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Statement of 
DANIEL A. GRABAUSKAS 

Executive Director and CEO, Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation 
before the  

 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

 
Wednesday, April 8, 2015 

9:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

 
In consideration of 

SCR143 
URGING THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU IN COORDINATION WITH THE HONOLULU 

AUTHORITY FOR RAPID TRANSPORTATION TO DEVELOP A PLAN TO GENERATE REVENUE FOR 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF RAIL 

and 
SR86 

URGING THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU IN COORDINATION WITH THE HONOLULU 
AUTHORITY FOR RAPID TRANSPORTATION TO DEVELOP A PLAN TO GENERATE REVENUE FOR 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF RAIL 
 

Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Kouchi, and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, 
 
The Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART) supports the intent of SCR143 and SR86, 
which urges the City and County of Honolulu in coordination with HART to develop a plan to generate 
revenue for operations and maintenance of rail, and provides the following comments. 
 
HART supports diverse mechanisms to generate revenue for the operations and maintenance of the 
rail, including tax increment financing (TIF), community facilities districts (CFD), and identifying 
excess property at rail stations.  In fact, HART completed a study in August 2011 called the Station 
Area Development Potential Report, which examined development potential for underutilized parcels 
in the Honolulu Rail Transit Project station areas.  Similarly, the City and County of Honolulu 
produced a report in September 2010 called the Transit Oriented Development Economic and 
Financial Study Value Capture Opportunity Analysis, which studied opportunities for tax abatement, 
CFDs, TIF, and property acquisition to help fund additional programmatic needs around rail stations. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide written testimony.
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