
 

 

 
 
 
 

House and Senate committees encompassing related subject areas generally have similar 
memberships and are grouped under broad program areas.  This committee organization, known 
as the "bracket system," enables committee members to consider related bills, programs, and 
budgetary issues that may be raised in any of the program area committees.  The bracket system 
also facilitates the joint referral and hearing of bills and allows chairs in the same bracket to 
exchange meeting times to accommodate their respective workloads as the need arises. 

 
For example, during the 2011 and 2012 legislative sessions, the House of Representatives 

has 20 standing committees and the Senate has 14 standing committees.  Under this system, 
each representative or senator sits on several standing committees.  The House and Senate 
bracket systems were implemented to avoid overlapping meeting schedules so that all members 
will have a greater opportunity to participate in their committees' activities. 

 
The House committee bracket system operates as follows: 
 

 All committees are organized under either the "A" or "B" bracket.  Meetings 
and public hearings for all committees in the "A" bracket are held in the 
afternoons and evenings, while "B" bracket committees meet in the 
mornings.  Most representatives are assigned to one program area in the 
"A" bracket to fill their afternoon and evening schedules and one program 
area in the "B" bracket to fill their morning schedules. 

 

 Standing committees within each bracket are grouped under major program 
areas, such as "Economic Development" or "Justice & Consumer 
Protection," each consisting of one to three committees.  For example, the 
Economic Development program area consists of the committees on 
Agriculture; Economic Revitalization & Business; International Affairs; and 
Tourism. 

 

 In most cases, committees within the same program area have similar 
memberships, allowing a representative to serve on a number of different 
though related committees. 

 
The Senate committees are organized under the "A," "B," or "C" bracket system.  Meetings 

and public hearings for all committees in the "A" bracket are usually held in the mornings, Monday 
through Friday, and may extend into the afternoons, if additional meetings are necessary.  Senate 
"B" bracket standing committees usually meet in the afternoons, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  
The Senate "C" bracket standing committees usually meet in the afternoons, Tuesday and 
Thursday, and Saturday, if necessary. 
 

For the Twenty-sixth Legislature (2011 and 2012 legislative sessions), the committee 
organizations of the House of Representatives and the Senate are as follows: 
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 Major Program Areas Standing Committees 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUMAN SERVICES 

 Health Committee 
 Human Services Committee 
 Hawaiian Affairs Committee 
 Culture & the Arts Committee 

PHYSICAL RESOURCES 
 Energy & Environmental Protection Committee 
 Housing Committee 
 Water, Land & Ocean Resources Committee 

GOVERNMENT RESOURCES &  
PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

 SAFETY 

P ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 Transportation Committee 
 Labor & Public Employment Committee 
 Public Safety & Military Affairs Committee 

 Agriculture Committee 
 Economic Revitalization & Business Committee 
 Tourism Committee 
 International Affairs Committee 

"B" 

BRACKET 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE BRACKET SYSTEM 

 Legislative Management Committee LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT 

 

FISCAL MANAGEMENT  Finance Committee 

JUSTICE & 
CONSUMER PROTECTION 

 Judiciary Committee 

 Consumer Protection & Commerce Committee 

EDUCATION  Education Committee 
 Higher Education Committee 

"A" 
BRACKET 
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FISCAL MANAGEMENT EDUCATION JUSTICE & CONSUMER PROTECTION 

   

Finance Committee (FIN) 
FINtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Education Committee (EDN) 

EDNtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Judiciary Committee (JUD) 

JUDtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 

1. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair 
2. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair 
3. Pono Chong 
4. Isaac W. Choy 
5. Denny Coffman 
6. Ty Cullen 
7. Sharon E. Har 
8. Mark J. Hashem 

9. Linda Ichiyama 
10. Jo Jordan 
11. Chris Lee 
12. Dee Morikawa 

 

13. James Kunane 
 Tokioka 

14. Kyle T. Yamashita 
15. Barbara C. Marumoto 
16. Gil Riviere 
17. Gene Ward 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference Rm 308 

 

1. Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
2. Della Au Belatti, Vice Chair 
3. Henry J.C. Aquino 
4. Karen L. Awana 
5. Jerry L. Chang 
6. Faye P. Hanohano 
7. John M. Mizuno 
8. Mark M. Nakashima 
9. Scott Y. Nishimoto 
10. Scott K. Saiki 
11. K. Mark Takai 
12. Jessica Wooley 
13. George R. Fontaine 
14. Aaron Ling Johanson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference Rm 309 

1. Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran,     
Chair 

2. Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 
3. Tom Brower 
4. Rida T.R. Cabanilla 
5. Mele Carroll 
6. Robert N. Herkes 
7. Ken Ito 
8. Sylvia Luke 
9. Angus L.K. McKelvey 
10. Hermina M. Morita 
11. Blake K. Oshiro 
12. Joseph M. Souki 
13. Clift Tsuji 

 

14. Corrine W.L. Ching  
15. Barbara C. Marumoto 
16. Cynthia Thielen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference Rm 325 

Legislative Management Committee (LMG) 
LMGtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

 

Higher Education Committee (HED) 
HEDtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Consumer Protection & Commerce Committee (CPC) 
CPCtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair 
2. James Kunane Tokioka,  

   Vice Chair 
3. Joey Manahan 
4. Blake K. Oshiro 
5. Gene Ward 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Conference Rm 423 

1. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Chair 
2. Mark M. Nakashima, Vice 

Chair 
3. Henry J.C. Aquino 
4. Karen L. Awana 
5. Della Au Belatti 
6. Jerry L. Chang 
7. Faye P. Hanohano 
8. John M. Mizuno 
9. Scott K. Saiki 

 

10. K. Mark Takai 
11. Roy M. Takumi 
12. Jessica Wooley 
13. Corinne W.L. 

Ching 
14. Aaron Ling 

Johanson 

 

Conference Rm 309 

1. Robert N. Herkes, Chair 
2. Ryan I. Yamane, Vice 

Chair 
3. Tom Brower 
4. Rida T.R. Cabanilla 
5. Mele Carroll 
6. Ken Ito 
7. Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran 
8. Sylvia Luke 
9. Angus L.K. McKelvey 

10. John M. Mizuno 
11. Hermina M. Morita 
12. Joseph M. Souki 
13. Clift Tsuji 
14. Barbara C. Marumoto 
15. Cynthia Thielen 

 

 

Conference Rm 325 
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HUMAN SERVICES PHYSICAL RESOURCES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
GOVERNMENT RESOURCES 

& PUBLIC SAFETY 

Health (HLT) 

HLTtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Energy & Environmental Protection (EEP) 
EEPtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Agriculture (AGR) 

AGRtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Transportation (TRN) 

TRNtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair 
2. Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair 
3. Della Au Belatti 
4. Faye P. Hanohano 
5. Jo Jordan 
6. Chris Lee 

 

7. John M. Mizuno 
8. Jessica Wooley 
9. Corinne W.L. Ching 
10. Kymberly Marcos Pine 

 
 
 

Conference Rm 329 

1. Hermina M. Morita, Chair 
2. Denny Coffman, Vice-Chair 
3. Rida T.R. Cabanilla 
4. Mele Carroll 
5. Jerry L. Chang 
6. Pono Chong 
7. Sharon E. Har 

 

8. Robert N. Herkes 
9. Ken Ito 

10. Mark M. Nakashima 
11. Gil Riviere 
12. Cynthia Thielen 

 
 

Conference Rm 325 

1. Clift Tsuji, Chair 
2. Mark J. Hashem, Vice-Chair 
3. Karen L. Awana 
4. Tom Brower 
5. Isaac W. Choy 
6. Cindy Evans 
7. Angus L.K. McKelvey 

 

8. Scott Y. Nishimoto 
9. James Kunane 

Tokioka 
10. Barbara C. 

Marumoto 
11. Gil Riviere 

 
Conference Rm 312 

1. Joseph M. Souki, Chair 
2. Linda Ichiyama, Vice-Chair 
3. Henry J. C. Aquino 
4. Ty Cullen 
5. Marilyn B. Lee 
6. Sylvia Luke 
7. Scott K. Saiki 

 

8. Roy M. Takumi 
9. Kyle T. Yamashita 
10. George R. Fontaine 
11. Aaron Ling 

Johanson 
 
 
Conference Rm 309 

Human Services (HUS) 

HUStestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Housing  (HSG) 

HSGtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Economic Revitalization & Business (ERB) 

ERBtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Labor & Public Employment (LAB) 

LABtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. John M. Mizuno, Chair 
2. Jo Jordan, Vice Chair 
3. Della Au Belatti 
4. Faye P. Hanohano 
5. Chris Lee  
6. Dee Morikawa 

 

7. Jessica Wooley 
8. Ryan I. Yamane 
9. Corinne W.L. Ching 
10. Kymberly Marcos Pine 
 
 
 

Conference Rm 329 

1. Rida T.R. Cabanilla, Chair 
2. Pono Chong, Vice Chair 
3. Mele Carroll 
4. Jerry L. Chang 
5. Denny Coffman 
6. Sharon E. Har 
7. Robert N. Herkes 
8. Ken Ito 

 

9. Hermina M. Morita 
10. Mark M. Nakashima 
11. Kymberly Marcos 

Pine 
12. Cynthia Thielen 
 
 

Conference Rm 325 

1. Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair 
2. Isaac W. Choy, Vice Chair 
3. Karen L. Awana 
4. Tom Brower 
5. Cindy Evans 
6. Mark J. Hashem 
7. Scott Y. Nishimoto 

 
 

8. James Kunane 
Tokioka 

9. Clift Tsuji 
10. Barbara C. 

Marumoto 
11. Kymberly Marcos 

Pine 
Conference Rm 312 

1. Karl Rhoads, Chair 
2. Kyle T. Yamashita, Vice Chair 
3. Henry J. C. Aquino 
4. Ty Cullen 
5. Linda Ichiyama 
6. Marilyn B. Lee 
7. Sylvia Luke 
8. Scott K. Saiki 

 

9. Joseph M. Souki 
10. Roy M. Takumi 
11. George R. Fontaine 
12. Aaron Ling 

Johanson 
 

 
Conference Rm 309 

Hawaiian Affairs (HAW) 

HAWtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Water, Land & Ocean Resources  (WLO) 

WLOtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Tourism (TOU) 

TOUtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Public Safety & Military Affairs  (PBM) 

PBMtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 
1. Faye P. Hanohano, Chair 
2. Chris Lee, Vice Chair 
3. Della Au Belatti 
4. Jo Jordan 
5. John M. Mizuno 

 

6. Dee Morikawa 
7. Jessica Wooley 
8. Ryan I. Yamane 
9. Kymberly Marcos Pine 
10. Gene Ward 
 
 

Conference Rm 329 

1. Jerry L. Chang, Chair 
2. Sharon E. Har, Vice  Chair 
3. Rida T.R. Cabanilla 
4. Mele Carroll 
5. Pono Chong 
6. Denny Coffman 
7. Robert N. Herkes 

 
 

8. Ken Ito 
9. Hermina M. Morita 
10. Mark M. Nakashima 
11. Gil Riviere 
12. Cynthia Thielen 
 
 

Conference Rm 325 

1. Tom Brower, Chair 
2. James Kunane Tokioka,    Vice 

Chair 
3. Karen L. Awana 
4. Isaac W. Choy 
5. Cindy Evans 
6. Mark J. Hashem 
7. Angus L.K. McKelvey 

 

8. Scott Y. Nishimoto 
9. Clift Tsuji 
10. Corinne W.L. Ching 
11. Barbara C. 

Marumoto 
 
 

Conference Rm 312 

1. Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair 
2. Ty Cullen, Vice Chair 
3. Linda Ichiyama 
4. Marilyn B. Lee 
5. Sylvia Luke 
6. Scott K. Saiki 
7. Joseph M. Souki 

 
 

8. K. Mark Takai  
9. Roy M. Takumi 
10.  Kyle T. Yamashita 
11.  George R. Fontaine 
12. Aaron Ling 

Johanson 
 
Conference Rm 309 

 

Culture & the Arts (CUA) 

CUAtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 

International Affairs (INT) 

INTtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

 

1. Jessica Wooley, Chair 
2. Della Au Belatti, Vice Chair 
3. Faye P. Hanohano 
4. Jo Jordan 
5. Chris Lee 
6. John M. Mizuno 
7. Dee Morikawa 
8. Kymberly Marcos Pine 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference Rm 329 

 1. Karen L. Awana, Chair 
2. Mark J. Hashem, Vice Chair 
3. Tom Brower 
4. Isaac W. Choy 
5. Cindy Evans 
6. Angus L.K. McKelvey 

 

7. Scott Y. Nishimoto 
8. James Kunane 

Tokioka 
9. Clift Tsuji 
10. Barbara C. 

Marumoto 
11. Gene Ward 

 
Conference Rm 312 
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 Brackets Standing Committees 
 
 
 
 
 
 "A" Bracket 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 "B" Bracket 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 "C" Bracket 

 Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee 

 Judiciary and Labor Committee 

 Ways and Means Committee 

 Economic Development and Technology 
Committee 

 Education Committee 

 Health Committee 

 Transportation and International Affairs 
Committee 

 Water, Land and Housing Committee 

 Agriculture Committee 

 Energy and Environment Committee 

 Hawaiian Affairs Committee 

 Human Services Committee 

 Public Safety, Government Operations and 
Military Affairs Committee 

 Tourism Committee 
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Agriculture (AGL)   

AGLtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair 
2. Gilbert Kahele, Vice Chair 
3. Suzanne Chun Oakland 
4. Donovan Dela Cruz 
5. Ronald Kouchi 
6. Maile S.L.Shimabukuro 
7. Jill N. Tokuda 
8. Glenn Wakai 
9. Sam Slom 

Conference Rm. 229 

 
Energy and Environment (ENE) 

ENEtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Mike Gabbard, Chair 
2. J. Kalani English, Vice Chair 
3. Josh Green, M.D. 
4. Les Ihara, Jr. 
5. Sam Slom 

 
  

 
Conference Rm. 225 

 
Judiciary and Labor 

JDLtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Clayton Hee, Chair 
2. Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
3. Mike Gabbard 
4. Les Ihara, Jr. 
5. Sam Slom 

 
 
 

 Conference Rm. 016 

 
Water, Land and Housing (WLH) 

WLHtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Donovan Dela Cruz,, Chair 
2. Malama Solomon, Vice Chair 
3. Carol Fukunaga 
4. Pohai Ryan 
5. Maile S.L. Shimabukuro 
6. Jill N. Tokuda 
7. Sam Slom 
  

Conference Rm. 225 

 
Commerce and Consumer Protection 
(CPN)   

CPNtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
2. Brian T. Taniguchi, Vice Chair 
3. Brickwood Galuteria 
4. Josh Green, M.D. 
5. Clarence K. Nishihara 
6. Malama Solomon 
7. Sam Slom 
 Conference Rm. 229 

 
Hawaiian Affairs (HWN) 

HWNtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 

1. Brickwood Galuteria, Chair 
2. Pohai Ryan, Vice Chair 
3. J. Kalani English 
4. Clayton Hee 
5. Gilbert Kahele 
6. Michelle Kidani 
7. Malama Solomon 
8. Sam Slom                   

Conference Rm. 224 

 

 
Public Safety, Government 
Operations,  and Military Affairs 
(PGM) 

PGMtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Will Espero, Chair 
2. Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair 
3. Rosalyn H. Baker 
4. Pohai Ryan 
5. Sam Slom 
  

Conference Rm. 224 
 

 

Ways and Means (WAM) 

WAMtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. David Ige, Chair 
2. Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 
3. Suzanne Chun Oakland  
4. Donovan Dela Cruz 
5. J. Kalani English 
6. Will Espero 
7. Carol Fukunaga 
8. Gilbert Kahele 
9. Donna Mercado Kim 
10. Ronald D. Kouchi 
11. Pohai Ryan 
12. Jill N. Tokuda 
13. Glenn Wakai 
14. Sam Slom 
 
 Conference Rm. 211 

Economic Development and 
Technology (EDT) 

EDTtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Carol Fukunaga, Chair 
2. Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 
3. Rosalyn H. Baker 
4. Malama Solomon 
5. Sam Slom 

 Conference Rm. 016 

 
 

Education (EDU) 

EDUtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 
2. Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair 
3. Suzanne Chun Oakland 
4. Clarence K. Nishihara 
5. Brian T. Taniguchi 
6. Sam Slom 
 Conference Rm. 225 

 

Health (HTH) 

HTHtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Josh Green, M.D., Chair 
2. Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair 
3. Rosalyn H. Baker 
4. Suzanne Chun Oakland 
5. Maile S.L. Shimabukuro 
6. Glenn Wakai 
7. Sam Slom 

 Conference Rm. 229 

Tourism (TSM) 

TSMtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 

1. Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
2. Ron Kouchi, Vice Chair 
3. Brickwood Galuteria 
4. Gilbert Kahele 
5. Sam Slom 
 

 Conference Rm. 224 

Human Services (HMS) 

HSMtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair 
2. Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair 
3. Josh Green, M.D. 
4. Sam Slom 
  
 

Conference Rm. 016 

Transportation and International 
Affairs (TIA) 

TIAtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1. J. Kalani English, Chair 
2. Will Espero, Vice Chair 
3. Donovan Dela Cruz 
4. Mike Gabbard 
5. Gilbert Kahele 
6. Ronald D. Kouchi 
7. Sam Slom                         Conference Rm. 224 
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