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Testimony f o r  HLT-HUS 2/6/2009 9:00:00 AM HB324 

Conference room: 329 
T e s t i f  i e r  pos i t ion :  support 
T e s t i f i e r  w i l l  be present: No 
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Comments : 
Honorable Chairs Yamane and Mizuno and Members o f  the  Health and Human Services Committees: 

F i r s t ,  we want t o  thank you f o r  in t roducing t h i s  b i l l  and supporting our kupuna. We 
apologize f o r  submitt ing t h i s  testimony la te .  We apologize fo r  not being able t o  attend the 
hearing today. 

On behalf of my husband and daughter, we support Senior Centers because: 
1) our kupuna deserve a place where they can go t o  remain ac t ive  and independent, a f t e r  a l l  
Hawaii was b u i l t  by the  hard work o f  our kupuna 
2) Senior Centers keep our kupuna act ive and out o f  care homes; 

* 

3) I f  the  State gives $337,000 t o  Lanakila S r .  Center, the  s ta te  w i l l  pay $337 a year per 
kupuna compared t o  the  State paying $84,000 a year f o r  t he  same kupuna i n  a medicaid care 
home because there  was no Senior Center f o r  our kupuna t o  remain ac t ive  and independent. 
4) Senior Centers help our kupuna fami l ies  because as long as our kupuna are ac t i ve  they are 
l ess  dependent on needing help from t h e i r  fami l ies  and t h i s  allows our fami l ies t o  continue 
having a normal l i f e .  

As former caregivers, we know how valuable Senior Centers are t o  help care f o r  our kupuna. 
Now t h a t  bowling a l l e y s  are v i r t u a l l y  e x t i n c t  on Oahu, the Senior Centers are the  on ly  
programs and services where our kupuna can go t o  remain act ive and independent. 

I f  the  Sta te  i s  look ing  t o  save money, we cannot t h i n k  o f  any be t te r  service where our money 
w i l l  be b e t t e r  spent because the  Senior Centers save the  State m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  of care 
home expenses. 

More important ly,  we owe i t  t o  our Kupuna f o r  t h e i r  hard work making Hawaii t h e  great State 
i t  i s  today. 

Remember; we w i l l  be judged by how we care f o r  our most vulnerable, our seniors, disabled and 
chi ldren.  We w i l l  be kupunas one day. 

Mahalo n u i  l o a  fo r  t h e  opportuni ty  t o  t e s t i f y  f o r  the Senior Centers, 

Sesnita Moepono, Charles A. Fern, A l i se  Fern 


