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Association of Independent Schools, or their designees, to serve
as voting members of the council.

Except for the superintendent of education, directors of
state departments, president of the University of Hawaii,
director of the Hawaii head start state collaboration office,
chief executive officer of the Kamehameha Schools, and executive
director of the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools, or
their designees, and the two representatives of the ‘Hawaii
Council of Mayors, the members shall be nominated and, by and

with the advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the

governor.

(c) Except for the superintendent of education, directors
of state departments, president of the University of Hawaii,
director of the Hawaii head start state collaboration office,
chief executive officer of the Kamehameha Schools, and executive
director of the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools, or
their designees, members of the council shall serve staggered
terms as follows:

(1) The representative of center-based program providers

shall serve a two-year term;
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(2) The representative of family child care program
providers shall serve a three-year term;

(3) The representative of family-child interaction
learning program providers shall serve a three-year
term;

(4) The representative of philanthropic organizations that

support early learning shall serve a two-year term;

and

(5) Of the two representatives of the Hawaii Council of
Mayors, one shall serve a two-year term, and the other
shall serve a three-year term as determined by the
Hawaii Council of Mayors.

(d) The council shall select a chairperson by a majority

vote of its members; provided that the chairperson shall be a
representative from the private sector. A majority of the
members serving on the council shall constitute a quorum to do
business. The concurrence of the majority of the members
serving on the council shall be necessary to make any action of
the council valid.

(e) The council may form workgroups and subcommittees,

including with individuals who are not council members, to:
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(1) Obtain resource information from early learning
professionals and other individuals as deemed
necessary by the council;
(2) Make recommendations to the council; and
(3) Perform other functions as deemed necessary by the

council to fulfill its duties and responsibilities.
Two or more council members, but less than a quorum, may discuss
matters relating to official council business in the course of
their participation in a workgroup or subcommittee, and such
discussion shall be a permitted interaction as provided for in
section 92-2.5.

(f) Members of the council shall serve without
compensation but shall be reimbursed for expenses, including
travel expenses, necessary for the performance of their duties.

(g) The council shall appoint, without regard to chapters
76 and 89, an executive director who shall serve at the pleasure
of the council and whose duties shall be set by the council.

The salary of the executive director shall be set by‘the
council; provided that the salary shall not exceed the salary of
the deputy director of the department of human services. The

executive director may also appoint other personnel, without
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regard to chapters 76 and 89, to work directly for the executive
director.

(h) The council may require reports as necessary in the
form specified by the council, from state agencies, and program
and service providers of the early learning system. All
publicly-run programs and services that participate in the early
learning system shall establish a system to account for
expenditures of non-federal funds that would qualify for
matching federal childcare and development funds, or other
federal funds, and provide this data to the council to maximize
the availability of federal funds. Privately-run programs and
services that participate in the early learning system shall be
encouraged to make the same data aﬁailable.

(i) The council shall submit to the legislature no later

than twenty days prior to the convening of each regular session,

a report regarding:

(1) Its progress; and
(2) The status of the early learning system in the state.
§ -4 Keiki first steps grant program; establishment.

(a) There is established, as part of the early learning system,

the keiki first steps grant program, to be developed by the
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council and administered by the department of human services.
The program shall increase early learning opportunities that
meet high standards of quality through the awarding of grants to
publicly- or privately-run:
(1) Center-based programs for three- and four-year-old
children; and
(2) Family child care programs, family-child interaction
learning programs, and other early learning programs
and services regardless of the age of children served.
(b) Eligibility criteria for grants. The department of
human services may award grants for the keiki first steps grant
program based on criteria that shall be developed by the
council. The criteria shall include the requirement that early
learning programs and services meet certain standards of
quality, including:

(1) The implementation of evidence-based and culturally

responsive models of service delivery;

(2) The use of evidence-based curricula and methods;
(3) Minimum scheduling requirements, as follows:
(A) For center-based programs: providing services

for a full school day and full school year;
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(B) For family child care programs: providing
services for three hours daily for a full school
year;

(C) For family-child interaction learning programs
operating in classroom-like settings: providing
early learning activities at least twice a week
for a full school year, and for a minimum of
three hours each day; and

(D) For home-based instruction programs: providing
early learning activities for no fewer than
thirty weeks within a school year;

staff-to-child ratios and group size that meet or

exceed nationally recommended standards;

The employment of teachers and administrators who meet

the qualifications required by the council;

The incorporation of preschool content standards or

other early learning guidelines;

The implementation of health and developmental

screenings for children;

Opportunities for parent or family engagement and

parent education and support; and
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(9) Activities for monitoring and data collection to
evaluate early learning programs and services and
inform best practices.

(c) Training; technical assistance; monitoring. The
department of human services may offer technical support to, and
shall be responsible for monitoring to ensure the accountability
of programs and services within the keiki first steps grant
program, according to the standards developed by the council.

8§ -5 Keiki first steps trust fund. There is established
within the state treasury the keiki first steps trust fund, to
be administered by the early learning council, into which shall

be deposited all moneys received by the council in the form of:

(1) Fees;
(2) Grants;
(3) Donations;

(4) Appropriations made by the legislature to the fund;
and
(5) Revenues regardless of their source,
and earnings on moneys in the fund. Moneys in the fund shall be
used for the early learning system. Expenditures from the fund

may be made by the council without appropriation or allotment."
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EARLY LEARNING FACILITIES
SECTION 5. Chapter 346, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding a new section to be appropriately designated

and to read as follows:

"§346- Early childhood education facilities; pre-plus.

(a) There is established the pre-plus program within the

department to expand access to affordable and high-quality early

childhood education for three- to four-year-old children from

low—income families, by allowing preschool programs to be

established on public school campuses through public-private

partnerships.

(b) The department and the department of education shall

work collaboratively to develop suitable pre-plus classrooms on

department of education campuses statewide, including conversion
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charter school campuses. The department, with the department of

education, shall coordinate site selection for additional pre-

plus programs at public school sites, with priority given to

public school sites that serve at-risk children as defined in

section -1, including sites located in areas with limited

access to early learning programs and services."

SECTION 6. Section 302A-1506.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes,

is amended to read as follows:

"[£]§302A-1506.5({}] Early [ehildheoededueation] learning
facilities; identifying sites. (a) The department of education
shall identify unused public school facilities to be used for
[use—by] early [ehildhood—education] learning programs [~] and
services. Suitable empty classrooms, as determined by the

department, shall be inventoried for potential use [4m] for

early [ehildhood—eduecation] learning programs[+] and services.

Priority shall be given to facilities on sites with sufficient

space for three or more classrooms to be renovated or

constructed.

(b) The department shall assist in the identification of
possible construction sites for private providers to build early

7] learning facilities.
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(c) The department shall submit an annual report to the

legislature and the early learning council no later than twenty

days prior to the convening of each regular session on:

(1) The number of classrooms that would be suitable for

programs and services in the early learning system

established by chapter ; and

(2) The cost of renovating these classrooms to meet the

standards of programs and services in the early

learning system.”

PART V
- MISCELLANEOQOUS
SECTION 7. Statutory material to be repealed 1is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 8. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2008.
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