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Honolglu, Hawaii
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Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015

State of Hawaiil

Sir:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred S.B. No.
961, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to amend petition and hearing
procedures for assisted community treatment.

Specifically, this measure, among other things:

(1) Establishes that a psychiatric examination for the
initiation of proceedings for asgisted community
treatment shall be valid so long as the examiner is able
to receive enough information from the subject of the
petition to reach a diagnosis of the mental illness of
the subject of the petition, and to express a
professional opinion concerning the same, even 1f the
subject of the petition is not fully cooperative;

(2) Removes the 1l0-day limit for setting a hearing date

after the filing of a petition for assisted community
treatment;

(3) Amends petition and hearing notice requirements;
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(4) Specifies hearing circumstances under which a guardian
ad litem, public defender, or other court-appointed
counsel may be appointed to assist a subject of a
petition, while clarifying that the subject of the
petition is not required to accept legal representation
by the public defender or other court-appointed counsel;

(5) Establishes a "within a reasonable time" requirement for

psychiatric assessments used in a hearing to commit a
subject of a petition to receive assisted community
treatment;

{6) Removes provisionsg allowing the court to order a subject

to be examined by a licensed psychiatrist; and

{(7) Reguires treating providers to provide information to
the Department of Health for reporting purposes.

The Department of Health and Waipahu Alcha Clubhouse Advisory

Board provided testimony in support of this measure. The
Department of the Attorney General provided comments.

Your Committee has amended this measure by adopting the
amendments proposed by the Department of the Attorney General
relating to the appointment of counsel and making technical,
nonsubstantive amendments for clarity, comsistency, and style.

Ag affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
961, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Third Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 961,
sS.D. 2, H.D. 3.

Regpectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Finance,

S=

SYLVIA LUKE, Chair

SB961 HD3 HSCR FIN HMS 2015-3163

LT DR R B



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Twenty-eighth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

NSeR\633

Bill/Resolution No.:

SB 961, SD2, HD2

Committee Referral:

BuT, JUD, FIN

Date:

4/7/2015

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to:

Q Pass, unamended (as is) I{%’:ss, with amendments (HD)
O Pass short form bill with to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

3 Hold

FIN Members Ayfﬁ Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LUKE, Sylvia (C) s

2. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. (VC) i Ve

3. CACHOLA, Romy M. /

4. CULLEN, Ty J.K. - )

5. DeCOITE, Lynn /.

6. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling 7 P

7. JORDAN, Jo P 7

8. KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett /v

9. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand 7

10. LOWEN, Nicole E. /o

11. ONISHI, Richard H.K. >

12. TOKIOKA, James Kunane 7 s

13. YAMASHITA, Kyle T. >

14. POUHA, Feki 7 P

15. WARD, Gene e
TOTAL(1S) [ ( {

The recommendation is:

&Adopted
If joint referral,

QO Not Adopted

cormmittee acrenym(s}

did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair's or designee's signafure:

=

K —

Distribution:

Original (White)~=Tbmmittee

Duplicate (Yelflow) — Chief Clerk's Office

Duplicate (Pink} -- HMSQ




