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I wish to speak in strong support of HCR 18/HR14 that requests appropriate
exemptions for grandparents caring for grandchildren to remain in Senior Housing
until suitable housing is obtained. Given the downturn in the economy and the
related shortage of affordable housing, this is one option that should be provided
for grandparents who are raising their grandchildren. My wife and I help to raise
our grandchild in our home and while we are blessed with homeownership, there
are many others who are struggling to find and/or keep their home. We also know
that many more are caring for their grandchildren because of family problems that
make it safer and more nurturing to live with grandparents. It is not a situation that
grandparents/retirees choose to do but rather forced to accept.

For the sake of the children, we need to place them in nurturing care and in most
cases, environments that can bring joy and life to both the young and the elderly. I
would only suggest that appropriate agreements be drafted to make it clear that the
grandparents are liable and responsible for the actions of their grandchildren

Thank you for allowing me to testify on this measure.
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My name is Jacqueline Chong, and I am the chair for the Na Tutu, Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Coalition. I am also a member ofthe Hawaii Task Force for Grandparents Raising Grandchildren and speak on
behalf of this resolution. The Na Tutu has supported many issues relating to grandparents who suddenly find
themselves the primary caregiver of grandchildren. In Hawaii, where hanai and Ohana systems were once a
cultural practice, we find that these systems no longer exist in our society, especially in the area of housing.

There are senior citizen residence complexes throughout the state, funded by the federal government and
although the fair housing act specifically says no discrimination based on familial status, there are conflicting
policies and procedures regarding this issue. In a senior citizen complex, no residents under the age of 18 are
allowed, although grandchildren can visit for a short period of time. When a grandparent suddenly finds
themselves with a grandchild(ren) to care for, an eviction notice just as suddenly appears. A grandparent must
now decide on giving the child up, or find another place to live, where the rental rates are much higher than at
the senior complex; or live on the beach in Waianae or Kapiolani Park, Waikiki.

The housing authorities once sent a memo to all the resident managers requesting that residents be given a time
to try to solve their problems of caring for a grandchild, or if the situation cannot be solved, then be placed on
the waiting list for a family unit on a priority basis. However, not all managers adhered to the memo and
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· problems still existed. This resolution calls for stronger action to be taken, that all seniors, living in public and
private senior citizen complexes, who are caring for their grandchildren, be identified and that exemptions be
made in policies, procedures, and house rules to allow seniors to remain in their units until suitable housing is
available.

Grandparents raising grandchildren is a growing population throughout our country, and Hawaii is the leading
state in the nation of grandparents raising grandchildren. In Hawaii, grandparents have always cared for their
grandchildren, its part of our culture and we must do all we can to help these grandparents raise another
generation of children, remove the stumble blocks that keep them from enrolling their grandchildren in school
and participating in parent/teacher consultations; allow grandparents to seek all medical services that will
provide for a healthy child; and allow grandparents who are caring for their grandchildren to keep a roof over
their heads.

Thank you and I ask for your full support.
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House of Representatives
Committees on Health and on Human Services

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES
Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair
Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair

DATE: Tuesday, March 17,2009
TIME: 10:45 a.m.
PLACE: Conference Room 329

HCR14 Status/HR 18

REQUESTING PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AGENCIES TO MAKE APPROPRIATE
EXEMPTIONS FOR GRANDPARENTS CARING FOR GRANDCHILDREN TO
REMAIN IN SENIOR HOUSING UNTIL SUITABLE HOUSING IS OBTAINED.

As a member of the Na Tutu Coalition I support HCR 14 HR 18

Grandparents raising grandchildren are increasing rapidly in the United States as well
as Canada and many other countries. Unfortunately, as they take on this task they are
often retired with limited financial resources. The seniors have been told to leave their
Senior Housing when a grandchild shows up for their help because the parents are
unable or unwilling to care for their child or children. Alternate housing is either
unavailable or too costly for them until they can request additional resources.

Please help these grandparents raising grandchildren.

'1 and Na Tutu asks for your support of HCR14 Status/HR 18 which is an important
outcome of the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Task Force.

Carole Mulford
Na Tutu Member
47-350 Waihee Rd Kaneohe HI 96744
808-239-5521
e-mail: mahoe7779@hotmail.com

TO: HLTtestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov.


