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Garrett Toguchi, Chairperson, Board of Education

H.B. No. 86, Proposing an Amendment to Article X, Section 2, of the Hawaii
Constitution Relating to Education

Proposes a constitutional amendment to allow the Board of Education
(Board) Student Member to vote.

Chairperson Takumi, Vice Chairperson Berg, and members of the House
Committee on Education, thank you for the opportunity to submit comments

on H.B. No. 86.

The Board notes that this measure would remove the non-voting restriction
established under the Hawaii State Constitution from the Student Board

Member.

The Board recognizes that measures similar to this have been introduced in
previous legislative sessions. At this time, however, the Board has not
taken a position on this measure. The Board Committee on Legislation,
Public Charter Schools & Public Libraries will be meeting tomorrow to

discuss this measure and others similar to it.
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As Board members, we appreciate the valuable perspective and insight of
the Student Board Member in sharing the day-to-day educational needs,

experiences, and concerns of students in our meeting discussions.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.



House Bill (HB) Number 86
Title: Student BOE Member to vote on all matters

Good afternoon, Senators. Alesha Gooden is a planner from the Central District, senior at
Aiea High School, and unfortunately could not make it today's hearing. However, she would like
to speak in strong support of this bill which would ask for the student member of the BOE to vote
on all matters.

This bill asks for a constitutional amendment: true. But the constitution was initially
amended to create the student position as well. If we did it once—why not again? According to
the Attorney General in 2004, I believe, there is issue of conflict when it comes to the Board
member being a voting member and still a minor. As long as it is written into the constitution, it is
acceptable, and therefore, should be whole-heartedly pushed for.

If any amendments should be made to this bill, perhaps it should be that the member do not
vote on ALL matters. It is my understanding that voting on personnel issues would be a conflict or
interests, and so, should be excluded from Student Board member rights.

Regardless, it is the will of the keiki of Hawaii to have this voting right. Whether the rights
be full or partial, as long as the Board Member possesses significant weight on the Board, we will
be content. Since 1988 we have wanted this right and we believe our time is due.
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From: Susan_Sato/OIS/HIDOE@notes. k12.hi.us

Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 2:24 PM

To: EDNtestimony

Cc: Alesha Gooden

Subject: Testimony for HB 86 from Secondary Student Conference
Attachments: SSC#4Testimony.pdf

Aloha:

On behalf of student planner of the 2008 Secondary Student Conference, Alesha Gooden fr Aiea High School please
except 26 testimonies for HB 86 from secondary students of Hawaii who due to their school schedules are unable to
attend the House Education Committee 2/11/09 scheduled for 2 pm.

If you have questions please contact:
Alesha Gooden

2260554

agoodenr@hotmail.com




December 6, 2008
From: Matthew Howard, Central District-Mililani High School
Subject: Support of voting rights for the Board of Education student member.

Aloha! My name is Matthew Howard, and | am currently a senior at Mililani High School. | strongly
support this resolution and | would like to ask for your support. The student member on the Board of
Education is involved in all aspects of the board. The member takes part in all activities and assumes all
responsibilities as adult members. However, the student member does not have the right to vote. If the
student member on the BOE is supposed to be representing all public high school students in Hawaii,
the member should have the right to vote.

Students across the state of Hawaii have expressed their full support for voting rifhts of the BOE
student member. One of the major reasons why this resclution passed was the fact th the student
member works just as Jong and hard and understands policies, making him/her qualified to make
educated decisions. Also, having a representative a high school student’s age will allow the member to
more effectively relay the view and voices of Hawaii’s youth.

Hawaii has always been on the forefront in supporting its student activities programs that
individuals on the mainland wish they had. Please continue Hawaii's tradition of being at the forefront
of supporting students by granting full voting rights to future Board of Education student members.
Providing this privilege will allow the students of Hawaii to let their voices be heard.



December 6, 2008
From: Alesha Gooden, Central District-Aiea High School
Subject: Supporting full-voting rights for the Student BOE Member.

Aloha! My name is Alesha Gooden from Aiea High School. | would like to ask for your support on a
highly important issue. Though the Secondary Student Conference has been passing resolutions
concerning full voting rights for the for the student BOE member, | believe that it is about time to ratify
it. The occupation of Student BOE Member is useless for representation comes only with equality.
“Separate but equal” is a voice no longer endorsed by the United States of America. Being so, it is time
that the state of Hawaii granted equality to the separate party of the Student BOE Member.

The resolution passed at the 2008 Secondary Student Conference strongly endorsed a fullvoting
right for the Student BOE Member. Frankly, | cannot imagine an official policy-making body promoting
anything else. It is important that the state comply with the values and yearnings of the federal
government. This should be reason enough to grant the Student BOE Member his/her voting rights. As
a representative of the student body of Hawaii, this resolution must be accepted.

Thank you for your consideration and | strongly hope you will support the Secondary Student
Conference in this effort.



December 6, 2008
From: Caselyn Gale Pacpaco, Cental District- Aiea High School

Subject: Support of Resolution 4, voting rights for the Board of Education (BOE) Student Member

Hello! My name is Caselyn Gale Pacpaco, and I am currently a junior at Aiea High School. 1 am definitely support
Resolution 4 and hope that you would also take it into consideration. The responsibility of the student member
commensurate within those of the Board yet they do not carry the same right. The policy makers make policies for
the students therefore they shall have a voice that is a direct effect on them. A chain of communication is created
between the feflow students to the student member. The student member would be able to represent those 182,000+
students.

This topic has been brought up for many years and unanimously voted in support. In fact, there are states that allow
the student member a vote, whether it be full or partial. Some of these states are California, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Tennessee, lowa, Washington DC and even US Territory of Guam. It is to my understanding that it
is also supported by the Hawaii State Board of Education, Hawaii State Senate, Hawaii House Education Committee
and our recent governor, Linda Lingle. Pursuing voting rights for the BOE Student member has been a continuous
concern from the students.

I appreciate your time an 1 hope that you will support Resolution 4, voting rights for the student board member.
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pecember Lo, 200%

Frowm - JoYia) Mmalgq, Lonward -Kapiay wah SOnool,
: Y

FURjeC Y : sUppPoY ¥ 9§ vIring vigwiy oy He Bogrd 0F Educarion
membds ™

hello, My narme 1§ doried Mawga, ond T am curcentty

A Junisy a4 Kagde thgh s Unodl, ”f:S"(Y'W\q\AJ\ aqrew 10 alow
Al VIRring Viguig, oY Hre. Baad of EJdcation Member and
L woudd e 1o ask for Yo sup part, The BUES studond
memipds ot cml/q repregntg s ) s Sonooi, buk the BUE
MO M es” N»Pr&ﬁm over 150,000 of Hamwvau 13 studedn \n
ovexr 250 pulelho SThoola. The Studont oleeted as a mameds
0F He PDE +akes paryin ald achunhes and respmsibiiihes
an YN oHnar memvery M dosene) Y ﬂcj?d’f*b v

Studenie aces e Stue of hawali are dffeeted

by +H deciiions made by P Poe. T4 windd b e ahicay
A0 Ay PN studlnt membes Yo ngaxy o vttt on the
lsoues Hhakwil| Avecpy affeck over 182, 0U0 s tudent.
The student ROE emdoel swdd hae e rigur o
VIiHe, on Aeygiuns Peeause Yo decisivng vehed on
affects many students m Hana ), alow the Studenr
TWUE member 10 do theyy U negntsént Hapaild studinds,

Thank Yom_fur Y Hirmes and omméﬂm,ﬁm tJmUx/) epe)
Yo vl eupport ﬂﬂfm/q He) BUE student Memnbe, Full
Vm“nn,q f\qhﬁ‘&




*4

Witmper &, 2008
T Fom : Socdlan Feweiry ’ Lopward Dlsh ) V apold] H%éﬁw‘l

Subpot: Doting ngws For hee Board of Blucadion prombor’

Mb“o, MY Oane. o, Tordan Feweirs agod Z Gu &[m/ﬂ'} AWM
High Sonoel. Bt o) M Shudeat Memwar dmmt have the, pghb
ko vele, bud qu shae,  #e__ sare resprsilihes a5 yhes
other” wtmbers . oo ghudted mempe/ represests  ovex [ %0, o
Shwlots god Jeseres e wwe goof '”Ij“‘ ta vete.

L0 oher Sfaes ik Calhrna  HN  Stident upupa has IWE
right /(o vele, Thb—g put 14 the. Frme and hard_work _So_}His
le less] tha) dhey _decorw, Haviq 4@ Do, Shuwerl membars
e, count Ll Werase, W ¢lugked MW!veMe.o} IN Sludea)
aoverment and gduepton. Ty Al mabe, them ecpre. duwace

7

\ {M@j@ for_yow te . 1 hope you_S upgar'y W biff.




Decemboer G, 2008

Ffom's Craew Monika L, beowacd —~ Pl Uy H’lﬁlﬂ Selnool

bv&)&{d’( Sumao{’r of \io‘c‘mj Risiaky ‘RW My Bound of Eduwh_.,: Hepabar

Helto, my namo 18 Grmew Mortn , anek £ am & purnt Bechan ab Pearl Gby lhign Shal. T am
18 by aférimshon el yoW? Suppork w drody bo oppriiated. A Bao monenk, firy Binal of
Eowshon dustimd wembe ot ngh hawy o Somo ngnly gy by st bvand membis | haveres

ho/dne chll ing b putorm  thw gume vepaaghibins . Honeslly | Ban ket Aselubohy o SU51

abal. Ty W’O’“wa‘ "bl\!ou oy adevuale lnow, oo Bosrt vt Edusobion_grusiint maemibsss

neprivepks apprograkely (90,000 Shustenks i over 250 provany st scumduny schoels, Wl t

prondiry e dusenh mumdsc wling aghts, M0, m Rownid pudie sphodl sheclys  arg ok

(mvg yoieed.

Hovests, bt _se tsbnine on tarng 4 shulonk womber mibao burt f By s not alde
b voke indd vore Bro ileny aml st arel teleny of oshudo k17 Sl labs ,m,/g,,,,Mﬁ,nlgl
ot poples o o0 abbeced by Mo Bourd 16 Bliiahin, 5 shouldis b hawe b Sty '
alep? The Bowrdl 26 Pdusobion ghndent modies 18 ouy dptn window — sy volee.

Shetents o betn puvswwny Vuhv*{l;, "i”“h for baw Baesd 06 Bdicatron studots Pcd—
e M08 Thi guake ol Baab Qi shupent arv donasdung  Buso yobug

. ) P 7
ights | pund ravd tsHe Bnw o ack wpon Pragts contitbont reguetks. W e an!”

Thsens you bor yows Lm‘W gk proswnas s




December b, 200
From! Mark HRoky

SURIRCH ©  QUPPOT of W Voling rightS
Lovr +he Peard of Educa¥on (Bog)

srudent member.

Hello! My name iS§ Mark Aoki, gnd T
am_Cuyrrenfly g SoPhomove GfF RooSevert
H\Qh Schodl In Bonolulu. AS a Sudent
Vbeliey® SHrongly in +he’ impoianNee oOF
ClHoW Wy SNNASAR a SHeng YOTe 1IN
Their own faucahon. T peliex® 4+hat T
am veyry Ver&e M the REUEE ‘haef
dace, Inhe Haowaiir chudens and my
Lellow 199,000 peexris are g8 'well.

How doeg 4he BOE know +he dailV
aspectS of a cludentkC [ife 7 Do +hey
Understand,_the additional srrecs added
v INCreaging Cr@,d\Jr req W Menis T They
COnY wirhour o GHUdeNT memper Y-S
We ArRady Naver g Grudent memver,

Ut Witeur d Voo HhiS e e Nag
© Hue Power 4o exCexize/ hi€ihey

S ioN '

GQoverneyr- Linda Lingley s Well g
Previoug VOFeS made by the/ thq o
N© expressed Support 40 QiVihg
+he, dudent MemeS- -fhe rt@ T6 Vode,

3




Finally in agddition T belieye ¥hat by Q‘x\ﬂéﬁ
he Edent memper  n rignd 4o/ kot

WS ToWest more  of e ChudientQ CANCGHMN
Y0NS SRIANS., Thil€ WA Pe ih ine)
WD ong OF  Hawah  general [earh

er
OQUCOTEL (GalOS) +0 P& O CelF dweﬁed
Learher.

Thankyou  $ox Voumyr +ime. and T

nobe  Yod W\ Cubgoet M GaNce on
+hig €due. r




Decemnber b, 2098

From . Dominiue ?g\f:wﬂ"“, avas Districk  ainee High Schos|

subjeckt: Svupport of vokwg Righde Ffor tre Board sl Edocation
i Smber, ‘

Alohe, vy name & Domimgue ?W» and | am c,wreM—‘q 6 Semor af
tjacmec~ Mgk Schoch, i anf.&r{,\\.\ ask Sor wovr sepport. The Board

ok Edwcation swember wid elecked by B Sudewnks o Yeuwriil . The
oenber musk atdkend sl grebhwas  and  packorm Wa Sawt dokeS

cs Wt sy ol e Goordk., his i;\-embér ak€ o5 Y represeriadud
& 250 orumary and Sedondavy SAngolS , onSithing of 8B,
students. The vember mw vpiCe  guv  conterns .m\d Shate  epunons
Cwwm o skoudent prrdprdchivk | vk Mey enly  rRinayn suggritions,

Tu_ aliow Mo wember Y voke woud Q\m\l\.g e Lol rc@‘rasm‘l&hvn_

L wodd ol hke o romind yuy Hat Be sthudeat iembec s dre
only g Airedbly oflvenced by Be Bwwd's dearsivns, By
QV%zmq wes/ her rolr prv(r\cmn&\u , Bt pembar dees M.Ugmm
UL COMRYES Gnd Ssues pfe,senx«ek Mﬁm—e Ve wcambrr 1S
ayalifred o pwalR deciSiond. W 8o el W Supeuvk ot e
Board of Cdwtakion Strall  House & Mlihon Gwmitdee, and

oN A NDY Linde~ L\M!\e. *i?%l SJQQW'HN-}' s  peSclution gwim.e,
Sum‘)onl-m&‘ Yne stodends ok daoonis.

Thanle oV vR7Y  wwin Sov yevr %\me_,- ang &Rovt-




December b , 2003

rom * Bpey Vioniquo/ mith
La Petra- fow sl Scheol For-GirS

Supect © Supaort of \obing: Rights r +he Board of folucaton
Nember v

Alcha! My nome. 15 | »Smi/._and T am cwrenf '
treshmon” at (a Pe wai, Scheol for Girds in_Diom He,ad

T wollel (ke 4o agk o r‘ v suppart. Tre coryent stvation 1S

Yt on Hhe Board of Bducaton a S‘h)d@?f member cbes ot have

anum}c*ﬁnarn ez members are requived 4o aftendd He same.

mcehngs and public inearings. buitis noF-aloned o vote in e Binal

2 corchadon. T. beliere Jnak Fal ez shart-pembers hove. He. same.
dhligations as Hneadult Board members |, then W%’w)d hove. +he.

‘ qame m%{h~ te We wovld not be He only- Aafe with sicknt members

Iornig, Me ’andg Ma_g @ié;ﬂm_'
cwre)nﬂw' have limited or Full wﬂnd: r'zgh% .

Tt would great 40_hove. repreaensation w‘br‘a// Audentts becoise it
lete ouwvbice be heard. Ha‘axlfmr Heivizr} % uodM Leiry heare!

encorges flem to waht speak u;@E m[hrohensvf% e oui—lm{é

of o Al jeaders! e ore represnted in the Boardl o
dezaﬁm? bt how con- wie HVe e correo%r‘ repressniec/ itk
a_Joke

Thark you for your4me ancl cengiclaration, and T hope > Yo wil] |
sup ot 16 résolution!




From: Tia HuMiganga DisArich ! Maut

gumtet : VoI g rights for the BOE iudort membor

Hello, My name i€ Tia Watiganga. | am g currety high cchobl SeniOr  attending

Maui High Schoot. My purpose for wrniting +his tesvimony is 4o porivay_my

Teasons for (rupporting the voting FIghs for the POE Crudent momber.

I _Ghongly support PE 4his resoluHoh  becayse voring nghis 4o bo mptemented

foriane BOE student wember Would create a stronger yoice for an cjudents
atrending primary and secondary ©chodls acypss lomgit. The BOE moamber 1S
Obviously veny Infedligent and hotde the Camo durics as thoSe on +he Board of
Education. They <houid be avle 4o hoid that privelage oF voring , being partiat or

Sun, in order 40 JUSHY represent the Students F Hawaii .

| Sirohgly Urge You 4o cansi der this vosolunon given Hoyou. By suppahng

+his resoluion, you are dllowing #he POEchudent member 4v bold 3hat right 4o
vOte on jssues and canflicks precented in our Hawaii €choore 4eday. To have a

voice, yet pot +he Nght 4o Voo ic absoludaly roadundant.

Thank yjod for your rimt and considamafion.




DLOLNY b, 2000
From: ®0pLNG Duted  MAui Digtriot - NOW “igh Gchool

Gupje Ot Gupport of Voting tignty for the poard OfF Education
audent membper

Hello/ My name j¢ Ronéna uted - T'm urrentiy atiending

Maui_High Gohool g9 a junior.-T am Writing thig ’

letter 10 provide tedgdng Nhy N4 Ghould “euppirt

thie_gupjlot.

1 (M, 00 1ve gtated, in otrong oupport of thiv be gy
T feel that Gtudento of the public gohool oy &tem
aesorve Dt only G ohanow to gxplain their ehd o
on_iooue, put 0 e olso . Wmrg of they WOE e
Intetligant individudle Who dre exteomely reopected.
Thouwah , thuee mémbere are hot anarg  0F how
GMaNte feeh abody  opediic cinCgrng ano 16guss.
Neg, MOE stwdent have the priveledqe. .
W_exproge their thughte.No, fney do not have 4
phyital ¢fgnCe t0 VOte N faver' or dgaingt comething.
al MOy afeect gudento pnclealy) oD mentally.  °

L ofrongly  Wrae N 10 UNGOr thie dug to e
faot_QIuen 10 NOU.ON uppOrting Thig pill, \u dfe AllNTINQ
e OUE_ctudent ember 10 not onN hetd an imjariant
Dot nwt give them the right 10 wtw.

ORI \Ou_for M time, and pWage N Gladr
thig 10 better the WG of 0 PPIG_Gohoe] GaLNTS.




December o, 2009

Fvom: Summer Wi [Efnson, Maul Distiret, /élha
Yelkaullke Hidh Scheoo]

Subject - Support of  Notipna  Rights fov Hhe
Poard_of Fducahoh St dent Memer

Aello, my name IS Summer Wi kinSon
ond . T°  am___curvenFy a__Senior
at  ing Kekaullte High Scheol on Hhre
f<land 7 of Maur. T am s ZFrang
cUupbpart of  voting mqhh Lor e/
BPoard _of  Educotiony  stuoten T

mempec. _aind T hope  you Wil
e Aoo.

The  bPoard  of  FEducafionn <tudent
member (s MMa/I Placed _on +h<

boayrd o voice” e @Dmrovm ot
thouunds  of sStudends; m)(?’%ouf/—
yoting cights, i< SFucleiPs__ vorce (s
[0s+YIn ZaddiHon, HIh  Proard of Fducdi
saUdent  member " \hac  aAll  fthe . soume
espons(bi(i4+ieS  as At adul/~ omembers:

htvefove, he  should  recieve all
ot e <ame marlfrh

Thank \/ou foy \\ouY  Hme _and
tonsidevdtion. - hope ol (lhote o
g(m@ow votina yialhds /For  ~+he

Pooaro  of AU ToN  37uolen — ymember,




December &, 200¢

Trom : Xa‘ulant dking, Maut District Samehameha Schotls

iloha, my nome, is Ka'ulani dikind, and 1 dm_Curiem iy g unid
at samenameha Cchools | a and a aegdic in the, D SWC/QI'W

L am in ﬁ/:// Support gf this iSsue f&z Q)gﬁg/ reason S. The
: umes all La, biliies
as all_the. gther BOE tembers who oy /741/@ Voﬁnq rght<. 1he
eason there is a Student tember on the. board it t te 7
he over 180,000 of flawar (s public and charter schools
students. It is_the smdeﬂf meers pas/hon fo repracent

€S of r cla the ISSUueEs
mﬁ_@m_gnm \rmras Wl Thug e dudent mepber hediver

: leqe 4y vote, on thece issueg as the, voice fav Nundred
_mmgan_d_jfsfudenf;

owai“i (s fof the onjy <tate that hac e mngm_qdapfed
a bill that allows the, Student member fo 01* indluding Californicr,

Mmmruﬂhg—ﬁmﬁ‘e Dl&f)‘nd’ D( (oimbi ?Wl ” ne

dont member with vohing vights hac been an iscue sl 1985,

1¢ tic erivlidge. ic awaid@al mﬁm&m@_@mm_m_wmn

 theiv educghon. Thank youfir yeur Hime, ondl concioielab on of
his iscug ag | dek for Your qngon‘-






