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March 3, 2009 at 9:30 a .. I11. 

111c Legal Aid Society of Hawaii hereby prOVIdes U!stimooy in support ofSB 1668 - RELATING TO 
I IUMAN SERVlCES to the Senate Committee on \'(/ays and Means. 

The Legal AId Socu::ty of Hawaii provides free legal servIces to the low-income population of the State of 
Hawaii. Wle provi.ded clvillegal2Sslstance to those In need through nine offices located in Lihue, \,\'aianllc, 
Iionolulu, Kaneohe, Kll.unakakat, Lanai City, \Vlliluku, Kona and Huo. Q\-er the years we ha\'e prO\,ded 
leadership around public benefits Issues and on an annual baSIS upd:uc our public benefits manual and 
prOVide a two-day training on public benefits. 

As wriltcn, tlus bill would creafe a single disabIlity benefits program for the aged, blind, temporaril)' 
incapacn:ucd and disabled. TIus single disabilit), bCllefits program would ensure that all those on disability 
assistance would continue to receivc the same level of assistance regardless of type of disability. It would 
combine the twO current progrnms Assistancc to the Aged Blind and Permanently and Totally Disabled and 
Gcneral Assistance lUSt as their current budget code IS. B)' doing so there would be no disparities between 
the asslstancc provided nor difficultIes with the transferring of funds between programs. 

Thank you for the opportuni~' to tesufy. 

Sincerdy, 

M. Nalam FUlilllO[l 
Interim Execuu\"e Director 
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