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SB 1177
RELATING TO THE STATE FOUNDATION ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS

Chair Taniguchi and members of the committee, | am Jonathan Johnson,

executive director of the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts and | am

pleased to provide comments on SB 1177.

We are aware that this is a no growth year and departments are not
requesting positions. Therefore, this response is based on the premise put forth
in this bill that additional staffing will address some of the concerns outlined in
the management audit of 2014.

The effective tracking and collection of one percent funds would be
supported by adding staff to our agency’s fiscal admin'istration and Art in Public
Places Program.

Two arts program specialist positions in Art in Public Places would enable
the SFCA to be more responsivé in meeting the demand for works of art projects
in new State construction, arts education services and access to arts
programming, particularly for underserved areas of our state.

If it is the desire of the Legislature, we suggest reinstating positioné that
were abolished largely due to vacancies. All proposed positions would be
supported by the Works of Art Special Fund within the projected biennium
budget.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you on this matter.
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Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Committee:

[ am Jan Yamane, Acting State Auditor. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on

this bill, which would appropriate moneys to establish four FTEs within the SFCA.

As you are aware, in November 2014 we published our Audit of the Hawai ‘i State Foundation on
culture and the Arts (Report No. 14-11). We found, as we had in our 1976 and 1999 audits, that
the foundation’s commission still struggled to fulfill its proper role in guiding the SFCA, and that
continued planning and oversight deficiencies undermined accountability for the SFCA’s
primary public arts resources—the Works of Art Special Fund and a nearly 6,300 piece art
collection. Instead of focusing on planning and policy, the commission disproportionately
devoted its efforts to arts operations. We urged the commission to improve its strategic planning

to achieve better accountability for its special fund and the achievement of its strategic goals.



We also urged the foundation to improve its oversight of Works of Art Special Fund compliance
and to propose, if needed, statutory changes to reduce the special fund assessment or allow
broader use of surplus moneys. Finally, we suggested the commission embrace its responsibility

to conduct and document its decision-making publically and openly as required by law.

Report No. 14-11 recommended, among other things, that the foundation evaluate whether its
enabling statute, Chapter 9, HRS, needed updating; and if so, propose appropriate legislative
changes. While we did not specifically suggest the SFCA request additional resources, this bill

is intended to address the spirit of our recommendation.

[ am available to answer any questions you may have.
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February 12, 2015

Honorable Brian Taniguchi, Chair
Senate Committee on Higher Education and the Arts

Senate Bill 1177
Relating to the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts

Dear Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Committee,

My name is Daniel Chun President of the American Institute of Architects
(AIA) speaking in SUPPORT OF THE INTENT of Senate Bill 1177. AIA was
among the original supporters of Hawaii’s then-innovative Art in Public Places
legislation. Architect Alfred Preis, a Fellow of the American Institute of
Architects, was the first SFCA director. AIA architects have consistently
defended the 1% set aside, believing that public art enriches public buildings
by magnifying the history and culture of these unique islands.

The Art in Public Places is a special fund that needs to used for its
intended noble purpose, lest the CIP-based funds for public art management
and construction be raided for some other purpose. We understand that
SFCA has had recent difficulties in initiating, managing and completing art
projects and other programs due to staff cutbacks.

Assisting SFCA in meeting its mission also has economic benefits
ranging from artist commissions to enriching the Hawaii visitor experience;
among these experiences being an adequately managed state art museum.
Thank you for this opportunity to support the intent of Senate Bill 1177.

Fellow, the American Institute of Architects

The objectives of the AIA Hawaii State Council are to represent AIA members on matters of state-wide interest, and
to provide assistance to state, governmental and regulatory bodies regarding issues affecting the architecture
profession and Hawaii’s built environment. The AIA Hawaii State Council is incorporated as a 501©6 tax-exempt
organization in the State of Hawaii.



TO: Committee on Higher Education and the Arts
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair

FROM: Duane Preble, Emeritus Professor of Art, UHM

STRONG SUPPORT for SB 1177 Relating to the State Foundation on
Culture and the Arts

Thurs. February12, 2015 - 1:15 pm Conf. Room 224 Copies to members.
Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Committee:

My name is Duane Preble, Emeritus Professor of Art, UH Manoa

| support SB 1177. The State Foundation on Culture and the Arts had four
established FTE positions that were lost due to vacancies in 2009 and 2010.

Overextended SFCA staff members have sorely missed these positions.

Restoration of the positions is urgently needed now in response to the recent
audit finding that recommends more thorough management of the Art in

Public Places and the Relocatable Works of Art Collections.

The four returned positions will use Special, not General funds. And, as you

know, Special Funds do not add to the State deficit.
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