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Since 2005, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs has been a supporter of the
charter school movement, and has collaborated in partnership with the
Kamehameha Schools’ Hoyolako Like program, ¥YAha Plinana Leo, Hoyokdkoyo
Corporation and other non-profit organizations supporting 15+ Hawaiian-
focused charter schools statewide, where Native Hawaiians make up about 88%
of the student population. Mahalo for this opportunity to advocate on behalf
of our Native Hawaiian beneficiaries and to provide testimony on this
measure, HB 1686, relating to charter schools.

This legislation advocates for a fair formula necessary to address the
ongoing need for equitable charter school funding. Whereas most of Hawai’i’s
start-up and conversion public charter schools are Hawaiian-focused charter
schools and more than 3,000 Native Hawaiian children are enrolled in these
schools, continued inequitable funding will jeopardize further success of
these culture~based education models and result in a financial crisis that
threatens the long-term viability of Hawai’i’s public charter school system
and impact the well-being of our Hawaiian children and families.

In spite of these challenges and severe under-funding, Hawaiian-focused
charter schools have demonstrated their effectiveness in serving our Hawaiian
children to be more engaged and attain greater gains in the educational
process as compared to their peers in conventional public schools. Our
children are succeeding in the Hawaiian-focused charter schools because they
are grounded in Hawaiian language, culture and values. The well-being of our
Hawaiian families and communities are also enhanced by the positive gains
made in our Hawaiian-focused charter schools.

The Board of Trustees, the Administration and the staff of the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs is committed to fulfill its education mission to facilitate
culturally sound educational opportunities for Native Hawaiians by promoting
academic success and life-long learning. To this measure, the Board of
Trustees has authorized and allocated 6.6 million dollars over the last three
years leveraging other potential resources to fund Hawaiian-focused public
charter schools. OHA is in strong support of a funding means that will ensure
fair per pupil funding allocation for all public charter schools, provided
that any new weighted formula will not result in further reduction of the per
pupil allocation. The State is the largest stakeholder and is charged with
the greatest responsibility or “kuleana” to make this possible.

It is not enocugh to make possible the opportunity for our children to attend
charter schools. It is incumbent upon us to ensure that the learning
environments we create for our children, and indeed for all children, must be
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reflective of the promising future that we envision for them and for our
society.

OHA urges your SUPPORT of this and all measures intended to ensure equitable
funding and the ongoing success of Hawaiilan-focused charter schools. Mahalo
nui loa for the opportunity to present this testimony.




Attention: Representative Roy Takumi, Chair, and Members of the Committee on Education
Testimony of Linda Elento, (808) 235-7610
Hearing: Monday. February 9. 2009, 2:00 pm

HB1686

Charter Schools: Funding

I support fair and equitable funding for charter schools, and I ask the Committee on Education to
consider additions to HB1686 to clarify funding, the authority of the charter schools and of the
Board of Education, and the role of the Executive Director of the Charter School Administrative
Office in regards to special education for students at charter schools.

In consideration of Hawaii's definition of charter school (HRS302B-01)--

"Charter school" refers to those public schools holding charters to operate as charter
schools under this chapter, including start-up and conversion charter schools, and that have
the flexibility and independent authority to implement alternative frameworks with regard
to curriculum, facilities management, instructional approach, virtual education, length of
the school day, week, or year, and personnel management.

SECTION 1 of the bill should include amendments to HRS302B-15 (Special Education):

The department shall allow charter schools to choose between receiving special education services
in the same manner provided to other schools, and other options including receiving funds or a
combination of funds and services. Regardless of the choice that the public charter schools make,
the State Board of Education must ensure that students with disabilities attending public charter
schools and their parents retain all their rights under federal and state laws.

SECTION 2 of the bill should make clear the role of the Executive Director regarding special
education policies, procedures, authority and funding.

In accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004, Charter
Schools should be allowed, by Hawaii statute, to request funding and services as well as
individually contract with the Department when special education services are required of its
students. Otherwise, the Charter School fails to meet its State definition of Charter School when
the Department makes decisions affecting the Charter School's ability to "have the flexibility and
independent authority" in the provision of special education services. Children with disabilities are
unfairly discriminated against and possibly kept from receiving the unique benefits of the Charter
School when the Charter School is not able to determine and implement "alternative frameworks
with regard to curriculum, facilities management, instructional approach, virtual education, length
of the school day, week, or year, and personnel management" because the Department puts
constraints for these children to receive the special education and supports necessary to succeed.

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony.






