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No. 5866460 

H, n. Brian . Taniguchi & Committee Members 
S nate Co 'ttee on Judiciary & Government Affairs 
State Capitol- Room 219 

I 
HC!lnolulu, H 96813 

RL Fa'aull a L. To'oto'o 

DL Chair . guchi & Committee Members: 

I +OUld like ° go on record supporting the confIrmation of District Court Judge Fa'auuga 
Tf0to'o so e can be elevated to the Circuit Court. I feel that he is well qualifIed 
blfause he h the legal experience, deputy prosecuting attorney and District Court 
Julige, aud h s actively supported and volunteered for activities benefIting our people in 
th6 communi " especially the young ones. He is a good man who has the empathy to 
d· 1 • • 1 I.$j)ense JU ce Wlse y. 

PI 1 
. .. h hi nfirm' ease cons! er my oplDlon w en you vote on s co ation 

I 
Very truly y 

• .?-'. 



Jul30 1001 :24p Alonzo's At Mililani G.C. 

Fax No. - 5 6-6460 

Jly 30, 201 

Hill. Brian . Taniguchi, Chair & Committee Members 
SJnate Co 'ttee on Judiciary & Government Affairs 

~~:~~to 9~~~m 219 

(808) 625-2256 

Re: T"~Ii!>:can....,t,-,fi",o"-r..>Ci""·...,rc,,,u,.ito.;C::a!.ou,,,rt ....... J~u~:=...lFuaa!!!.!!u~uJia~L!!.. -",T..!!o,-,'o!!t~o'-",o 

Dear Chair aniguchi & Committee Members: 

p.3 

As th co-o",ner of the Mililani Golf Course restaurant, I have had the pleasure of 
meeting Dis 'ct Court Judge Faauuga 1. To'oto'o on several occasions. At each 
mbeting, I w impressed with the dignity of the man. 

After being asked to write this letter, I did some checking to find out about his 
background. I discovered that he has been a District Court Judge for 17 years which was 
prbceded by 0 years as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney. I also discovered that he is not 
rlraid of gett . g his hands dirty. As others may have informed you, he helps preparing 
arid packing £11.tos for about 1,000 homeless living on the Waianae Coast each 

]

1 anksgivin . I have worked alongside him on these occasions. 

Wh ),ou combine all of the above, I believe you have ajudge who will be fair 
d treat all arties equally. . 

tfully request that you confirm Judge To' oto' 0 to the Circuit Court. 

Very Truly Yours, 



Jul30 1001 :24p Alonzo's At Mililani G.C. 

Fax No. 586 6460 

J+30, 201 

Han. Brian . Taniguchi & Committee Members 
S~nate Co 'ttee on Judiciary & Government Affairs 
S;rte Capitol - Room 219 
Honolulu. 96813 

Rl: Fa'aUD L. To'oto'o 

(808) 625-2256 p.4 

Dlar Chair uguchi & Committee Members: 

I ~Ould like 0 go on record supporting the confirmation of District Court Judge Fa'auuga 
To'oto'o so e can be elevated to the Circuit Court !feel that he is well qualified 
~cause he h < the legal experience, deputy prosecuting attomey and District Court 
J~dge, and actively supported and volunteered for activities benefiting our people in 
the commun' " especially the young ones. He is a good man who bas the empathy to 
dibpense ju ce wisely. 

Plrse consi er my opinion when you vote on his confirmation 

Very truly y u..rs, 

Hams Donli 
Mililani, HI 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

TAMAFAIGA TUITELELEAPAGA [tui808@gmail.com] 
Friday, July 30, 2010 12:14 PM 
JGO Testimony 
Senate Committee on Judiciary: for 2 Aug 2010, 130P; Hon. F. Tootoo 

Mr. Chairman, Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government 
Operations: 

Aloha and Talofa! 

I write with the utmost respect to ask that you confirm the appointment of the Honorable Faauuga 
Tootoo to the Circuit Court, scheduled to be heard on Monday, 2 August, 2010, at 1330 hours, Room 
229. 

in the last 10 years, Judge Tootoo has engaged actively as a 'community builder', especially, in 
building Youth! From the public communities of Mayor Wrights to Kaahumanu Homes to 
Kamehameha Homes to Palama Settlement, Judge Tootoo, through conducting 'talk story sessions' 
with Youth on location or hosting them at his courtroom and chamber, has both given 'the Law' a 
human face, further, brought bringing it as a safe and inviting medium of civic participation to many of 
these homes. Educate, equip, and most importantly, empower these Youth so they may continue on 
to provide for their families is at the heart of his living philosophy. Bringing a somewhat dry and 
distant 'law' and fanning it to become a living entity in the relevancy of daily life for these Youth is 
paramount to his commitment. 

In the last five years, Judge Tootoo has taking his love of the law to a statewide level, serving the 
Youth of the Hawaii National Guard Youth Challenge Academy. 'Serving the Youth of Hawaii, 
providing opportunities to teach life skills, creating Responsible, Productive, and Successful Citizens, 
Judge Tootoo found in Youth Challenge's Mission another venue to share both his love, knowledge, 
and commitment to the Law. At the completion of an elaborate election process for Cadet 
Government, Judge Tootoo faithfully commits himself to swearing in these young Cadets to their new 
posts. To many, swearing in a couple of kids may be a nice thing; to Judge Tootoo, his 'commitment 
to the value and the principles of integrity' is transparent. He approaches and conducts the ceremony 
just as if he was entering his courtroom. Integrity and transparency have become characteristics of 
this honorable man. A Cadet will not compromise the Honor Code nor will tolerate anyone who 
compromises it - is a Cadet Living Code that sum up Judge Tootoo's integrity. "Alway do the right 
thing" is a line he preaches to the Cadets. "Lead by Example" is a commitment Cadets strive for, 
accentuating Judge Tootoo's commitment to transparency. 

The Hawaii National Guard Youth Challenge Academy honored Judge Tootoo last year with the 
Academy's prestigious 'Lokahi' Award. The Lokahi Award recipient is awarded for an 'unconditional 
service' to the Youth of Hawaii, especially, to the Cadets of the Hawaii National Guard Youth 
Challenge Academy and their families. This year, through is continuing commitment, Judge Tootoo 
was able to secure financial scholarships for the Cadets of the Academy who were of Polynesian 
descent. He continues to share the Law by hosting Cadets on the Academy's Civics Day. He has 
added inviting other Judges, Defense lawyers, and Deputy Prosecutors, many who Cadets witness 
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them in session, to 'talk story' with the Cadets, sharing their love of the Law and its impact on the 
lives of these Cadets and their communities. 

On behalf of Hawaii's Youth, especially, the many Young men and women who are and have been 
influenced by Judge Tootoo's love of the Law, while they were at Palama Settlement or the Academy, 
together with my peers who are also recipients of Judge's committed influence, I respectfully ask that 
you honor us, your Youth, Communities, with the confirmation of the Honorable Faauuga Tootoo to 
the Hawaii State Circuit Court. 

Mahalo Nui Loa! 

Respectfully, 

Tamafaiga S. Tuiteleleapaga (Kaneohe) 

For: 
Col. (Ret). ad Mrs. George V. Garrett (Kaneohe) 
SgtMaj. (Ret.) T. & Mrs. Tupuola (Ewa) 
CSM Foua T Uini (Kanohe) in Iraq 
1 SG John S. Tuiteleleapaga (Kaneohe) in Kuwait 
CW5 Saimone Tonga (Kaneohe) in Kuwait 
Ms. Robin Kunishige (Kaneohe) 
Ms. Keala N. Kamai (Kaneohe) 
Mr. Charles Chelliah (Kaneohe) 
Mr. and Mrs. B. Janicki (Kaneohe) 
MSgt. (Ret) and Mrs. P. Taua (Wahiawa) 
Mr. and Mrs. Tatum (Ewa) 
Ms. Wendy Koga (Kaimuki) 
Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Lakalo (Kanohe) 
Mr. and Mrs. K. Taylor (Kalihi) 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Marsh (Kaneohe) 
SSgt. (Ret.) and Mrs. M. Fonoti (Waianae) 
SSgt. (Ret.) and Mrs. E. Velasco (Kapolei) 
SSgt. C. Baker (Pearl City) 
TSgt. (Ret.) and Mrs. W. Chung (Aiea) 
SSgt Norman Bartley (Waianae) 
Mr. C. Faulkner (Pearl City) 
Mr. D. Mauga (Ewa Beach) 
Mr. T. Mauga (Ewa Beach) 
Ms. Gloria Mauga (Ewa Beach) 
Mr. Vince Mauga (Ewa Beach) Naval deployment 
Spc. Daniel Sei (Ewa Beach) 
Spc. Leonetta Samuelu (Aiea) 
SFC (Ret.) and Mrs. D. Agbisit (Waianae) 
Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Barcial (Mililani) 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Takiguchi (Aiea) 

2 



Tuiteleleapaga Ohana (Kaneohe-Waianae-Waipahu) 
Solia Ohana (Palolo) 
Fatu Ohana (Waipahu) 
Fonoti Ohana (Nanakuli) 
Tupuola Ohana (Ewa Beach) 
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TORKILDSON. KATZ, MOORE, 
HETHERINGTON & HARRIS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, A LAW CORPORATION 
700 BISHOP STREET, 15TH FLOOR 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-4187 

TElEPHONE (80B) 523-6000. FACSIMILE (80B) 523-6001 

July 30, 2010 J. GEORGE HETHERINGTON 
DIRECT DIAl: (808) 523-5302 

E·MAIL: JGH@TORKILDSON.COM 

By Email: sentaniguchi@Capitol.hawaii.gov 
JGOTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 
State of Hawaii 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 219 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: Consideration and Confirmation to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, 
State of Hawaii, Gubernatorial Nominee, Faauuga L. To'oto'o 
Hearing: August 2,2010,1:30 p.m. 

Dear Brian: 

This letter is to request your support in confirming the appointment of Judge Fa'auuga 
To'oto'o to be a judge of the Circuit Court. I have become personally acquainted with Judge 
To'oto'o over the years, and believe that he will be an excellent judge on the Circuit Court. He 
brings years of experience as a lawyer and judge to this position. Importantly, he adds much 
needed diversity on the Court with his upbringing and his deep Polynesian roots. 

Judge To'oto'o's many activities on behalf of the community, both as to the Polynesian 
community and the larger Hawaii community, demonstrate his genuine commitment and caring. 

The Circuit Court needs diversity in the composition of its judges, and judges with 
different cultural backgrounds and life experiences. I believe that Judge To' oto' 0 will amply 
satisfy both of these critical objectives. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

JGHlbjm 
1217940.VI 

Sincerely yours, 

TORKILDSON, KATZ, MOORE, 
HETHERINGTON & HARRIS 
Attorneys At Law, A Law Corporation 

, 

~~-hvvltr 
J. George Hetherington 

HILa OFFICE .120 PAUAHI STREET, SUITE 312. HILa, HAWAlI 96720-3048. TELEPHONE (808) 961-0406· FACSIMILE (808) 961,3815 



THE LAW OFFICE OF WILLIAM M. DOMINGO 
547 HALEKAUWILA STREET, SUITE 102 

HONOLULU, HA WAI'I96813 
PHONE: (808) 521-4323 

FACSIMILE: (808) 585-9912 
EMAIL: wmdomingo@yaboo.com 

July 29, 2010 

The Honorable Brian Taniguchi 
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol Building 

Re: CONFIRMATION OF FA'AUUGA TO'OTO'O 
Circuit Court Judge, First Circuit 

Dear Senator Taniguchi and members of the Judiciary committee, 

It is with great pleasure that I whole-heartedly give my support for Judge Fa'auuga 
To'oto'o's appointment as circuit court judge. I have known Judge To'oto'o for over 20 years; 
first as adversaries in the criminal courts when he was a prosecutor and I a state public defender, 
and since 1994 as he sat in district and circuit criminal cases. 

Judge To' oto' 0 has proven himself worthy of elevation to the circuit court bench 
by his long tenure in the district court. He has also had the experience of sitting as a circuit court 
judge while other judges were on vacation. He brings to the circuit court bench years of 
experience of being a judge and of judging people. I have always known him to be a no­
nonsense judge who treats ali litigants fairly. His decisions are well-reasoned and he has the 
integrity and strength to stand behind them. 

In closing, senators, the appointment of Judge Fa'auuga To'oto'o as circuit court 
judge will most certainly be an important event for the Judiciary, the constituents of the First 
Circuit and especially the samoan community. As a filipino, I personally know how uplifting it 
is to those under-represented in many areas of society to have a familiar face in the seats of 
justice. I thank you for the opportunity to share my opinions and please feel free to contact me 
should you have any questions or concerns. Mahalo and Aloha. 

'(ours truly, n 
'1VJA.~fr).~ 

William M. Domingo 



JUL/30/2010/FRI 01:57 PM IRON WORKERS UNION FAX No, 808 676 1144 

Fn No. - 586-0006 

JUlle 30, 2010 

Honorable Brian Taniguchi 
Senate Committee. On Judiciary and Govemment Affairs 
State Capitol- Room 209 
Honolulu, HI 95813 

Re: Faauuga L. To'oto'o - Circuit Court Judge Nominee 

Persom,lly, I have been impressed with the Govemor Lingle's appointment of 
Judge Faauuga L. To'oto'o to the Circuit Court. 

P. 001 

As you may know, the Paris ohana annually feeds approximately 1,000 homeless 
on the Waianae Coast, from the Hawaiian Electric Power plant to Makua, on 
Thanksgiving Day. We have been doing it for 25 years. We prepare and deliver the 
bentos consistbg of turkey, kalua pig and other delicacies to the homeless on the 
beaches. Severll years ago, Judge To'oTo'o while serving as the District Court Judge in 
Waianae, found out about our annual project to feed the homeless. He contacted me and 
volUllteered hi~ services to help prepare the feast and deliver the bentos to our less 
fortunate citizens. He has assisted us each year since then. 

As you may also know, he has volunteered his services to various communities, 
from the Waianae Coast to Waimanalo. He is a man who shows much empathy and 
aloha for the less fortunate in our community. 

Based on his personal qualities and his extensive legal background, I believe he 
will make an excellent Circuit Court Judge. I respectfully request that you confirm. Judge 
To'oto'o to the circuit court 

Sincerely, 

Q '7. .-ds:", I:;;;") 
T. George Paris 
Nanakuli, H~ 96792 



JUL/30/2010/FRI 01:58 PM IRON WORKERS UNION FAX No, 808676 1144 

Fax No. - 586-6460 

June 30, 2010 

Hon. Brian T, ':\'aniguchi & Committee Mem~8 
Semate Committee on Judiciary & Govermneirt Affalrs 
State Capitol- Room 219 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o 

Dear Chair TarJguchi & Committee Members: 

! ,:. 
, ~ ~ -, . 

. ~ ~i: _ 
I ,: 

p, 004 

After reviewing the application of Judge To'oto'o, I believe that he is worthy to be 
confinncd as a Circuit Court Judge by your committee and his appoin1mcnt be forwarded 
to the full senate for confinnation. In addition to his tenUl'e as District Court Judge and 
Deputy Prosecuting Attotney, he is a humble man who has given much to his community 
during his hours away from his job. If appointed, we feel confident that he will make the 
proper decisions in the cases that will come before him. 

Please confirm him. The public needs a good man like him to dispense justice wisely. 

Very truly you.rs, 

Ed Nitta 
Lemke,Chinen and Tanaka Inc CPA 



JUL/30/2010/FRI 01 :59 PM IRON WORKERS UNION FAX No. 808 676 1144 

Fax No. - 586-646' 

July 30, 2010 

The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair arid 
Committee Members . 

Committee on Tudiciary and Government Affairs 
State Capitol- Room 219 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

Re: District Court Judge FIlIlUllM 1.. To'oto'tJ 

Dear Chair T8.1uguchi and Committee Members: 

It is with distinct pleasure that I put in my support for District Court Judge Fa'auuga L. 
To'oto'o to become a Circuit Court Judge. 

P. 005 

I have known him for years, and find him to be humble, honest, trustworthy and 
compassionate. In addition, his 27 years of service as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney and 
nistrict Court Judge speak well for his legal backgrOlmd. 

Please confirm this good man to become a Circuit Court Judge. 

Sincerely, 

;i1~(,~ 
Mel Kahcle 
~o,Hav'ai'i96707 



JUL/30/2010/FRI 01:59 PM IRON WORKERS UNION FAX No, 808 676 1144 

FACSIMILE 

Senator Brian Tanigud,i 
Senate Judiciary CQrnmittee 
State of Hawaii i':t·· 

~ _ \ ' . , :: ; t 
Honolulu. Hawaii 968.13' 

I. '._.". : '~ ~; 

July 1.2010 

'. ': :; 

Re: Support of Faauuga TooToo for Circuit Court Judge 

Dear Honorable Senator Taniguchi and Committee Members: 

p, 006 

. I ,-._C,:. ' 

I have knewn many members of the legal community and one of these 
individuals has a'ways reminded me that the Statue of Justi~ is always blindfolded. 
This is to show that Justice i~ blind to colori raCe, gender, money. and that Justice must 
be fair. However, he also told me that Justice must also have oompasslon. 

Faauuga "footoo is this type of person. Personally knowing him I can state he is 
a person that looks at all sides of an issue before stating his beliefs. He is a person that 
cares about what will happen not only to the individual. but his family and the 
community. HO\ovever. he also understands that to protect the community he will need 
to have a firm ami judicious hand. 

I hope that with this in mind that you look favorably to Faauuga Too1oo. I thank 
you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely. 

/~ 
AmoldWong 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 



JUL!30!2010!FRI 01:59 PM IRON WORKERS UNION 

Fax No. 586-646., • ;: ' ,~ 

July 30, 2010 

Hon. Brilm l' l-ra¥~ICln ~ COlnmi:ttee 
Senate cOIJlbiittee,;\?n JUdioiary 
State,Capi" "toli:...R.i:l6fu219 

" ," -)'1') ,:' 

Honolulu,HI96813( ;, ,,' 
:.' ,ri·iU :,: 

Re: Fa~alll!ii! Ll;n'-tito~o 

, , 
:" ' 

Dear Chair Taniguchi & Committee M~: 

FAX No, 808 676 1144 P,007 

j 
:: i ':1" 

Based on his many years of government service, serving as a deputy prosecuting attomey 
and district COlm judge for a total of 27 years, I believe he has learned enough law to be 
able to decide wisely at the circuit court level. At the same time, he is young enough to 
continue to serve the people of Hawaii for a long time. 

As I understand, there has never been a Samoan circuit court judge in the past. He is the 
right person to blaze the trail for other young Samoans who aspire to go into the legal 
profession, 

Mahalo for taking my view into account. 

Very truly yours, 



JUL!30/20 I O/FRI 02: 00 PM I'RbNWORKERS lJIIION 

Fax No. 586-646. ' 

July 30, 2010 
',;: , 

Hon. Brian T, TaDjgtichi &; committee ' 
Slmaw CQIIlDlitteel1gn J~ciary &@o:Y'cmil 
State Capitol ~ RilQm 2'19: 
Honolulu; Hi:96~t31, " 

, ; '. :i;] ::,dJiW,!["r,". 
Re: Pa'au'. L:l\o'*~o 

:;' . 

:', 

Dear Chall: TanigUChi & Committee MembCrs: 

P. 008 

I respectfully r~ that your committee confin:n the nomination <>fJudge To'oto'o to 
become a circuit court judge. Based on his many years as a deputy prosecuting attorney 
and district court judge, I believe he has deveioped the legal background to become an 
effective judge. In addition, he is a good man who has done much good work in the 
community dUJing his hours after work. 

Please conside;: my thoughts when you make a decision on him. 

Very truly YOUl'S, 

(~~(~' 
Brenda G. Nabniatsu 
Mililani, HI 

. :' 

, 
;"" , 

, 
·1 

i" 
, , 
, 
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JUL/30/2010/FRI 02:00 PM IRON WORKERS LtHCl'l 

Hon. c~~~:!~ Senate COlIriffi'te« Ihludi.ciliall'Y 
State Catlitol 
Honolulu. HI 9681~i 

-',1;.< 

!, :<} ;::: 
,., • F' ,', 'J:: L' ,\!1&i'li..' '" " ' 
.l\..C. a:aunn...:..·'~'!!!!!·'o ".', i 

, -1·' :~; ;:-;: •.• ~ 

Dear Chair Taniguchi & Committee Memb<~: 

P,009 

I respectfully l\~uest that YOUl committee confirm the nomination of 1Udge To' oto' 0 to 
become a ciroll it court judge. Based on his, miiny years as a deputy prosecuting attorney 
and district court judge, I believe he has deVeloped the legal backgtoundto become an 
effective judge, In addition, he is a good m8n who has done muchgoo\;Hvorls: in the 
community during his ho'Ul'5 after work. ' 

Please conside:: my thoughts when you makca deciilion on him. 

Very 1ruly yoms, 

(llAA"~ ,f •. I)ljAll~ 
~ya~' 
Aiea,HI 

'. ;l/!~)\ :, 

. : :.~~~;!'!t:. ~:~ -.' < 1;- .. 

" : 

, 
, .; ; , 

-i;:' : 

ill~liii , 
::;. 



JUL/30/2010/FRI 02:00 PM IRON WORKERS UNION p, 010 

,.-j 

'" " 

, Fax #5a:6-646j 

Dear Chair Taniguchi & Committee Members, 

I would like to~o on record supporting the confirmation of District eoUrtJudgc Fa'auuga 
To' oto' 0 to the Circuit Court, I b<::Iicv<:: that he is well qualified beca!lse of.the legal 
experience: thathe possess, his many yearsss,deputy prosecuting ~a)ld District 
Court Judge, :Fe has actively supported and volunteered for many 8.<itiVitj<::/i b<::nefiting 
o~ peopl,e in: tte community, He is a good,~who has the ~r"~wiisdom to 
diSpense justier. for the oppressed.', "i. .: :., : 'i,f :},:" . 

Please consider my opinion when you vote #~ conflnnation. '·.i!:~;I!ij;!'i:r 
'L 

Thank yOu, jl'iJ~'t 
",J!t{f" • 
. ·:~~liB~L,.~!i(.j ~-':). 

. ;"~ll!~I!' ., ... , 
':i:·:.;,r" 

'~I> . 

,·,;tAy;' 

", .,',; 

i; .~ . 

. ,;t:+,'G··"· 
, 
( , 



JUL!30/2010/FRI 02:00 pM . ;I~N'WORKERS UNI()II P,OIl 

. I': 

Dear Chair Taniguchi 

I would like to go on recotd supporting the cOIdinnation of District Court Judge Fa'auuga 
To'oto'o so he can be elevated to the CircuiiCourt, I feel that he is well qualified 
because he has the legal experience, deputY prosecuting irttomey Court 
Judge, and has actively supported and volunteered for activities people in 
the community, especially the young ones. He is a good man who has: empathy to 
dispense justice vvisely. . 

Please consideo.' my opinion when you vote:(),u,his con:fi.t:mation . 

Very 1ruly yoUt's, 

. " ; 
. 'i . 

;~ ,. , I 

.,', .-" . 



JUL/30/2010/FRI 02:01 PM 

. , 

Dear Chair Tanigti!::Iii 

I respectfully r3qUest that your committee~thC ~~~~I~~~~:= become a circuit coUrt judge. Based on his'mlmt years as a 
and district court judge:, I believe he has de:ve~'the legal 
effective judge. In addition, he is a good mati who has done much 
community du.ing his hours after work. ' 

Please conside: my thoughts when youIIlllkCa: decision on him. 
. ," "'- . 

, ~. :; I, • 

. .. ;. 

:i. 

,",' 
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:;jli . l 
'''i-; 
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~ , 

Dear Chair Tariigti,Cm 

I respectfully r~uest that your CoD:unitWc: * 
become a circuit court judge. Based on 

Tn'ntn"nto 

and district cot'rtjUdge, I believe he has de&IilOi~thele~al b!~;~~t:Cottle 
effective judge. In addition, he is a good lrilifi:W!:KlIuI$cl<OrielI 
community dw ing his hours after WOJ.k. 

Please: collSide:: my thoughts whCD you maJ~~~{Qc:c~4~n 

Very truly yOu.s, 

~i~iJ~: 
RoxanDe Sam 
Wahiawa, HI 

.,", 

.~. 

'.;: ~;'~~~g;:; 
'·;hW~i~ 
!.'ii~ :1"'':;:; 

::., J 
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Dear Chair T81iigW::hi 

To'oto'o so he can be to the 
because he hss the legal experience, I would like to go onrecOl:d~E~~~15~~~ai~ 
Judge, and hss actively supported and in 
the community, especially the young ones,· . wb~iij~~Ci:~IhY·to 
dispense: justic~ wi~ly, . 

Please conside:: mY.opinion when yoil v~~I~IJlls cOillfi:ri:cat:iiottii)t: 

'.; 

'·'r 

,. , 

;i· -. 

., 
" .. ' 

.. ",. 
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JULISO/2010/FRI 02: 02 PM 
r: 

\ ·r 

Based on his many years ~f government ~~.seMng as a delnit.lr¢\;)sc~:ing attorney 
and district colmjUdgefor a total of 27 ~~belieVe he has law to bl:: 
able to decide 'lI'isely at the circuit court leVe1::;At thesaD:ie enough to 
continue to ser Ie the people of Hawaii for allOns t:iio.O. 

As I understand. there has never ~ a ~~~9j~~·.~~tj~~~ 
right person to blaze the trail for nth ... vol'll1 

profession. 

Mahalo for tak ing my view into account 

! l".-



VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Douglas Chin 
2423 LanaI Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

Attn: Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

July 30,2010 

Subject: Confirmation hearing of Fa'auuga To'oto'o to the First Circuit Court 

Dear Committee Members: 

I write this letter in support of the Honorable Fa'auuga To'oto'o's nomination to 
the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. Having appeared in his courtroom for several years as a 
deputy prosecuting attorney, I believe Judge To'oto'o possesses the temperament, knowledge, 
qualities and skills that would make him an excellent addition to the First Circuit and an 
outstanding jurist in our community. Judge To'oto'o demonstrates fairness, compassion and a 
no-nonsense style that would serve the public well. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions. 



Jul.30.2010 02:39 2M Joseph Self 

July 30,2010 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Senator Dwigilt Y. Takamine, Vicc Chair 
Senate Judiciary Committee 

Dear Senators:. 
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My name is Jcseph Self Jr.; I am presently assigned as a Special Agent with the 
Investigation Division of the Department of the Attorney General. I am also a retired 
Police Officer from the Honolulu Police Department of thirty-four years. 

I am strongly ill favor of District Court Judg;e Faauuga To'oto'o being; appointed to the 
Circuit Court. 

I had the distil?ct honor of working with Judge To'oto'o when he was a Deputy 
Prosecutor wit'! the City and County of Honolulu Prosecutor's Office. He is a very 
knowledgeabk person and was instrumental in me as well as other police officers advice 
and direction that produced successful prosecution during my carecr. 

I had many delJings with Judge To'oto'o on a professional as well as a personal level. I 
found him to b! a very great family man and community leader. He is always available 
to help others, during his off time. 

He has been a ;~eat asset to the Judiciary and the State of Hawaii and would be terrific I.' 
addition to the Circuit Court. 

I strongly, recc.mmend that he be appointed to the Circuit Court. 



July 30, 2010 

The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 
State of Hawaii 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Consideration and confirmation to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, 
State of Hawaii, Gubernatorial Nominee Faauuga 1. To'oto'o 

Dear Senator Taniguchi: 

I have known Faauuga To'oto'o for at least twelve years as both a Prosecutor and 
a District Court Judge. I have always admired Judge To'oto'o as an honest, fair and 
respectable individual. As a retired Honolulu Police Detective assigned to the Homicide 
detail, Judge To'oto'o was always placed the public's welfare as a means to determine 
the amount of bail to be set for a Homicide Suspect. He did this still keeping in mind the 
Rights of the individual. 

I also have the pleasure of knowing Faauuga To'oto'o on a personal basis. Again 
he is a great Husband and Father juggling his busy professional schedule with his 
personal life, meeting and exceeding the needs of both. 

Faauuga To'oto'o would be a definite asset to the Circuit Court as a Judge as I am 
confident he would serve with integrity and fairness. 

Sincerely, 

Allan C. Castro 

Retired Honolulu Police Department Homicide Detective 
Current Special Agent with the State Attorney General's Office/ Investigations Division 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Lepelia.A. Lelu li@courts.state.hi.us 
Friday, July 30, 20102:50 PM 
JGO Testimony 
Support Letter for Judge To'olo'o 

To the Honorable Senator Taniguchi and Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on 
Judiciary and Government Operations. 

This letter is in support of the Honorable Judge Fa'au'uga To'oto'o for Circuit Court Judge. I have known 
Judge To'oto'o for the past eight years as an employee of the First Circuit Court, Adult Client Services 
Branch. I am the supervisor for the Family Court TRO Unit. 

In the years that I have known Judge To'oto'o, he has shown himself to be an honorable man who has a 
deep love and respect for the people of Hawaii. He is known to be rather tough with litigants who break 
the law, while at the same time showing compassion when making difficult court decisions. 

As a member of the Lumana'i Scholarship program, I've known 'Fa'au'uga' to be a person that goes 
beyond the call of duty to provide an opportunity to young people in fulfilling their college dreams. In his 
few years leading 'Lumana'i', his tireless efforts have made a remarkable impact on the Samoan 
community, rallying the support of an entire community to see that young Samoans are afforded an 
opportunity to not only go to college, but to make life better for themselves as well as the Hawaii 
community as a whole. This enthusiastic support is largely due to Faauuga's integrity and the trust he has 
earned from the community. 

It is my hope and prayer that Judge To'oto'o will be selected to the Circuit Court. It will be a historical 
event especially for the Samoan community worldwide. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tia Letuli 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Vince.S.Kanemoto@hawaii.gov 
Friday, July 30, 2010 3:12 PM 
JGO Testimony 

Subject: Testimony For First Circuit Court JUdicial Nominee The Honorable Fa'au'uga To'oto'o 

TESTIMONY FOR: GM 3 - JGO Committee Hearing 
DATE: Monday, August 2,2010 
TIME: 1 :30 p.m. 
PLACE: State Capitol Conference Room 229 

RE: Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, 
Judicial Nominee The Honorable FA'AU'UGA TO'OTO'O 

Position: IN STRONG SUPPORT 

Submitted by: Vince S. Kanemoto 

To the Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair, the Honorable Dwight Y. Takamine, Vice Chair, and members of the 
Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations: 

I strongly support the nomination of District Court Judge Fa'au'uga To'oto'o to the circuit court bench. I have known 
Judge To'oto'o for twenty years. He and I worked together at the city prosecutor's office during the 1990s, and we remain 
friends today. Judge To'oto'o was a good trial prosecutor, and he performed well on the district bench whenever I 
appeared before him. He is a diligent and conscientious individual. Moreover, he is ethical, honest, intelligent, and I have 
personally witnessed his outstanding temperament on the bench. Although Judge To'oto'o was not a civil practitioner 
before he became a judge, he has gained extensive knowledge relating to the civil law during his longstanding tenure on 
the district bench. For these reasons, I humbly ask that this committee confirm Judge To'oto'o's nomination to the circuit 
court. Thank you very much for your consideration of my testimony. 

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any review, use, disclosure, or distribution by unintended 
recipients is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Chang, Cecelia [cchang@honolulu.gov] 
Friday, July 30, 20103:41 PM 
JGO Testimony 
Letter in Support of Circuit Court Judicial Nominee: Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o 

July 30, 2010 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Judiciary and Government Operations Committee 
State Capitol· Senate 
State of Hawai'i 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

Hearing: Judiciary and Government Operations Committee 
Confirmation of First Circuit Court Nominee Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o 
Date: Monday, August 2, 2010 
Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Room: 229 

Re: Letter Supporting Confirmation of the Honorable Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o 

To The Honorable Chair and Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations: 

I am writing to express my sincere and unqualified support for the confirmation of nominee Fa'auuga 
To'oto'o to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawai'i. 

Judge To'oto'o is highly regarded by attorneys for his professionalism, impartiality, courtroom 
efficiency, and steadfast work ethic. He is knowledgeable in the criminal law and procedural rules, and he 
applies them with intelligence, fairness, honesty, compassion and integrity. Judge To'oto'o has a decisive, 
pragmatic and sensible approach to case management appropriate for the high volume of cases in District Court. 

Judge To'oto'o's judicial manner is balanced and fair. His rulings reflect a respect for our Constitution, 
and he rightfully holds the State to its burden of proof. At the same time, he holds accountable those convicted 
of crimes and renders sentences appropriate to the crime, the offender, and the victim without political bias or 
favor. 

In his leadership role as the first "Weed and Seed Judge", Judge To'oto'o worked with Chief District 
Court Judge Marcia Waldorf (ret.) to implement innovative court procedures that led to the establishment of the 
Weed and Seed Court in 1999, significantly reducing crime in the ChinatoWll·Kalihi·Palama area. His 
contributions were integral to the success of this collaborative, multi·agency initiative. In 2004, the United 
States Department of Justice awarded a National State Coordination Honor Award to the key partnering 
agencies, including the State Judiciary. A decade later, the Weed and Seed Court and procedures that he helped 
to implement are still in place and continue to serve Honolulu's most disadvantaged communities. 

In the 14 years that Judge To'oto'o has served as a First Circuit District Court Judge, he has never 
forgotten his humble roots (he was an orphan, raised by his sister, moved to Hawaii from Samoa, grew up in 
poverty, and educated himself on a football scholarship). He is an active volunteer in the community. He is a 
good person whose life is dedicated to the community he serves, and I believe that is of foremost importance. 

1 



Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Cecelia C.Y. Chang 

Cecelia C.Y. Chang 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Department of the Prosecuting Attorney 
Community Prosecution Program 
1060 Richards Street, 10th Floor 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 
Phone: (NEW) (808) 768-7475 
Fax: (808) 768-7515 
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JGO Hearing 08-02-10 1:30pm 

Testimonial for Judge Fa'au'uga L. To'oto'o 

To: Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

Fr: Agaese Robert Tago 

P.O. Box 6204 

Pago Pago, AS 96799 

To the Committee, 

I am writing in support ofthe nomination of Judge Fa'au'uga L. To'oto'o to the Circuit Court of 
the First District in the State of Hawaii. I am a nephew of Judge To'oto'o and reside in Pago 
Pago, American Samoa. I have of course known him all my life and along with the rest of our 
family have followed his career and have been extremely proud of him every step ofthe way. 
His whole life has been focused on completing his education without letting anything side track 
him. Even being a star athlete never pushed him off his path to reach his goal of becoming a 
lawyer. One of the things I have admired about him is he is very low key and enjoys working on 
his plantation out in Waimanalo when he is not involved with his other interests mostly sports 
and as of late many community service activities. We don't get to see him as much here in Pago 
Pago but he does make the trips when he can to be here for important family functions. Family 
is very important to him especially with our Samoan heritage, family is always number one. It's 
interesting to see him with his siblings since he is the youngest but still has to listen to his elders 
even with his position but enjoys every minute of it. There are times when you are the Chief but 
other times when you are the Indian and he enjoys both roles. Whenever he is around all of us 
younger nieces, nephews and cousins his focus is always on making sure to remind everyone on 
the importance of education, hard work and honesty. Seeing him become a Circuit Court Judge 
would make us all proud not only as a family but as a community. It's good to see successful 
Samoan role models to offset the influence of gangs and drugs that have become a part of our 
society. Young kids can see even growing up here in a small island community you can be 
successful here or anywhere else in the world by working hard and focusing on your education. 
Samoan youth can see that if they work hard they can become lawyers, doctors or anything else 
they want to be. Most of our Samoan youth see either sports or the armed forces as a way to 
get ahead so it's always good to see successful Samoans in other areas such as Judge To'oto'o, 
Mufi Hannamen and Senator Betham for example. 

I humbly ask for your support for my Uncle Judge Fa'au'uga To'oto'o in his nomination to the 
First Circuit Court of Hawaii. 

Fa'afetai Tele Lava 

Agaese Robert Tago 



July 29, 2010 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Chair, Senate Judiciary and Government Operations Committee 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Consideration of Fa'auuga To'oto'o for the Circuit Court of the First 
Circuit 

Hearing scheduled August 2, 2010, 1 :30 p.m. 

Dear Senator Taniguchi and Senate Committee Members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter in support of Judge Fa'auuga 
To'oto'o's consideration for the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. As the Division Chief of 
the MisdemeanorfTraffic Division of the Honolulu Prosecutors Office, I have had the 
opportunity to appear before and observe Judge To'oto'o presiding in District Court. 

Judge To'oto'o understands the law and the dynamics of dealing with an 
extremely high volume of cases. He efficiently manages his courtroom and calendar, 
and does not hesitate in making decisions fairly. In District Court, our newly admitted 
deputy prosecutors embrace their very first opportunities to appear in court and litigate. 
Judge To'oto'o is always fair, firm, and provides learning opportunities for growth. 

Judge To'oto'o embraces the value of family and displays a sense of public 
service through his community activities. He has proven that he is committed to serving 
the public. For all these reasons, I support the judicial nomination of Judge Fa'auuga 
To'oto'o. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 768-7400. 

Very truly yours, 

Renee R. Sonobe Hong 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Pati Kickland [patricia.kickland@gmail.comJ 
Friday, July 30, 20104:01 PM 
JGO Testimony 
GM 3; Nomination of Fa'auuga To'oto'o 

To: THE HONORABLE BRIAN TANIGUCHI, CHAIR 
SENATE JUDICIARY AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
Twenty-fifth State Legislature 
Interim of2010 
State of Hawaii 

From: Patricia Kickland, individual capacity, patricia.kickland@gmail.com 

Date: July 30, 2010 

RE: GM 3; Nomination of Fa'auuga To'oto'o 

I am writing to support the appointment of Fa'auuga To'oto'o to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. I 
am a deputy prosecutor for the City and County of Honolulu. I knew Judge To'oto'o when I prosecuted cases 
in District Court at the beginning of my career in 2006 and 2007. 

Judge To'oto'o has a strong personality, a strong sense offaimess, and a strong sense of humor. I 
greatly appreciated his efficiency in running his courtroom. He is a realistic and pragmatic man who works 
hard and strives to make legally correct decisions. I support his appointment and hope you will consider him 
favorably. 
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The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Committee on Judicial and Government Operations 
State of Hawa ii 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RE: Consideration and confirmation to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, 
State of Hawaii, Gubernatorial Nominee Faauuga L. To'oto'o 

Dear Senator Taniguchi, 

I have known Judge Faauuga L. To'oto'o for over twenty years. I first met him when he was a 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney and I was a detective assigned to the Criminal Investigation Division of the 
Honolulu Police Department. 

During my twenty years as a detective with the HPD, I was involved in numerous felony 
investigations in which then DPA To'oto'o was the assigned trial prosecutor. During these trials, I 
became very impressed with his pretrial case preparation, and with his calm and professional courtroom 
demeanor. He also had a reputation for being fair, compassionate, thorough, and was highly respected 
within the law enforcement community. 

I believe that Judge To'oto'o would be an asset to the Judiciary as well as to the State of Hawaii, 
and I strongly recommend his confirmation to the Circuit Court ofthe First Circuit. 

Sincerely, 

Michael T. Tsuda 
Robbery/Homicide Detective 
Honolulu Police Department (Retired) 
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Hear~ng of August 2, 2010 at 1;30pm Conference Room 229 
Set by the senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

This letter is in f~vor of the confirmation of the Honorable Fa'au'uga 'I'o'oto'o. 

As one saying goes, "all good things must come to an end." The 
undersign, are the aailiffs and Court Clerks of the District Court of 
the First Circuit ~ho work directly with Judge 'I'o'oto'o on a daily 
basis. It has been a pleasure to work in an env~ronment where there 
is calm and organization, where court decorum is of great importance. 
An environment where everyone is treated ~~th fairness and equality, 
and where the law ~e interpreted and enforced with clarity. This is 
the type of environment that is consistent of Judge To'oto'o's 
courtroom, 

It haa h'een Ii privilege to work closely with the Honorable 
Judge, and many of us have learoed many lessons about life and about 
the law. Whether it be humility or empathy, or whether it is 
clarifying a legal situation, Judge To'oto'o is always a willing 
teacher and an understanding leader'. Although we will miss all thh, 
we feel that he will be of much more value to the people of Hawaii, 
as being confirmed as a Circuit Court Judge. His sense of fairness and 
impeccable judgment sets him above the rest and would be extremely 
beneficial in the Circuit Court level. Much can be said about the Honorable 
Judge 'I'o'oto'o'a character. For those of us who have the pleasure of working in 
his courtroom, we can look forward to smooth and efficient proceedinga. Judge 
'I'o'oto'o runs a tight ship, although he runs it with kindness, understanding and 
patience. He encourages and inspires staf,f and shows his 'appreciation 
for the hard work and patience that is required in the day to day 
funct~onB of court proceedings. He always takes into consideration the 
diverse spectrum of court attendees and knows exactly what to ,say to 
help sase the anxieties, nervousness and uncertainty. His knowledge 
of the law is outstanding as well as his willingness to share that 
knowledge with those who seek guidance. 

One point to be recognized about the Honorable Judge is that he is respectful 
to all and is highly esteemed by many in the community. From police officers to 
attorneys to advocates and such, Judge To'otO'o is admired by many. 

The Honorable Judge To'oto'o has shown in many ways his concern for 
the Youth of Hawaii. Whether it is in a court proceeding, in 
Chambers, or in an outside activity such as his work with the Lumana'i 
Scholarship Program, Judge 'I'o'oto'o's compassion and care for the young people 
of Hawaii is evident. He does not just sit on the Bench and give the last 
word, he genuinely cares about those who stand before him and goes out 
of the way to find out the backgrounds and situations of those 
individuals that may require extra guidance. 

Judge To'oto'o is also diligent about h~s work with youth Challenge. 
When he speaks to these youths, the positive effect he has on them by 
their reaction and their responses are quite amazing, He shares his own 
youth experiences with many young people and tells especially of the 
obstacles he faced in high school and in college, how a young man from 
a little group of islands aChieved success from hard ~ork, 
perseverance and not giving up, Judge To'oto'o has counseled young 
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defendants on the irnpor~ance of school, grades, helping a~ home and 
showing respect ~o parents and elders. He understands that young 
people will make wrong choices, but he is also mindful that their age 
is no excuse to keep making those wrong choices. 

Although we, the Bailiffs and Court Clerks of District Cour~ will 
miss JUdge To'oto'o, we wish him all the beat in his confirmation 

P. 111 

process as a Circuit Court Judge. Although his loss will be felt at District 
Court, the gain of his presence will be felt at Circuit Court. We ask that 
you do a great justice to the State of Hawaii and confirm the Honorable Judge 
Fa'au'uga To'oto'o as a Circuit Court Judge. 

Respectfully, . 
The District Court BailiffS and Court Clerks 

~ 
tN·~· 
~~ 
!J-h~~ 
~~----' 

~. 
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RICHARD NAIWIEHA WURDEMAN 
Attorney at Law, A Law Corporation 

333 Queeu Street, Suite 604, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Telepbone: (808) 536-0633 * Fac5imile: (808) 536-0634 

e-mail: mwurdeman@mwlaw.com 

July 30,2010 

VIA Facsimile: 586-6659 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Chair, Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations 
State Senate 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: GM 3, Consideration and Confirmation to the Circuit 
Court of the First Circuit. The Honorable Faauuga L. To'olo'o 
Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations 

PAGE 01/01 

Hearing: Monday. August 2.2010. 1 :30 p.m. Conference Rm. 229 

Dear Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Committee of Judiciary and 
Government Operations: 

I am writing in support of the confirmation of the Honorable Faauuga L. 
To'oto'o as a Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit. 

I have appeared before Judge To'oto'o in numerous cases over the last 
several years. Judge To'oto'o has always been a fair, honest, knowledgeable 
and decisive judge who has always been respectful to both litigants and 
attorneys. He has done an outstanding job, in my opinion, as a district court 
judge and I recommend him, without any reservation, to serve as a judge in the 
First Circuit Court. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

. hard Naiwieha(Wurdeman 



July 24, 2010 

TO: Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

Re: Judge Fa'au'uga To'oto'o 

WE ARE VOTING RESIDENTS OF THE STATE OF HAW All AND WE WANT TO 
SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF JUDGE FAAUUGA L. 
TOOTOOTO SERVE ON THE CIRCUIT COURT. JUDGE TOOTOO HAS ALWAYS 
BEING VIEWED AS A HARD WORKING, HONEST, STRICT, AND FAIR ON THE 
BENCH. HE IS DEDICATED TO IDS FAMILY, CHURCH COMMUNITY, 
VOLUNTEER SERVICES TO THE HOMELESS, SAMOAN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
PROJECT, HOME FARMING, AND ATHLETE. WE WOULD BE HONORED TO 
HAVE JUDGE TOOTOO SERVE OUR STATE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

ALL OF US WITH OUR SIGNATURES BELOW ARE IN FULL SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNOR LINGLE'S NOMINATION OF JUDGE TOOTOo. 

"I. Goo on <.f 
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July 26, 2010 

TO: Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

Re: JUDGE FAAUUGA L. TOOTOO 

WE ARE VOTING RESIDENTS OF THE STATE OF HAW AlI AND WE WANT TO 
SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF JUDGE FAAUUGA L. 
TOOTOOTO SERVE ON THE CIRCUIT COURT. JUDGE TOOTOO HAS AL WAYS 
BEING VIEWED AS A HARD WORKING, HONEST, STRICT, AND FAIR ON THE 
BENCH. HE IS DEDICATED TO HIS FAMILY, CHURCH COMMUNITY, 
VOLUNTEER SERVICES TO THE HOMELESS, SAMOAN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
PROJECT, HOME FARMING, AND ATHLETE. WE WOULD BE HONORED TO 
HAVE JUDGE TOOTOO SERVE OUR STATE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

ALL OF US WITH OUR SIGNATURES BELOW ARE IN FULL SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNOR LINGLE'S NOMINATION OF JUDGE TOOTOo. 

VOTING DISTRICT 
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July 26, 2010 

TO: Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

Re: JUDGE F AAUUGA L. TOOTOO 

WE ARE VOTING RESIDENTS OF THE STATE OF HAW AlI AND WE WANT TO 
SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF JUDGE FAAUUGA L. 
TOOTOOTO SERVE ON THE CIRCUIT COURT. JUDGE TOOTOO HAS AL WAYS 
BEING VIEWED AS A HARD WORKING, HONEST, STRICT, AND FAIR ON THE 
BENCH. HE IS DEDICATED TO HIS FAMILY, CHURCH COMMUNITY, 
VOLUNTEER SERVICES TO THE HOMELESS, SAMOAN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
PROJECT, HOME FARMING, AND ATHLETE. WE WOULD BE HONORED TO 
HAVE JUDGE TOOTOO SERVE OUR STATE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

ALL OF US WITH OUR SIGNATURES BELOW ARE IN FULL SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNOR LINGLE'S NOMINATION OF JUDGE TOOToo. 

I 



July 29, 2010 

TO: Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

Re: JUDGE F AAUUGA L. TOOTOO 

WE ARE VOTING RESIDENTS OF THE STATE OF HAW AIl AND WE WANT TO 
SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF JUDGE FAAUUGA L. 
TOOTOO TO SERVE ON THE CIRCUIT COURT. JUDGE TOOTOO HAS AL WAYS 
BEING VIEWED AS A HARD WORKING, HONEST, STRICT, AND FAIR ON THE 
BENCH. HE IS DEDICATED TO HIS FAMILY, CHURCH COMMUNITY, 
VOLUNTEER SERVICES TO THE HOMELESS, SAMOAN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
PROJECT, HOME FARMING, AND ATHLETE. WE WOULD BE HONORED TO 
HAVE JUDGE TOOTOO SERVE OUR STATE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

ALL OF US WITH OUR SIGNATURES BELOW ARE IN FULL SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNOR LINGLE'S NOMINATION OF JUDGE TOOTOO: 

~aA"rL.P I ~~~. 
~r~ PVI/t~ 

r(l7tL ( 

VOTING DISTRICT 
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July 24, 2010 

TO: Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

Re: Judge Fa'au'uga To'oto'o 

WE ARE VOTING RESIDENTS OF THE STATE OF HAW All AND WE WANT TO 
SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF JUDGE FAAUUGA L. 
rOOrOOTO SERVE ON THE CIRCUIT COURT. JUDGE TOOTOO HAS AL WAYS 
BEING VIEWED AS A HARD WORKING, HONEST, STRICT, AND FAIR ON THE 
BENCH. HE IS DEDICATED TO IDS FAMILY, CHURCH COMMUNITY, 
VOLUNTEER SERVICES TO THE HOMELESS, SAMOAN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
PROJECT, HOME FARMING, AND ATHLETE. WE WOULD BE HONORED TO 
HAVE JUDGE TOOTOO SERVE OUR STATE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

ALL OF US WITH OUR SIGNATURES BELOW ARE IN FULL SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNOR LINGLE'S NOMINATION OF JUDGE TOOrOa. 

NAME & ADDRESS VOTING DISTRICT 



July 29, 2010 

TO: Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

Re: JUDGE F AAUUGA L. TOOTOO 

WE ARE VOTING RESIDENTS OF THE STATE OF HAW All AND WE WANT TO 
SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF JUDGE FAAUUGAL. 
TOOTOO TO SERVE ON THE CIRCUIT COURT. JUDGE TOOTOO HAS ALWAYS 
BEING VIEWED AS A HARD WORKING, HONEST, STRICT, AND FAIR ON THE 
BENCH. HE IS DEDICATED TO IDS FAMlL Y, CHURCH COMMUNITY, 
VOLUNTEER SERVICES TO THE HOMELESS, SAMOAN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
PROJECT, HOME FARMING, AND ATHLETE. WE WOULD BE HONORED TO 
HAVE JUDGE TOOTOO SERVE OUR STATE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

ALL OF US WITH OUR SIGNATURES BELOW ARE IN FULL SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNOR LINGLE'S NOMINATION OF JUDGE TOOTOO: 

VOTING DISTRICT 



July 29, 2010 

TO: Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

Re: JUDGE F AAUUGA L. TOOTOO 

WE ARE VOTING RESIDENTS OF THE STATE OF HAW AIl AND WE WANT TO 
SHOW OUR SUPPORT FOR THE NOMINATION OF JUDGE F AAUUGA L. 
TOOTOO TO SERVE ON THE CIRCUIT COURT. JUDGE TOOTOO HAS AL WAYS 
BEING VIEWED AS A HARD WORKING, HONEST, STRICT, AND FAIR ON THE 
BENCH. HE IS DEDICATED TO HIS FAMILY, CHURCH COMMUNITY, 
VOLUNTEER SERVICES TO THE HOMELESS, SAMOAN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
PROJECT, HOME FARMING, AND ATHLETE. WE WOULD BE HONORED TO 
HAVE JUDGE TOOTOO SERVE OUR STATE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

ALL OF US WITH OUR SIGNATURES BELOW ARE IN FULL SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNOR LINGLE'S NOMINATION OF JUDGE TOOTOO: 

NAME & ADDRESS VOTING DISTRICT 
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Cronin. Fried, Sekiya, Kekina [) Fairbanks 
Attorneys at Law. A Law Corporation 

Paul F. Cronin 
L. Richard Fried, Jr. 
Gerald Y. Sekiya 
Wayne K. Kekina 
David 1. Fairbanks 
John D. Thomas, Jr. 
Stuart A. Kaneko 
Bert S. Sakuda 
Keith K. H. Young 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Chairman, Committee on Judiciary 
and Government Operations 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 219 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

841 Bishop Street, Suite 600 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-3962 

Telephone (808) 524-1433 
Toll Free 1 (800) 227-8601 
Facsimile (808) 536-2073 

E#rnail cfskf@croninfried.com 
www.croninfried.com 

July 30, 2010 

Re: Recommendation of Judge Faauuga T. To'oto'o to the Circuit 
Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii 

Dear Senator Taniguchi: 

Gregory L. Lui·Kwan 
Patrick F. McTernan 
Geoffrey K. S. Komeya 
Sylvia J. Luke 
Denise K. H. Kawacachi 
Howard G. McPherson 
Laura E. Ozak 
Brian T. Toma 
Gregory Y. P. Tom 

I was very happy to learn that Judge Faauuga To'oto'o was recommended to be a 
Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit. I truly believe he will be an even more valuable 
asset now to the Judiciary as a circuit court judge. I have known Judge To'oto'o for 
many years and I have always found him to be a very humble person with a sense of 
humor and a great legal mind. In my opinion, he has the temperament, demeanor and 
judicial skills to be an outstanding circuit court judge and that he will make the Judiciary 
proud that they have him. Therefore, I respectfully request that you confirm the 
nomination of Judge Faauuga To'oto'o to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of 
Hawaii. 

SAK:lcf 

Very truly yours, 

4/~-wr-/t~ 
Stuart A. Kaneko 
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Attorneys at Law· Brian A. Costa· James A. DeLacy 
Union Plaza· 1136 Union Mall· Suite 603 . Honolulu· Hawai'i . 968.13 

Phone: (808) 550-4207 or (808) 550·4208 Fax: (808) 550·4209 

July 30, 2010 

Senate Judiciary and Government Operations Committee 
Hawaii State Senate . 
Hawaii State Capital 
415 South Beretania.Street, RODIn 229 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Governor's Message No.3 
FA'AUUGA L. TO'OTO'O, Nominee for Circuit Court of the First Circuit 
Hearing Set for Monday, August 2,2010, at 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room 229 

Dear Chair Taniguchi, Vice-Chair Takamine, and Members: 

Good afternoon Chair Taniguchi, Vice-Chair Takamine and Members ofthe 
Senate Judiciary and Government Operations Connnittee. My name is Brian A. Costa and I am 
testifying today in support ofthe confinnation of Fa'auuga 1. To'oto'o to the Circnit Court of the 
First Circuit. During Judge To'oto'o's tenure as aDistrict Court judge for the District Court of 
the First Circuit, he bas consistently demonstrated the qualities and judicial temperament 
necessary to serve as a judge and, in my opinion, would make an excellent Circuit Court judge. 

It is in his capacity as ajudge of the District Court ofthe First Circuit, tbat I have 
bad the opportunity to appear before him on numerous occasions. I have practiced law in the 
State of Hawai.'i as a deputy prosecuting attorney for the City and County of Honolulu, as a law 
clerk for Justice Simeon R. Acoba, Jr., and I presently practice law as a criminal defense 
attorney in a small law firm. As such, I have had the unique opportunity of appearing before 
Judge To'oto'o as both a,prosecutor and a defense attorney. Intllese various appearances, I have 
argued motions, and als,? had trials before Judge To'oto'o. It has been a pleasure to appear before 
him as he always listens intently to the evidence and arguments of counsel, and rules 
accordingly. In addition, at the District Court there are usually numerous cases on the court 
calendar eacb day and Judge To'oto'o has always disposed of the cases in'an'expeditious and fair 
manner. 

A judge must possess integrity, moral courage, legal ability, experience, 
intelligence, compassion, fairness, diligence, decisiveness, and judicial temperament. His 
integrity and moral courage are beyond reproach. In my experience, Judge To'oto'o has an 
excellent grasp of ilie law" 'aJ;1d he possesses the ability to make quick decisions based upon the 
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applicable law and f~cts. In addition, he has always exhibited an even·and calm temperament 
when dealing with difficult and/or contentious legal matters. 

Judge Toioto'o has extensive experience in criminal law and has civil experience 
as welL Judge To'oto'o has approximately sixteen years experience presiding over varions cases 
in the District Court, and another ten years of experience prosecuting cases as a deputy 
prosecuting attorney. It would be a great asset to our judiciary to get a Circuit Court judge with 
such extensive experience. 

I believe· that Judge To'oto'o possesses the skills, knowledge, and wisdom 
necessary to serve as a Circqit Court judge. For these reasons, I strongly urge you to canfinn 
Fa'auuga L. To'ato'o to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. 

Thank you fot the opportunity to provide my comments. 

Sincerely, 

COSTA & DeLACY 
A Limited Liability Law Company 

~ d' ?fv~( ~=-
Brian A. Costa 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Fituina_ Tua@hip.uscourts.gov 
Friday, July 30, 20104:28 PM 
JGO Testimony 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Kevin_ Teruya@hip.uscourts.gov 
Fa'auuga To'oto'o - letter of support 

Mr. Brian T. Taniguichi 
Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Hawaii State Legislature 

Dear Mr. Taniguichi and Committee Members: 

I am writing in favor of the Honorable Fa'auuga To'oto'o for circuit court judgeship with the State 
of Hawaii Judiciary. For this purpose, I feel its appropriate to share my thoughts about Fa'auuga 
To'oto'o for whom I have known for more than 15 years. Personally, I have over 20 years experience 
in the Judiciary working as a state and federal probation officer in states of Massachusetts and 
Hawaii. I have spent most of my life working with people who are involved in the judicial system -
victims, offenders, lawyers and judges. 

In starting this letter, I thought about the question that was asked to President Barack Obama 
about the type of justice that he would want for the United States Supreme Court. President Obama 
stated that he "".wanted somebody who's got the heart to recognize, the empathy to recognize what 
it's like to be a young teenage mom; the empathy to understand what it's like to be poor or African­
American or gay or disabled or old." By that President Obama meant someone who had real 
compassion for the needs and suffering of people and not necessarily someone who was just a top 
legal scholar and rendered flawless legal opinions rulings. 

I truly believe that Judge To'oto'o is that someone who has the heart and intellect to recognize 
empathy for all of those who come before the Court. Judge To'oto'o understands the struggles of life 
for those who are less fortunate and for those who are fortunate. He has empathy for the victim, for 
the offender, for the police, for the community, and for justice. I have known Judge To'oto'o as an 
Assistant Honolulu Prosecutor for the City and Country of Honolulu and for the State Judiciary as a 
district court judge. He has also presided in felony cases for Judge Michael Town in circuit court. I 
have had the opportunity to observe Judge To'oto'o in court on many occasions, as well as, listening 
to others in the community who have spoken about him. Interesting enough, the comments that are 
often mentioned about him are: he has control of the courtroom, decorum is important to him, he 
treats people with respect (offenders, families, attorneys, police, staff), he is stern but fair, he respect 
peoples handicap of the system and provides guidance from the bench, he appears to be a 
compassionate person, he holds police and attorney's accountable, he counsels offenders from the 
bench, he is patient with new attorneys and assist them from the bench, and he has the ability to deal 
with unruly people (offenders, lawyers, police, agencies, and general public) in a professional and 
respectful manner, he protects and assures due process for offenders regardless of ethnicity, he 
presents a confidence posture of his ability to understand and administer the law, he presents an 
"open-mind" and understanding of complex issues, he is also stern on "timeliness" such as the use of 
court time and on matters regarding rules of the court and procedure. Opposing comments I have 
heard are: he is too hard and/or the "hammer" on offenders, some defense attorney's wanting to get a 
break for their offenders prefer a more lenient judge, and that Judge To'oto'o is too hard on Samoan 
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offenders. I find it interesting to hear from attorney's such as Myles S. Breiner and William Domingo, 
both respected defense attorneys, say that Judge To'oto'o is fair but stern; that despite his imposing 
stare and physical stature from the bench, he is fair regardless of the outcome. They mentioned that 
he explains his decisions from the bench and they respect his explanation regardless of the outcome. 

I can also attest to his character and integrity. I have known him to be honest, trustworthy, and a 
compassionate man rooted with strong Christian values. He is a family man and an excellent parent 
and husband. He appears to have a balanced perspective in life by being a hard worker and 
maintains a good health. He is very conscientious about his surrounding and maintaining and 
upholding the integrity of his job as a judicial official. He appears to be beyond reproach in upholding 
his role as a judge in court and in the community. He appears to make sound decisions in avoiding 
the appearance of impropriety and a conflict of interest. 

I have also known Judge To'oto'o for his volunteer work in the community, particularly in 
communities such as the Waianae coast, Waimanalo, Waipahu, and Kalihi. He has spoken to youth 
groups in those communities regarding education, crime, drugs, gangs, employment, and sports. He 
has spoken on issues such as parenting, domestic violence, substance abuse treatment, and on 
migration issues with ethnic groups in Hawaii. Judge To'oto'o and his wife has participated in 
community affairs both in Waianae and Waimanalo. He has truly been a great asset and role model 
for the Samoan and Polynesian community in Hawaii. Judge To'oto'o believes that education is 
important to Samoan children and has volunteered for the past 5 years to chair a committee of 
volunteers to raise funds for scholarships for high school students going to college. All funds are 100 
percent donated to the student scholarships annually. 

Judge To'oto'o was also a regular speaker to a group I organized in 2003. The group was made 
up of law enforcement officers of Samoan descent from the county, state, and federal agencies. The 
group met monthly and shared common interests about our jobs that included enforcement, 
prevention programs, and cultural issues. Judge To'oto'o often spoke about the importance of our 
role in the community and the challenge to help those who are less fortunate. He spoke about the 
assimilation process for the Samoan people and other minority groups in Hawaii and the importance 
of the role we play in this process for the future generation. 

I have also enjoyed the opportunities to discuss issues involving the treatment of offenders. We 
spoke often about Judge Steve Aim's Hope Probation program for drug offenders. As a Senior U.S. 
Probation Officer with the U.S. Probation Office of the District of Hawaii, U.S. District Court, I found 
Judge To'oto'o to be knowledgeable on issues affecting offenders, law enforcement, and the 
community. I was impressed with his knowledge and insightfulness on the issues of treatment and 
imprisonment. I was even more impressed that we share the same ideals about the need for 
probation services and protection of the community. Ultimately, we agreed that there is a high price 
and sacrifice to pay in the treatment of offenders and the protection of the community. 

Finally, I would like to note that today's hearing is a historical moment for a son of Samoa and 
for the state of Hawaii. This committee has the opportunity to champion a part of history in Hawaii by 
making Judge To'oto'o the first Samoan circuit court judge. More importantly, your decision would 
represent a forward movement in the progress of the Samoan people in Hawaii. I may be somewhat 
biased because of my relationship as a friend, but I believe that this information can be corroborated 
with others who have written for and against his appointment. Judge To'oto'o is an asset to the legal 
profession, the judiciary, the criminal justice system, and the community. More importantly, I feel that 
as a former member for the Committee on Equality and Access to the Courts for the Supreme Court 
of the State of Hawaii, Fa'auuga To'oto'o is a perfect example for the countless efforts made by many 
to seek qualified minority candidates for the state judiciary to represent the make-up of the people in 

2 



Hawaii. As we know, the inmate population in Hawaii is made up of people who are predominately of 
Polynesian descents. It is my hope that this Committee would recognize that besides the 
qualifications and qualities that Fa'auuga To'oto'o possess, he would also bring a certain empathy 
that President Obama speaks of about African-Americans (or for Polynesians) that are lacking in the 
mixture of justices sitting on the circuit court. 

Respectively, 

Fituina F. Tua 

cc: Senator Robert Bunda 
Senator Mike Gabbard 
Senator Clarence K. Nishihara 
Senator Sam Siom 
Committee Members 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Susan.Y.Won@hawaii.gov 
Friday, July 30, 20104:31 PM 
JGO Testimony 

Subject: Letter in Strong Support Of Gubernatorial Nominee Faauuga L. To'oto'o 

Testimony For: GM 3-JGO Committee 
TuesdaY,August3,2010 
1:30 p.m. 
State Capitol Conference Room 229 

Re: Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the District Court of the First Circuit, Gubernatorial Nominee 
FAAUUGA L. TO'OTO'O 

Postion: IN STRONG SUPPORT 

Submitted by: Susan Y. N. Won 

To the Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair, the Honorable Dwight Y. Takamine, Vice Chair, and member of the 
Committee on Judicial and Government Operations: 

I am writing in strong support of Faauuga L. To'oto'o's confirmation for Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit. 

I have known and worked with Faauuga L. To'oto'o as a deputy prosecuting attorney and I have appeared before Mr. 
To'oto'o in both the District Court and Circuit of the First Circuit in my capacity as a deputy prosecuting attorney and a 
deputy attorney general. I have also known Mr. To'oto'o in a personal capacity for the past 19 years. Mr. To'oto'o is well 
qualified to be a circuit court judge based on his trial experience, his experience as a judge and his knowledge of both civil 
and criminal law. Further, Mr. To'oto'o has also demonstrated a high level of profeSSionalism in the execution of his duties 
as an attorney and as a judge. 

Beyond his legal and courtroom skills, I believe that Mr. To'oto'o would make an excellent circuit court judge because 
he is well grounded in the community given his family history, background and education. Mr. To'oto'o would treat all 
those who appear before him fairly and with respect. 

Based on his qualifications, I believe that Mr. To'oto'o would be an excellent representative of the judiciary as a circuit 
court judge of the First Circuit. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 586-1173. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

sal laititi [saLsmall@yahoo.com] 
Friday, July 30, 2010 4:09 PM 
JGO Testimony 
Sen. Brian Taniguchi 
confirmation hearing for GM 31 Judge To'oto'o. 

Talofa lava, my name is Dr. SalofiLa'ititi and I am Judge To'oto'o's nephew from American Samoa. I am 
writing in support of the recent nomination of Judge To'oto'o to the Circuit court. When i was growing up, I 
always remember Judge Tootoo, "uncle Uga", as a person who held everything he was committed to with the 
utmost integrity. Whether it be his involvement with church activities, community projects or family 
commitments, he always serves with honesty and wholeheartedness. Always a "servant" to his community and 
family. 
When the news of him being nominated to the circuit court arrived, our whole family in American Samoa were 
proud and humbled by this. There were literally tears of joy and elation when my father, Judge Tootoo's older 
brother, learnt ofthe news. 
Just his being nominated has brought honor and sheer pride not just to his family but to the Samoan community 
as a whole. 
I had asked him how he felt about his nomination and his words were, "if only his parents could be here to 

witness the fruits of their labor". We gathered as a family that evening to give praise and thanks to the Lord for 
it was through Him that we have been blessed with this great honor. It is with this blessing that Uncle U ga has 
not only excelled in his profession but has also reached out to the youth particularly the Samoan youth, to excel 
in which ever field they desire. I am an example just that. Uncle U ga is a strong advocate of academic 
excellence and as such, i am now practising medicine as a medical doctor at our only hospital in American 
Samoa. His desire to give back to the community from which we come from was a major factor in my returning 
to work in my own home country. 
Whenever he would visit home, whether it be for a funeral, wedding or private family matters, our church 
congregation and village would always welcome him and thank him for his contribution to the great state of 
Hawaii. 
Uncle U ga has exemplified what a true Samoan should strive to be. 
The honor he has brought to our extended family, our church congregation, village and island has been all for 
the glory of God. 
I strongly believe that uncle U ga would make a fine Circuit Court Judge, not because he is my uncle but 
because i know in my heart that he personifies dignity, respect and integrity to the judicial system. 
Thank you for considering his nomination. 
God Bless. 
Kind regards, 
Dr. Salofi A. Laititi & Dr. Mrs. Olita Koria-Laititi 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mokuone@aol.com 
Friday, July 30, 2010 7:22 PM 
Sen. Brian Taniguchi 

Subject: Appointment of Judge Faauuga To'oto'o 

July 30, 2010 

The Honorable Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Chairman of the Judiciary & Government Operations Committee 
10th Senatorial District 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 219 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Re: The Appointment of District Court Judge Faauuga To'oto'o to the Circuit Court 

Dear Senator Taniguchi, 

My Name is Boyd Sakai and I am presently assigned as a Special Agent with the State Attorney General's Investigations 
Division. I am strongly in favor of the appointment of District Court Judge Faauuga To'oto'o to the Circuit Court. 

I have worked with Judge To'oto'o on many occasions from conferring criminal cases for grand jury presentations to 
preliminary hearings. Judge To'oto'o has always been a professional and has. asked pertinent questions to make sure the 
investigation was both thorough and complete. 

I have watched his career over the years and he has conducted himself with the utmost professionalism and has shown to 
be highly competent in performing his duties and responsibilities. He has a thorough understanding of the law and the 
issues, is very fair, and a no nonsense type of judge. From a law enforcement perspective, Judge To'oto'o is the type of 
judge that is needed in Circuit Court. He has been an asset to the Judiciary and the State of Hawaii. Judge To'oto'o 
would make a great addition to the Circuit Court. 

I have also had the privilege of knowing Judge To'oto'o on a personal basis. He is a, great family man and very active in 
the community. Judge To'oto'o is always there when you need help and is the type of person that would give you the shirt 
off of his back. He is a person of the highest character. 

Thank you very much for this opportunity to voice my strong support for Judge To'oto'o to a Circuit Court appointment. 
may be reached at 542-6269 if you should have any questions. 

Sincerely, 
Boyd Sakai 
Special Agent 
Department of the Attorney General 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

WENDELL CHUNG [chungwendell@yahoo.comj 
Saturday, July 31, 2010 7:31 PM 
JGO Testimony 
tui808@gmail.com 
Honorable Judge Faauuga Tootoo 

Mr. Chainnan, Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Govennent Operations. 

I am writing to you in support of and respectfully ask that you confinn the appointment of the Honorable Judge 
Faauuga Tootoo to the Hawaii State Circuit Court. 

As a staff member ofthe Hawaii National Guard Youth Challenge Academy, I have had the honor of meeting 
this fine gentleman and witness first hand his involvement with our cadets over the past five years ... during the 
swearing-in ceremony of our Cadet Student Government, field trips to his court room where many cadets are 
able to see him at work perfonning his official duties and receive words of wisdom and encouragement. 

In 2009, Judge Tootoo received the Lokahi Award from the Hawaii Youth Challenge Academy for his 
continued service and positive influence on the Cadets of Youth Challenge. 

Please confirm Judge Tootoo to the Circuit Court. 

Aloha, 
Wendell Chung 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Committee Chair: 

cheryl levi [clevi@hawaii.rr.com] 
Monday, August 02,20103:18 AM 
JGO Testimony 
Faauuga To'oto'o 

This communication is in support ofthe nomination of Judge Faauuga To'oto'o to the First Circuit Court. 
When asked, Judge To'oto'o has spent time 
visiting at-risk children in Kalihi, and his presence has had a positive effect. Please give every consideration to 
his nomination. Respectfully, Matt Levi 
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July 30, 2010 

The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Senate Chair 
And Members of the Committee on Judiciary 
and Government Operations 

Hawai'i State Capitol, Room 219 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RE: GM 3 (Fa'auuga To'oto'o) 
Hearing: Monday, August 2,1010; 1:30 p.m. 

Dear Chair Taniguchi: 

I write this letter in support of District Court Judge Fa'auuga To'oto'o's nomination 
as a Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit, State ofHawai'i. My recommendation is based on 
my sixteen years of experience as a deputy public defender appearing before various circuit, 
district, and family court judges, the Hawai'i Supreme Court, and as a district court law clerk. 

From the first time I appeared before Judge To'oto'o as an attorney, I had been 
impressed by his intelligence, fairness, and pragmatism. His presence never ceased to impress 
on those before him the importance of the matter at hand - attorneys and lay persons alike. I 
have also observed him to carefully consider relevant attendant circumstances in order to truly 
reach the correct decision. 

I find that his decision to apply for a circuit court judgship is a typical example of his 
exemplary character. Judge To'oto'o could be content to remain a district court judge, as he has 
always handled his various district court assignments capably and efficiently. My recollection is 
that when he was initially put on the DUI calendar, there was a backlog but by the time he moved 
on to another assignment, there was no backlog. His current assignment on the Kaneohe 
district court calendar is no different - there is no backlog. However, his responsibility as a 
positive role model for those that identify with him has a stronger resonance than just resting on 
his laurels. Judge To'oto'o is a continuous community presence that leads by his actions. He is 
a fine example of a judge that is a part of our community and will be a welcome addition to the 
circuit court. 

I would highly recommend that Judge Fa'auuga To'oto'o be confirmed as a circuit 
court judge for the First Circuit. Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Reuel Toyama 



WAIMANALO CONSTRUCTION COALITION 
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Circuit Court of the First Circuit 
State of Hawaii 

Re: Testimony for Gubernatorial Nominee, 
Faauuga L. To'oto'o 

On behalf of Faauuga L. To'oto'o I am writing atestimony in support of his nomination 
and confirmation to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii. 

I have known Judge ro'oto'o for ten years after meeting him through a mutual friend, 
Deputy Prosecutor Fraflklin Pacarro. Since then, I have enjoyed a very sincere 
friendship with him through many of his volunteer efforts with my non- profit 
organization, Waimanalo Construction Coalition. Our foundation sponsors many events 
·in the community such as the Waimanalo Christmas Parade, The Waimanalo Sunset 
and Rediscover the Waimanalo Country Fair. 

Ije has tirelessly volunteered to work at these events yearly. From working on the 
Christmas parade floats to passing out candy to the excited children, to manning the 
information booths at both the Sunset and Country Fair events. He is always willing to 
give a helping hand and always with a ready smile. He down plays his position with the 
court system to just be another working "Joe" at these sponsored events, and is inclined· 
to ask "how can I help?" . . .. 

Our community knows that Judge To'oto'o is a great asset and I truly value his integrity, 
honesty and faimess. I strongly believe that he will serVe in an excellent capacity . 
befitting the Circuit Court system when he is confirmed. I am very honored to give my 
testimony for Judge Faauuga L. To'oto'o and especially proud to call him my friend. 

Sincerest Aloha, 

Andrew M. Jamila, Jr.. 

A. NOII-PRORT ORGANIZATION 
"CARING FOR THE COMMUNITY Of TOMORROW-



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Steph [daffy684@yahoo.com] 
Sunday, August 01, 2010 1 :55 PM 
JGO Testimony 

Subject: Fwd: Letter of Support-Faauuga Tootoo 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Steph <daffy684@yahoo.com> 
Date: August I, 2010 4:50:33 PM MDT 
To: "jgottestimonial@capitol.hawaii.gov" <jgottestimonial@capitol.hawaii.gov> 
Subject: Letter of Support-Faauuga Tootoo 

The Senate 
The Twenty-Fifth Legislative 
Interim of 20 I 0 

Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 
Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Senator Dwight Y. Yakamine, Vice Chair 

Notice of Hearing: 
Date: Monday, August 2,2010 
Time: 1:30pm 
Place: Conference Room 229 
State Capitol- 415 South Beretania Street 

Hello. My name is Paia Stephanie Tago-Tuitupou. Faauuga Tootoo is my dad's youngest brother. 
By the time I was born, my uncle was already in college so I did not have the chance to get to 
know him. Over time, I was able to spend time with him and what I admire about him is the fact 
that he is very honest and blunt. I also respect the fact that he cares about his family and 
community. He will be a great asset if you vote him as Circuit Court Judge. Thank you for your 
time. 

Paia Stephanie Tago-Tuitupou 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

August 1,2010 

CHERRI TULAFONO-GRAF [ctulafonograf@gmail.comj 
Monday, August 02,20102:17 AM 
JGO Testimony 
Letter of Support for Judge Faauuga Tootoo. 

To the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations: 

I'm writing to support Judge Faauuga Tootoo's nomination to serve as a judge on the Circuit Court of the First 
Circuit and request that his nomination be considered for a fair up-or -down vote by the Senate. 

Known to many as Honorable Judge Tootoo, he is simply Uncle Faauuga to me. He has been a solid male figure 
in my life since I grew up with no father. He has given hope and pride to so many of us whom have watched his 
career soar from a lawyer to judge serving 16 years as a judge in the District Court. 

I had the honor of having him perform my nuptials 12 years ago to the love of my life. Before doing so he made 
sure that I knew what marriage entails and that it's a commitment for life and not something to take lightly. To 
date I stand with those words of wisdom and commitment that he instilled in me so long ago. 

He is a doting father, committed husband, wonderful brother, son and uncle and a great friend to many. Judge 
Tootoo takes pride in the Community Projects that he's involved with, such as: Lumanai 0 Samoa Scholarship 
Program, Thanksgiving Dinner Project for the Homeless on Waianae Coast, Kokua Kalihi Valley Senior Health 
Program, Youth Challenge Academy, Mookini Heiau Foundation, Waimanalo Community Fair and Waianae 
Community Christmas Parade to name a few. 

Given Judge Tootoo's extensive experience, he will be a great asset to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. He 
is man of great character, humble, fair and stands firm in upholding the law to the fullest. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Very Respectfully, 

Cherrianne M. Tulafono-Graf 
3843 62nd Ave E; Fife, WA 98424 
HM: (253) 344-1625, Cell: (808) 348-3508 
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From: JGO Testimony 
Subject: FW: Undeliverable: Letter of Support for Judge Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o 

From: mrfelise99@aal.cam 

To: JGOTestimaney@Capital.hawaii.gav 

Subject:. Letter of Support for Judge Fa'auuga L. Ta'ata'a 

Date: Sun, 1 Aug 2010 19:48:29 -0400 

HAWAII STATE LEGISLATURE 
SENATE COMMmEE ON JUDICIARY AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
Honorable Senator Brian T Taniguchi, Chair 
Honorable Senator Dwight y, Takamine, Vice Chair 
Honorable Senator Robert Bunda 
Honorable Senator Mike Gabbard 
Honorable Senator Clarence K, Nishihara 
Honorable Senator Sam Siom 

RE: Letter of Support for Judge Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o 
Monday, August 2, 2010 
1:30 p,m, 

GM 3 - Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, 
State of Hawaii, Gubernatorial Nominee, FAAUUGA L. TO'OTO'O, for a term of ten years, 

Dear Honorable Committee Chair, Vice Chair and Members: 

It is with great pleasure that I provide a Letter of Support for my Uncle, Judge Fa'auuga L. 
To'oto'o, a Gubernatorial Nominee for the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii, 

While Judge To'oto'o exceeds all of the "measurable" requirements for this position such as 
Education (a Law Degree from St. Louis University), and Work Experience (a Prosecutor and Judge 
in the State of Hawaii for over 20 years), it's the "immeasurable" qualities that set him apart from 
other potential nominees, He is a firm but fair disciplinarian, He is a compassionate human being, 
He is relentless in the pursuit of justice, It is these "immeasurable" qualities that I firmly believe 
have made him a pillar in the local community and a pillar in our family, Confirming Judge 
To'oto'o today will be one of the best decisions you will ever have the opportunity of making while 
serving the Great State of Hawaii. 

In closing, I humbly ask for your support in voting YES for the confirmation of Judge 
Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii. 

S, Rene Tago-Felise 
9668 Stornoway Circle 
South Jordan, UT 84095 
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2 August 2010 

Senator Brian Taniguchi 
Chair 
Senate Judiciary Committee 

Re: Judge Fa'auuga To'oto'o 

OUTRJffiER' 
ENTERPRISES GROUP 
Hospitl!litl1 • Rf!t~il· DeveJopmfl'lt 

Dear Chair Taniguchi and the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

My name is Max Sword, here to testifY in support of Judge Faauuga To'oto'o's appointment to 
the Circuit Court bench 

When I was a member of the Judicial Selection Commission, I was not a lawyer and approached 
my selection process probably a little differently from the others on the Commission. I looked at 
how a potential judge would deal with me as a layman if I were to appear before himlher in 
court. To be honest, I would have been afraid if! were before Judge To'oto'o because of his 
reputation for being tough. However, I also knew he was fair and intelligent, and based his 
decisions on what he believe was right, and that made me feel he was the right person to sit on 
the bench. 

The Commission back then made the wise choice by reappointing Judge To'oto'o to sit on the 
District Court bench, and he has never disappointed me. 

During his tenure in District Court, Judge To'oto'o has grown and become a well-seasoned judge 
who I believe has executed his duties with excellence and integrity. 

I strongly urge you to support Judge To'oto'o's appointment to the Circuit Court. He will 
continue to be, without question, an asset to our legal system and the State of Hawai'i. 

Mahalo, 

MaxJ. Sword 
VP, Industry Affairs 
Outrigger Enterprises Group 

2'375 Kuhio Avenue. Honolulu. Hawaii <l681 5·2992 • Phone, 808-"21·6600 • Fax, 808·921 ·6655 
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From: 
Sent: 

Jamentz, Kate [katejamentz@fuhsd.org] 
Sunday, August 01, 20104:51 PM 

To: JGO Testimony 
Subject: Re: Hearing Monday, Aug 2 

CONFIRMATION HEARINGS BY THE 

Senate Judiciary and Government Operations Committee 

State of Hawaii Legislature 

Statement In Support of the Governor's Nomination of Judge Faauuga Tootoo 

To the Hawaii First Circuit Court 

By Dr. Catherine (Kate) Jamentz 

Monday, August 2, 2010 

Mr. Chairman and the Distinguished Members of the JGO Committee: 

I am pleased to write in support of the nomination of Judge Faauuga Tootoo's to the First 
Circuit Court of the State of Hawaii. Faauuga is my brother:in:law, so undoubtedly there 
will be a temptation to dismiss this recommendation. However, I am writing, not only as a 
member of his family, but as an admirer of his service to young people, his culture and his 
community. 

I have been an educational administrator for nearly thirty years. Currently I hold the 
position of Academic Deputy Superintendent of the Fremont Union High School District in 
Sunnyvale, California. Our five high schools serve over 10,000 students in grades 9:12. I 
know how recognition and community support can give students what they need to make the 
challenging transition from high school to college, and how without it, so many students are 
lost. 

For the past five years, Faauuga has provided quiet leadership to a program that provides 
scholarships for college:bound Samoan youth from Hawaii. The program seeks donations from 
the Samoan community to encourage and support their own. Recipients receive resources to 
purchase texts and materials once they are enrolled in college. While the sums given to any 
one individual may be small, any high school counselor can tell you that is often the 
auxiliary expenses of college that make it difficult for even scholarship students to stay in 
school. 
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Since becoming involved with the Lumana'i Awards Committee, Faauuga helped to build its 
endowment and to attract prominent civic, cultural and religious leaders to lend their 
support. Every year has seen an increase in the number of students who receive scholarships. 
This past April alone, twenty-four students were sent off to college with support of their 
Samoan community. 

Although I doubt that he would say so himself, Faauuga understands himself to be a role'-model 
for Samoan youth and for all young people who do not enjoy the benefits of growing up in what 
we now call "a college-going culture". While many young people are supported to prepare for 
the academic world at home, by parents who have themselves attended college, large numbers of 
today's high school students are among the first in their families to make their way in an 
academic program beyond high school. Faauuga's personal experience demonstrates that these 
students can develop the academic stamina and resiliency to succeed on their own; his 
involvement with the Lumana'i Awards Committee is one of the ways he models his belief that 
others can do the same. 

Kate Jamentz 

Academic Deputy Superintendent 

(4e8) 522-22e7 

This electronic mail transmission and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential 
information only for use by the intended recipients. Unless you are the addressee (or 
authorized to receive messages for the addressee), you may not use, copy, disclose, or 
distribute this message (or any information contained in or attached to it) to anyone. If you 
received this communication in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and then 
delete the communication from your electronic mail system. 
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DATE: 

TIME: 

THE SENATE 

THE TWENTY -FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

INTERIM OF 2010 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 

Senator Dwight Y. Takamine, Vice Chair 

Monday, August 2, 2010 

1:30 p.m. 

PLACE: Conference Room 229 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

GM 3 Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the 
Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii, Gubernatorial 
Nominee, FA'AUUGA L. TO'OTO'O, for a term of 10 years. 
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Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair and Members of the Committee on 

Judiciary and Government Operations: 

I, Jane C. Tago, submit my testimony on behalf of Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o. 

I have know Mr. To'oto'o since 1970 in American Samoa. When I first 

met him, he was in elementary school at Manulele Tausala (Lady Bird) 

Elementary School in Nu'uuli, American Samoa. I found him to be a 
very responsible young man even at that young age, in his home, school, 

and community. Being his sister-in-law kept me in close contact with 

Fa'auuga as he matured into a responsible adult. 

While at home, he was responsible for helping on the plantation, and this 

has carried on into his adult life. He likes to grow plants, harvest them, 

and share with others his produce. He is methodical in his endeavor, and 

in tum he has reaped many rewards in his beautiful plants and fruits of 

his labor. 

In school, he carried many responsible, including playing football. This 

carried on into his college life, and keeping fit has lasted until this day. 

He learned much discipline and teamwork while doing this. 

Fa'auuga was involved with many of the village activities, and in this 
has a very caring but firm belief of justice. In his 20 + years of living 

and working in Hawaii, this trait has shown through many times. He 

also has been involved with the youth in the Big Brother Program. His 

love of his Samoan people and family shows a caring personality. Even 

though we are no longer legal in-laws, we have kept that bond strong. 

I highly recommend Mr. Fa'auuga L. To'oto'o for Judgeship in the 

Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii. I believe his character 

is befitting those one would expect in a Judge of the Court. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Jane C. Tago . 

9668 S. Stornoway Cir. 

South Jordan, UT 84095-9732 

(801) 282-0765 

jctago@yahoo.com 

teach86503@yahoo.com 
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CONFIRMATION HEARINGS BY THE 
Senate Judiciary and Government Operations Committee 

State of Hawaii Legislature 

Statement In Support of the Governor's Nomination of Judge Faauuga Tootoo 
To the Hawaii First Circuit Court 

By Ace A. Tago 
Monday, August 2, 2010 

Honorable Chairman Brian Taniguchi and the Distinguished Members of the JGO 
Committee: 

My name is Ace A. Tago from San Mateo, California. I am here to offer testimony 
on behalf of my brother, Judge Faauuga Tootoo's nomination to the State of 
Hawaii's First Circuit Court. 

My background was mostly in public service. I served as Director of Planning and 
Budget and later Chief Financial Officer for the American Samoa Government. 
I retired last year from the City of Oakland, California after serving as Budget 
Manager and later as Controller for the City. I received my Bachelor's Degree 
from Western Carolina University and a Master's Degree from Harvard University. 

Judge Tootoo is the youngest in my family of five brothers and two sisters. We were 
born and raised in American Samoa. Both our parents and one brother have passed 
on. 

Our parents lived modestly and had very little money. Since they could not afford 
to send us to college, our instructions were simple and straight forward: STUDY 
HARD IN HIGH SCHOOL AND SEEK A COLLEGE EDUCATION THE BEST 
WAY YOU CAN. We were products of the public schools system in American 
Samoa and we followed our parents' wishes as best we could. 

Judge Tootoo, with the help of a scholarship, financial aid programs, student loans, 
and part time jobs, supported his undergraduate studies at Missouri Valley College 
in Missouri and his law degree from the St. Louis University School of Law. 

Instead of returning to American Samoa after college, Judge Tootoo decided to 
make the State of Hawaii his home. He has lived in Hawaii continuously for twenty 
seven years, serving as a Prosecutor for ten years and as a Judge for seventeen 
years. Although cognizant of his ancestral roots, Judge Tootoo is very proud to call 
the State of Hawaii his home. 

When my young brother Faauuga was growing up, he spent most of his time 
studying, helping our parents on the farm, attending Church School after public 
school, and in what little spare time he had, engaged himself in athletic activities. 



Unlike other kids in my family, he kept pretty much to himself and stayed away 
from trouble. He looked at things seriously, analytically, and sometimes asking too 
many "why" questions. 

When we had family meetings where we engaged in circular discussions and 
vociferous exchanges, Faauuga somehow always managed to distill the issues in such 
a way that provided clarity and offered concrete suggestions to resolve them. 
During our first family reunion in Waimanalo, one of our brothers did not want to 
attend because of past disagreements in the family. Judge Faauuga Tootoo went to 
my brother's home here in Honolulu late at night and pleaded with him to set aside 
the past and join the family event. Our brother joined the reunion and it was a 
smashing success. 

Mr. Chairman and the Distinguished Members ofthe JGO Committee, I urge you 
to confirm the nomination of my brother, Judge Faauuga Tootoo, to the First 
Circuit Court ofthe State of Hawaii because: 

• He is qualified by experience on both sides ofthe bench; 
• He served as a Prosecutor for ten years; 
• He has and continues to serve as a Judge for seventeen years; 
• He is qualified by education; 
• He is a member ofthe Hawaii State Bar Association; 
• He is objective, principled, and sensitive to the facts and rule of law; 
• He is passionate about voluntary service that benefit the young people; 
• He is passionate about treating all people with dignity and respect; 
• He is committed to serving ALL ofthe people of the State of Hawaii; and 
• The State of Hawaii is Judge Faauuga Tootoo's home. 

My family and I are very proud of Judge Tootoo's accomplishments in his chosen 
profession and can confidently say that he will, without a doubt, make an excellent 
member ofthe State of Hawaii's Circuit Court. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

AceA. Tago 



AUG/02/2010/MON 08: 08 AM IRON WORKERS UNION FAX No. 808 676 1144 

Fax No. - 586· 6460 

July 30, 2010 

Hon. Brian T. TanigUchi, Chair and Committee Members 
Committee on Judiciary and Government Affairs 
State Capitol- Room 219 
Honolulu, Hawai'j 96813 

Re: Di~tri~t Court Judge Faauuga L. To'oto'o 

Dear Chair Ta: ugUChi & Committee Members: 

P. 001 

As a Polynesian, I proudly support District Court Judge To'oto'o to become a 
Circuit Court Judge. It is my understanding that there is only 1 Polynesian who is 
presently on t1: e Circuit Court bench. Our judges should reflect the diverse population in 
Hawai'i. 

In addiion, I have known the judge for many years, and find him to be a most 
humble person who treats everyone with utmost respeot. His temperament and long time 
servioe as a District Court Judge would combine to make him an effective jurist. He 
would be a fat· judge. 

I respedfully request that your committee coJrlirm Judge To'oto'o to become a 
Circuit Court Judge. 

Sincerely, 

,' ........ .--~~,[_ "-i~ 
i , .. , ••. "~'~. • • 
,_ ...... ' .. Lmcoln N81Wl 

Wai'anae, Hawai'i 



AUG/02/2010/MON 08:08 AM IRON WORKERS UNION FAX No. 8086761144 

Fax No. 586-6· ~61 

August 2,2010 

Hon. Brian T. Taniguchi, Chait & Committee Members 
Senate Commi:tee on Judiciary & Goverwnent Affairs 
State Capitol- Room 219 
Honolulu, ill %813 

Re: Nominee for Circuit Court Judge. Fa'auuga To'oto'o 

Dear Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Committee: 

Please ';onfirm now District Court Judge To'oto'o to become a Circuit Court 
Judge. 

p, 002 

Being I, prosecutor for 10 years and District Court Judge for 17 years indicate that 
he has the lega 1 qualifications to go to the Circuit Court. Additionally, I am informed by 
my friends tha: he is a man of utmost integrity and character and will be fair in dealing 
with our citize:ls who go before his court. 

Please }()nsider my opinion in your deliberations. 

Sincerely, 

Glenn Eugenio . 
Mililani 



AUG. 2.2010 9:33AM ·WINER MEHEULA DEVENS NO. 457 P. 2 

MEHEULAANDDEVENS LLP 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
• 

A PAR'INERSmp lNCLl)tlltiG lJ..W CORPORATJ~S· 

7Q7 Richards Sn ~\ l'e1<ho ... On, Honolulu. H",.;! 968l3-4625 Telephone: (808) 52B-IOOl F .. , (808) 2S4-6872 ~oom 

Willian Meheula" V1adiolit P.llev"", 1l=I< T. Mayesbiro """ KogaWll Dl\'rid F. Fa.<i Of Co .... 

July 30, 2010 

u.s. MAILlFAX: f08-S86.o461 

The Honorable Bria 11 T_ Taniguchi 
Coll.ll1li.ttee on Judiciary attd GoveIilment Operations 
Hawaii State Capite I, Room 219 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 9681" 

Re: FirS'!: CircUit Court Nomination-The Honorable Fa.'alluga To'oto'o 

Dear Chair TanigUchi: 

I Write this l~t to express my strong support for the nomination of The Honotable 
Fa'auuga To'oto'o ':0 the Circuit CoUl't, First Circuit, State of Hawaii. 

I have been licensed to practice law in the State of liawaii for approximately 22 years and 
am a partner with the law fu::m ofMeheula & Devens, LLP. I also serve as general outside 
counsel for the Stat~ of Hawaii Organization of Police Officers ("SHOPO'') and as chair of the 
State Land Use COl mrission. Prior to this, I served as a police officer with the Honolulu Police 
Department. 

I have knoVln Judge To'oto'o professiOilally since he worked in the prosecutor's office 
and have watched 1 Un progress up the ranks and on to the District Court bench where he bas 
served over the last several years. I say without resetVation that Judge To'oto'o is an intelligent 
judge who works e; ctremely hard and strives at all times to make the right decisions based on the 
facts and law of the case_ His judicial temperament and demeanor are one of judicial maturity. 
He shows gencine respect fOI" the attorneys, parties and witnesses that come before him while 
maintaining a large dose of humility and compassion for those who are less fortunate, but fInd 
themselves involve·! in the legal system. Judge TO'oto'o has also demonstrated the skill to bring 
parties together to <xpeclitiously settle and resolve their differences while reducing the backload 
of calendared cases. At the same time he does not hesitate to make the hard decisions that ilIe 
required to resolve a case when needed afid is extrewely protective of the integrity of the judicial 
process. 

As a judge, he strives for excellence, but I have seen him take the time to teach the 
younger lawyers th ~ correct way of presenting cases so they can improve their litigation skills 
and do better the moo: time around. 
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There is no question that Judge To'oto'o has the experience iIIld ability to hantlIe the 
most complicllted o~' cases that may come before him, whether it be a civil or crlmina1 matter. If 
given the opportuni',y, Judge To' oto' 0 will bring his judicial intelligence and skills to the next 
level and will surely be a welcome and valuable addition to the Circuit Court He has proven 
himself to be a dedkated and hard working judge and is a man of the highest integrity and 
character who will make an excellent Circuit Court judge. 

As you knm v, Judge To' oto' 0 is serving a second term at the District Court leve~ 
therefore, he has pa lSed through the Judicial Selection Com.mlssion's ("JSC") evaluation 
process. The JSC is comprised of a retired Circuit Court judge, lawyers and individuals from 
other segments of 0 ur community. The retention process is an opportunity for the JSC to 
evaluate and serutir ize a judge's performance and accept comments from the pUbliC. Judge 
To'oto'o bas gone through this rigorous process and was retained by the JSC, which reflects the 
JSC's confidence iII the work he has been dOing as a District Court Judge. 

I respectfully hope Judge To'oto'o will receive your favorable consideration and I thank 
you for this oppom IIlity to comment on his nomination. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vladimir Devens 
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August 2,2010 

Senator Brian Taniguchi 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dennis Enomoto 
765 Amana Street, Suite 303 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
Phone (808) 948-8728 - Fax (808) 947-8728 

Email: dennis@palekanapennits.com 

Via email: jgotestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Senator Taniguchi and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

It is with great honor that I submit this letter to you in support of the appointment of 
District Court Judge Faauuga 1. To'oto'o to the Circuit Court. I am honored to know 
Judge To'oto'o personally. I also had the opportunity to observe him in court one 
occasion and in just in that one session, he greatly impressed me with his "court 
presence" and his ability to "cut to the chase" on the issues. I believe that his personal 
commitment to our community and faith gives him the ability to preside over his court so 
well. 

Judge To'oto'o is very dedicated to our community. I know that a list of his work in the 
community has been already submitted by the Judge so I would like to just provide a 
personal observation. I have had the pleasure of working beside the Judge on several 
volunteer projects, including the Paris Ohana Thanksgiving Day Feed the Leeward Coast 
Project. I have worked beside him for many years on Thanksgiving morning and I know 
that he is the type of volunteer that gets his hands dirty and does not quit until the job is 
done. He is a doer and a leader by example. I believe that the soul of the person comes 
out in these situations and I can tell from working beside him that he will be a great 
judge. 

I am humbled by our system that gives a small voice such as mine a chance to make a 
huge positive difference in our community if your committee would confirm the 
appointment of Judge To'oto'o to the Circuit Court. 

Thank you very much for your consideration . 
• 

Sincerely yours, 

Dennis Enomoto 








































