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STATEMENT OF THE ILWU LOCAL 142 ON S.B. 375

RELATING TO INDUSTRIAL HEMP





The ILWU Local 142 supports S.B. 375, which authorizes the growing of industrial hemp for certain purposes under specified conditions and appropriates funds for the Department of Agriculture to assist in registration of industrial hemp growers and seed testing.



Since the decline of sugar and pineapple production in Hawaii, acres of good agricultural land have remained fallow or have undergone or will undergo extensive development.  While other crops have been introduced to replace sugar and pineapple and provide jobs for hundreds of people, some of them have faced stiff opposition from environmentalists and others who oppose genetically modified organisms (GMO) and large-scale pesticide use.  The irony is that those who oppose GMO’s also oppose expanded development and want to “keep the country country.”  



Hawaii’s economy needs diversification.  Tourism may be our number one industry but cannot be the state’s sole economic driver.  Indeed, tourism needs agriculture for its survival as much as it needs beaches and good weather.  Flying over Maui and seeing acres of green, growing sugar cane is a delight for both visitors and residents.  The State recognized the importance of agricultural lands on the North Shore of Oahu and wisely appropriated funding to obtain lands owned by the Galbraith Estate.  



S.B. 375 offers an opportunity for another crop to make use of vacant agricultural lands, provide jobs, stave off development, and preserve open spaces.  That crop is industrial hemp, which is not the same as marijuana used for medicinal and recreational drug purposes.  While from the same family as marijuana, industrial hemp is low in THC, scientifically different from marijuana, and cultivated differently.  Industrial hemp is grown for its seed and fiber content and is used to produce food, oil, and fabric for clothing.  



We believe this is a crop is worth consideration for its economic potential.  S.B. 375 provides for a pilot project to cultivate industrial hemp and regulation of growers and seed testing.



The ILWU urges passage of S.B. 375.  Thank you for considering our testimony. 
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SB375
Submitted on: 2/10/2015
Testimony for AGL/JDL on Feb 10, 2015 14:46PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Alan Yoshimoto Individual Support No

Comments: I support SB375 for the Industrialization of Hemp in Hawaii because of its
 potential positive impacts on agriculture business, construction, and research.
 Hempcrete and birdseed are proven viable business models tied to hemp production.
 Phytoremediation and biofuels with hemp crops have extensive research
 possibilities. Focus on sustainable agriculture in Hawaii is often talked about but
 often falls short of implementation. Hemp can safely lead the sustainable agriculture
 drive in Hawaii, where farmers and businesses grow and use fiber and seed products
 (grown on our soil) without shipping in costly supplies. New job sectors and product
 innovation awaits with passage of this bill. I ask for your support for this useful crop. 
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 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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Testimony for AGL/JDL on Feb 10, 2015 14:46PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at
 Hearing

Angie Hofmann Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Aloha,I strongly support SB375. This crop will greatly enhance our
 economy. 21 US states have already passed industrial hemp legislation. Expanding
 the growing of industrial hemp to all Hawaii will give farmers the opportunity to grow
 this crop and develop seed and strains that will boost our economy while helping to
 clean our soil. Sincerely, Angie Hofmann
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SB375
Submitted on: 2/10/2015
Testimony for AGL/JDL on Feb 10, 2015 14:46PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Hillary Palmer Individual Support No

Comments: Please support this bill. Hemp is the most viable crop to replace Sugar
 and GMO crops and testing in Hawaii. We have a great opportunity to change the
 face of Hawaii's economy for the better. Don't waste this chance to secure Hawaii's
 economic future. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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SB375
Submitted on: 2/9/2015
Testimony for AGL/JDL on Feb 10, 2015 14:46PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

I AM Individual Support No

Comments: Re: SB375 Please legalize Hemp growing in Hawaii to restore depleted
 sugarcane plantation lands and to create profitable harvests for our farmers, which
 will lead to more tax revenues for Hawaii. Hemp is a Win-Win for nature and people.
 Respectfully, I AM
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Re: SB375 
Please legalize Hemp growing in Hawaii to restore depleted sugarcane plantation 
lands and to create profitable harvests for our farmers, which will lead to more tax 
revenues for Hawaii. Hemp is a Win-Win for nature and people.
Respectfully, I AM
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Submitted on: 2/9/2015
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Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Keith Kamita Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:AGLTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Keith.t.kamita@gmail.com

PAGE  

SENATE BILL 375

February 10, 2015

Page 2



TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 375

RELATING TO INDUSTRIAL HEMP

By

Keith Kamita

Senate Committee on Agriculture

Senator Russell E. Ruderman, Chair


Senator Gil Riviere, Vice Chair


Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Chair


Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair


Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 2:45 PM


State Capitol, Room 414 


Chairs Ruderman and Keith-Agaran, Vice Chairs Riviere and Shimabukuro and Members of the Committees:


Today I am testifying as a private citizen; however I have 29 years of experience in the regulation and enforcement of controlled substance laws in the State of Hawaii.  I would like to make a few comments relating to Senate Bill 375 that proposes to authorize the growing of "Industrial hemp" defined as the plant Cannabis sativa L. (marijuana) and any part of such plant, whether growing or not, with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than 0.3 per cent on a dry weight basis for certain purposes under specified conditions.   

Senate Bill 375 as written seems to indicate that “Industrial hemp” will be marijuana with not more than .3% of THC; however the following sections of SB375 indicate that a person might have over the .3% of THC level. 


Even with this bill with the language listed below the researcher will have to get a State controlled substance registration as a researcher


On page 16, lines 16 through Page 7 line 2



 “§141-    Cultivation by established agricultural research institutions.  Institutions of higher education shall be permitted to cultivate or possess industrial hemp with a laboratory test report that indicates a percentage content of tetrahydrocannabinol that is greater than 0.3 per cent if that cultivation or possession contributes to the development of types of industrial hemp that is not more than a tetrahydrocannabinol limit of 0.3 per cent.”


Or on Page7 lines 3 through 9 

     §141-    Prohibited activities.  The possession outside of a field of lawful cultivation of resin, flowering tops, or leaves that have been removed from the hemp plant is prohibited; provided that the presence of a de minimis amount, or insignificant number, of hemp leaves or flowering tops in hemp bales that result from the normal and appropriate processing of industrial hemp shall not constitute possession of marijuana.

Does this mean that the hemp could be over the .3 THC content?


On Page 8 lines 1 through 4



     "§712-    Industrial hemp.  The possession, cultivation, sale, receipt, or transfer of industrial hemp as authorized under part       of chapter 141 shall not constitute an offense under this part."


This would also include persons caught in possession of “Industrial Hemp” that is over the .3 % THC content who claim the exception to the hemp definition as defined in Senate Bill 375 under the section §141-  Cultivation by established agricultural research institutions.   


If the legislature feels that this bill is necessary then it should be mandated that if a person asserts the defense that he/she possesses industrial hemp then it shall be the individual’s responsibility to prove that the marijuana he/she possesses contains .3% or less of THC at his or her expense.  


Thank you for allowing me to testify on this matter.
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SB375
Submitted on: 2/9/2015
Testimony for AGL/JDL on Feb 10, 2015 14:46PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Lori Nakamura-Higa Individual Support No

Comments: 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Mark Shaw Individual Support No

Comments: I strongly support SB375 . 21 US states have already passed industrial
 hemp legislation. Hawaii is in a unique position to grow industrial hemp year round
 and be on the leading edge of this multi-million dollar industry. 1 test site isn't enough
 for Hawaii to compete with the rest of the country. In order to succeed and create an
 industry Hawaii farmers and Large Agriculture companies need to be able to grow
 this crop now! Expanding the growing of industrial hemp to all Hawaii will give
 farmers the opportunity to grow this crop and develop seed and strains that will boost
 our economy while helping to clean our soil. Respectfully yours Mark A Shaw
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Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Mitsuko Hayakawa Individual Support No

Comments: 
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