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Support of the Patriot Act is Crucial

By Rep. Mark Moses


After a Senate Democrat-led filibuster and House squabbling, a five-week extension of the Patriot Act was approved.  Originally, the Patriot Act would have been extended indefinitely, but we are now left with a temporary fix to a permanent problem.  


Terrorism is a grave threat.  We all learned that in 2001 when our jetliners were used as weapons to kill thousands of our own people.  The Patriot Act has been a critical tool that, so far, has prevented us from enduring another tragedy like September 11th.

The Patriot Act has prevented such a tragedy by tearing down the bureaucratic red tape that, in years past, blocked communication between our law enforcement and intelligence. Additionally, the Patriot Act has allowed intelligence to intercept wire, oral and electronic communications relating to terrorism.  This has enabled US intelligence to halt terrorism in its tracks, before terrorism had the chance of halting American lives. 

And despite the rhetoric we’ve heard, the provisions in the Patriot Act have not been abused.  Instead, Americans’ civil liberties have been protected.  In fact, there have been no findings of abuse.  Moreover, some, like Senator Diane Feinstein (D-CA), say that the Patriot Act offers even greater protection of our civil liberties because the Act increases protection of unlawful intrusions by law enforcement. The myths about the Patriot Act that allege incidences of abuse and constitutional violations, are just that—myths. And this anti-Patriot Act folklore may be what kills us in the end.

Our country needs to join together in a concerted effort and support every effort to extinguish terrorism. Those lawmakers who loudly object and spit dirt at the Patriot Act are endangering not only our troops, but also every one of our lives.  If we abandon the Patriot Act, with all its safeguards and protections, and terrorists strike us again—what will these lawmakers say then?  

