
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
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in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Toni A. Wolfson,RN 
hummingdeer@yahoo.com 
Felton, CA 95018 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Dennis Lynch 
11891 Lake Blvd 
Felton, CA 95018 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Denise Lytle 
73 Poplar St. 
Fords, NJ 08863 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. There is nothing wrong with taro so why try to fix it??? Taro is the worlds only
hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-taro, on the other hand, is not the same as
natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food supply before, and has NOT been
scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat. Moreover, the unnatural genetic
mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-allergenic, thus threatening consumers
of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact, numerous scientific studies on laboratory
animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene
mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects, birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and
damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.   
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique



and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing and enforcing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina,  
Paulette L.K.K.K. Grube-Kanaka Maoli 
 
Paulette Grube 
RR 3 Box 1213 
Pahoa, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
MABEL LONG 
26551 RIDGE RD 
WILLITS, CA 95490 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Amy Young 
31763 S Ferndale 
Bigfork, MT 59911 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
roy lunel 
12350 green tree drive 
etiwanda, CA 91739 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
wainani  texeira  
po box 492311 
keaau , HI 96749 
 
989-3606 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
christina Gauen 
558-A Maluniu Ave. 
kailua, HI 96734 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Tibor Weinreb 
1041 e 83 st 
Brooklyn, NY 11236 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Lynda Davis 
4763 Wainiha Powerhouse Rd. 
Hanalei, HI 96714 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I stand with communities across Hawaii in rejecting genetic modification of ALL taro varieties, by
supporting ban on GMO-taro.   
 
I am deeply concerned about unknown health risks, irreversible threats to native ecosystems,
cultural disrespect, outside patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural resources, and potential
harms to local farming economy, all negatives associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves Best Available Science-  
 
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs.   
 
These community-accepted practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing
appropriate water-flow standards to prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro
and pests into Hawaii, and growing many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural
disease resistance. Being that safer science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental
GMO-taro from local taro farmers or consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
 
Taro is nutritious food, especially cherished as baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for centuries; and
around the world as important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and serious food allergies.
Taro is worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-taro, on other hand, is not
same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in human food supply before, and has NOT been
scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat. Moreover, unnatural genetic mutations
of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this
uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact, numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals
show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations
introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects, birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to
Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
 
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic



modification of taro insults sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects taro plant as family member, an
older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring relationship of mankind with
plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes unique genealogical connection
between taro and Hawaiian people. Wisdom of such healthy community values must be encouraged,
not disrespected or desecrated. Despite unique and utmost importance of this plant to our
community, GMO-taro has been developed without any informed community consent, raising serious
ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers in Hawaii should encourage informed
community consent and review, not avoid oversight and involvement from communities most
affected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
 
Right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should NEVER NEVER
NEVER be owned by a corporation or university. Private patents and control of public food resources
would cripple food security, taro economy, and violate inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments
and patents cannot help taro farmers with real problems that they face and will only endanger
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
 
In "exchange" for banning GMO-taro, biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our community's
intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state or county
oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not support
any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public health.
Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific concerns.
Public and environmental safety, as well as local-governance authority, must be prioritized over
private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
 
Agricultural science has proven that taro will be as healthy as land in which it is grown and care
which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change taro plant's natural genetic
structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect local taro industry. Rather, farmers,
scientists and decision-makers must work to solve broad resource management problems that face
taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address drastically increasing challenges from invasive
diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and operating costs, has led to decrease
in taro farming and taro shortage in Hawaii. With appropriate political, scientific, and community
support, taro will once again be primary resource for Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly
to healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and patents, however, could destroy safety and
sanctity of natural taro as important allergy-free food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry
in Hawaii.  
 
As one vigorous supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect security and health of
natural taro and local taro industry by banning GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Den Mark Wichar 



711 W 25 St 
Vancouver, WA 98660 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
tina horowitz 
4701 pine street m8 
philadelphia, PA 19143 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Nancy London 
1303 Luana St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina,  
Lehua Kaulukukui 
 
 Lehua Kaulukukui 
68-1756 Puwalu St. 
68-1756 Puwalu St. Waikoloa, HI  96738 
Waikoloa , HI 96738 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Carrie Brennan 
6050 A Kapahi Rd 
Kapaa, HI 96746 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Eric Brandt 
4211 Waialae Ave. Ste. 8090 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I am the author of the book Uncertain Peril, Genetic Engineering and the future of seeds and I have
studied this topic for 15 years. The public policy, the science, the environmental and the
ethical/cultural issues demand that legislative action be taken to protect taro for both being
genetically engineered and patented.   
 
I submit my book, particularly pages 188-190 which deal with taro in Hawaii as part of my testimony
here, I will send it in separately. But I urge the legislature to join all the other countries in the world
that are banning, studying,  labeling, and regulating gmo plants and have the courage to stand up for
the traditional farmers in Hawaii and against the predatory practices of agrochemical corporations
who do not have the state's best interests in mind.   
 
It is the duty of government to protect the health, safety and food security of its people. I have read
the following message and I adopt it as part of my own.  
 
Claire Hope Cummings  
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food



supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  



 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Claire Cummings 
335 Newton Way 
Angwin, CA 94508 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Mary Elliott 
819 W. Michelterena 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
I realize that you will have your inbox flooded by e-mails such as these, most of them long and well
written with strong key points and long explanations.  My e-mail will be short and to the point.  I do
not believe that genetic modification of taro is necessary, ethical, or responsible.  Life should not be
liable to patents and I strongly oppose such an atrocity.  
 
Mahalo for your time and concern,  
Linnea Heu 
 
Linnea Heu 
P. O. Box 655 
'Ele'ele, HI 96705 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Leimomi  Martin 
128 A Behtends Ave 
Juneau, AK 99901 
 
907-723-2708 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Patricia Blair 
522 Uluhala St. 
Kailua, HI 967344410 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
When you get right sown to the wire, there have never been any long term studies of GMO food
stuff, so nobody actually knows the actual effects if any caused by the products.  One particular
company that shall not be named modifies plants to be resistant to its own weed killer, which is a
systemic, as it takes about a week for weeds to die.  The same toxins are in the plant materials
humans and non humans use for food, which could very well have a similar effect as agent orange,
but in a lower dosage.  There are always interesting results when dealing with biochemical warfare.  
 
Tie this in with the atrocity in India where cotton farmers were sold a gmo  that was supposed to
yield twice the cotton, but nobody told them it requires twice the water and subsistence farmers have
killed themselves in droves.  I believe the last count was over 150,000 farmers and family members
dead.  In the state of Illinois, an unnamed company is partaking in an action their lawyers laughingly
refer to as “rural cleansing,” the act of persecuting rural farmers by suing them into oblivion.  In many
instances, someone was “careless” with their so called “intellectual property” and it found its way to
someone else’s field, who is then hounded and threatened by the unnamed company’s goons.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Dave Kisor 
45-223 Makahinu St.  
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
 We are an organic farm called Sunny Kapoho Citrus in the Kapoho area of Puna on the Big Island.
We produce oranges and banana but not papaya because the environment here is polluted with
GMO papaya.  
  We began growing taro when Hawaii County Council bill# 361 was passed to prevent the
environment from being polluted with GMO taro.  We are so glad for this because taro is growing
better than other vegetables here.  
  Here in paradise where nature provides so abundantly we can choose exclusively from Naturally
Evolved Organisms (NEO).  Those who would choose GMO instead would pollute the environment
at our expense, externalizing their costs for monetary gain, and that would be irresponsible behavior.
 
 
Malama Aina,  
 
 
David Webb 
PO Box 2167 
Pahoa, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Aggelige Spanos 
73-1069 Ahikawa 
73-1069 Ahikawa 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Michele Chavez-Pardini 
P.O. Box 2538 
P.O. Box 2538 
Kamuela, HI 96743 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Owen Moore 
89-1190 Mamalahoa Hwy. 
Captain Cook, HI 96704 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Maureen McGraw 
P.O. Box 1081 
46-3591 lower Hamakua Rd. 
Honokaa, HI 96727 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina,  
 
 
Mililani Hanchett Krause  
Ahahui Ka'ahumanu Hana Chapter 
 
Mililani Krause 
68 Alau St. 
Hana, HI 96713 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Margaret Campbell 
P.O. Box 81599 
Haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Kathleen Soule 
P.O. Box 231 
Makawao, HI 96768 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Mark schuster 
P.O Box 4798 
Kailua-Kona, HI 967454798 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Aloha; I am a single working mother on the island of Kauai.  It is of great concern to me that things
like GMO taro just seem to "happen" to us  kama'aina consumers of taro.  
 
I know I speak for at least one hundred other mothers in my community who either don't have
access to the internet or haven't been informed of the pressing need to pass the bills to ban the
genetic modification of taro.     
 
It is unfortunate, yet true, that us "little people"--who greatly outnumber the wealthy chemical & GMO
Corporations--are so hard at work feeding our families & making Kauai a nice place to live & visit,
that we rarely have the opportunity to be heard on these vital issues that will impact our families for
generations; perhaps in the case of GMO taro, forever.  
 
Please make a permanent ban on GMO Taro.  I fully support both HB1663 & SB709 in keeping our
kalo as it has been for generations, without bringing in this "technology" that has destroyed crops all
across America.    
 
We have a beautiful island chain that people around the world want to come see.  Why even
consider importing "their" ways and change anything about our beautiful lands & culture?!  
 
Mahalo & Aloha... 
 
Dharma Wease 
5109 Iolani Place, Princeville  HI  96722 
Princeville, HI 96722 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Melinda Ahn 
47-004 Okana Place 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina,  
 
Momi Subiono  
89-709 Lani Kona Rd.  
Captain Cook, HI 96704 
 
Anna Subiono 
89-709 :Lani Kona Rd. 
Captain Cook, HI 96704 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Corey Ann Lewin 
923 N. San Vicente Blvd #7 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
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Aloha mai kakou 
 
Please preserve our most traditional and beloved food staple.  Non-GMO Kalo has been and still is
an indispensable part of Hawaii's culture. Please ban GMO Kalo!  
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes



an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Lila Liebmann 
msc 1592, 0615 SW palatine hill road 
Portland , OR 97219 
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Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Amy Cutler 
P.O. Box 11384 
P.O. Box 11384 
Hilo, HI 96721 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Harvey Arkin 
3349 A Anoai Pl 
B 
HONOLULU, HI 96822 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Nicholas Wilhoite 
4 Kaneohe Bay dr. 
Kailua, HI 96734 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Ernest Messersmith 
#206 
810 Haiku Road Ste 113 
Haiku, HI 96708-4899 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Merle O'Neill 
2428 Links Way 
Vista, CA 92081 
 
760-598-7783 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties and
supporting a ban on genetically modified taro. As a trained scientist who is familiar with laboratory
techniques for genetic modification, I am strongly opposed to the release of GMOs into the
environment under any circumstances. Controlled experimental research has shown clear risks to
the human immune system associated with ingestion of GMOs, and in the ecology of real
environments who knows what hazards can emerge?   
 
In addition to exposing future generations to the biological risks of GMOs, in the case of taro, there is
 profound cultural impact as well. To genetically modify taro/kalo would be a tremendous insult to the
Hawaiian people who consider themselves in genealogical relationship to Haloa  
 
I have been told that in "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to
turn our community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would
prohibit state or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in
Hawaii. I strongly oppose this. Until there is a research base that proves the safety of GMOs, you
must keep Hawai'i'is biodiversity safe!   
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the growing industry of taro farming by establishing a ban on GMO-taro... for the
future of Hawai'i and all of its keiki.  
 
Me ka mahalo, 
 
Z Johnson 
P.O. Box 796 
Honokaa, HI 96727 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Linda Louise Harmon 
P.O. Box 257 
P.O. Box 257 
Hanapepe, HI 96716 
 



 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
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in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Barbara Bogorad 
HC1 957 
Kula, HI 96790 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Mel S Stephen Stark 
795 Lake Holiday Drive 
Sandwich, IL 605489318 
 
815-498-2588 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Personal Note:  
I'm currently studying Enviormental Safety and you can't imagine all the things we are paying for
from the past.  I hope my voice is heard.  
 
Mahalo  
Alexis Horio  
 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  



Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Alexis Horio 
98-1034 Moanalua Rd 



Apt 203 
Aiea, HI 96701 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Alexa Watson 
2608 Quartz Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
 
831-566-0988 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Karen Holman 
11-1440 Waikupanaha St. 
Waimanalo, HI 96795 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Marcia McDuffie 
5691 1/2 San Pablo Dam Road 
El Sobrante, CA 94803-3414 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
James Pili 
521 W. Lanikaula St. 
Hilo, HI 96720 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Nina  Puhipau 
67-427 Kekauwa Street 
Waialua, HI 96791 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Richard Benton 
Hawi rd. 
Hawi, HI 96719 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Alana Bryant 
2746 Kahawai St. 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
 
429-0479 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
ELLE COCHRAN 
553 OFFICE RD. 
laHAINA, HI 96761 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Deborah Anapol 
845114 Painted Church Rd 
Captain Cook, HI 96704 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Joseph Joseph Bateman  
1085 2nd Ave 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.-
Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of
taro disease in one variety of taro by creating irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety
to consumers and the environment is not scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to
taro farmers or consumers and is not the best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro
farming and protect consumers in Hawaii. Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies
and farming practices throughout the Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand
the local taro industry, protect unique Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without
GMOs. These community-accepted practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing
appropriate water-flow standards to prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro
and pests into Hawaii, and growing many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural
disease resistance. Being that safer science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental
GMO-taro from local taro farmers or consumers.-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about
GMO-Taro-Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in
Hawaii for centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer,
autism and serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free,
carbohydrate. GMO-taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never
been in the human food supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove
that it is safe to eat. Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be
guaranteed to be hypo-allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal
food source. In fact, numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause
toxic, allergic, and even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro
may harm insects, birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands
could be irreversible.-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-Cultivated throughout
centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is the sacred
foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.-Economic and
Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs
to the public, and should never be owned by a corporation or university. Private patents and control



of our public food resources would cripple our food security, taro economy and violate our inherent
public rights. GMO-taro experiments and patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems
that they face and will only endanger the valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.-Legal and
Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the
biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our community's intentions to protect taro into unfair
"preemption" legislation which would prohibit state or county oversight, and public notice of all other
GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not support any such attempts to preempt legitimate
local government regulations to protect public health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health
raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as
our local-governance authority, must be prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk
experiments. -Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as
healthy as the land in which it is grown and the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need
to permanently change the taro plant's natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit
in order to protect the local taro industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work
to solve the broad resource management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful
support to address the drastically increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive
and illegal diversions of water, and operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro
shortage in Hawaii. With appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again
be a primary resource for Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and
economy. GMO-taro and patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as
an important allergy-free food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.As a strong
supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of natural taro and
the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.Malama Aina, 
 
Sodengi Mills 
P.O. Box 1163 
Haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Evan Silberstein 
3315 East Manoa Road 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
 
(808) 634-0359 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
heidi and gary garcia 
p.o. box 223447 
princeville, HI 96722 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of natural (not GMO) taro farming in Waipi'o, Hawaii, I ask you to protect the
security of the health of natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Kauanoelehua Chang 
P.O Box 437148 
Kamuela, HI 96743 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Suzanna Ohoiner 
2708 Kolo Pl. #7 
Honolulu, HI 96826 
 
(909) 292-5120 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Nalei Kahakalau 
P.O. Box 1764 
Honokaa, HI 96727 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
douglas fox 
pob 100 
honaunau, HI 96726 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Deva Sage 
Pohoiki Rd  
Pahoa, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.   
all this is just wrong for us hawaiians and affects everyone the people the land and the aina also this
is affecting the land of the ancient people dont upset the island. just think our gods wouldnt want this
today  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
william hardisty 
48-5182 waipio rd. 
honokaa, HI 96727 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Gary Wiseman 
515 Pualani St. 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina,  
Warren Kundis 
 
Warren Kundis 
94-141 Kuanalio Pl. 
Mililani, HI 96789-2138 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Waimea Williams 
45-539 Pahia Road 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Barb Kay 
8 waipihia pl 
Haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
William Golove 
6610 Hill St 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I have been growing taro in Kurtistown for nearly 30 years, and before that I grew taro on Oahu.  On
Our Malu-Aina farm we have more than 30 varieties of taro.  Today we marketted organic taro
leaves and root to Island Naturals Hilo store.  Last Wed. we donated 50 pounds of taro leaf for the
new Hawaiian pastor's luau at Ola'a  Hawaiian  Congregational Church in Kurtistown.  
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a



family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Jim Albertini 
P.O. Box AB 
Kurtistown, HI 96760 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Lindyl Lanham 
PO Box 30878 
Anahola, HI 96703 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Shay Chan Hodges 
37 Puu Koa Place 
Haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Cindy Crawford 
6821 E. Mantova St. 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Cynthia Unmani Groves, Groves,Health Care Practice Mgmt. Consult 
105 Kulipuu 
Kihei, HI 96753 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 David Bishaw 
PO Box 933 
PO Box 933 Hilo Hi 96721 
Hilo, HI 96721 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Scott Jarvis 
PO Box 1664 
Hanalei, HI 96714 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
I AM 
RR 2 Box 3330 
Pahoa , HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
carla buscaglia 
2623A Halelena Place 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
jeani  martin 
4174 waileia place 
princeville, HI 96722 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
instrustor/supervisor Pualani Evangeline Kauila 
instrustor/supervisor 
2640 Dole Street Ste. 208 
2640 Dole Street Ste. 208 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
 
945-1404 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Donna Werner 
2172 Iliili Rd 
Kihei, HI 96753 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Hilary Harts 
51 Kamila St 
Kula, HI 96790 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Kane Turalde 
PO Box 1022 
PO Box 1022 
Waimea, HI 96796 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Mililani Trask 
400 Hualani Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
aaron ANDERSON 
12-147 KIPUKA ST, 
pahoa hi,, HI 96778 



 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.
More importantly though, Haloa is my ancestor and it would be spiritually damaging to me and my
family if modifications were made to the genetic make up of my ancestor in some western lab. Cross
pollination and human selection of particular strains of Haloa is one thing, but injecting foreign DNA
is completely disrespectful.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
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an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Janelle Williams 
179 Liko Lehua St. 
Hilo, HI 96815 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Without reservation I join the communities across our State in rejecting the genetic modification of all
taro varieties.  The banning of GMO-taro is pono!  I am deeply concerned about the unknown health
risks, irreversible threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of
Hawaii's natural resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated
with GMO-taro.  
 
Our God given, Naturally grown taro deserves the best available science-  To alter the natural being
of our Hawaiian staple, taro is not a road we'd loke to travel.  We shouldn't tamper with Mother
Nature's perfect package and  we must remain steadfast in the ways we've fed generations past and
those to come.  We see the effects of growth hormones and the "progress of science" in our children
and grandchildren today.  The onset of puberty starts years before it should in may of our keiki. To
say that we must prevent diease in taro is not reason enough to cause the  irreversible, unnatural
genetic mutations in our naturally-grown staple is unacceptable and a potential danger to all.  It is
essential to protect our unique Hawaiian taro varieties, farms and water sources-- without GMOs. .  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
EVELYN SOUZA 
92-848 Palailai Street 
Kapolei , HI 96707 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Steven Hookano 
245 wailua road 
haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
As a beekeeper, I understand all too well the dangers of genetically engineered organisms
contaminating the pollen collected by honeybees, and through them spreading into non-gmo crops.
Pollen are microscopic particles and very difficult to contain.  There is no need for genetic
modification on such a healthy, and culturally sacred plant.  There is no room in this already
devastated ecology for mistakes!  And mistakes always happen... killer bees, varroa mites,  coqui...
and these are all large organisms!    
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic



modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
alison yahna 
po box 679 
ka'alualu rd 
na'alehu, HI 96772 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I am deeply concerned for the current and future generations regarding the genetic modification of
foods.  
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such



healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
laura and andrew BINSTOCK 
po box 1268 
haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Gwen Ilaban 
76-6182 Alii Drive 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Valerie Loh 
2552 peter street 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Kapa Oliveira 
PO Box 61061 
Honolulu, HI 96839 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
nancy kobayashi 
p.o.box 44 
hanalei, HI 96714 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Cynthia Cynthia Taylor 
P.O. Box 391179 
Keauhou, HI 96739 
 
808-937-2113 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
clawz lee 
3226 
ahinahina 
hon, HI 96816 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I urge you to reject all genetic modication of taro varieties, by supporting a ban on GMO-taro.  There
are unknown health risks, irreversible threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting
and bioprospecting of Hawaii’s natural resources and potential harms to our local farming economy
that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
I am not going to give you more detailed reasons of why there should be a ban on GMO-taro, as I
know you have received such information already.  Please thoroughly read that info and take it
seriously, as you think about your vote on GMO-taro.    
 
Look forward to hearing from you.  
Malama Aina, 
 
Marjorie Erway 
PO Box 2807 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Michael Daly 
442 Kalaimoku St 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Taro is, without doubt, the Staff of Life in the Hawaiian Islands.  This applies to all of us who reside
here.  As such, it is of utmost importance that the genome of taro remain whole and unbroken from
genetic modification.  Changing the life pattern and blueprint of taro is a violation against humanity.  
 
I voice my concern to any who would consider the taro plant our property and not our partner in the
cycle of life.  Without our major food crops, we will not live, and changing their inherent nature is a
setup for failure, starvation, and manipulation of the balance of power through controlling food
sources.    
 
Stop genetic modification in the Hawaiian Islands now.  
 
Peace,  
 
Eliza W. Goodhue 
 
Eliza Goodhue 
P O Box 791469 
Paia, HI 96779 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Walter Maza 
1916 Hokulei Pl 
Puhi, HI 96766 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
tracy lyman 
po box 171 
kapaa, HI 96746 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Dana Moss 
general delivery 
Kapaau, HI 96755 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Shane Silva 
85-1343 Puhinalo pl. 
Waianae, HI 96792 
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Aloha mai kakou 
 
-Protect Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
 I don't buy any GMO product.If there is GMO taro, I don't buy it. Most of people who I know are not
consuming any GMO food or product, so they wion't buy GMO taro,too.  
Many of akamai people know what is pono, and what is not pono.Making GEO taro is not pono.  
 Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, Malama pono, 
 
Mayumi Marks 
3109 Mapu Pl Kihei  
Kihei, HI 96753 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
P Ling 
PO Box 779 
Waianae, HI 96792 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Paul Moss 
1849 Whitaker St. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Sheila Ward 
265 Calle Sorbona Apt. 2 
Urb. University Gardens 
San Juan, PR 927 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Kim Young 
PO Box 791575 
Paia, HI 96779 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Aura Lane 
2325 Humboldt Ave 
Oakland, CA 94601 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Will Ware 
65 Cadillac Sqr. 
Detroit, MI 48226 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Nancy J. O'Harrow 
2289 5th Ave. 
Apt. #2 
Lake Oswego, OR 97068 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Royelen Lee Lee Boykie 
3601 Wisconsin Avenue #505 
#505 
Washington, DC 20016 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
rachel  kattlove 
3804 ahonui pl 
hanalei, HI 96714 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Ann Egleston 
date Street 
Honolulu, HI 96839 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
James Lopez 
8525 SW 29th St. 
Topeka, KS 66614 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Carolyn Moore 
5402 McKellips Rd. Lot 289 
5402 McKellips Rd. Lot 289 
Mesa, AZ 85215 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities all across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Andrew Benson 
205 2nd Street Apt.1 
Lewes, DE 19958 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
barton susan 
41-1680 Kaala Rd 
O'okala, HI 96774 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Charles Alger 
36475 Dubarko Rd 
Sandy, OR 97055 
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Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Summer Faria 
2553 Komo Mai Dr. 
Pearl City, HI 96782 
 
387-1098 
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Aloha mai kakou 
 
 
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Do not allow such unnatural practices to pollute Hawaiian taro or our sacred land.  These false ways
of farming are not wanted or needed.  
 
For love of Mother Nature & good crops the way nature intended,   Linda Lee Evans 
 
 Linda Lee Evans 
387B Ocean Ave 
387B Ocean Ave, Monterey, CA 
Monterey, CA 93940 
 
831-655-4979 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Anna Reycraft 
12000 North Bayshore Drive 
North Miami, FL 33181 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Maya Moiseyev 
2302 Columbia Street 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Amy Marsh 
1510 Francis Street 
1510 Francis Street 
Albany, CA 94706 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Kathy-Lyn Allen 
2702 High Street 
Pueblo, CO 81003 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Randal McEndree 
135 Terrace Circle 
Hilo, HI 96720 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Angela Spirrison 
6501 Vanalden Ave 
Unit 1 
reseda, CA 91335 



 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
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in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Arnold Kotler 
PO Box 790445 
Paia, HI 96779 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Terry Tokuda 
POB 648 
73-4599 Kukuki St KK HI 96740 
Holualoa, HI 96725 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Sharon Fairclo 
33 Lokelau Place 
Haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Lea Lea Padilla 
724 Walnut Avenue 
724 Walnut Avenue 
Redlands, CA 92373 
 
(909) 792-5078 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Diane Marshall 
73 Hale Nani St. 
Hilo, HI 94270 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, a me ka mahalo nui loa no kou kokua! 
 
Randy Bartlett 
POB 11197 
Lahaina, HI 96761 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Doreen Redford 
98-288 Kaíonohi St. 
 #3004 
Aiea, HI Aiea 
 
486-2513 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  Leave our taro alone.  It
is just fine the way it is.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Richard Miller 
PO Box 662083 
Lihue, HI 96766 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
John Witeck 
2252 Puna St. 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Pumehana Miriam paisner 
3250 O'neal Cir #24-H 
Boulder, CO 80301 
 
303 447 9772 (c) 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Blessings of Love and Peace 
 
Jeremai Cann 
2680 ipulei pl 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Andrea jepson 
1111 Koohoo Place  
 
Kailua, HI 96734 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Monika  Seiz 
P.O.Box 876 
Kilauea, HI 96754 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Victor Pellegrino 
1420 Kilohi Street 
Waikapu, HI 96793 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Susan L. Gierman 
POBox 1400 
Kealakekua, HI 96750 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
marti buckner 
529 kaiko'o 
wailuku, HI 96793 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Diane Krieger 
po box 208 
Hanalei, HI 96714 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
CarolLee Averill 
538 Pohai St 
Kahului, HI 96732 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Isao Kaji 
2039 bachelot st 
honolulu, HI 94121 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
kimo stowell 
nu'uanu ave 
Honolulu, HI 96792 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
In my family we eat poi every week.    
Please do not genetically alter this staple of our diet and our culture.  I support taking care of the
land from which the taro grows.  Please help to assure steady, clean water sources for nourishing
haloa.  Please do change the plant's genetic structure.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Lori Fernandez 
P.O. Box 11197 
Lahaina, HI 96761 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 leilea satori 
po box 1200 
honoka'a, HI 96727 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Zenna Galagaran 
P.O. Box  847 
Haleiwa, HI 96712 
 
808-779-3268 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Anne Pierce 
333 Haumana Rd 
Haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Alexander Jelinek 
475 White Chapel Ave 
San Jose, CA 95136 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Blake Drolson 
PO Box 405 
Kilauea, HI 96754 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Sharon Naehu 
HC-01 Box 750 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Kanoe Kapu 
P.O. Box 10433 
P.O. Box 10433 
Hilo, HI 96721 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Bill Akiona 
P.O. Box 404 
Waianae, HI 96792 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Airielle Pearson 
pmb 119 p o box 791540 
Paia, HI 96779 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Ella Alcon 
170 Iliahi  
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a subsistance taro farmer in Halawa and Waialua valleys in East Molokia, I ask you to protect the
security of the health of natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Aloha Aina, 
 
Gandharva Mahina Hou Ross 
P.O. Box 1461 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Lori Leimamo Buchanan 
P.O. Box 220 
P.O. Box 220 
Kualapuu, HI 96757 
 
(808) 553-5236 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
To Whom it may concern,  
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such



healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Rosemary Bak 
2801-N2 La-I Road  
Honolulu, HI 96816 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Harmonee Williams 
PO Box 1334 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Matt Yamashita 
PO Box 1304 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Wendy Wells 
188 Hale st. Apt. 6A 
Hilo, HI 96720 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Mariah Bath 
20 Hoaka Rd 
Hilo, HI 96720 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Natashja Tong 
87-101 Hookele St. 
Waianae, HI 96792 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I object to any genetically modification of taro.  If this was a grass roots effort on the part of
Hawaiians requesting research  to be done, then it would be a different story.  But this is science
being crammed down the throat of Hawaiians.  This science ignores the cultural significance of the
taro as a food staple.  The science ignores the relationship of taro to the Hawaiians as the "older
brother", as a family member.  Instead it is as if an surgical experiment is being preformed on a live
conscious human being with the same amount of horror being expressed by the Hawaiian people.    
 
Taro breeding programs are the best route to go, but genetically modification is unacceptable. 
 
Catherine Aki 
P.O. Box 788 
Kauanakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I object to any genetically modification of taro.  If this was a grass roots effort on the part of
Hawaiians requesting research  to be done, then it would be a different story.  But this is science
being crammed down the throat of Hawaiians.  This science ignores the cultural significance of the
taro as a food staple.  The science ignores the relationship of taro to the Hawaiians as the "older
brother", as a family member.  Instead it is as if an surgical experiment is being preformed on a live
conscious human being with the same amount of horror being expressed by the Hawaiian people.    
 
Taro breeding programs are the best route to go, but genetically modification is unacceptable. 
 
Catherine Aki 
P.O. Box 788 
Kauanakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Satya Anubhuti 
PO Box 1010 
Pahoa, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Mary Detrick 
8115 37th Avenue North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 



 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
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in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Donna Fischer 
PO Box 1770 
4258 Pua O' Kapoho 
Pahoa, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
 
Please do not support genetic testing on Taro in Hawaii. We already have contamination of organic
crops by these biogenetic species in this state, and many studies show the harmful effects of genetic
testing.  
Sincerely,  
Andrea Baer  
Maui 
 
Andrea Baer 
Mapu Place 
Mapu Place 
Kihei, HI 96753 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Evern Williams 
3220 Esther Street 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. As a cancer survivor I am deeply concerned about the unknown
health risks, irreversible threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and
bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that
are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  As a very small,  backyard farmer  I raise my own food crops in order to avoid GMO
foods at the market.   Please don't tamper with my ability to keep myself healthy.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such



healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Annette Kaohelauliíi 
45-403 Koa Kahiko Street 
45-403 Koa Kahiko Street 
Kaneíohe, HI 96744 
 
235-5431 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Faye Wallace 
P.O. Box 935 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
It is unacceptable that the State puts in meager resources into biosecurity --- protecting Hawaii from
alien plants, animals, and pathogens --- and as a consequence has new plant diseases that attack
endemic, Polynesian, and agricultural plants and animals.  The response should not be genetic
engineering of the plants, which is a radical alteration of the genomes and population genetics of the
species, with unknown consequences.    
 
Growing studies show that GMO genes are impossible to contain, and spread out of control into
populations where consent for the presence has not been given.  
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 



-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Lee Altenberg 



2605 Lioholo Place 
2605 Lioholo  Place 
Kihei, HI 96753 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Cathy Robinson 
774 Willow Springs Drive 
Mobile, AL 36695 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Judith  Waters 
211 N. Makaleha Pl. 
Makawao, HI 96768 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Napua Leong 
PO Box 73 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Elin Sand 
HCR 3 Box 10056 
Kea'au, HI 96749 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Barbara Best 
280 Hauoli 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Robert Frutos 
po box 1214 
Volcano, HI 96785 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Aloha, my name is Walter Ritte and I am in strong support of protecting Kalo (Haloa) from GMO.  
I am speaking as a Hawaiian who grows and eats Kalo, and a Hawaiian who has a serious kuleana
to protect my eldest brother Haloa, the first born of our people.  
Our culture, geneology and traditions have been ignored by the University of Hawaii and the Biotec
Industry. Our first born has been genetically modified and patented by the University of Hawaii with
out the consent of the Hawaiian people.  
We demand protection, Hawaiians and taro farmers want legislative protection for Haloa, we have
petitions with over 6,000 signatures.  
This issue has become an embaressment to this state as the health, safety and culture of the people
is being jeapordized to protect the Biotec Industry.  
To not place rules, protections and guidelines for a new industry breeds mistrust.   
Hawaiians like my self will not go away, we have been here for thousands of years. We will not
accept industries that threaten our lands, our families our existence.  
We demand and we will not stop demanding until Haloa is protected by law. Walter Ritte    
 
 
 
 
walter ritte 
po box 486 
kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I write to oppose genetic modification of all taro varieties.  
My opposition is based on the unknown health risks, irreversible consequences to ecosystems,
cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural resources and potential harms
to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible genetic mutations that could not occur naturally. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro
farmers or consumers and is not the best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming
and protect consumers in Hawaii.   
 
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Given that safer
methods are available, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro.  
 
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate.   
 
GMO-taro is not the same. GMO-taro has never been in the human food supply before, and has
NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat. Moreover, the unnatural
genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-allergenic, thus threatening
consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact, numerous scientific studies on
laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and even deadly reactions. Unnatural
gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects, birds, fish, and soil health. Risks
and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
Taro is the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure.
Genetic modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant
as a family member, an older brother to humanity.   
 
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 



The biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our community's intentions to protect taro into unfair
"preemption" legislation which would prohibit state or county oversight, and public notice of all other
GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii.   
I do not support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect
public health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and
scientific concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority,
must be prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
John Schinnerer 
HC2 Box 6482 
Kea'au, HI 96749 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to declare my support for a ban of any genetic modification of taro in the
state of Hawai`i. The mere rumor of genetically modified taro on Kaua`i has tainted the perception of
all taro on our island. Farmers, growers and consumers, have begun questioning where huli is
coming from. Since you cannot tell be looking and DNA testing is not an option without knowing
which genetic construct has been forcefully inserted, people are beginning to steer away from
sharing planting material. As we grow into sustainable food security, we do not want to create future
roadblocks for farmers and growers by having to contend with a living pollution such a GE plants.  
 
This technology has placed a burden onto growers to protect their crops from contamination, instead
of the purveyors of this plant modified with unrelated species to be contained by the patent holder.
We have seen with GMO papaya that markets are lost, seed banks are contaminated and pollen
travels to organic farms.  
 
Never before in the history of mankind have we crossed plants with unrelated plant DNA, or plants
with animal DNA, and even plants with human DNA. This science is in question in many countries
around the globe. To allow GM food into our food supply and onto store shelves without labeling,
goes against consumers trust.   
 
We are what we eat, and eating healthy is our first line of health insurance. For mothers with children
who have food allergies, taro is a safe and nutritious food that they can depend on.  
 
It is more important for us to fallow and feed the soil with green manures, and keep taro healthy and
productive in our state. Alternatives to chemical farming do exist and are healthier for the land and
the people  
 
Farmers don't want genetically engineered huli, Hawaiians do not want their ancestor's DNA altered
be forceful gene manipulation, and consumers don't want to eat it. Changing the genetics of a hypo
allergenic food is a very bad choice. I cannot name another food that is hypo allergenic, can you?   
 
We are seeing an increase in food allergies related to the crops that have been genetically
manipulated in the lab, like corn, soy, canola and wheat. There is something inherently dangerous
about inserting gene randomly with attached viral promoters that turn on all coded traits, some traits
are certainly better left off in the case of dormant disease genes.  
 
Please protect all varieties of taro in our state of Hawai`i for future generations. This crop has a large
market, and genetic engineering would only hurt us economically, as well as culturally and
environmentally.  
 
Please malama Haloa, so that Haloa can malama us.  
 



 
Malama Aina, 
 
Jeri Di Pietro 
PO Box 338 
Koloa, HI 96756 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
David Johnston 
PO Box 388 
Puuhene, HI 96784 
 
573-3250 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
GMO Free Kaua`i is a group of over 3000 people concerned about the lack of science and regulation
regarding genetically engineered food crops and the patenting of seed.   
 
As we work towards meaningful ways to achieve food sovereignty, genetically enigneered test fields
are limiting our choices and steering jobs away from our island.  
 
We support a ban of any genetic modification of taro in the state of Hawai`i.   
 
Since you cannot tell a geneticlly engineered plant by looking, and DNA testing is not an option
without knowing which genetic construct has been forcefully inserted, people are beginning to steer
away from sharing planting material.   
 
As we grow into sustainable food security, we do not want to create future roadblocks for farmers
and growers by having to contend with a living pollution such a GE plants.  
 
This technology has placed a burden onto growers to protect their crops from contamination, instead
of the purveyors of this plant modified with unrelated species to be contained by the patent holder.   
 
We have seen with GMO papaya that markets are lost, seed banks are contaminated and pollen
travels to organic farms.  
 
Never before in the history of mankind have we crossed plants with unrelated plant DNA, or plants
with animal DNA, and even plants with human DNA. This science is in question in many countries
around the globe. To allow GM food into our food supply and onto store shelves without labeling,
goes against consumers trust.   
 
It is more important for us to fallow and feed the soil with green manures, and keep taro healthy and
productive in our state. Alternatives to chemical farming do exist and are healthier for the land and
the people and wildlife.  
 
Farmers don't want genetically engineered huli, Hawaiians do not want their ancestor's DNA altered
be forceful gene manipulation, and consumers don't want to eat it. Changing the genetics of a hypo
allergenic food is a very bad choice.  
 
We are seeing an increase in food allergies related to the crops that have been genetically
manipulated in the lab, like corn, soy, canola and wheat. There is something inherently dangerous
about inserting gene randomly with attached viral promoters that turn on all coded traits, some traits
are certainly better left off in the case of dormant disease genes.  
 
Please protect all varieties of taro in our state of Hawai`i for future generations. This crop has a large



market, and genetic engineering would only hurt us economically, as well as culturally and
environmentally.  
 
Please malama Haloa the taro.  
 
 
Friends of GMO Free Kaua`i 
PO Box 343 
Koloa, HI 96756 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
dinda Evans 
POB 178695 
San Diego, CA 92177 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Noyita Saravia 
56-154 Puuluana Pl. #53 
Kahuku, HI 96731 
 
293-1871 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
aerie WATERS 
star route 4 
hana, HI 96713 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
You must realize, that there is no way, as Hawaiians, that we will allow you to touch, change, or
shake up the gene of the Taro!   
 
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown,  taro is the sacred foundation of our
agriculture, society, traditions and family structure.  Genetic modification of taro is an affront to the
sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a family member, an older brother to
humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the relationship of mankind with the very plants
we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes a unique genealogical connection between
taro and the Hawaiian people.   
 
If you so boldly disrespect or desecrate Taro, you will have to face the out come.  
 
Donna Morgan  
 
 
 
 
Steve Morgan 
P.O. Box 72 
Maunaloa, HI 96770 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Alison Miller 
140 Uwapo St bldg 32-204 
Kihei, HI 96753 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Ken  Ng 
3557 Butler Ave, 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Kawika Estrella 
PO Box 482239 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Ikaika Pestana 
3828 Diamond Head Rd. 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
As a frequent visitor to  Hawaii, I would like to point out that I NEVER buy anything I know to be
genetically modified.  
 
At some point soon, people the world over are going to notice that nature must be honored if we are
to survive.Genetic Modification is not only a profanity, it serves no one but corporations like
Monsanto.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Richard Welker 
1303 Luana Street  
 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Because I believe in the precautionary principle and that unintended consequences are usually
impossible to correct,  
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such



healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Saran Kirschbaum 
1710 Bagley Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90035-4110 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
normand dufresne 
p.o. box 587 
pahoa, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
zach franks 
875 kumulani dr. 
kihei, HI 96753 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I am against GMO taro, and extremely upset about the health consequences as a result.  There
should be no tampering of a natural plant, and especially because in our Hawaiian culture, the kalo
is representive of our ancestry.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
--Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state



or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Lei Kihoi 
P.O. Box 1746 
P.O. Box 1746 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I enjoy fresh taro and a variety of products currently using taro grown in Hawai'i.  I join farmers and
consumers in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by supporting a ban on GMO-
taro. Like many citizens, I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible threats
to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural resources
and potential harm to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
Other countries have outlawed GMO for all farm products until those risks are established.  As a
strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of natural
taro and the local taro industry by passing SB 709 and HB 1663 which ban GMO-taro.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pam Haight 
2821 Orange St. SE 
Olympia, WA 98501 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Jaime Ferreira 
513 prospect street 
honolulu, HI 96813 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I would like to add my voice to the chorus supporting a ban on the genetic modification of all taro
varieties in Hawaii.  I feel it is arrogant to allow this level of cultural disrespect.  Taro is not just a
plant to the native Hawaiian's; it is a fundamental part of their culture.  Furthermore, genetic
modification of food plants exposes us to unknown health risks and potential harm to our local
farming economy.  
 
Abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is the sacred foundation of Hawaii's
traditional culture. Genetic modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that
respects the taro plant as a family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is
rooted in honoring the relationship of mankind with the plants we depend on for nourishment, and
establishes an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom
of such healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the
unique and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without
any informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and
researchers in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid
oversight and involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Mahalo nui loa, 
 
Dawn Boucher 
962 Iulani Street 
Haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Jason  Winnett 
Chain of Craters Rd 
Kalapana, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Clayton Lee 
1301 Lusitana St.  #812 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Kalo is our elder. How could anyone genetically modify an elder?  Might as well try to genetically
modify your grandmother.  
  Leave the taro the way the kapuna left it.  
Say no to GMO.  
Thanks,   
Jason Winnett  
Kalapana    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason  Winnett 
Chain of Craters Rd 
Kalapana, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Kevin Brown 
HC1  Box 628 
Kaunakakai, HI 96748 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
U'ilani Nakagawa 
2985 Ohi Ohi Street 
lihue, HI 96766 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Suzanne Villeneuve 
563 Kaupakalua rd 
Haiku, HI 96708 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
DALE DAY 
KUMULOULU 
PAHOA, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Jamie Ronzello 
p.o. box 1889 
kaunakakai, HI 96748 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
Please respect the root of Hawaiian culture - taro -  from being irrevocably altered. History would not
look favorably upon anyone who would vote to approve genetic modification of taro, a woeful legacy
for even the best of legislators.  
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the



relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any
informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Judy Dalton 
4330 Kauai Beach Drive 
4330 Kauai Beach Drive 
Lihue, HI 96766 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Rev. Susan Sanford 
PO Box 97 
PO Box 97 
Mountain View, HI 96771 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro..  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Robin Stetson 
RR4, Box 2333 
Pahoa, HI 96778 
 



 
 
Testimony  
In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
lisa Damon 
139B Puako Beach Dr. 
Kamuela, HI 96743 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
Joan VanSelous 
1954 Grove  
Highland, MI 48356 
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In Support of Ban on GMO-Taro 
 
 
Aloha mai kakou 
 
I join communities across Hawaii in rejecting the genetic modification of all taro varieties, by
supporting a ban on GMO-taro. I am deeply concerned about the unknown health risks, irreversible
threats to native ecosystems, cultural disrespect, patenting and bioprospecting of Hawaii's natural
resources and potential harms to our local farming economy that are associated with GMO-taro.  
 
-Taro Deserves the Best Available Science-  
GMO-taro is claimed to potentially reduce one type of taro disease in one variety of taro by creating
irreversible, unnatural genetic mutations whose safety to consumers and the environment is not
scientifically proven. GMO-taro has no proven benefits to taro farmers or consumers and is not the
best available science needed to safely perpetuate taro farming and protect consumers in Hawaii.
Better and safer options exist. Long-term scientific studies and farming practices throughout the
Pacific have resulted in proven scientific techniques to expand the local taro industry, protect unique
Hawaiian taro varieties, farmlands and watersheds-- without GMOs. These community-accepted
practices include: organically improving soil health, establishing appropriate water-flow standards to
prevent disease and pests, stopping imports of diseased taro and pests into Hawaii, and growing
many traditional varieties of natural taro with different natural disease resistance. Being that safer
science exists, there is no need or demand for experimental GMO-taro from local taro farmers or
consumers.  
 
-Health and Environmental Safety Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Taro is a nutritious food crop, especially cherished as a baby food and staple dish in Hawaii for
centuries; and around the world as an important medicinal food for diabetes, cancer, autism and
serious food allergies. Taro is the worlds only hypo-allergenic, or allergy-free, carbohydrate. GMO-
taro, on the other hand, is not the same as natural taro. GMO-taro has never been in the human food
supply before, and has NOT been scientifically tested on humans to prove that it is safe to eat.
Moreover, the unnatural genetic mutations of GMO-taro can never be guaranteed to be hypo-
allergenic, thus threatening consumers of this uniquely important medicinal food source. In fact,
numerous scientific studies on laboratory animals show that GMOs can cause toxic, allergic, and
even deadly reactions. Unnatural gene mutations introduced through GMO-taro may harm insects,
birds, fish, and soil health. Risks and damages to Hawaii's people and lands could be irreversible.  
 
-Community and Ethical Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
Cultivated throughout centuries to be abundantly grown on Hawaii's diverse agricultural lands, taro is
the sacred foundation of our unique local agriculture, society, traditions and family structure. Genetic
modification of taro is an affront to the sacred Hawaiian tradition that respects the taro plant as a
family member, an older brother to humanity. This family tradition is rooted in honoring the
relationship of mankind with the very plants we depend on for healthy nourishment, and establishes
an unique genealogical connection between taro and the Hawaiian people. The wisdom of such
healthy community values must be encouraged, not disrespected or desecrated. Despite the unique
and utmost importance of this plant to our community, GMO-taro has been developed without any



informed community consent, raising serious ethical science concerns. Businesses and researchers
in Hawaii should encourage informed community consent and review, not avoid oversight and
involvement from the very communities most effected by their activities.  
 
-Economic and Bioprospecting Concerns about GMO-Taro-  
The right to grow taro naturally and traditionally belongs to the public, and should never be owned by
a corporation or university. Private patents and control of our public food resources would cripple our
food security, taro economy and violate our inherent public rights. GMO-taro experiments and
patents cannot help taro farmers with the real problems that they face and will only endanger the
valuable traditional biodiversity of taro in Hawaii.  
 
-Legal and Governance Concerns about Preemption Legislation-  
In "exchange" for a ban on GMO-taro, the biotech/GMO industry may attempt to turn our
community's intentions to protect taro into unfair "preemption" legislation which would prohibit state
or county oversight, and public notice of all other GMOs and biotech activities in Hawaii. We do not
support any such attempts to preempt legitimate local government regulations to protect public
health. Preempting local efforts to protect public health raises serious legal, ethical, and scientific
concerns-- our public and environmental safety, as well as our local-governance authority, must be
prioritized over private investment concerns and high-risk experiments.  
   
-Help Taro, Don't Hurt Taro!-  
Agricultural science has proven that the taro will be as healthy as the land in which it is grown and
the care with which it is shown. There is no actual need to permanently change the taro plant's
natural genetic structure nor patent the plant for private profit in order to protect the local taro
industry. Rather, farmers, scientists and decision makers must work to solve the broad resource
management problems that face taro farming. Lack of meaningful support to address the drastically
increasing challenges from invasive diseases, pests, excessive and illegal diversions of water, and
operating costs, has led to a decrease in taro farming and a taro shortage in Hawaii. With
appropriate political, scientific and community support, taro will once again be a primary resource for
Hawaii's food security, contributing significantly to a healthy local diet and economy. GMO-taro and
patents, however, could destroy the safety and sanctity of natural taro as an important allergy-free
food, cultural resource and local agricultural industry in Hawaii.  
 
As a strong supporter of taro farming in Hawaii, I ask you to protect the security of the health of
natural taro and the local taro industry by establishing a ban on GMO-taro.  
 
Malama Aina, 
 
 Kalani Kalima 
810 N. Vineyard 
810 N. Vineyard 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
 
808 832 3495 


