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10 Converging Sectors



Economic Data
for Policy Makers and Stakeholders

 $200,000 Legislative Grant-in-Aid 2006
 Partnership with DBEDT
 Contract with the Center for Regional 

Economic Competitiveness



A Phone Book of Hawaii’s Science & 
Tech Goods and Services

www.hiscitech.org/directory
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•31,106 Jobs
•24,000 Private
•7,000 Public

•1,964 Companies (1700 Private)
•10 Market Sectors

•$69,000 Average Salary



Industry/DBEDT Consensus on Tech   
Definition/Methodology

The definition of technology was derived 
from the Bureau of Labor statistics (BLS), 
based on the level of a company’s 
technology intensive workforce, with 
conservative modifications to improve its 
relevance for Hawaii.



Innovation & Technology Market 
Segments

Market Segment Growth rate  (2002-
2007 emp.)

Average Earnings 
(2007)

Agricultural Biotech 6.4% $53,866 
Astronomy 3.6% $70,951 
Biotech/Life Sciences 2.3% $54,532 
Defense/Aerospace 4.1% $76,697 
Energy 8.4% $58,498 
Environmental 4.0% $66,971 
Film/Digital Media 0.2% $73,335 
ICT 2.5% $75,056 
Ocean Sciences 5.2% $53,959 
Engineering 3.8% $80,799 
Overall Tech 3.3% $63,623 
Overall HI Economy 2.5% $45,963 



Size and Scope

 Tech contributed $3 billion dollars, or 5% of the state’s $61 billion 
economy.

 31,106 jobs, or 3.6% of the state’s employment of approximately 
800,000 workers.

 Between 2002 and 2007 tech growth of 3.3% outpaced the 2.5% 
growth of the overall economy.

 1,964 companies, approximately 5% of all establishments.

 $69,000 average annual earnings per tech worker — 50% more 
than the average worker.   

 Technology workers in Hawaii earn about 77% of the mainland 
average for technology employees.  



Sound Bite #1

Tech workers in Hawaii earned about $1,500 
more per month than the average non-tech 
worker.



Sound Bite #2:

The technology sector’s impact on the Gross 
State Product of $3 billion is about the same 
as the accommodations industry.

Employment      Impact on GSP
Accommodations 40,000 $3 billion
Science/Tech 31,106 $3 billion



Hawaii’s Tech & Innovation Market 
Area Growth Trends

ProjectedPast Trends

Source: EMSI, 
Complete 
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Hawaii, 2007 data, 2002-2007 trends. 

Market Segments Driving Hawaii’s 
Innovation and Tech
 Defense and ICT together comprise more than 50% of tech 

employment.

 4,784 science and technology jobs are located on the Neighbor 
Islands, or 17% of total science and technology employment 

 4,158 net new jobs were created between 2002 and 2007 within 
Hawaii’s public and private technology sectors.

 Private sector tech accounts for 4.5 percent of US employment but 
lags behind at only 2.8% in Hawaii.

 However, Hawaii’s tech sector is catching up to the mainland, with 
3.3% annual growth compared with 1.8% on the mainland (between 
2002 and 2007).



Preliminary Data not for distribution or 
attribution.

Technology & Innovation as a Share 
of Hawaii’s Economy
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Accommodation & food services

State & Local Government

Retail trade

Federal Government 

Health care & social assistance

Administrative & waste services

Construction

Other services, except public Admin

Real estate & rental & leasing

Professional & technical services

Transportation & warehousing

Finance & insurance

Private Tech Sector

Wholesale trade

Arts, entertainment, & recreation

Educational services

Manufacturing

Agriculture, forestry, fishing & hunting

Information

Mgt of companies & enterprises

Utilities

Source: EMSI 



Sound Bite #3:

During the next decade, the tech sector is 
expected to grow at a rate 46% faster than 
the rest of the economy and private sector 
tech companies are expected to grow at a 
rate 61% faster.



Trends Suggest 20 years of Economic 
Diversification Policies Are Working

 Early visionaries Gov. Ariyoshi, Gov. 
Cayetano, Senator Inouye

 Increased Investment in University of Hawaii:  
NSF, NIH, EPSCoR

 Impact of Senator Inouye and Congressional 
Delegation

 Act 221/215 – Hawaii State Legislature
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There will be no safety net 
without a diversified tax base.



Mahalo.

www.hiscitech.org
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