20, 2012 

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Topa Financial Center, Bishop Street Tower 
700 Bishop Street, Suite 2100 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Tele.808-535-8400 
Fax 808-535-8444 

www.paclawteam.com 
www.pacific-Iawyers.com 

Franklin Don Pacarro, Jr.: Direct (808) 53~8419 
E-mail: dpacsrro@pac/awteam.com 

Re: Testimony in Support of GM1 - Confirmation of Richard W. Pollack for 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of HawaII 

Dear Senators Hae and Shimabukuro, 

I support the confirmation of Richard W . Pollack to the position of Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the State of Hawaii. I have known Judge Pollack for twenty-four 
years when he was a supelVisor and the Public Defender for the office of the Public 
Defender, and as a Circutt Court Judge. I believe he will be an excellent addition to the 
Hawaii Supreme Court, because he brings a wealth of experience from the civil and 
criminal area of law. The combination of both disciplines makes Judge Pollack an 
excellent choice for the Supreme Court. 

As a supervisor and the Public Defender, Judge Pollack has the trial and the appellate 
experience required of a judge to analyze and write sound appellate decisions. I have 
been before Judge Pollack on many occasions Including trial, when I was a Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney and he was a trial judge in the First Circuit of the State of Hawaii, 
and I have found him to be fair and knowledgeable on the law. He will make an 
excellent Supreme Court Justice because he is honest, trustworthy, fair, and 
compassionate. His moral courage is unquestioned and his integrity is impeccable. 

A true judge of a person's character is how that person provides for his family and how 
much that person gives back to the community without regard of receiving recognition or 
reward. I know that Judge Pollack has done both. Judge Pollack has given back to the 

~::f 
AM~""of PACIFIC ....... 

An Affiliation of law Firms Serving the Pacific '.\oith Offices In HawaII . Guam. Salpan . Pohnpei . Marshall Islands. v.wN.pacific-Iav.yElf'S.com 
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community by teaching at the William S. Richardson School of Law without receiving 
compensation. His many years at the Public Defenders Office speaks volumes to his 
commitment to the indigent and the under represented people of the State of Hawaii. I 
know that he is a good family man as well through our shared conversations of famity 
over the years. 

I am confident that if Richard W. Pollack is chosen, he will make an excellent Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Hawaii. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at the numbers and email listed above. 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to comment on his confirmation. 

Very truly yours, 

Clay Chapman Iwamura Pulice & Nerve!! 

Franklin Don Pacarro, Jr., Esq. 



The Honorable Clayton Hee, Chr., and Members 
Hawaii State Senate Judiciary Committee 
Hawaii State Capito l 
Punchbowl and Beretania Streets 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Eden Elizabeth Hifo 
1377 Akiahala Street 
Kailua, Hawaii 96734 
June 19,2012 

Re: Support for Confinnation of Hawaii Supreme Court 
Nominee Richard Pollack 

Dear Senator Hee and Honorable Committee Members: 
J respectfu ll y urge your favorable consideration of The Honorable Richard 

Pollack's nomination to the Hawaii Supreme Court. His wisdom and knowledge, 
particularly of our State Const itution, together with his genuine and scholarly interest in 
legal research and writing make him highly qualified for the position of Associate Justice. 

I have known Richard more than two decades and have the highest regard for his 
professiona lism and integr ity. When he was the State Public Defender we served on the 
Prison Population Commission, the Criminal Jury Instructions Comm ittee, and I believe 
we also worked together on the Evidence Committee. When Richard became a circuit 
court judge in 2000 and was assigned to the civil bench, we met monthly at judges' 
meetings and often exchanged ideas about the law, including discussions of recent 
appellate decisions. Although his practice had been focused on criminal constitutional 
law and our penal code, he immersed himself in the civi l procedures and myriad legal 
theories. He really enj oyed the variety of issues litigated in his court whi le making every 
effort to effectuate reasonable and fa ir settlements of the civ il disputes. 

Richard was always on top of the law and always wi lling to discuss issues. He 
was collegial in every respect and took time to think things through, including the 
implications of any ruling or appellate decision. His legal analysis was reliable, his 
advice sage, and his sense of humor always contributed to the conversations. Indeed, he 
has many times acted as mentor/panel ist/teacher at judicial education seminars and of 
course continues to teach criminal law at our law schoo l. 

Richard is devoted to his fami ly and together with hi s wife raised highly 
accomp li shed child ren, the youngest having graduated from high school this year. I am 
proud to claim them as friends and to have been his colleague . 

Over these years Richard has been honest, straight forward , yet open to others' 
ideas and interpretations. He' s a thinker but also a "do·er," and if confirmed will no doubt 
contribute to the body of law preserving our State Constitut ion through we ll written and 
clear decisions established by the Hawaii Supreme Court. Thank you fo r the opportunity 
10 comment in strong favor of his con finn at ion. 

Very truly yours, 
/signalure/ 

Eden Elizabeth Hifo ("Bambi") 



SHERRY P. BRODER 
Law Offi ces of Sherry P. Broder 

Suite 400, Seven Waterfront Plaza, 500 Ala Moana Blvd., Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: 808-531-1411 

Email : Sherrybroder@sherrybroder.com 

June 20, 20 12 

Chairman Clayton 1-1 , W. !-lee and Comminee Members 
Senate Judiciary and Labor Committee 
Capitol Building 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

JDL Tcstimony@Cap itol.hawai i.gov 

Re: Confinnation Hearing for Judge Richard Pol lack 
Associate Justice, Hawaii Supreme Court 

Friday, June 22 , 20 12, 11 :00 A.M. Conference Room 0 16 

Dear Cha irman Hee and Commi ttee Members, 

This testimony is submitted in strong support orthe con firmat ion of Judge Richard 
Pollack to the posit ion of Assoc iate Justice, Hawai ' j Supreme Court. I have had the honor and 
privilege of knowing Judge Pollack for over 25 years. I have known him as a former law student 
of my husband's. crimi nal defense attorney. the Public Defender, professor at the law schoo l, and 
judge.! consider myself a friend o f Judge Pollack and hi s wife and my ch ildren are friends with 
his chi ldren. Judge Pollack is humble, smart, professional and ethica l and will be an outstanding 
Supreme Court Assoc iate Justice. 

I have practiced law before Judge Pollack.! n my experience, he is wise, fai r, 
com pass ionate and impartial. He has very good judgment and understands the way the law 
works. He has a lways exp lai ned his reasoning and I respect his judgment, even if! did not agree. 
Judge Pollack has proven himself as an outstanding judge, a person of the highest moral 
character, an outstand ing scholar, and a significant contributor to our community. I am 
absolutely confident that he will serve with honor and distinction and continue to make positive 
contribut ions to our community. 

Judge Pollack 's service al lhe Public Defender's Office has been nOlhing short of 
exemplary. The wea lth ofwisdolll and expe ri ence he gained there will enrich the court and 
benefit the people of the State of Hawai ' i. He is the ultimate publ ic servant - a brill iant attorney 
and judge who is knowledgeab le, open·minded, decisive, and consc ientious. 



Judge Pollack had a dist inguished career as an attorney and judge.He is known for 
intelligence, commitment to the rule oflaw, willingness to work very hard, prom ptness, and 
professionalism, ability to manage and be fair and competent in all types of litigation - civil and 
criminal. He always puts the principles of just ice and fairness first. He knows how to apply the 
rules o f court without sacrificing reasonableness in their implementation. He works very hard to 
improve the access to court and hi s courtroom is accessible to the attorneys and to the parties. He 
believes in judicial independence and has the courage to decide cases based on the rule of law 
and the fundamental principle of what is right, moral andjusl. 

Judge Pollack has demonstrated without a doubt that he has the highest inte lligence, 
work-ethic, moral character, and courage. He is dedicated, enthusiastic, organized, and effective. 
He has earned the highest recommendation possible from me. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me should you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

~p~ 
SHERR Y P. BRODER 

2 



1130 N. Nimitz Hwy. , Suite A-254 
HonoluluJ Hawaii 96817 

Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
State Capitol, Room 407 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

June 20, 2012 

RE: Friday, June 22,2012 Hearing on GubernatoriaL Nominee Richard W. 
PoUack for position of Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court 

Honorable Committee Members: 

I write in wholehearted support of nominee Richard W. Pollack as an Associate 
Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court . Richard, now Judge Pottack, was the Public 
Defender who, together with our late First Deputy Public Defender Dean Yamashiro, 
interviewed and hired me back in 1989. All new deputies begin their careers in the 
Appellate Section; at that time, Judge Pollack was both my immediate supervisor, as 
well as the overall head of the Office. Although very quiet and low-key, Judge 
Pollack always maintained extremely high expectations of both himself and those who 
worked for him. His work ethic, and of course his resultant work product, have 
always been exceedingly high . Judge Pollack has always been very "cerebral, n which 
can be intimidating to "baby" deputies. However, he was always very patient and 
maintained a teaching/ professorial approach in editing our briefs. Back then around 
the office, he was often described as (intellectually) brilliant and a "walking 
encyclopedia" of case law, adjectives with which I agree. After cycling through the 
misdemeanor and felony trial sections of our office before returning to the Appellate 
Section nine years ago. I have had some time to experience appellate jurisprudence 
full time. At this pOint, I can think of no better candidate than Judge Pollack to fill 
the current vacancy. 

Judge Pollack's principal strength, as well as I believe his personal interest in 
the law, has always been his omniscient knowledge of the law. In addition to strong 
legal research skills and writing abilities, a must for appellate work, Judge Pollack 
possesses the rare ability to see trends in the law, to envision potential untoward 
consequences of appellate decisions (e.g., recognizing when a ruling might sweep 
unduly broadly beyond what is needed to determine the case at bar), and to 
recognize analogous situations far beyond the "average" legally-trained mind. 
Although I can only Imagine that he has enjoyed the challenges of the circuit court 
bench, presiding over trials, I believe that Judge Pollack's true destiny lies with the 
highest level appellate courts. 



Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Re: June 22,2012 Hearing on Richard W. Pollack for Associate Justice 

of the Hawaii Supreme Court 
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Judge Pollack's integrity and diligence are unquestionably high. I have no 
hesitation in dismissing any concerns that his background as the former State Public 
Defender would make him more sympathetic to the defense in a criminal case; his 
integrity will ensure that his decisions would only be based on the applicable law. As 
to diligence and work ethic, Judge Pollack is one of those rare persons who relishes 
the challenges of researching the issues that come before him. These traits also 
ensure that he is always very well-prepared, and his rulings are well-reasoned . Judge 
Pollack is also practical. He will not take reckless short cuts, but will look for ways to 
do something more efficiently without compromising the end result. These traits 
again speak to his integrity_ He is an honest person, of good moral character, who 
would, without doubt, be an asset to the Hawaii Supreme Court and the state 
community-at-large. 

As to judicial temperament, I have no doubt that Judge Pollack will treat aU 
parties and colleagues respectfully. I have no doubt that he will continue to maintain 
his professionalism both on and off the Bench. That profeSSionalism, together with 
his integrity, will undoubtedly take precedence in his rulings. 

Thank you for considering my comments in your decision. 

Sincerely, 

~J~'ESq. 



From: Lorena Watts 
To; JDI,ll:Sllmpny 
Subject; Re: AppoIntm~t d Judge RldIard W. PoIIiIdl 
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 5:51:07 PM 

This is in support of the appointment of Judge Richard W. 
Pollack as a Justice to the Supreme Court of the State of 
Hawaii 

I have been acquainted with Judge Pollack through his wife 
Candy (Valarie). Candy and I have shared the love of hula 
together for many years. It is through this sharing our families 
also became friends . 
I saw Richards support of Candy and her halau through out the 
years and saw his ability to balance career and family and to 
be available when and where needed and always with a low 
profile. I also saw how he was so good at his roles of Judge, 
son, husband, and father. He did this so competently it was a 
joy to see. 
I can't think of another who could do the job as well as he 
can. He is able to separate work and family comfortably and 
is a joy to be around and know. 
[ was born and raised in Honolulu, went to college in Los 
Angeles, lived for awhile in San Francisco and have been back 
home for many, many years. I love Hawaii and all it stands for 
and Richard respects our culture so effortlessly. He has a 
wonderful , successful family and has done a beautiful job with 
them. 
Mahalo for listening and thinking positive for Richard in this 
appointment 

Loretta Watts 
67-320 Kukea Circle 



Waialua, HI 96791 



June 20, 2012 

Senator Clayton Hee. Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 016 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: Consideration and Confirmation to the Supreme Court as Associate Justice. 
Gubernatorial Nominee. Richard Pollack June 22, 2012 11 :00 a.m. 

1 write in strong support of Richard Pollack's confinnalion as an Associate Justice 
to the Hawai'j Supreme Court. 

As a young attorney I worked for Richard Pollack at the Office of the Public 
Defender. During his tenure, the PD's office was smooth-functioning and provided 
exceptional legal representation to indigent individuals. The attorney training programs 
he implemented were first rate and aided the professional growth of many of the finest 
lawyers pmcticing in Hawai ' j today. 

Prior to his appointment to the First Circuit Court, there was no more experienced 
and skilled appellate attorney in the state. Every appeal filed by the Office of the Public 
Defender was critically reviewed by Richard and required his imprimatur. In the era 
preceding computerized legal research, attorneys conducted research using hard copies of 
the Hawaii Reports. Any attorney who leafed through the Hawaii Reports of the 1980's 
and 1990's was undoubted ly astounded by the substantial number of noteworthy cases 
wherein he played a pivotal role. Richard's appointment to the Circuit Court was much 
applauded, but many of us fe lt that he would be even more valuable to the state as an 
appellate judge. His appointment to the Hawai'i Supreme Court is long overdue. 

Judge Pollack possesses one of the finest legal minds in Hawai'i. He also 
possesses the unique combination of intellectual firepower, puritanical work ethic, and 
good old-fashioned common sense. He is an original thinker and a person who thrives 
when hard decisions are required. Having appeared before him on many occasions, I have 
observed a judicial philosophy rooted in case-by-case, individualized justice. Notably, he 
has shown an easier said than done talent of piercing to the heart of a lega l or fac tual 
issue. There is no question that as a Supreme Court Justice he will demonstrate far
sighted thinking and pen thoughtful and well-reasoned decisions. 

Richard Pollack is an honest, open-minded person. Governor Abercrombie has 
made a wise choice in his appointment of Richard Pollack as the next Associate Justice to 
the Hawai' i Supreme Court. 

Respectfully submitted, 

----T~-'--==-
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June 20, 20 12 

VIA E-MAIL JDL TESTIMONY@CAPITOL.nAwAn.GOV 

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Richard W. Pollack - Confinnation to the Supreme Court as Associate Justice
June 22, 2012 at I I :00 a.m. 

Dear Chair Hee and Vice Chair Shimabukuro: 

With pleasure T am writing on behalf of Richard W. Pollack, who I understand has been 
nominated to fill the judicial vacancy as an Associate Justice of the Hawaii Supreme Court. 
Without reservation, 1 highly recommend Richard for this position. He has always been a 
tremendous asset on whatever cause or endeavor I have had the privilege to work with rum, 

I have known Richard personally and professionally for approximately 24 years, since the 
time when I served as chainnan of the Defender Council, with Richard as the Public Defender. 
During this time, I have found him to have the highest moral character and a great passion for his 
work. I believe Richard possesses the requisite skills, leadership and judicial temperament 
required to serve as an Associate Justice, and will bring a wealth of experience to the bench. 
Therefore, I am writing to strongly support his appointment as an Associate Justice of the Hawaii 
Supreme Court. 

1I0NOUILU "M K ONA 
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1 would be pleased to speak with you personally regarding Richard and his unique 
qualifications. Please do not hesitate to give me a call at (808) 935-6644. 

Very truly your.;. 

CARLSMITH BALL LLP 

cc: Richard W. Pollack 
4129-7351·21 19.1 



RICHARD K. MINATOYA 
P. o. Bo. 1366 

Wailuku .. Hawaii 96793 

TESTIMONY BEFORE 
THE SENATE COMMJTTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 

ON 
GM I . CONFIRMATION OF 

RICHARD W. POLLACK 
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, HA WAn SUPREME COURT 

The Honorable Clayton Hee 
Chair 
The Honorable MaileS.L. Shimabukuro 
Vice Chair 
and Members 
Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Mcmben of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor: 

I STRONGLY SUPPORT the conJinnation of RICHARD W. POLLACK as Associate 
Justice afthe Hawaii Supreme Court . 1 have the pleasure of knowing Judge Pollack for several 
years. I had the opportunity to work against bim as opposing cOWlsel on criminal appeals, and 
with him as a member of the Judiciary's criminal jury instruction committee. 

Judge Pollack has a keen legal mind. He has excellent analytical skills. Most 
importantly, he is fair and patient. In my experience. Judge Pollack was always courteous to 
cO\.UlSel. He would be an great addition to the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

I request tbat the committee RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION ofludge Pollack's 
appoinunent to the full Senate. Thank you very much for the 0pPor1unity to provide thi s 
testimony. 



JASON M. TAN! 
145 Rosebank Place 

Honplu1u, Hawaii 96817 
(808)351-0011 

June 20, 2012 

VIA E-MAIL JDLtestimony@capitoi.hawaii,gov 
THE SENATE 
THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 
INTERIM OF 2012 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICiARY AND LABOR 
Senator Clayton Hce. Chair 
Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

Re: GM I: Measure Title --. Submitting [or consideration and confirmation to the 
Supreme Court as Associate Justice, Gubernatorial Nominee, RICHARD W. 
POLLACK, for a term often years. 

Hearing 
Date: Friday, June 22, 2012 
Time: 11 :00 AM 
Place: Conference Room 016. State Capitol. 4 15 South Beretania Street 

Dear Senator Ace and Senator Shimabukuro: 

I write to you regarding the recent nomination oftbe Honorable Richard W. Pollack to 
the Supreme Court of the State ofHa~aii. I support his nomination 100 percent. 

J have known Judge Pollack for the past 17 years in his capacity as my former boss while 
r was employed at the Office of the Public Defender and while 1 appeared before him as a sitting 
Circuit Court Judge for the First Circuit. 

In my humble opinion, Judge Pollack is well qualified for the Associate Justice position 
as he is extremely intelligent, is of high moral character and is experienced in the appellate court 
process. He also is fair, has terrific judicial temperament, and has an impeccable reputation. Put 
another way, his qualifications are beyond reproach. 

In closing, I wholeheartedly support Judge Richard Pollack' s Domination. Should you 
have any questions, please call me. 

Regards, 



820 Mililani Street, Suite 701 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

Phone 808-536-6260 

Toll-free fax 1-866-339-3380 

lawyer@consumerlaw.com 

A Limited Liability Law Compally 

June 20,2012 

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 

Law Offices of 

JEFF C RABTREE 

Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice-Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: SUPPORTING THE NOMINATION OF RICHARD W. POLLACK 
TO THE HAWAII SUPREME COURT 

Dear Chairman Hee and Vice-Chair Shimabukuro: 

I have been a practicing attorney for over thirty years. I completely support 
Judge Pollack's nomination to the Hawaii Supreme Court. 

I have one story to share which summarizes the type of person and judge 
Richard Pollack is. It was a civil case involving the tragic death of a young 
child. These are often the hardest cases in civil court. Parents and loved 
ones are filled with emotion and anger. How does one value the life of a 
child? How does a judge help the parties reach agreement when they want 
to keep fighting? 

By the time of the settlement conference with Judge Pollack, there was a raft of 
issues to be worked through: several complicated legal issues and potentially 
explosive emotional issues. If he had done the "I am the judge and this is what 
should happen" speech, it never would have worked. More importantly, Judge 
Pollack understood that, and worked toward a real solution, without showing 
power or ego. He impressed everyone with his grasp of the facts of the case, 
his reasoning and analysis on the legal issues, and his personal touch in 
honestly and openly talking with the parents about their feelings. 



We stayed at the courthouse until after 10:00 pm , until every issue was 
decided and with the case resolved by mutual agreement. 

Judge Pollack showed a wide range of skill and abilities that afternoon and 
evening-skill and ability that will serve any appellate jurist well: legal insight, 
persistence, humility, willingness to explore avenues to compromise, and 
incredible patience. I am sure he will bring the same abilities and dedication 
to the Hawaii Supreme Court. We are lucky to have him. 

very~ours, 

~btree 



Law Offices of Joyce K. Matsumori-Hoshijo 

TO: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile Shimabukuro, Vice-Chair 
Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

FR: Joyce K. Matsumori·Hoshijo 

... Wueriront Plaza 
500 Ala Moana Blvd .. Suite 1aO 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 
Phone: (808) 591·9597 

RE: GM I - Testimony in Support of the Nomination of Richard W. Pollack 
as Associate Justice of the Hawai' j Supreme Court 

Hearing date and time: Friday, June 22, 2012@ 11 :00 a.m. 

Dear Senators Hee and Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee: 

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the nomination of Richard W. 
Pollack as Associate Justice of the Hawai'i Supreme Court. I am an attorney in 
private practice and a part-time member of the Hawai'i Paroling Authority. I 
submit this testimony as a private individual. 

I have known Judge Pollack for over twenty-five years. During the years when 
he was the State Public Defender, I was a staff attorney in lhe Appellate Division 
of that office. For a ten-year period (1990-2000), I had the opportunity 10 work 
closely with Judge Pollack in the drafting of appellate briefs and the presentation 
of oral argument before the Hawai'i Supreme Court and the Intermediate Court 
of Appeals. 

Judge Pollack's intellect and knowledge of the law are extraordinary. Throughout 
our working relationship, I was consistently impressed by his in-depth 
understanding of every facet of criminal law and his ability to conceptualize new 
and creative legallheories. As the State Public Defender, Judge Pollack's 
leadership set an inspirational tone for the office. His work ethic was impeccable. 
Through his tremendous instruction and support, he helped all of the attorneys 
markedly improve lheir legal advocacy skills. 
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Over the many years I have known Judge Pollack, I have admired his fairness and 
integrity_ He treats everyone with respect and is one of the most even-tempered 
persons I have ever met. He is a real "family man" and always recognized the 
importance of having a healthy balance between work and home life. 

Judge Pollack is also deeply concerned with the betterment of conditions for 
everyone in our State. From our discussions on broader social issues, I know that 
Judge Pollack truly believes everyone is entitled to equal treatment under the law 
and has a deep commitment to justice for all of Hawai'j 's people. 

I have the utmost respect lor Judge Pollack and believe that he will serve the 
Hawai'i Supreme Court with honor and distinction. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this letter of support. 



WILLIAM D. HOSIDJO 
Email Bhoshijo@aol.com 

To: The Honorable Clayton Hee, Chair 

June 22, 2012 
Rm. 016, 11:00 a.m. 

Members oflbe Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

From: William D. Hoshijo 

Re: a.M. No. I. Supreme Court Nominee Richard W. Pollack 

This testimony is offered in strong support oftbe nomination of Richard W. Pollack to 
the Supreme Court as an Associate Justice. He is extremely bright, and has a sharp legal 
mind. He is bard working and well·respected by his peers. If appointed, he will make a 
fine Associate Justice, much to the benefit of the legal profession and the broader 
community. 

I have seIVed as the Executive Director of the Hawai'j Civil Rights Cornm.jssion (HCRC) 
since 1997, but submit this letter of support as an individual rather than in any official 
capacity. Prior to my tenure at the HCRe, I served for thirteen years as the Executive 
Director ofNa Loia, a nonprofit public interest law organization that provided access to 
services and representation for the immigrant poor, 

I have known Mr, Pollack for more than 20 years, His breadth of experience as an 
attorney, administrator, and judge will be an asset to the Court. As a Deputy Public 
Defender and then the Public Defender, he was responsible for representation of indigent 
defendants in the criminal justice system and administration of the office, He developed 
a special expertise in appellate practice and jurisprudence which he brought to the bench 
when appointed by Governor Cayetano, His excellent writing skills are a reflection of his 
clarity ofthougbt and fmn grasp of legal analysis. He bas a serious demeanor, deliberate 
and judicious. and a scholarly knowledge oftbe law. Perhaps more important, he has a 
deep and abiding commibnent to justice and public service. 

I recommend Richard W. Pollack and support his Domination without reservation. 

Thank you for your consideration. 



KENNETH S. ROBB INS 
JOHN·ANDERSON L. MEYER 
SERGIO RUFO • 

ROBBINS MEYER RUFO 
ATIQRNEYS AT LAW. A I..A.w CORPORATION 

SUITE 2200. DAVIES PACIFIC CENTER 

·~_._lao.-.OI"'L "''''I 
841 BISHOP STREET 

HONOWLU. HAWArl 9681 3 

June 21, 2012 

VIA EMAIL - JDLleslimony@capitoLhawaii.gov 

Senator Clayton Bee. Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol. Room 407 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HawaH 96813 

RE: OM I -Hearing Date: Friday, June22,2012; Time: 1 1:00 a.m. 
Testimony in Suppon of the Nomination of First Circuit Coun Judge 
Richard W. Pollack to the Supreme Coun of the State of Hawaii 

Dear Chairman Hee: 

TELEPHONE: (808) 524-2355 
FACSIMlLE: (808) 526-0290 

www.RobbinsMeyerRufo.oom 
krobbiru@RobbinsMeyerRufo.com 

FED.ID. NO. 99'()175J83 

I have been in practice as an attorney in Honolulu for 42 years. A high 
percentage of my professional practice has constituted trial work on the civil calendar. In that 
capaci ty. I had the pleasure of working with Judge Pollack when he was assigned to the civil 
calendar. 

I had a number of cases with Judge Pollack which resolved before trial, frequenLly 
with Judge Pollack's work as our setUement conference judge. During the setLlement 
conferences and throughout his presiding over the many cases in which I appeared before him, 
including motions practice, etc., I had the highest regard for Judge Pollack's brilliant mind, his 
dexterity in dealing amicably and productively with attorneys and their clients and the 
compassion he exhibited in all of his dealings. 

Immediately before Judge Pollack returned to the criminal coun calendar, I had 
the pleasure of Judge Pollack's presiding over tbe trial of a difficult case, which included a 
quadriplegic injury to a you ng mother. As I was representing the State of Hawai' i, the trial was a 
non-jury triaJ and Judge Pollack was dealing with four experienced, crafty and effective trial 
attorneys. Judge Pollack was the model of what a judicial temperament should be and he 
navigated his way through the difficult legal and factual issues with grace, firmness and insight. 
At the conclusion of the trial, I told Judge Pollack that I would miss him on the civil calendar and 
expressed the hope that he would return to the civil calendar in shan order. 

That has not been proven to the be the case and now that he will, in aU 
probability, ascend to the Supreme Coun of the State of Hawari , my professional contacts with 
him will be less frequent than when he served on the Circuit Coun bench. While this is 
disappointing in one sense, J cannot think of anyone who has more qualities which will serve 
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Judge Pollack and the people of the State of Hawai' i better as a Supreme Court justice than 
Judge Pollack. 

Accordingly, I submit this as my whole-hearted and enthusiastic support for 
confinnation of Judge Pollack as our next Supreme Court justice, 

Very tru ly yours, 

Kenneth S. Robbins 

KS Rl 12-0197 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 
D;!Ite: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

hlloYnNwa 
JDS.Icstlmpny 
testimony In strong support d RIchard W . PoIliICk"s nomNtlon to Hawaii Supreme COUrt 
nu.sday, June 21, 2012 11:"5:5) AM 

Friday, June 
22, 2012 

11:00 AM 

Conference 
Room 016 
State Capitol 
415 South 
Beretania 
Street 

GM 1: Nomination of Richard W. Pollack for Hawaii Supreme Court 

Dear Chair Hee and members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor, 

I am writing in strong support of Governor Abercrombie1s nomination, the Honorable 
Richard W. Pollack, to the Hawaii Supreme Court for a term of 10 years. I was a 
deputy public defender for almost 8 years when Judge Pollack was the State of 
Hawall's public defender. I also witnessed Judge Pollack in a criminal case that 
involved a close family member. 

Richard Pollack has remained steady and consistent through all his years of practice 
and judgeship. He has an even and calm demeanor, exceptional analytical 
reason1ng, tremendous work ethic, superior intellect, remarkable integrity, and a 
deep and profound sense of compassion and fairness. 
He will bring all of these qualiUes to the Hawaii Supreme Court and more. He is the 
legal researcher's consummate legal researcher! He has devoted his life to making 
sure every argument and decision is well researched jf not over-researched, if that's 
possible. I was always amazed that he accomplished everything he did in one day. 

As far as the case I witnessed, he spent time with the defendant to learn more of 
about him as a person before he sentenced him. He wanted to make sure his 
sentence was fair to the crime charged and that it would allow him a fair opportunity 
to rehabilitate himself. Judge Pollack spoke to him in a holistic and human way and 
sentenced him accordingly. He wanted the defendant to learn more about the 
choice and motivation behind his choice than just complying with the terms and 
conditions of probation. Judge Pollack structured the sentencing in a progressive 
way that placed the incentive on attaining his college degree and the success that 
could come from it. Judge Pollack takes the time, and it does take time, to ponder 
and ponder and ponder over every one of his decisions. Hence, his decisions are 
probably the most pondered over decisions in the history of the judiciary in Hawaii. 



I am emphasizing the dedication and diligence that Judge Pollack has shown over 
the years and has gained his strong reputation from. 

I wholeheartedly support Richard W. Pollack's nomination to the Hawaii Supreme 
Court for a term of ten years. 

me ke aloha pumehana, 

Jill L. Nunokawa, Esq. 
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