
STAND. COM. REP. NO. j~fJ -16

Honolulu, Hawaii

f~’a~i , 2016

RE: H.B. No. 1647

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2016
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
1647 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO DISTRICT JUDGES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to increase the number of
district court judges in the Second Judicial Circuit for Maui
county from three to four.

The Second Judicial Circuit has had three district court
judges since 1982. Since then the population of Maui County has
more than doubled and in recent years, Maui has had the fastest
growth rate of all of the counties.

Maui’s population increase resulted in increased caseloads
for district court judges who handle traffic cases, criminal cases
of misdemeanor or lesser grades, small claims, civil cases, search
warrants, temporary restraining orders, protective orders, weekend
review of probable cause matters, and the specialty courts,
including mental health, veterans’, and environmental courts.
Currently, the court can convene in Molokai only twice a month and
in Hana and Lanai only once a month. An additional judge is
needed to address the caseload of growing and underserved
communities and enable the judges to attend to their judicial
duties.
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The Judiciary and Maui County Prosecuting Attorney testified
in support of this measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1647 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be referred to
your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

X~LP4~~t
KARL RHOADS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-eighth Legislature J~’Ct7)Vfl,
Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~

U The committee is reconsidering its_previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: I? Pass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for ibture public hearing (recommit)

SLiD Members

1. RHOADS, Karl (C)
2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. BROWER, Tom

5. CREAGAN, Richard P.

6. HASHEM, Mark J.

7. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K.

8. LEE, Chris

9. MORIKAWA, Dee

10. NAKASHIMA, Mark M.

11. TAICAVAMA, Gregg

12. WOODSON, Justin H.

13. McDERMOTT, Bob

14. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (14)

The recommendation is: yd? Adopted

/ Ifjoint referral,

U Not Adopted

committee acronym(s)
did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s sig~pnf~I7~

Distribution: Original (Whi(e)_..GomuiiiU~ ]$plica (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


